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THE FARMER HAS 
TO BE AN OPTIMIST,

OR HE WOULDN’T 
STILL BE A FARMER.

Will Rogers

At this time of year, a farmer’s checklist is long and unending. From spraying to sowing to
 preparing for harvest, the work must be done diligently all with the hope that the things 

out of one’s control fall into place at the right time in the right way. 
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MAY 
If we were lucky enough to avoid 
a late freeze, we may have a 
fruit crop this year.  If so, it is 

the branches aren’t overloaded. 
Branches that are overloaded will 
produce smaller fruit and run the 
risk of the branches breaking. 
Spray fruit with a fruit tree spray 
every 7 -10 days as needed after 
blossom fall to control insects and 
disease.
  Many types of sweet 
corn don’t keep very long. To 
avoid all of your sweet corn being 

ready to pick at the same time, try staggering the plantings. Plant a 
block of corn then wait until that corn is up and growing an inch or 
two before planting the next block. Staggering allows you to enjoy the 

delicious fresh sweet corn longer.

APRIL
seems like the longest winter that 
I can remember. It is time to over 
seed any thin spots in your yard;  
however, fall is a better time if you 
can wait. If you don’t plan on over 
seeding your lawn, you still have 
time to apply crabgrass preventers 
if you haven’t done so already. 
Barricade and Dimension are the 
only two preventers that are con-
sidered season long. Dimension 
gives you an even longer window 
of application because it has the 
ability to not only prevent crab-
grass, but to also kill it in its young stages. These preventers also do a 
good job of controlling Grassy Sandbur if you had this nasty annual 
grass last year.
 Spot spray any broadleaf weeds with Weed Free Zone. If 

weed called Henbit. Henbit, along with chickweed, are called winter 
annuals, which means that they actually germinat-
ed last fall. You can prevent them with an applica-
tion of Barricade (Prodiamine) in September for a 
purple free lawn in the Spring.

GARD’N 
WISE

Troy Simmons

JUNE
Bagworms should have hatched by now. They are really small and not easily seen; however, I assure you they are causing 
damage. Spraying Hi-Yield 38 Plus does a good job controlling this pest. Be sure to thoroughly spray the tree to reach the 
inside branches as well. Don’t wait until your tree looks as if it has ornaments like a Christmas tree; by then, it is too late, 
and the only effective way of controlling them is hand-picking the bags.

  It is now time to fertilize your warm season grasses. Examples of warm season grasses in Kansas are Buffalo, 

application or two of fertilizer.  
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