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A Fall 2007 afternoon proved 
the effectiveness of median cable 
barrier in saving lives. Leo Krull, a 
semi-truck driver, suffered a heart 
attack while driving southbound 
on Highway 41 near Fond Du Lac, 
Wis. Witnesses saw the tractor-
trailer slow down and begin to drift 
out of its lane and into the median.

“This accident had the potential of being horrific. Thanks 
to the guardrail that was installed in the median, the 
semi- was unable to drift to the other side of the high-
way. Other drivers could have died that day if that safety 
feature had not been installed. Since we implemented 
more cable barriers, the median crossovers on this 
highway have dropped from 10 to zero. They are a ne-
cessity to ensuring the safety of our drivers.” 

 - Officer Jeffery Belsma
  Fond du lac County Sheriff’s Ofc.

The semi- hit the recently-installed median cable barrier, 
which was successful in ‘capturing’ the rig and tipping it 
over before it could enter the oncoming lanes of traffic.

No other drivers on the roadway were killed or injured.

Leo Krull’s truck captured by median cable barrier on Hwy. 41.
 Photo courtesy The Fond du Lac, Wis. Sheriff ’s Office



Federal, state and local governments will unite with private industry to-
ward a single overarching goal -- to annually reduce roadway fatalities 
until we reach the goal of zero deaths on America’s roadways.

ATSSA members from communities across the country are on Capitol 
Hill this week to meet with their elected officials to begin working toward 
that goal.

ATSSA members urge Congress to renew and expand federal support 
to improve America’s roadway safety infrastructure, thereby eliminating 
deaths on our nation’s roadways.

Countless safety solutions are already in place that are proving to be 
effective by preventing accidents, thereby saving lives. For example, an 
aggressive sign installation program in Mendocino, Calif. resulted in the 
number of crashes plummeting 42 percent, and fatalities falling 61 
percent. The Mo.-DOT has reduced fatalities in cross-over crashes by 
96 percent using median barriers. The DOT in Lamar County, Miss. has 
found that right side run-off-the-road crashes were reduced by 25 per-
cent following the installation of edge-line rumble strips.

Cost-Effective Roadway Safety Infrastructure Solutions Save Lives!

For more information, visit ATSSA.com or contact ATSSA Government 
Relations at (202) 454-5246.
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