
We are in the home stretch, says 
Rob Schladetzky, project manager with 
Fagen Inc. 

Civil is winding up pouring con-
crete for the train loadout, grouting 
and a few small pads. Iron is also 
winding down. With all the buildings 
and major pipe racks complete, they 
are working on miscellaneous plat-
forms and the rack to train loadout. 
Insulation and siding installation is 
ongoing. 

Both the fermentation and process 
buildings are close to being enclosed. 
The energy center has been started 
with the north wall up and should be 
enclosed shortly after the first of the 
year. 

Millwrights are doing final pump 
alignments in all 
areas and putting 
sieve beads and 
packing in vessels. 
They will also be 
setting pumps in 
the tank farm and 
set the loadouts 
and flare. 

Electrical crews 
are working in the 
motor control cen-
ter (MCC) rooms, 
energy center, 
cooling tower, tank 
farm and grains. 
The pipe crew is 
also working in the 
energy center, dis-
tillation, loadouts and tank farm. The 
control room and lab areas are close 
to completion. 

Power is on site and we will start 
powering up the power distribution 
panel (PDP) soon. The end of January 
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Closing in on completion: March start-up set

All areas of the plant are taking final 
shape (above) with ethanol load-out 
rail (left) ready to go.

will be busy starting to commission 
the plant. We will be installing the 
computer equipment, energizing gear 
and bringing the distributed control 
system (DCS) on line, Schladetzky 
noted.

Additional projects, being overseen 

by Ringneck CEO Walt Wendland are 
also quickly being checked off the list.

Wendland noted that in addi-
tion to the power being brought to 
the site by Oahe REC and East River, 
water service to the site has also been 
completed, with two of three gas lined 
connected as well. Septic systems and 
water discharge are finished, too.

Railroad links for DDG load out 
and grain receiving are wrapping up 
this month, as paving of a limited 
portion of the plant’s roads is begin-
ning. Initial paving will be limited to 
providing a link from the main county 
road, across the scale, and to grain 

Continued on Page 3
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Ringneck Energy has added Jeremy Johnson of Selby, 
S.D., to the management staff as environmental, health 
and safety manager. Jeremy worked as a safety manager in 
the wind energy industry for four years prior to joining the 
Ringneck team, and had worked in the safety field in the 
mining industry before that, giving him an extensive back-
ground in the overall energy sector. He is also a former 
iron worker with a strong experience in construction.

Jeremy is originally from the Seattle area, though he 
met his wife in Arizona and arrived in South Dakota by way 
of Colorado. He and his wife have two daughters.

“After spending much of the last four 
years working on the road in a position 
requiring constant travel, I’m pleased to 
be in a position where I can be home 
every night,” Johnson said.

Additional management and produc-
tion staff will be added to the Ringneck 
roster after the first of the year as the 
plant nears start-up.

Introducing EH&S manager Jeremy Johnson

Grain delivery to begin in January for March start-up
Farmers throughout the Ringneck 

Energy area received postcards re-
cently letting them know that Ring-
neck is open for business, with grain 
deliveries beginning by late January. 
Commodities Manager Kevin Kjors-
vik reached out to hundreds of grain 
producers and potential DDG custom-
ers to share the news of the plant’s 
anticipated opening. “The phone’s 
been ringing a lot since those went 

out,” says CEO Walt Wendland.
Actual plant start-up has been 

pushed back from the original date in 
response to the current market condi-
tions, with the board targeting March 
1 and approval for the change granted 
by the company’s lending institu-
tions. “There are several reasons to let 
things come together a little better 
before starting up,” says Wendland, 
including sitting out a current lull in 

ethanol prices and pushing the hiring 
process for more plant staff into the 
new year, rather than trying to coordi-
nate it over the holiday season.

Also anticipated in late March or 
early April is the first annual member-
ship meeting for Ringneck Energy, 
along with a tour of the facility. Watch 
your mail/email for more details in 
the coming weeks.

The corn market has been stuck 
in its current range for the past 3 
months with the March contract top-
ping out at 3.90 and the bottom being 
3.67.  The meeting between US Presi-
dent Trump and China’s President Xi 
helped propel the market to the upper 
end of the range after they agreed 
to what amounted to a truce on any 
further tariffs being implemented on 
Chinese imports, assuming that China 
would purchase a substantial amount 
of US goods, with corn, wheat and soy-
beans being included in that basket.  

