
 

 

 

 
 

 

March 9, 2010 

 

 

The Honorable Barbara Boxer                                                 The Honorable James M. Inhofe 

Chairman                                                                                  Ranking Member 

Committee on Environment and Public                                   Committee on Environment and Public 

Works                                                                                       Works 

410 Dirksen Senate Office Building                                        456 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510                                                            Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Chairman Boxer and Ranking Member Inhofe: 

The Coalition for Older Roadway User Safety (CORUS) would like to request that, as you hold 

hearings throughout the month of March focused on the transportation authorization, you consider 

highlighting the need for roadway safety infrastructure and design improvements.  We believe such 

a hearing could show the broad support for these improvements that exists among older drivers and 

pedestrians, rural road users, bicyclists, and persons with disabilities by focusing on the needs of 

these groups. 

CORUS was established to provide solutions to Congress that will reduce deaths and serious 

injuries of older drivers and pedestrians on America’s roadways by improving roadway safety 

infrastructure and design.  CORUS believes the enactment of specific programs to enhance safety 

for older drivers and pedestrians as part of reauthorization of the surface transportation law is key to 

fulfilling this purpose.   

The coalition is comprised of the AARP, American Highway Users Alliance, American Traffic 

Safety Services Association (ATSSA), National Association of Area Agencies on Aging (n4a) and 

Transportation For America.   

The national need to invest in older driver and pedestrian safety is apparent when you look at 

America’s aging population.  The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety projects that by 2025, one in 

every four drivers will be age 65 and above.  Currently, 90 percent of older Americans’ trips are 

made by automobile, either as a driver or passenger.  At the same time, the older population will 

include substantial numbers of nondrivers, currently at least 7 million individuals.  Older drivers 

and pedestrians are at a higher risk of being seriously injured or killed when they are involved in a 

crash, due to increasing fragility.   
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Design changes and traffic control devices that help older drivers and pedestrians negotiate 

dangerous roadways and intersections can make driving easier and reduce accidents and fatalities 

for drivers and pedestrians of all ages.  Yet, according to a 2007 GAO report, only about half the 

states have included even half of the recommendations of the Federal Highway Administration 

older driver and pedestrian guidelines in their design guides or highway safety plans.   

CORUS hopes that as you look at safety issues for the next authorization you will consider 

convening a hearing to highlight the need to invest in roadway safety infrastructure improvements.  

At the end of the day, these investments will help to reduce deaths and serious injuries for road 

users of all ages – an issue that deserves serious focus by Congress.  With on average 40,000 people 

dying on our roads annually, we must first discuss and strategize, and then take swift and decisive 

action to protect all of our loved ones, young and old.  Debra Alvarez with AARP’s Government 

Relations department will be following up with you shortly on the status of this request.  If you 

would like to reach out to Debra, feel free to call her at (202) 434-3814. 

Sincerely,    

 
 

David P. Sloane 

Senior Vice President 

Government Relation and Advocacy 

AARP 

 

Roger A. Wentz 

President & CEO 

American Traffic Safety Services Association 

 
Greg Cohen 

President and CEO 

American Highway Users Alliance 

 

Sandy Markwood 

Chief Executive Officer 

National Association of Area Agencies on Aging (n4a) 

 

James Corless 

Director 

Transportation for America 

 

 

 

 


