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Overview

 Part I: Spring 2014 Overview

 Part II: Summer 2014 Overview

 Part III: Fall Outlook

 Part IV: Winter Forecast

 Part V: Summer Preview



Spring 2014

 Soil temperatures warmed slowly in response to a 
brutally cold winter. 

 Untimely rainfall delayed corn and soybean planting 
by several weeks.

 Drought lingered across the Western Midwest.









May Highlights

 Temperatures averaged near to above normal

 Rainfall averaged near to below normal, allowing for a 
quick resumption of planting by mid-month

 Market prices begin to tumble

















June Highlights

 Extreme rainfall plagues the western Midwest along 
with several episodes of severe weather.

 Temperatures were near normal west, above normal 
east.

 Many fields become flooded in addition to river 
flooding.

 Some farmers are forced to replant.

 Good and excellent condition starts high.















July Highlights

 Rainfall trends below normal for many across the 
western Midwest.

 Temperatures averaged below normal.

 Good and excellent corn and soybean conditions 
remain near record levels.

 Market prices tumble







August Highlights

 Weather remains favorable for maturing crops, with 
some localized dry spots.

 Record yields are becoming more certain.

 Most areas see near normal temperatures with near to 
above normal rainfall





Corn from Mansfield, IL August 20, 2014
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Summer Review

 Extreme wetness turn into a more benign pattern, even 
some dryness. 

 Crop conditions remains near all time highs.

 Record crop yields a near guarantee by the end of 
August.

 USDA increases their August corn and soybean yields 
forecasts to 167.4 bu/acre and 45.4 bu/acre, 
respectively.







Fall 2014

 September/early October rainfall stalls harvest.

 Late October warmth allows for a quick rebound.

 Lack of an early frost preserves record yield potential, 
despite some patchy frost in late September and a few 
stronger events in early October.

 USDA increases corn and soybean yield forecasts in 
October to 174.2 bu/acre and 47.1 bu/acre, respectively.



Winter 2014/15 Outlook

Key Factors:

1. El Nino Southern Oscillation

2. Analog years (ONI-based)

3. Pacific Decadal Oscillation

4. Pattern Persistence



ENSO







Why Do We Care??
 Wintertime temperature and rainfall patterns vary 

significantly across the US depending on the strength 
of the El Nino signal.

 Historically, strong El Nino patterns favor above 
normal temperatures across the western and northern 
US with above normal rainfall for the south.

 Weak El Nino patterns allow for more “buckling” in 
the jet stream, resulting in a cooler signal across the 
northern and especially eastern US.

















Ag Impacts
 Near normal temperatures across the Plains limits the 

winterkill risk.

 Weak El Nino is less favorable for rainfall across 
drought stricken areas of S Plains, and drought may 
linger into the Spring putting a limit on yield potential 
of HRW Wheat.

 Western Midwest sees a seasonable winter. 

 Minor freeze risks for Florida citrus.



Summer Preview

 Most climate models indicate wintertime El Nino will 
gradually fade into neutral conditions by next summer.

 Return of El Nino cannot be ruled out.

 Nosedive into La Nina seems unlikely.

 All three scenarios have occurred with our analog years 



1980 Analog







Ag Impacts
 Low confidence in summer forecast

 Heat threat favored across southwest Midwest/Plains.

 Best growing conditions focused across the Ohio 
Valley.

 Severe weather threat may be elevated across OH 
Valley.

 Drought may worsen across Plains, impacting wheat.
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Trendline Yields

 Trendline National Corn Yields are 165.5 bu/acre

 Trendline soybean yields are 45.6 bu/acre

 Iowa trendline corn yield: 183 bu/acre

 Iowa trendline soybean yield: 53 bu/acre
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National Corn/Soybean Yield Forecast
 Based off the summer outlook, near normal corn and 

soybean yields are expected.

 Historically, back-to-back years with record yields are 
very rare.

 Corn Yield: 165.5 bu/acre

 Soybean Yield: 45.7 bu/acre



CLUPOINT PROJECT
WHAT IS CLUPOINT?

Dynamic Micro Level Weather Reporting.

Virtual Yield Forecast Model

Web based Weather Data Library



Application To Crop Insurance 
 CLUPOINT uses historical weather data to build 

predictive yield modeling for the current year. 

 Data and predictions are updated daily.

 This yield model can be tied to the Crop Insurance 
Level and the CME futures price to predict the 
probability of a Common Land Unit will have a loss. 

 All CLUs of a policy can be summed to determine if 
the Policy may have an indemnity. 



CLUPOINT TIMING
The model is being released in the first 

quarter of 2015. 

CLUPOINT will need the client to 
provide the CLU GPS coordinate and 
the Yield history by crop for the CLU. 



Questions or Comments?



FOR MORE INFO
Email us at snow@weather.net

Call us at 515-282-9310

http://freesenotis.agricharts.com/fnform

mailto:snow@weather.net


Use Agreement
This PowerPoint and any download of such are intended solely for the use 
of the individual or entity to whom viewed or downloaded the PowerPoint 
directly. If you want to share this PowerPoint please do through sharing of 
the link only or with permission via email from snow@weather.net. This 
PowerPoint contains confidential information and is intended only to be 
presented in the entirety of this presentation. Any separation of slides or 
representation other than the complete presentation of 62 slides is 
forbidden. If you disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in 
reliance on the contents of this information, it is at your risk. Any 
dissemination, distribution or copy this PowerPoint in less than entirety 
of 62 slides is not permissioned or enjoined. The information contained is 
for education purposes and should not be relied on for any decisions. If 
you receive this PowerPoint in error, you should not disseminate, 
distribute or copy this PowerPoint. Please notify the sender immediately 
by e-mail if you have received this PowerPoint by mistake and delete this 
from your system. You are notified that taking any action in reliance on 
the contents of this information is strictly at your own risk. 


