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 Progressive Ag Coop is 6 months into its fi rst year, and WOW--what a great 
way to start! We just fi nished our fi rst wheat harvest, and I am pleased to report it 
was better than expected. With 20% less acres planted in wheat, we ended up taking 
in roughly 90% of a fi ve-year average. I was very encouraged by our members’ loy-
alty and the pride displayed by the employees this fi rst harvest. Th ank you!
 From the very fi rst day this new coop began, the employees have worked 
hard to make it a great place for our customers to choose to do business. With 
shrinking grain margins and pressure to keep input costs as low as possible for you, 
it is, and will continue to be, a challenge to make your coop profi table. With that be-
ing said, because of the merger, the probability of this happening is good. Our coop 
has several advantages going forward, and among them is the ability to fi nd and 
attract new talent among the workforce as well as the introduction of new programs 
to better serve our members. 
 In this newsletter, you get a glimpse of what our future should look like. In 
July, the Board attended some coop educational meetings and held our board plan-
ning session. With our bankers and auditors also present, we took a look at what we 
need to do in the next two to fi ve years to keep up with the demand for speed and 
space for your crops, while maintaining the coop model of returning some profi ts to 
our members. We were very encouraged with the outcome of the planning session 
and the future plans for Progressive Ag Coop.
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 Comark Equity Alliance, LLC 
(CEA) was open for business on August 1, 
2017 for the exclusive benefi t of the 28 coop-
erative members and their producer-owners. 
Th e ground work for this new entity was laid 
by Equity Marketing Alliance and Comark 
Grain Marketing over the past number of 
years. Th e primary goal of the company is to 
eff ectively and effi  ciently market the member 
grain for the inherent benefi t of the individu-
als who own our cooperative system.
 I recently read an article in a peri-
odical that commented on the seven coop-
erative principles. Th e sixth of those seven is 
“Cooperation among Cooperatives.” I cannot 
think of any better example of this principle 

than CEA. For 28 individual coops and their 
memberships to have the vision and forward 
looking approach to form CEA is a testimony 
to this principle. Th e strength of CEA in as-
sociate talent, economies of scale, geographic 
diversity, and fi nancial safety and sound-
ness, to name a few, demonstrates the point 
that “we are stronger together than we are as 
individuals.” An idea formed many years ago 
from the very foundation that our coopera-
tive industry was built on.
 We realize that the mission of CEA 
is not just about being bigger in the market-
place. Our associates and the organizations 
we are allied with still have the specifi c focus 
of providing an exceptional customer experi-

ence and 
ultimately 
enhancing 
each of your 
business 
entities for 
generations 
to come.  
We look 
forward to 
serving our 
member needs during the coming years and 
want to wish you a safe and profi table har-
vest. Should you ever have any questions of 
me, I can be contacted through your general 
manager.

Comark Equity Alliance Open for Business Alan Woodard, CEA CEO

August 2017     proagcoop.com | 7

SEEDS
SUCCESS

FOR

 Th e graph and chart below depict some interesting data 
from our fi rst “combined” wheat harvest as Progressive Ag Coop.  
Interestingly, several PAC locations were similar in the percent-
age of the total wheat crop received. Please note this chart is only 
for farmer delivered bushels of wheat. Argonia South also took 
in 79,055 bushels of canola, and several of our facilities took in 
transfer bushels of wheat from other elevators, which amounted to 
1,609,257 of additional bushels handled beyond the 6,353,109.  
 Th e graph illustrates the daily intake for all locations 
combined (farmer delivered grain only, not including transfers). It 
is easy to see the days when weather slowed harvest down and also 
when harvest started tapering off .  
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WHEAT HARVEST RECAP 2017
 With fall harvest upon us, we expect bushels to be allo-
cated to the locations much diff erently than wheat harvest bushels 
were since the eastern side of the territory is predominately plant-
ed to row crops, while the western side is more heavily planted to 
wheat. It will also be interesting to see our fi rst year of combined 
volumes of fall crop receipts.  

