Notes from Kent Taylor – General Manager
Thank you, Elden and Charla!
I wish to inform you that Elden Hall, our Feed Division Manager, has announced his retirement
and his last day will be April 1st. His “can do” attitude always made sure the customer was
taken care of. Katherine interviewed Elden for his
experiences in the cooperative system,
I have been involved in the agricultural business my
entire life and in the cooperative system since the
1970s. I have always enjoyed working with the people
and the animal production side of the industry. The
best part is seeing your end result: the way the cattle
sell and how the people respond. The cooperative
system is changing, and Ag Valley is progressive. As
long as the customer is taken care of, Ag Valley will
be successful. Just take things one day at a time.
Thank you, Elden! We wish you and Joyce the best in this next stage of life and I am sure you
will put the camper to good use. The search for the next Feed Division Manager is currently
under way.
I am also announcing to you that Charla Werkmeister, our long time Grain Accountant in
Maywood, has announced her retirement. Charla’s last day will be April 1st. Her role in keeping
the grain accounting balanced is a very important role, and she has done a great job! Here is
Katherine’s interview with Charla as she looks back at her time, first with the Maywood Co-op,
then Ag Valley:
I have been working in the same office since I started
with the Maywood Cooperative Association in 1988! I
started out running the scale, then doing the settlements
and paying the farmers for their grain and now I do the
grain accounting for Ag Valley. Even though there are
changes from one year to the next, it is all about the
relationships. If you treat your employees and producers
right, they will be back and be happy to work with you
and for you. I will miss my coworkers and the producers,
but I am looking forward to spending more time with grandkids during the summer and the trips
I already have planned.
Charla, it has been our pleasure to have you as a part of Ag Valley. Enjoy your retirement and
we wish you the best!

So…it’s time for a party for Elden & Charla
Since both Elden and Charla are retiring at the
end of March, we are going to have party in
their honor.
Spring will arrive, but when?
With all the snow and rain we have received
lately, it will take some time to thaw and dry
up. We will be faced with a short time frame to
get everything done as you return the field.
Every year has its challenges, but I know that
Ag Valley will do its best to serve you through
this process. We look forward to working with
you and appreciate your patience. Before you know it, we will be complaining about the hot
weather!
-Have a good day! -Stay safe! – God Bless, Kent
Breeding Season – Jennifer Gigax, M.S., Livestock Production Specialist
Breeding season is right around the corner! For March 1 calves next spring, cows should be
getting bred around May 23. Are your bulls ready? Your bulls are the athletes of your operation
and they need to be in tip top shape and ready to go the minute they exit the trailer door this
spring. For spring calving herds, now is the time to start getting the bulls on the right track to
optimal performance as sperm maturation takes around 60 days. At this time, the bulls should be
getting fed a high-quality diet boosted by a high-quality mineral program for best breeding
results next spring. Zinpro’s Availa 4 is an organic mineral complex that has been proven to
enhance trace mineral uptake and increase percentages of motile, rapidly motile, and
progressively motile sperm. Availa 4 can be found is several of the products that we carry. Call
or stop in to your local Ag Valley Feed location today for diet recommendations or more
information on the benefits of Availa 4. Our sales folks are always happy to help!
Jennifer Gigax- 785-259-6496
Richard Bollman- 308-289-1111
Danny Hejtmanek- 308-920-0629

