
Debra Griffin
Sept. 26, 1973 - Nov. 26, 2006

Dusty Leeson - Age 2 yrs.
‘Zach’ Leeson - Age 6 yrs.
Shinnston, West Virginia

On November 26, 2006, Debra Griffin 
was traveling northbound on I -79 in 
Clarksburg, W. Va. Her children, two-
year-old Dusty and six-year-old Zach, 
were both in the car with her. 

“It was so hard to believe that in an instant, my daughter 
and grandchildren were no longer with us. I remember that 
it took a few days for me to realize what had happened. We 
know it was an accident, but it does not take away any of 
the pain my husband or I feel. I find myself thinking of them 
throughout the day, wishing they were still here with us.  It is 
the most painful thing when one has to bury her own daugh-
ter and grandchildren.” 

  - Diana Griffin, Debra’s mother

A 19-year old student returning to college in Ohio traveling 
southbound on I-79 lost control of his vehicle and crossed 
the median. The young man struck Ms. Griffin’s car head-on.

Debra Griffin and her two sons were killed instantly.



Federal, state and local governments will unite with private industry toward a single 
overarching goal -- to annually reduce roadway fatalities until we reach the goal of zero 
deaths on America’s roadways.

ATSSA members from communities across the country are on Capitol Hill this week to 
meet with their elected officials to begin working toward that goal.

ATSSA members urge Congress to renew and expand federal support to improve 
America’s roadway safety infrastructure, thereby eliminating deaths on our nation’s 
roadways.

Countless safety solutions are already in place that are proving to be effective by pre-
venting accidents, thereby saving lives.  For example, an aggressive sign installation 
program in Mendocino, Calif. resulted in the number of crashes plummeting 42 per-
cent, and fatalities falling 61 percent. The Mo.-DOT has reduced fatalities in cross-over 
crashes by 96 percent using median barriers.  The DOT in Lamar County, Miss. has 
found that right side run-off-the-road crashes were reduced by 25 percent following 
the installation of edge-line rumble strips.

Cost-Effective Roadway Safety Infrastructure Solutions Save Lives!

For more information, visit ATSSA.com or contact ATSSA Government Relations at 
(202) 454-5246.

The American Traffic Safety Services Association
15 Riverside Parkway, Suite 100
Fredericksburg, Va. 22406-1022

Toward Zero Deaths: 
ATSSA’s Vision for Safer Roads in America


