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Section 1: 
SB 1 Fact Sheet 
 
• Taxes and fees 

o Gas taxes 

 Existing: The base excise tax is 18 cents a gallon. A price-based excise tax is currently 
set at 9.8 cents a gallon, for a total rate of 27.8 cents a gallon. 

 Nov. 1, 2017: The base excise tax will increase to 30 cents a gallon. 

 July 1, 2019: The price-based excise tax will reset to 17.3 cents a gallon, about half-a-
cent more than the rate the Brown administration projects will be in effect by then 
anyway. 

 The 47.3-cent combined excise tax in effect July 1, 2019 will be adjusted for inflation 
beginning July 1, 2020. 

 Average annual revenue: $2.4 billion 
o Diesel taxes 

 Existing: The base excise tax is 16 cents a gallon. The state also collects two 
categories of sales taxes on diesel fuel: the regular state and local sales tax, which 
averages 8.44 percent, and an additional 1.75 percent sales tax. 

 Nov. 1, 2017: Base diesel fuel excise tax will increase to 36 cents a gallon. The 36-
cent excise tax will be adjusted for inflation beginning July 1, 2020. 

 Nov. 1, 2017: The 1.75 percent diesel fuel sales tax will increase to 5.75 percent. 

 Estimated annual revenue: $1.08 billion 
o Transportation Improvement Fee 

 Existing: The Department of Motor Vehicles’ base registration fee is $53. 

 Jan. 1, 2018: People will pay a new “transportation improvement fee” ranging from $25 
to $175, depending on the value of their vehicle:   

Value Fee per year 

Up to $4,999 $25 

$5,000-$24,999 $50 

$25,000-$34,999 $100 

$35,000-$59,999 $150 

$60,000 and up $175 

The fee will be adjusted for inflation beginning Jan. 1, 2020. 

 Estimated revenue: $1.6 billion 
o Zero-emission vehicles 

 Existing: There are no ZEV-specific charges. 

 July 1, 2020: New $100 “road improvement fee.” The fee will be adjusted for inflation 
beginning Jan. 1, 2021. 

 Estimated revenue: $20 million 
o Other revenue 

 $706 million in one-time revenue from the general fund’s repayment of trans. loans 

 $100 million annually from unspecified Caltrans savings 
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• Where will the money go? 
o Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Program – $3.24 billion a year on average: Off the 

top, the program allocates several hundred million dollars to various endeavors: 

 $400 million to maintain and repair state bridges and culverts 

 $200 million for Sacramento and 23 other counties with local transportation taxes 

 $100 million to increase the number of trips by bike and on foot 

 $25 million for the freeway service patrol program 

 $25 million for sustainable communities planning grants to local governments 

 $7 million total for transportation-related research and education at UC ($5 million) and 
CSU ($2 million) 

 $5 million in workforce development grants to local agencies 

 Of the roughly $2.48 billion remaining, half would go to Caltrans for state highway 
maintenance and rehabilitation. The other half would go to cities and counties for road 
maintenance and repair projects and railroad grade separations. It also pays for an 
emphasis on “complete streets” that are safer for walkers and bikers, capture storm 
water, and include other features. 

o State highways – $1.49 billion 
o Local streets and roads – $1.48 billion 
o Public transit – $700 million: Receives an additional one-time $256 million from the 

transportation loan payback. The money will pay for local bus and light-rail systems, new 
equipment and other capital expenses. 

o Trade – $365 million: Pays for projects to improve movement of goods from the state’s 
large ports and other trade facilities. 

o Traffic – $250 million: Congested Corridors Program is intended to reduce traffic on 
California’s most heavily traveled roads. 

o Parks, boats: The State Parks and Recreation Fund will collect the revenue from the 12-
cent gas excise tax increase on gas purchases for boats and other off-highway vehicles. 
The money will be used for state parks, boating programs, off-highway vehicle parks and 
other services. 
 

• Other provisions 
o Creates a $30 million program to reduce the burden of transportation projects on the 

environment. 
o Creates a state transportation inspector general within a new Caltrans Independent Office 

of Audits and Investigations. 
o Sets regulations giving commercial truckers more time to comply with pollution-control 

regulations. 
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Section 2: 
SB 1 Repeal Threat 

As you know, the California Legislature passed SB 1, a gas tax increase, in April of this year 

which took effect on November 1. The CAL-ATSSA chapter held an advocacy day in July to thank 

members of the legislature for the passage of SB 1 and to urge legislators to make sure that the 

new revenue from the gas tax increase stays dedicated to transportation funding.  

SB 1 will raise a projected $52.4 billion for transportation over 10 years. ATSSA supports 

continued and increased funding for roadways and bridges through traditional user fees (gas tax, 

VMT, etc.) and new funding and financing options. Increased funding for our transportation 

network means a rise in new construction opportunities in California, as well as implementing 

much needed infrastructure repairs on California's roads and bridges. These projects will require 

ATSSA member involvement as the manufacturers and installers of roadway safety products, 

equipment and services. 

While the gas tax is currently in effect, it still faces an uphill battle. Opponents of SB 1 are working 

many different angles to try to repeal the gas tax increase, one of which is through a November 

2018 ballot measure.  

Over the next few months and through the 2018 elections in November, it is important that 

transportation stakeholders such as yourselves continue to outwardly show your support for SB 1. 

In section 4 of this packet you will find a list of projects that are either underway or in the works as 

a result of new revenue from SB 1. You will also see a number of these projects were accelerated 

because of the gas tax increase. 