TOTAL BUSHELS PER DAY

2017 Bushels Per Location
Locations Total Bushels % of Total

Danville 1,136,532.67 18%
Newport 790,995.33 12%
Mayfi eld 701,207.99 11%
Rome 657,373.01 10%
Metcalf 638,249.01 10%
Argonia North 496,399.98 8%
South Haven 488,075.99 8%
Bluff  City 469,994.32 7%
Wellington North 394,989.99 6%
Albin 390,008.33 6%
Oxford 156,671.66 2%
Argonia South 32,611.49 1%
TOTAL 6,353,109.77 100%

 Derek McCaslin is moving to our 
Newport location to better serve our grow-
ers in that area with agronomy needs. Derek 
began working for Progressive Ag Coop 
back in high school the summer of 2006 as a 
grain operator and continued as summer and 
weekend help up until the summer of 2013, 
when he interned under Ron Kenney in our 
Agronomy department. Derek graduated 
from Chaparral High School in 2009 and 
went on to attend Kansas State University 

New Face in Agronomy at Newport Location
Monte Hampton & Laura Bringer

where he earned his Bachelor of Science 
degree in Agronomy in May of 2014. Aft er 
graduation, he became a full-time 
agronomy technician assisting pro-
ducers with application of fertilizers 
and pesticides.  
 In the past three years, 
Derek has continued to work with 
Ron Kenney and Darrell Schulle 
with soil and crop inspections in or-
der to provide product recommen-

dations to our producers that will assist with 
soil fertility and weed and pesticide issues.    

 Derek completed his Certi-
fi ed Crop Advisor training back 
in 2016 and is a licensed CCA. So, 
even though Derek may not be a 
new face to some, his accumulated 
knowledge will now be used in a 
diff erent capacity. Derek can be 
reached by cell phone at 620-840-
1100 or out of our Newport branch. 

Michelle Bergman & Chaney Stallbaumer
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TO THIS YEAR’S WHEAT CROP Monte Hampton

his year was no 
diff erent than other 
years with a decision 
and timing of fungi-

cide applications to your 
wheat crop. For many, this 
decision is an important 
part of the growing season. 
Tim Turek, a producer 
from the South Haven 
area in Sumner County, 
said, “Wheat will almost 
always see a gain in test 
weight” when applied with 
a fungicide. 
 Progressive Ag 
Coop decided to put out a 
demonstration trial with 
Jeff  Blanchat as a coopera-
tor with the intent to show 
what is the value of spray-
ing a fungicide against not 
spraying at all. How did it 
aff ect with test weight?  
 Two applications 
were made on the fi eld in 
diff erent locations across 
all the varieties with the 
fi rst application applied 
in early April with 100 
foot boom width applica-
tion of Triva Pro across all 
varieties. Second applica-
tion was made at fl ag leaf 

emergence with 100 foot 
boom width over half of 
the earlier treatment with 
A Frame Plus. 
 Th e chart to the 
right shares the informa-
tion collected from what 
was conducted in the 
harvested test strips when 
weighed back and ran for 
moisture, test weight, and 
protein. 
 So is fungicide ap-
plication worth it? When 
asked to comment on his 
experiences this year con-
cerning fungicide applica-
tion and its benefi ts, Turek 
said, “If you want to push 
yields” then make a top-
dress and early fl ag leaf 
application. He went on 
to say, “Test weight is very 
important, especially for 
seed wheat production.”
 While diff erent 
producers may value dif-
ferent practices, hopefully 
our demonstration trial 
can off er some insight to 
your farming operation 
and how fungicide appli-
cation is utilized. 

 We would like to welcome Noah 
Goza to the Progressive Ag Agronomy Team.  
Noah comes to us from Colorado 
State University where he majored 
in Soil and Crop Science with an 
emphasis in Precision Agronomy. 
Before that, Noah spent three 
years at Kansas State University 
majoring in Agronomy and work-
ing on campus in the Agronomy 
Department. Noah and his wife 

New Employee with Progressive Ag Coop Agronomy Team
Monte Hampton & Laura Bringer

currently reside in West Wichita and are 
expecting their fi rst child in November.

