
 

 

IDOT and IL-ATSSA: Learning from and with Industry to Advance 
Highway Safety Initiatives and Save Lives on Illinois Roadways 
DATE: October 17, 2017 
On Tuesday October 17, 2017 representatives from the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT) and the Illinois Chapter of American Traffic Safety Services Association (IL-ATSSA) 
joined together for the second consecutive year for a full-day professional workshop on the 
advancement of highway safety initiatives. The purpose of the workshop, held in Champaign, 
Illinois, was to continue conversations between the agency and industry representatives on 
innovative approaches to improving safety performance on Illinois roadways.  
Additionally, the workshop was intended to spur cross-collaboration between groups, giving 
attendees from IDOT and industry, the opportunity to discuss contemporary engineering issues 
in an interdisciplinary environment. The sharing of knowledge and resources at the event paved 
the way for more in-depth discourse and greater mutual understanding of issues, challenges, 
and countermeasures available to address roadway safety. 
Through participating in several high-level discussions as well as a few hands-on examples of 
each group’s projects, methodologies, and goals, participants were presented with the many 
potential benefits of developing a collaborative environment. It became increasingly apparent 
that the goals of both IDOT and the industry partners are well aligned, and that the efforts of 
both groups to produce measurable and significant reductions in vehicle crashes stand to 
benefit a great deal through such an environment. At the end of the workshop, participants left 
with a deeper understanding of the approaches their counterparts have developed to pursue 
safer roads, as well as new strategies for incorporating professional collaboration into their daily 
practice in the ongoing efforts to Drive Zero Fatalities to a Reality on Illinois roadways.  
 
“The Traffic and Engineering Safety Pre-Conference Workshop is a great way for industry to 
better understand the goals and challenges the DOT faces in trying to reduce K & A 
crashes.  The workshop gives industry an opportunity to share their knowledge of 
countermeasures available and help provide potential solutions to these challenges.” Julie 
Wrightsman, ATSSA Illinois Chapter President 

 


