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There is a play deficit in America. 
At KaBOOM! we work to save play 
by ensuring there is a great place 
to play within walking distance of 
every child.

We are driven to create a movement in support of this 
belief. Our Play Day program is part of a national 
celebration to save play in the lives of children 
by activating communities across the country to 
celebrate and improve the quality of play. 

From September 18th – 26th, 2010, more than 1,600 
communities across the country hosted Play Days. 
Kids, parents, teachers, and community leaders 

rolled up their sleeves and played! They gathered for 
a day of fun games, playspace enhancement projects, 

advocacy activities.

Play Day organizers who registered their events on 
kaboom.org were provided with an array of helpful tools to 
make their events successful.

This would not have been possible without the generous 
support from our sponsors and partners. KaBOOM! Play 
Day 2010 was presented by Mott’s and made possible by 
the ongoing philanthropic support of the John S. and James 
L. Knight Foundation, as well as NFL PLAY 60. Operational 
support for Play Day 2010 was provided by National 
Environmental Education Foundation, Boys and Girls Clubs 
of America, and Marine Corps Community Services.

Thanks to all of the hosts that shared their Play Day stories 
and photos online to help support our mission.
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Program Overview

Children between the ages of eight and 18 spend on average 
7.5 hours a day in front of the television or computer (Kaiser 
Family Foundation, 2010). Kids need a strong dose of good, 
old-fashioned, outdoor fun. We need to be advocates in our 
communities to increase play opportunities.

>>



kaboom.org/playday4

Play Day 2010 by the Numbers

50
states hosted Play Days

1,618
registered Play Days

4,574
photos shared of smiling kids

completed
improvement projects

740
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Fun Games & Activities

Noche de Diverción 
Dallas, TX

This group organized their Play Day to include a Health Fair 
component to actively combat childhood obesity in their 
neighborhood, and also used repurposed materials so that 
their games remained eco-friendly. Kids painted cardboard 
box cars, before racing them in relays. Using paper plates, 
masking tape, and a giant tarp, the kids created a life-size 
Scrabble board. A homemade bowling kit was constructed 
using water bottles and a baseball. Needless to say, the 
kids had a blast! 

 
Lions Park Play Day
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

Over 1,000 people attended this Play Day and made sure 
that every kid got at least 60 minutes of play. Each child 
explored the games at a play station before rotating to 
the next one. Many parents got involved in the day by 
volunteering to assist with games and the stepping stones 
project. It was a family event with the hope of encouraging 
stronger community bonds. 

 
Come Play the Horses Way 

Castalia, NC 

This unique Play Day centered around fun, 
farm-related activities and games that kept 
the kids so busy and entertained they did not 
even realize they were getting a healthy dose 
of exercise! The kids enjoyed themselves so 
much that they’re continuing to advocate for a 

great place to play in their town. Every game 
had a horse twist on it: relay races with stick 

horses, horseshoe toss, Horsey Simon Says, and 
a hay bale maze.
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Fun Games & Activities

Pecan Park Elementary School
Jackson, MS

The school kicked off the Play Day with an energetic 
rendition of the morning routine, including a song entitled 
“Play!” and a Hula Hoop Challenge with a representative 
from the Mayor’s office, teachers, and the Assistant 
Principal. The students enjoyed playing games inspired 
from other countries, painting stepping stones, and 
planting flowers to beautify the area. 

Yachats Community Play Day
Yachats, OR

Participants at this Play Day improved a Peace Garden 
and reviewed plans for a new treehouse project. The kids 
pitched in on the improvement project as well as enjoyed 
the fun activities, helping to pull weeds and improve the 
park. The event was held rain or shine, showing their 
dedication to play, and thoughtfully included activities for 
fun-loving kids of all ages!

Cora Kelly STEM Playground Day 
Alexandria, VA

Parents partnered with local organizations and businesses 
to make their Play Day a real success for all members of 
the community. The kids cleaned up the playspace and 
improved the playing field so they can stay active! The Play 
Day also became a kickoff event for their new playground, 
which will serve over 400 students of all ability levels.

Only one out of five children in the United States live within 
a half-mile of a park; the deficit is worse in low-income 
neighborhoods (CDC State Indictor Report on Physical 
Activity, 2010). We need to create a map of playspaces and 
recognize play deserts.

