
 

Judy Bird
Grandview, Missouri
April 24, 1972 - December 19, 1992

A student at Baylor University in Waco, Tex-
as, Judy was a passenger in a vehicle being 
driven home by her friend Sally.They had just 
finished their fall college semester finals. 
Traveling eastbound on I-70 near Abeline, 
Kan., they were trying to get back to Grand-
view, so that Judy could help her brother 
celebrate his own graduation from Truman 
State University earlier that day.

Judy reached into the back seat for a snack, but was unable 
to reach it. Sally then attempted to get the snack herself, and 
in the process, veered off the roadway. As Sally attempted to 
regain control of the vehicle, the car struck the blunt end of 
an old-style guardrail nearly head-on. The first three wooden 
posts supporting the guardrail broke off, allowing the metal 
railing to impale the entire passenger side of the vehicle until 
four feet of guardrail protruded through the back. 

Judy was killed instantly.

“Losing almost 40,000 lives annually on our roadways is no 
longer acceptable. Common errors made by everyday driv-
ers should not be punishable by death. It is time to make our 
roadways safer.”

  - Linda Bird, Judy’s Mother



Federal, state and local governments will unite with private industry toward a single 
overarching goal -- to annually reduce roadway fatalities until we reach the goal of zero 
deaths on America’s roadways.

ATSSA members from communities across the country are on Capitol Hill this week to 
meet with their elected officials to begin working toward that goal.

ATSSA members urge Congress to renew and expand federal support to improve 
America’s roadway safety infrastructure, thereby eliminating deaths on our nation’s 
roadways.

Countless safety solutions are already in place that are proving to be effective by pre-
venting accidents, thereby saving lives. For example, an aggressive sign installation 
program in Mendocino, Calif. resulted in the number of crashes plummeting 42 per-
cent, and fatalities falling 61 percent. The Mo.-DOT has reduced fatalities in cross-over 
crashes by 96 percent using median barriers. The DOT in Lamar County, Miss. has 
found that right side run-off-the-road crashes were reduced by 25 percent following 
the installation of edge-line rumble strips.

Cost-Effective Roadway Safety Infrastructure Solutions Save Lives!

For more information, visit ATSSA.com or contact ATSSA Government Relations at 
(202) 454-5246.
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