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Get Smart about Play 
Ten Playschool Trainings

Everything KaBOOM! knows about bringing play back into the lives of children is just a click away! 
KaBOOM! experts and play experts from all across America are leading dynamic online trainings that are 
absolutely free. Log on and you can learn how to build playspaces, promote play, recruit volunteers, raise 
funds and more. Whether you’re just starting out or you’re a playground pro, Playschool has something 
for you. 
 
Playschool offers two types of online trainings. Join our “Live” training sessions and interact with session 
presenters and fellow participants in real-time or watch our “On-Demand” sessions which are available for 
viewing anytime.  Our course list includes over 30 sessions. It is constantly changing, and we’re always 
adding new sessions. Simply visit playschool.kaboom.org to participate. The selections below are 
merely a taste of all Playschool offers. 
 
 

Playwork: An Introduction 

Hear the thoughts of acclaimed London-based Playworker, Penny Wilson. She shares why play is so 
crucially important for children, the grounding principles of effective playwork, and the history of adventure 
playgrounds. 

 

Overview of Crime Prevention through Environmental Design  
Parks and recreation areas provide the community with places to gather and enjoy leisure activities. In 
this workshop with the National Crime Prevention Council, you will learn how Crime Prevention through 
Environmental Design relates and enhances crime prevention strategies using its four principles of 
natural access control, natural surveillance, territorial reinforcement, and maintenance. Participants will 
also learn how to apply the CPTED principles to an open space development plan in order to provide the 
community with connectivity, diversity, safety and security in parks and recreational settings. Prevent 
crime and boost confidence levels of your community by employing these strategies today. Do not let fear 
inhibit your play. 

The Role of Play in the Overly Academic Classroom 

With increased cuts in recess time, play is being banished from kindergarten classrooms across the U.S. 
Are you curious how no recess or reduced playtime affects the nation’s youth inside of the classroom? 
Listen as Marcy Guddemi, Executive Director of the Gesell Institute, narrates the role of play in the 
academic classroom. 
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Saving Play 
How would you describe the state of play in the United States? Would you like to get informed and know 
more? Listen as Bob Becker, Director of the Thurmond Institute of Government & Public Affairs, 
interviews Darell Hammond, KaBOOM! CEO, as he talks about the current state of play in the U.S. and 
how you can increase opportunities for children to engage in free play in your community. 

Recruiting Volunteers for Your Community Project
Thinking of strategies on how to recruit and manage volunteers for the big day? The key to success in a 
community-wide project is not only recruiting volunteers but managing the process! With lessons learned 
from 15 years of experience coordinating large volunteer projects, we'll share simple steps to ensure a 
great volunteer turn-out for your community project and a fulfilling experience for all volunteers involved. 

 

Your Guide to the KaBOOM! Community-Build Model 
From research to fundraising to orchestrating a one-day build, this session shares the basics of starting 
and finishing a community-build project. With helpful information on forming your planning committee, 
holding a great Design Day, and the planning necessary for a big volunteer event, you'll leave the training  
prepared and excited to get started and keep going! 

 

 
MAINTAIN, MAINTAIN, MANTAIN! Proper playspace maintenance prolongs the life span of a playspace. 
Maintenance also anchors community investment and perceptions of security, and the health and safety 
of children who regularly use the space. Watch this twenty-minute session to identify the steps to create a 
comprehensive and effective maintenance plan that involves the entire community. Be involved; ensure 
sustainability of your playspace today!  

 

Grant Writing 101 
From the cover letter to the summary to the budget, a lot of components go into a successful grant 
proposal. Find out where to go to find foundations, organizations, and businesses that award grants for 
community-build projects. Learn how to research foundation and grant makers, the five parts in a typical 
grant proposal, and tips for writing a great grant proposal. 

 

Making Your Build Day Green 
Build Day promises to be a memorable event for the entire community! However, in bringing together 
such a large group of people, you run the risk of creating unnecessary waste. While not an exhaustive list 
of ideas, this online training will leave you with some concrete ways to begin reducing the environmental 
impact of your Build Day and caring more completely for the greatest playspace of all, the natural 
environment. 

 

Fundraising 101 
Fundraising is often the biggest hurdle when planning a playspace project, but don’t worry. This session 
will take you through the four main types of fundraising: individual giving, corporate sponsorship, grants, 
and special events. We'll help you hone your communication skills as you approach businesses and 
individuals for money. We'll show you what a successful grant looks like. And, finally, we'll give you great 
examples of special events that you can start planning ASAP.  

 

 

 