>>



Improvement Projects

Gateway Community College
Play Day 
New Haven, CT

At the Early Learning Center, dads were invited to play 
and improve the playspace with their children. Following a 
hearty and healthy breakfast, everybody got to work. The 
kids and their fathers planted mums, shrubs, and trees 
all around the playground. The Play Day was used as 
a kickoff event to a year-long effort to promote healthy 
eating, exercise, and parent involvement, specifically 
from fathers.

 
First Bloom Fall Clean-Up!
Philadelphia, PA

At this special Play Day, a Girl Scout Troop improved their 
garden space in honor of National Public Lands Day. By 
eliminating invasive plants, and supporting the beneficial 
native plants that attract butterflies, they ensured that the 
garden will be an inviting space for years to come. The 
Girl Scouts had a great time, and each went home with a 
pedometer to remind her to stay physically active and have 
fun playing outside year-round.

 
SE Weed and Seed: Fun and Filler 
at Doris Miller
Newport News, VA

A local Big Brothers Big Sisters chapter and a Weed and 
Seed group collaborated to host this Play Day. This true 
community event had eight game stations (flag football, 
relay races, hopscotch, and more) and a service project 
for kids and parents. The children kept running from one 
station to the next because they could not decide which 
games they liked to play the most.
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Improvement Projects

Concordia Place Fall into Fun
Chicago, IL

This Play Day was fun for the whole community! Children 
decorated flower boxes and later planted pansies. They 
also tied unity ribbons to the fence, to symbolize that all 
children, regardless of any differences, need to play. At the 
end of the day, the kids, parents, neighbors, and teachers 
signed nine Beach Ball Petitions to advocate for play. 

Allegheny River Cleanup
Warren, PA

The community support and enthusiasm for this National 
Public Lands Day event was amazing! Over 500 volunteers 
helped complete a massive trash removal project along the 
water. The cleanup yielded over 9,560 pounds of metal, 280 
tires, 24 buckets of glass bottles, 33 bags of plastic bottles, 
17 bags of aluminum cans, which were all recycled.

 
Inland Preschool Play Day
Calimesa, CA

The Play Day was a blast and featured tons of action! 
Everyone had a wonderful time playing kickball, 
competing in a hula hoop contest, tossing water 
balloons, and participating in many other games. 
The kids used their handprints to make a 
mosaic mural and signed their names on the 
Beach Ball Petitions declaring that everyone 
needs time to play.

In neighborhoods without a park or 
playground, the incidence of childhood 
obesity increases 29% (Health Affairs, 2010). 
We need to build and improve playgrounds 
and work with others to do the same.

>>
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Playful City USA Play Days

Wreck the Deck
Palmetto Bay, FL

The Village of Palmetto Bay held skate trick competitions 
and skate boarding lessons. It was a real family event, 
where the little ones could jump around in one of three 
bounce houses or get their faces painted. It was also a 
chance for youth to learn about bike safety.

City of Albany Annual Play Day
Albany, GA

Over 600 kids and parents attended the second 
annual Play Day in this Playful City USA community. 
The city came together for games, relay races, and 
bird house building in the mini construction zone. 
Television personalities joined the fun in a hula hoop 
competition to promote active and healthy lifestyles.

Bel Aire Play Day
Bel Aire, KS

Kids were able to choose between basketball, tetherball, 
ring toss, and disc golf, and even the adults joined in 
on the games. At each game, the kids earned a medal, 
heightening their enthusiasm minute by minute. The Play 
Day took place near the youth soccer league’s fields and all 
the players joined in after their games!

Playful City USA is a national recognition program 
honoring cities and towns across the nation that are 
committed to taking action for play. In 2010, KaBOOM! 
honored 118 cities and towns as Playful City USA 
communities. Each community held a Play Day in 2010! 

