
  

 

 

 

 

 

ROADWAY INFRASTRUCTURE SAFETY COALITION 

 

Purpose 

 

The general purpose of the Roadway Infrastructure Safety Coalition (RISC) is to 

contribute to the reduction of deaths on America’s roadways by improving roadway 

safety infrastructure through the federal legislative, budget, and regulatory processes.  

RISC will primarily accomplish this goal through outreach activities to federal policy 

makers and by building collaborations with roadway partners in the public and private 

sectors. 

 

Basic Principles 
 

1. A national policy goal of achieving zero deaths on America’s roadways should be 

established.  To move toward this goal, our target should be to reduce the number 

of deaths by 50% by the year 2015. 

2. In order to achieve the goal of Zero Deaths, particular attention should be placed 

on infrastructure / engineering solutions. 

3. We should build on the success of the Highway Safety Improvement Program 

(HSIP) to date and both continue and expand this core program with the 

reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU. 

4. The Strategic Highway Safety Program (SHSP) should be continued, with a 

requirement that each state periodically update its plan. 

5. Overall funding for roadway infrastructure safety should be increased. 

6. The High Risk Rural Roads (HRRR) program should be continued with a 

minimum funding level of $1 billion annually. 

7. Congress should continue the requirement in SAFETEA-LU that the use of HSIP 

funds should be based on data driven analyses. 

8. A requirement which includes a target date should be established for states to 

include crash data for all public roads in their SHSPs. 

9. Congress should explicitly include the eligibility of systemic improvements for 

the HSIP program and target investments to proven roadway safety strategies. 

10. Project streamlining for Low Cost Safety Improvement Projects subject to federal 

aid funding should be implemented. 

11. In recognition of the fact that over half of fatalities occur on local roadways, the 

HSIP should be improved by allowing greater access to, and assured funding for, 

local road safety improvements. 

12. HSIP funds should be expended in some relative relationship to the proportion of 

fatalities that occur on local roads in each state. 

13. Congress should provide a separate obligation limit for the HSIP. 



14. HSIP funds should not be transferable to other federal programs. 

15. Congress should continue the policy established in SAFETEA-LU of targeting 

funds toward the improvement and standardization of data collection. 

16. Congress should consider pedestrian and bicycle safety issues and prepare to 

make the entire community a safer place to transverse.   

 

Reauthorization Policy Statement  
 

 The members of the Roadway Infrastructure Safety Coalition (RISC) are 

dedicated to establishing a national policy goal of Zero Deaths on  

America’s roadways.  To move toward this goal, a target should be established to reduce 

the number of deaths by 50% during the next Federal reauthorization cycle. 

 

 During the reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU, we urge the Congress to build on 

the success of the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) to date and to both 

continue and expand this program.  The use of Strategic Highway Safety Plans should 

also be continued, with a requirement that each state periodically update its plan. 

 

 Overall funding for roadway infrastructure safety should be increased.  The price 

of driver error or poor roadway conditions should not be death.  We can and must make 

our roadways more forgiving and safer for all road users.  Congress should explicitly 

make “systemic improvements” that make segments of roadways safer eligible for HSIP 

funding.  In addition, the High Risk Rural Roads (HRRR) program should be continued 

at a minimum funding level of $1 billion annually.  To support efforts to eliminate the 

42,000-plus deaths on our roadways annually, HSIP/HRRR funds should have their own 

obligation limit and should not be transferrable to other programs. 

 

In recognition of the fact that over half of fatalities occur on local roadways, the 

HSIP should be improved by allowing greater access to, and assured funding for, local 

road safety improvements.  HSIP funds should be expended in some relative relationship 

to the proportion of fatalities that occur on local roads in each state.  Congress should 

also authorize project streamlining for low cost safety improvement projects. 

 

Congress should also continue the policy established in SAFETEA-LU of 

targeting funds toward the improvement and standardization of data collection.  A 

requirement which includes a target date should be established for states to include crash 

data for all public roads in their Strategic Highway Safety Plans. 

 

Proposed Activities 
 

1. Announce the formation of the coalition at an opportune time. 

2. Establish RISC as an infrastructure safety resource for Congress. 

3. Advocate to Congress on safety issues. 

4. Support joint legislative activities (e.g. separate HRRR bill). 

5. Cooperate or coordinate in educating members on issues. 

6. Cooperate or coordinate grass roots activities. 