We would like to encourage chapter members to talk about these projects with employees, 

colleagues, friends, and family. Share stories with your network on social media regarding road 

improvements and make sure everyone sees what the higher price at the pump gets them. Make 

sure to convey to them that this gas tax increase means new business opportunities for your com- 

pany, CAL-ATSSA members, and an overall boon for the transportation industry and road users. 

o Please refer to Section 4 of this packet for the list of projects and resources that you 
can use to promote the benefits of SB 1 to your network! 
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Section 3: 

What has ATSSA Done Thus Far to Support SB 1 and Combat 

the Repeal Effort? 

1. On July 18, CAL-ATSSA held an advocacy day at the California state capitol which consisted 
of 21 chapter members who met with 45 legislator offices. 51% of the meetings were in-
person meetings with the legislator including both Chairs of the House and Senate 
Transportation Committees. The advocacy day participants were tasked with 1) thanking 
members for the passage of SB 1 and discussing the positive impact the bill will have on CAL-
ATSSA members and the transportation construction industry, 2) urging legislators to keep 
new revenues for SB 1 for transportation, and 3) educating legislators and their staff on the 
roadway safety infrastructure industry and what CAL-ATSSA members are doing to make 
roads safer and save lives. 

 

2. Since the advocacy day, CAL-ATSSA chapter leadership has continued to urge chapter 
members to get the word out on the positive impact of SB 1 via chapter meetings and chapter 
correspondence. CAL-ATSSA President Christy Meyers-King sent a letter to chapter 
members on 11/14 urging them to continue their vocal support for SB 1. Chapter members 
were asked to talk about projects and potential new business with their employees, friends, 
family and colleagues. Enclosed in the email were documents outlining projects that are either 
underway or already in the works as a result of new revenue from SB 1 as well as some tools 
that chapter members can use to promote the benefits of SB 1 on social media network. 

 

3. CAL-ATSSA advocacy committee members have been in contact with Caltrans’ department of 
public affairs who provided us these project lists and tools to help us get the word out and rally 
support for SB 1.  Caltrans has expressed their gratitude for our continued support as they 
understand that this is still an uphill battle and it’s going to take effort from the entire 
transportation construction industry to protect this measure. 

 

4. ATSSA is an active member of the Transportation Construction Coalition (TCC) which is 
working to mitigate the SB 1 repeal hype. SB 1 affects the wider transportation construction 
community and our voice is better amplified through this coalition effort. TCC held several 
press conferences in early October (right before the gas tax increase took affect) throughout 
California to highlight local projects that will be expedited as a result of SB 1 funding. TCC 
members are working angles at the federal level as well since Republicans from the California 
legislature are now calling on vulnerable Republicans in Congress to help in the SB 1 repeal 
effort. Not surprisingly Republicans are a driving force behind this repeal, not because they 
necessarily oppose the gas tax increase, but because they think that having this on the ballot 
will increase Republican voter turnout at the polls. However, latest polling data from TCC 
shows that having the SB 1 repeal measure on the ballot will NOT impact or improve 
Republican voter turnout at the polls. 
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Section 4: 
What We Need from You (CA Plant and Office Managers) 
 

CAL-ATSSA would like to encourage its members to get out and share the benefits of SB 1 with 

colleagues, friends, and family on social media! Here are some tools you can use followed by a 

list of projects that are underway or in the works as a result of SB 1 revenue.  

 

1.       SB1 “Rebuilding CA” website http://rebuildingca.ca.gov/  

 

2.       Rebuilding CA’s “News” page has various SB1 articles http://rebuildingca.ca.gov/news.html  

 

3.       CalSTA’s “Newsroom” page has its own news releases and links to SB1-related 

“Department Releases” sorted by agency: https://calsta.ca.gov/newsroom/press-releases/  

 

4.       July 21, 2017 CalSTA press release with download links to two accelerated project lists 

(see attached PDFs): https://calsta.ca.gov/2017/07/21/state-transportation-leaders-expedite-

more-than-285-million-in-sb-1-road-repairs/    

 

5.       Click on accelerated project icons for descriptions on the SB1 sites’ “Project Map” page 

http://rebuildingca.ca.gov/map.html (we are in the process of adding a “before” photo for each 

project) 

 

6.       Caltrans’ October press releases include the announcement of the CA Transportation 

Commission’s monthly allocations http://www.dot.ca.gov/paffairs/pr/. Releases are grouped 

regionally to highlight local projects (see attached district map) – see the release that includes El 

Dorado County http://www.dot.ca.gov/paffairs/pr/2017/prs/17pr104.html as an example. Each has 

a boilerplate message that includes download links to a 12-page list of statewide accelerated 

projects (see attached) and to the bill language. 

 

7.       Caltrans’ social media channels are available on our “Contact Us” web page – click the red 

“Social Media” button. (Also organized by regional district number): 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/contactus.html  

  

Your efforts on this front are much appreciated! 

 

http://rebuildingca.ca.gov/
http://rebuildingca.ca.gov/news.html
https://calsta.ca.gov/newsroom/press-releases/
https://calsta.ca.gov/2017/07/21/state-transportation-leaders-expedite-more-than-285-million-in-sb-1-road-repairs/
https://calsta.ca.gov/2017/07/21/state-transportation-leaders-expedite-more-than-285-million-in-sb-1-road-repairs/
http://rebuildingca.ca.gov/map.html
http://www.dot.ca.gov/paffairs/pr/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/paffairs/pr/2017/prs/17pr104.html
http://www.dot.ca.gov/contactus.html
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