>>
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Play Day Quotes

South Blvd. FLAIM Work for
Fun Day
Baton Rouge, LA

   I try to take my kids to the playground, but in a world that 
just keeps moving with commuting between school and 
home, birthday parties, and just trying to slow down, we end 
up cutting out those playground visits relying on school to 
supply the physical activity. We know that it’s not enough. 
We want them to learn, but they just want to have fun and 
play. Why can’t they have both?     - Susana

 
Hope for the City Play Day
Grand Rapids, MI 

   Not only did we begin rebuilding a park, but we began 
rebuilding the neighborhood. Good connections were made 
and doors were opened to continue the conversation and 
help one another as neighbors. The kids were as exhausted 
as the adults, but everyone was excited about the possibility 
of doing more.    - Peter   

 
College Park Get Up, Get Out and 
Come Play Day
Kansas City, KS

    No one has ever attempted to help save play in our 
community before. This was a major step in the right 
direction, so the kids in this small community might 
have a chance to have a playspace. It saddens me 
to watch our kids running through the streets and 
alleyways constantly looking for something to play 
with! I want to give the kids some pride in where 
they live and most importantly of all give them the 
time and the things they need to play!    - Amy   

“

“

“

“ 

“

“
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Thank You Mott’s

KaBOOM! would like to thank our Play Day Presenting 
Sponsor, Mott’s, whose generosity made the KaBOOM! 
Play Day 2010 program possible in its second year. 
 
Mott’s continued its commitment to healthy and active 
lifestyles by presenting KaBOOM! Play Day 2010. Mott’s 
assisted Play Day communities by supporting the brand 
new Play Day website and planner tool, activity card ideas, 
and the Play Day Grants. 
 
In addition, Mott’s employees in a number of communities 
across the country volunteered at Play Days. In Plano, 
Texas, at the Boys and Girls Club, volunteers organized 
fitness stations, including jumping rope, running, and 
tossing footballs. The team in Cleveland, Ohio helped to 
create an educational camping experience for 6th graders. 
And in St. Louis, Missouri the team read and played with 
the children at the Head Start program. All told, Mott’s 
employees volunteered hundreds of hours to make their 
communities more active, healthy, and playful!

With over 1,600 Play Days across the country, families and 
community members took a chance to play and improve 
local playspaces. Thanks to Mott’s for helping to make more 
communities healthy through play!



Play Day Grants

To highlight the efforts communities made to celebrate play 
and improve playspaces, KaBOOM!, Mott’s, and NFL PLAY 60 
offered grants for future playspace enhancements. We applaud 
all of the finalists for mobilizing their communities and taking 
initiative to improve their local playgrounds. 

$10,000 Grant Winner
     South Blvd. FLAIM Work for Fun Day
     Baton Rouge, LA 
 
$7,500 Grant Winner 
     
     Lions Park Play Day
     Rancho Cucamonga, CA

$2,500 Grant Winners 
 
     Concordia Place Fall into Fun
     Chicago, IL

     Cora Kelly STEM Playground Day
     Alexandria, VA

     Yachats Community Play Day
     Yachats, OR

Grant Finalists
     Bel Aire Play Day
     Bel Aire, KS

     College Park Get Up, Get Out and Come Play Day
     Kansas City, KS

     Gateway Community College Play Day
     New Haven, CT

     Noche de Diverción
     Dallas, TX

     Pecan Park Elementary School
     Jackson, MS
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Save the Date

Play Day 2011

Next year, KaBOOM! Play Day 2011 will take place during 
the entire month of September. That means 30 full days of 
playing and advocating for the importance of play! 
 

We hope you’ll join us in 2011. For updates please visit 
kaboom.org/playday or email playday@kaboom.org.
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About KaBOOM!

KaBOOM! is a national non-profit organization dedicated 
to saving play. Through community building, KaBOOM! is 
focused on giving every child in America a great place to 
play within walking distance. Since 1996, KaBOOM! has 
used its innovative community-build model to bring together 
business and community interests to construct more than 
1,900 new playgrounds, skate parks, sports fields and ice 
rinks across North America. KaBOOM! also offers a variety 
of resources, including an online community, free online 
trainings, grants, publications and the KaBOOM! National 
Campaign for Play, which includes Playful City USA and 
Playmakers – a national network of individual advocates for 
play. Headquartered in Washington, D.C., KaBOOM! also 
has offices in Chicago and San Mateo, California. For more 
information, visit kaboom.org.


