
 

National Need 

In 2009, 33,808 people lost their lives on America’s roadways.1  

We can no longer accept deaths—thousands of deaths—as a natural or normal consequence of motor vehicle 

use in our country. We do not and would never do so for any other mode of transportation—planes, trains, or 

ships. As roadway safety professionals, legislators, administrators, citizens, and road users, we must set a new 

goal. ATSSA proposes that the new goal be TOWARD ZERO DEATHS.  

There’s good news: there are many cost-effective approaches to help lower the number of deaths on our 

roadways each year. The addition of rumble strips, guardrails and cable barriers, improved signage, and 

pavement markings are just a few examples of cost-effective solutions that ATSSA has identified as decreasing 

the incidence of crashes and providing crash cost savings to communities as a result. 

Americans deserve safe roads. Are we making the investments necessary to ensure such safe roads? 

Problem 

Public spending on highway infrastructure has not kept pace with the increasing use of—and impact on—our 

nation’s roadway system.  

Since the construction of the nation’s interstate system, an ambitious and far-sighted infrastructure project that 

has benefitted millions of Americans in the last fifty years, more and more drivers have taken to the roads. The 

number of vehicles on the road has more than tripled, with over 254 million registered in 2007.2 

But our investment in roadways has not kept up with the skyrocketing number of vehicles. In 1960, we spent 

approximately $1,284 per vehicle on our nation’s highways. In 2007, we spent less than half that amount—

approximately $607 per vehicle.3 

This trend is echoed elsewhere. In 1960, Americans traveled 7.2 billion miles in passenger vehicles on highways. 

By 2008, we were traveling nearly three trillion miles.4 This is important to note, because as the miles traveled 

increase on a roadway, the “wear and tear” on that roadway increases.5  

_________________ 
1U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration. FHWA Safety Program Page. 13 June 2011 <http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/>. 
2Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics. Table 1-11: Number of U.S. Aircraft, Vehicles, Vessels, 

and Other Conveyances. 13 June 2011 <http://www.bts.gov/publications/national_transportation_statistics/html/table_01_11.html>. 
3In November 2010, the CBO released a report, Public Spending on Transportation and Water Infrastructure, that provided the  

inflation-adjusted amount spent by all levels of government on highways for each year from 1956-2007. The figures given here are derived from 

dividing that year’s expenditure by the number of registered vehicles for that year. See PDF at 

<http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/119xx/doc11940/11-17-Infrastructure.pdf>. 
4U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration. Our Nation’s Highways 2010. Data available for download at 

<http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/pubs/hf/pl10023/fig2_4.cfm>. 
5U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration. 2008 Status of the Nation's Highways, Bridges, and Transit: Conditions 

and Performance. Chapter 6. 13 June 2011 < http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policy/2008cpr/pdfs.htm>. 

 

 



But since the early 1960s, public spending per vehicular mile traveled has actually been decreasing in inflation-

adjusted dollars. In fact, spending decreased 8.3 percent between 1997 and 2006 alone.6 

Spending hasn’t kept up with our population growth either. Both the number of licensed drivers and the general 

population has increased in the last few decades. In 1960, all levels of government spent approximately a 

combined $531 per person on our nation’s highways. Spending per person has fluctuated over the years, but by 

2007, that number was at approximately $513 per person. In fact, the amount spent decreased by over roughly 

$80 per person over just the five-year period from 2002-2007.7 Highway spending in relation to the number of 

households has also declined over the 1960-2007 period.8 

Why Now: Both Safety and Jobs 

In May 2011, U.S. unemployment was above nine percent, equivalent to nearly fourteen million people who are 

out of work.9 Americans don’t just deserve safety—they deserve a better job market. 

Investing in demonstrated safety improvements will not only save lives—it will create jobs. Now is the time to 
invest in American safety workers and the positive impact of their work on roadways for all. 
 
In a 2010 report, the Congressional Budget Office noted that “Infrastructure spending directly increases 
employment because workers are hired to undertake construction projects.”10  
 
Assessing the positive economic impact of further infrastructure investment, the report says that such spending 
“also adds to demand for goods and services through purchases of material and equipment and through 
additional spending by the extra workers who are hired…That increase in demand leads to further hiring.”11 

 

Investments in common sense safety improvements to roadways are a cost-effective approach to spur job 
growth through immediate construction employment, production of needed materials, and secondary demand 
created by wages paid. 
 

Call to Action 

In 2011, we have the opportunity to create jobs while saving lives. Please help save lives on America’s roads. For 

more information on cost-effective ways to improve road safety or how you can become a champion for 

roadway safety, contact ATSSA Government Relations Director Laura Perrotta at (202) 454-5246 or 

laura.perrotta@atssa.com. 

__________________ 
6U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration. 2008 Status of the Nation's Highways, Bridges, and Transit: Conditions 

and Performance. Chapter 6. 13 June 2011 < http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policy/2008cpr/pdfs.htm>. 
7Numbers calculated using the United States Census Bureau’s annual population estimates and annual total public spending on highways in 2009 inflation-

adjusted dollars. Population estimates available at http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html and public spending numbers from CBO’s November 

2010 report Public Spending on Transportation and Water Infrastructure. 
8Using the U.S. Census Bureau historical time series on households and the CBO public spending numbers, total public highway spending per household 

was  approximately $1,810 in 1960 and $1,331 in 2007.  Census Bureau historical time series available at 

<http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/hh-fam.html#ht>. 
9Bureau of Labor Statistics. Employment Situation Summary Press Release. 3 June 2011. 13 June 2011 

<http://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm>. 
10Congressional Budget Office. Policies for Increasing Economic Growth and Employment in 2010 and 2011. Jan. 2010. 13 June 2011 

<http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/108xx/doc10803/01-14-Employment.pdf>. 
11Ibid. 

 

mailto:laura.perrotta@atssa.com