I believe the market will need 
confirmation of these Chinese ag 
purchases before March corn can take 
a serious run past its current ceiling of 
$3.90.  Otherwise, I believe the market 
will slowly trend to the lower end of 

the range as good South American 
weather and ample world and domes-
tic stocks weigh on the marketplace.  

The WASDE report released Dec. 
11 did little to help the bulls as 
ending stocks for all three major 
commodities were raised slightly.  
The market mostly shrugged off the 
slightly bearish news as traders view 
the US/Chinese trade developments 
with more interest.  US corn 2018/19 
ending stocks were raised to 1.781 
billion bushels, exceeding the USDA 
November estimate of 1.736 billion 
bushels and above trade estimates of 
1.738 billion bushels.  The world corn 
2018/19 ending stocks were raised to 
308.8 MMT, above the November es-
timate of 307.51 MMT and above the 
average trade guess of 307.59 MMT.  

The DDG market remains firm as 
plants start planning for a slowdown 
based on tight ethanol margins.  This 
has some plants pulling offers on any 
new feed sales as they make sure to 
honor the ones already on the books.  
The market still waits for this pullback 
on production after the EIA’s first week 
showed an increase in grind mak-
ing traders flummoxed.  Corn basis 
remains firm as export markets push 
bids to fill in needs and on expecta-
tions of new business into China.  
However, Ukraine has replaced the US 
as the cheapest origin in the world for 
corn.  

Please call 605-258-2900 and 
speak with Kevin Kjorsvik to find out 
what corn/milo prices Ringneck En-
ergy is paying  for the upcoming year.

Commodity Comments

Corn prices hinge on trade developments
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To produce renewable energy that 
adds value to grain and livestock 
production, enhances the income of 
our investor partners, provides a safe 
and rewarding work environment 
that creates economic opportunities 
for the surrounding area.

Goals for the Company:
• Produce 80 million gallons per year 

of bio-fuel ethanol focusing on the 
local, regional and national markets 
by first quarter of 2019.

• Produce a high-protein feed source 
for the local livestock.

• Return maximum profits to member 
investors.

• Add value to agriculture in the area.
• Meet the standard 20% reduction in 

greenhouse gas emissions.
• Improve efficiency with the latest 

technology.
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DISCLAIMER
This newsletter contains historical information, as well forward-looking statements about Ringneck Energy LLC and our future performance and prospects 
and expected future operations and actions. All statements that are not historical or current facts are forward-looking statements. In some cases you can 
identify forward-looking statements by words such as “believe”, “hope”, “expect”, “anticipate” and similar expressions. We caution readers not to place any 
undue reliance on any forward-looking statements. Forward looking statements are only our predictions based on current information and involve numer-
ous assumptions, risks and uncertainties including, without limitation, changes in the availability of credit, demand and supply of ethanol, corn production, 
plant operations and the actions of regulatory authorities. Our actual results or actions may differ materially from these forward-looking statements for 
many reasons, including risks associated with the ethanol industry generally, and the ability of the company to timely meet all requirements of financing and 
construction of the plant. We undertake no responsibility to update any forward-looking statement.
 
Additionally, certain information contained in this newsletter was obtained from own research and other sources believed to be credible and reliable. In 
particular, we have used information provided by trade organizations for the ethanol industry, which may present information in a manner that is more fa-
vorable to that industry than would be presented by an independent source. Although we believe our sources are reliable, we have not independently verified 
such information and make no guarantees as to its accuracy or completeness.
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CEO comments and updates
Impacts on demand 
now and in the future

While domestic ethanol demand 
has fallen slightly in the last few 
months, largely as a result of actions 
taken by the EPA to extend Small Re-
finery Exemptions to more oil refinery 
facilities, export markets continue to 
be the bright spot for our industry.

In the first 10 months of 2018, the 
US exceeded 2017 export totals, with 
a year-to-year increase of more than 
30 percent.

There are also reasons for opti-
mism in the hoped-for extension of 
E15 as a year-round fuel nationwide 
in 2019 as the auto industry also 
works toward creating more vehicles 
designed to run on higher octane 
fuels to address climate change and 
reduce emissions.

There are a lot of things coming 
together for ethanol right now. We 
hope higher octane in the automobile 
industry will be a better thing for 
everybody.

—Walt Wendland, CEO

Wishing all of you a

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Continued from Page 1:
Construction update
receiving. The administration building 
has been framed, and Wendland and 
his staff anticipate moving into the 
new quarters by mid-January.
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