  Since Noah joined PAC 
right before wheat harvest, he was able 
to jump in to lend a hand where need-
ed. Now that harvest is done, Noah 
has been busy learning our AgOs sys-
tem and working to establish variable 
rates on product application. Another 
duty that Noah has taken the lead on 
is working on the computer at both 

our Danville and Wellington North locations 
to update our product inventories. When he 
is not behind the desk, you may catch him 
out in the fi eld scouting and providing area 
producers with product recommendations. 
 We look forward to Noah enhancing 
the Precision Ag Program over our territory.  
If you meet Noah in the offi  ce or at one of 
our locations, please be sure to visit with him 
and ask him any of your agronomy related 
questions. 

PROGRESSIVE AG COOP WHEAT FUNGICIDE 
APPLICATION DEMONSTRATION

VARIETY
FUNGICIDE/

UNTREATED
MOISTURE 

TEST 

WEIGHT 
PROTEIN

Bentley Fungicide 11.3 55.7 11.6

Bentley Untreated 11.5 47.3 12.7

Grit Fungicide 11.7 56.9 9.4

Grit Untreated 12.1 48.9 9.9

Longbranch Fungicide 11.3 55.7 12

Longbranch Untreated 11.5 51.9 12.2

1863 Fungicide 11.7 58.5 8.5

1863 Untreated 12.2 47.3 9.1

Double Stop Fungicide 11.4 59.7 11.5

Double Stop Untreated 11.3 56.1 12.9

Underwood Fungicide 11.5 56.6 11.7

Underwood Untreated 11.7 52.4 11.2

Everest Fungicide 11.6 59.5 10.5

Everest Untreated 11.8 55 9.5

4458 Fungicide 11.3 59.8 12.5

4458 Untreated 11.4 53.5 13

Monument Fungicide 11.4 56.8 11.8

Monument Untreated 11.4 53 13

Llano Fungicide 11.6 60.3 11.8

Llano Untreated 11.6 59.5 11.1

AP 503 Fungicide 11.8 58.3 10.2

AP 503 Untreated 11.6 53.4 10.6

Flint Fungicide 11.4 55.7 12.5

Flint Untreated 11.6 49.2 12.1

Mint Fungicide 11.6 56.6 11.8

Mint Untreated 11.4 48.4 11.9

August 2017     proagcoop.com | 3

SEEDS
SUCCESS

FOR

 My name is Kyle Carothers, and I am 
37 years old. I went to school at Kansas State 
University, where I attained my Bachelors and 
Masters degrees in accounting before returning 
to the farm in 2002. I worked part time for Ken-
nedy and Coe doing tax returns for three years, 
where I tricked my wife into thinking I was an 
accountant, before joining my grandfather (Ray-
mond), Ken (my dad), Gene (my uncle), and 
Kregg (my brother) full time on the farm. I mar-
ried my best friend, Crystal Rippie Carothers, in 
August of 2005, and then started on our family, 
having three kids: Avry, 9; Fiona, 5; and Titus, 3. 
We truly have a family farm, as my entire family 
all helps out.
 Harvests usually means the wives 
driving combines, kids riding on fl oors, and my 
mom, Marsha Carothers, bringing out meals. 
My brother and I bought our fi rst farm in 2000 with the help of my grandpa, who passed away in 2009. Together, the four of us 
farm somewhere around 6,000 acres located all the way from south of Argonia to South of Attica. My brother and I together have 
accumulated around 1,160 acres, which contains about 835 acres of farm ground. We mainly grow wheat, which we use a lot for 
grazing, but we do grow a little bit of soybeans and milo. We also run a lot of stockers and have a cow herd of about 500 cows. 
Most of the cattle we raise or take in, we feed completely out. 
 My outlook for the future is to grow and manage the farm in a way that is successful by bringing on new technology and 
farming practices, planting the seeds for future generations. I also want to use my accounting degree to keep track of the numbers, 
monitoring and changing things to keep costs low and making the bottom line the best it can be. PAC assists me in every aspect of 
the farm, from applying fertilizer and chemical to storing grain. Keeping costs low is a priority, and PAC helps us do that.

