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As part of his ongoing efforts to provide “A Better Tomorrow” for
children, NBA All-Star Antawn Jamison and national non-profit
KaBOOM! announced a new partnership to encourage and
promote play among children across the country. 
“The word ‘play’ molded me into the person I am today,” Jamison
said. “Growing up in Shreveport was all about having a special
place to hang out and converse with my friends. That special
place was a little playground. That one little playground gave me
so many chances. It helped instill my work ethic and passion for
basketball and ultimately helped me figure out what I wanted to
do with my life.”
By partnering with KaBOOM!, a D.C. based organization that
empowers communities to build playgrounds, Jamison will be
able to give back to his hometown of Shreveport by building a
playground there this upcoming September. The playground that
will eventually be built in Shreveport will be designed based on
drawings submitted by children from the area at a Design Day
event held prior to the build.
“Encouraging children to play by building playgrounds is
important to me because it not only allows a kid to be a kid, but it
also helps bring entire communities together,” Jamison said.
“Those are two of my biggest charitable goals. It seems that
television and video games are making so many children grow up
too quickly these days. Playing video games is fun but playing
outside and interacting with other kids is where friendships are
built and dreams are created.”

The partnership is not the first time that Jamison and KaBOOM!
have worked together. Earlier this year, Jamison helped build the
Mahalia Jackson Early Childhood and Family Learning Center in
New Orleans as part of the 2008 NBAAll-Star Weekend and NBA
Cares. Inspired by the massive community involvement and the
tangible result of a playground that will serve thousands of
children, Jamison contacted KaBOOM! to facilitate building a
playground in his childhood home of Shreveport.
“Helping out with the build in New Orleans was one of my most
memorable experiences during All-Star Weekend,” Jamison said.
“I didn’t realize how much hard work goes into building a
playground. It was very inspirational to see all those community
members and volunteers working together to provide a place
where kids can play and feel safe. There’s nothing like physically
helping to build a playground for kids. I’m looking forward to the
next build, so I can step in and get my hands dirty. I wouldn’t have
it any other way.”
The announcement is a continuation of Antawn Jamison’s “A
Better Tomorrow” campaign, which is a means to execute service
projects to strengthen his relationship within his community and
provide assistance to those less fortunate during the times of the
year when it is most needed, the holidays. The hope is that social
projects will show the underprivileged his desire to provide them
with "A Better Tomorrow", one that gives them hope for the future.
For the most up to date information on the event please visit
www.kaboom.org or antawnjamison.com
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