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ATSSA Concerned Funding Proposal Will Dilute Power of Highway Trust Fund 
 
Washington, D.C. – The American Traffic Safety Services Association (ATSSA) 
announced today that it has grave concerns about the funding mechanisms for the 
transportation section of the recently released “American Power Act” which was 
introduced by Sens. John Kerry (D-Mass.) and Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.). This legislation 
proposes new fees on America’s motorists without directing the majority of the revenue 
to the American transportation system.  
 
ATSSA is concerned that this funding proposal will dilute the power of the Highway 
Trust Fund and make it more difficult for Congress to enact a comprehensive and robust 
multi-year transportation authorization in the near future. America’s transportation 
system needs an aggressive and systematic approach that will improve safety, reduce 
congestion, increase reliability and create jobs. With the proposed surface 
transportation authorization draft in the House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee, new revenue will be needed to meet these goals and challenges. A total of 
$450 to $500 billion will be needed over a six-year period. At a time when the nation’s 
roads and bridges are rated at a “D-minus” and a “C” respectively by the American 
Society of Civil Engineers and over 33,000 people are dying on our roadways annually, 
this country cannot afford to divert transportation revenues away from transportation 
projects of critical importance. More resources must be dedicated to proven safety 
countermeasures that eliminate these deaths.  
 
ATSSA commends Sens. Kerry and Lieberman for their willingness to discuss and 
debate the issues of climate change with stakeholders and the American public. 
However, within the course of this discussion, it is vital that the needs of the 
transportation system and the tens of millions of Americans who use it daily are met.  
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