  My name is Jeff  Neises. I grew up on 
a farm located between Wellington and Oxford, 
where I still operate from today. While in high 
school at Oxford, I also spent one year in the au-
tomotive technology program off ered at Cowley 
County Community College before deciding that 
being cooped up in a shop all day just wasn’t for 
me. I was 17 when my dad passed away in an 
accident. Aft er taking over the farm, I realized I 
didn’t know enough and returned to Cowley for 
some basic agriculture and economics education 
courses. I am now 33, and my wife, Joanna, and I 
have been married 10 years and have a 6-year-old 
daughter, Emily. With a little help from family, I 
farm about 1,500 acres. 
  Given this year’s economics, cotton is 
king on my land with soybeans, my traditional 
staple crop, taking second place. I also grow corn 

and wheat. All of the wheat acres are followed by double crop soybeans. Th is year, my cotton acres will be followed by wheat, some 
of which will be planted late and only used as a cover crop. Something new I am trying this year is I am cooperating with Darrell 
Schulle on a cotton variety test plot. We should gain some highly valuable local yield results. I also have a custom cotton stripping 
business that keeps me busy in the off  season.
 Our local cooperatives have played a vital role in the success of the area farmers and the community by meeting the 
needs of the producer and returning the excess revenue back to each member. As we look to the future, the specialized services 
PAC provides will continue to be essential to our business. I am especially excited about the growing knowledge base in agronomy 
that PAC off ers. Th ese professionals will help us to use our resources in the most eff ective and “progressive” way possible.

Kyle Carothers

Jeff Neises
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Th e wheat is cut, the beans are planted, the corn isn’t far 
away, and the heat is on! While we make preparations for fall harvest 
and wheat sowing, I’d like to spotlight a couple of the services that 
Progressive Ag Coop off ers (or soon will) to assist your farming 
operation from the comfort of your home. Patron Access and the 
new Titan Ordering System will both off er valuable tools to you as a 
grower. Let’s explore both a little deeper.

PATRON ACCESS
Patron Access (PA) is a program allowing patrons to log-in 

and view their accounts online. Th is secure system provides access 
to invoices, monthly statements, yearly tax volume statements, and 
more. Th ough we’ve off ered this service for over ten years, I’m still 
surprised about the number of people who either don’t know what 
Patron Access is or just don’t utilize the system. Th at said, I’ll clear up 
some of the confusion that I’ve recently heard.  

 » User names and passwords:  Th e credentials for our website 
features such as email and text alerts are not the same as PA 
credentials. Th ese can be setup the same for your convenience 
(should you choose to do so), but I just want to clear up that 
these are separate systems.  

 » Signing up for PA: Patron Access is accessed through the link 
on the left  side of our website. Go to www.proagcoop.com, visit 

the PA section of the website, 
and click the PAC logo in the 
center of the screen.  Th is is 
the PA Login Page. From this 
page, just click “New Account 
Request,” and fi ll out the form.  
Usually within one business day, 
your account will be setup and 
ready to go.  

 » Why there are multiple Patron Access links: Because our 
Coop is a member of CoMark Equity Alliance, all grain busi-
ness is handled through their PA service. You can fi nd that link 
in the same PA section of our website. Th e sign-up process for 
CEA Patron Access is virtually the same: Click “New Account 
Request,” and fi ll out the form.

TITAN ORDERING SYSTEM
 We’re very excited to announce the upcoming launch of 
our Titan Ordering System. Th is service, scheduled for release in late 
August or early September, will bring the grower access to our entire 
chemical line from the convenience of his or her home. Th is secure, 
online chemical ordering system will allow our patrons to order 
chemicals and other agronomy related products for pickup or for 
delivery in our new box truck.  
 In regards to log-in credentials, this system will utilize the 
same log-in credentials as PA. When you sign up for PA, you will be 
simultaneously signing up for the Titan System. Our new delivery 
truck will be running a route once per week. Simply log-in to the 
Titan System, order your chemicals, and they will be delivered on 
the route. Other delivery options may be available as well. Th e Titan 
System will not accept any payment methods. Cash tiered pricing will 
be cash or check only, due upon delivery. Other pricing tiers will be 
charged to your PAC account accordingly.  

 It is my hope that these two systems will help our patrons by 
increasing effi  ciency in the paperwork and logistical side of farming.  
If you have any questions on Patron Access, please feel free to contact 
me at ckreifels@proagcoop.com. I’m always happy to assist in any way 
I can. Please watch our website for the upcoming launch of the Titan 
System. We’re very excited to be able to off er this service to our grow-
ers. 

