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On April 11, 2003, 17-year-old Andrew Clark was 
driving on Highway 41 with three friends, Sarah 
Sheberl (age 17), David Tennessen (age 17), and 
Amy Laedtke (age 16).  The four friends’ weekend 
plans were cut short when the car Andrew was 
driving lost control, crossed the median and hit an 
SUV traveling northbound.  

There was no median guardrail or cable barrier 
installed to prevent the crossover collision.  All 
four teenagers were killed instantly.

“To this day it is difficult for me to re-live the 
memories of April 11, 2003.  It is just as difficult 
to hear about needless deaths that occur on our 
highways every day because of inadequate safety 
features.” 

- Carla Wahler, Andrew’s mother

“I vividly remember the day that I lost my brother.  
I could not believe that at such a young age he 
was taken from us.  He had his whole life to live 
and had so much potential.  I hope that in some 
small way, his passing will make a difference and 
encourage communities to come together and 
push for improved safety features on our road-
ways.” 

- Jennifer Clark, Andrew’s sister



Federal, state and local governments will unite with private industry toward a single 
overarching goal -- to annually reduce roadway fatalities until we reach the goal of 
zero deaths on America’s roadways.

ATSSA members from communities across the country are on Capitol Hill this week 
to meet with their elected officials to begin working toward that goal.

ATSSA members urge Congress to renew and expand Federal support to improve 
America’s roadway safety infrastructure, thereby eliminating deaths on our nation’s 
roadways.

Countless safety solutions are already in place that are proving to be effective by pre-
venting accidents, thereby saving lives.  For example, an aggressive sign installation 
program in Mendocino, California resulted in the number of crashes plummeting 42 
percent, and fatalities falling 61 percent. The Missouri DOT has reduced fatalities in 
cross-over crashes by 96 percent using median barriers.  The DOT in Lamar County, 
Mississippi has found that right side run-off-the-road crashes were reduced by 25 
percent following the installation of edge-line rumble strips.

Cost-Effective Roadway Safety Infrastructure Solutions Save Lives!

For more information, visit ATSSA.com or contact ATSSA Government Relations at 
(202) 454-5246.
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