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Corn Replanting Guidelines
Making the decision to replant is generally not an easy one, as growers have to decide if the
risks of replanting outweigh the risks of leaving a less than ideal stand of corn. There are
several steps to take in order to help make the replant decision a little easier:
Take several stand counts to determine the plants per acre in the field.
If the stand is sparse throughout the field, take several random stand counts over the field to get
an average stand count. If the field has both good and poor areas, take several stand counts
from both good and poor areas to get an average of both areas, and then determine the percent
of the field that has a poor stand. This will give you an idea of the average stand in the poor
areas and the total area of the field affected.

Determine the cause of the poor stand
Take any actions, if needed, to help correct it if you can. There are many factors that can
contribute to poor stands, and it is important to not only look at the entire field to get the “big
picture”, and also to dig and closely examine plants to determine the cause. Some of the things
to look for include:
Weather conditions between planting and emergence, was it too cold or wet after planting. Are
there any patterns in the field that would indicate compaction, herbicide injury, etc.? Look at the

plant for any damage from diseases, insect feeding or herbicide injury. Check the planting depth
on the corn to determine if it was planted too deep or too shallow and affected the emergence.
Look for any other planter related issue that may cause stand issues.

Final Decision
Determine if the expected yield, cost of replanting and risk associated with replanting the corn is
more or less than the expected yield, cost and risk associated with keeping the current stand.
While the decision to replant is generally not easy, having a good average population from
several stand counts of the current stand, along with the information around expected yields
from keeping thin stands and the expected yields from replanting can help make that decision
easier
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