TECH NOTES Chris Kreifels, Information Technologies
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 Over the past 8 months, we’ve added new technological systems and revamped other systems to better serve our pa-
trons. Our website has been completely overhauled; we’ve added a mobile app, better customization for text and email alerts, 
Patron Access is available, and soon we’ll have a new online chemical ordering system in place. 
 While we’ve added all of these features, we recognize that they are only helpful if our growers are able to use them.  
With this in mind, we will be making a presentation of all of our technological systems at this year’s Ag Expo. We’ll dive into 
signing up for each aspect of our online presence as well as the features of each. We’re very excited to bring these features to 
our patrons and we want to take every advantage we have to train and educate on the utilization.
 In the meantime, should you have any questions about our website, app, or patron access, please let me know and I’ll 
be glad to assist you.  

2017 PAC AG EXPO TO INCLUDE TECHNOLOGY PRESENTATION

 Fall fertilizer season is quickly 
approaching, and it seems like just yes-
terday we were in the middle of wheat 
harvest. Progressive Ag will once again 
be off ering CFA Financing to our pa-
trons for the upcoming 2018 crop year.
 During the last week of July, we 
put together our new fi nance program 
and rolled those options out shortly 
aft er August 1st. Several patrons have 
taken advantage of this program over 
the last three years and have been very 
satisfi ed with how the program works. 
CFA fi nancing was implemented at Pro-
gressive Ag to give our patrons another 
source of fi nancing. Th e intent of this 
program is not to replace our patrons’ 
current fi nancing, but to give them 
another option for fi nancing. Th e inputs 
fi nanced with this program must be pur-
chased through Progressive Ag.
 Th e application for this fi nanc-
ing is a two-page application, which 
can be obtained by contacting me at 

 Does it pay to invest in protection for 
your valuable agricultural equipment? Absolutely, 
because in this business, there’s no such thing as an 
“inexpensive” repair—and there’s no time for down-
time.
 Th at’s why we recommend the Cenex® To-
tal Protection Plan™ Warranty. Whether you cover 
new or used equipment, this warranty off ers four 
primary benefi ts:

• Unsurpassed coverage 
that goes beyond— 
but won’t interfere 
with—your original 
manufacturer’s war-
ranty.

• A no-hassle claims 
process with no de-
ductible and no “burden of proof,” meaning 
you don’t have to prove that your engine prob-
lems were caused by an oil or fuel defect.

• Extended equipment life, thanks to quality 
Cenex lubricants and Cenex Ruby Fieldmas-
ter® Premium Diesel Fuel (products that are 
specially formulated for the tough challenges 
of farming).

• Th e early-warning advantages that come from 
conducting regular oil sampling, a simple yet 
important step that can help prevent major 
problems and alert you before expensive dam-
age occurs.

 
 Th e Cenex Total Protection Plan provides 
coverage up to 10 years or 10,000 hours on new 
equipment and 8 years or 8,000 hours on existing 
equipment. You get great protection, plus all the 
advantages that come from using proven Cenex Pre-
mium Diesel Fuels and lubricants like longer engine 
life, extended drains, more power for pulling heavy 
loads, quicker starts, and improved fuel effi  ciency.  
For more information or to enroll, please contact 
Abbey Heenan, Certifi ed Energy Specialist at 316-
680-8549 or CoMark Energy at 316-542-9911.

the Danville location or online at our 
website, www.proagcoop.com. Once the 
application is complete, it is sent to CFA 
electronically through a secure site for 
approval. If the application is approved, 
an original signed copy of the applica-
tion must be submitted to CFA before 
any funds can be advanced. 
 If you plan on applying for 
fi nancing through CFA, the process 
will take at least a week to complete, so 
please plan accordingly.
 Feel free to give me a call with 
any questions about the CFA Financing 
options at 620-962-5238. 

FINANCING OPTIONS FOR 2018 AN EQUIPMENT WARRANTY THAT 
COVERS THE TOUGH STUFFKent Domsch, CFA Financing

“THE INTENT OF THIS 
PROGRAM IS NOT TO 

REPLACE OUR PATRONS’ 
CURRENT FINANCING, 
BUT TO GIVE ANOTHER 

OPTION FOR FINANCING.”

Chris Kreifels, Information Technologies


