
Since its inception, MDA has dedicated  
more than $344 million to ALS research  
and health care services.

Uniting to End ALS
#MDAFightsALS for longer, stronger lives

Hope on the Horizon for ALS Families.
• In 2014, MDA funded 64 ALS grants  

with a total commitment of more than 
$17.2 million.

• MDA funds promising young investigators 
early in their careers who have innovative 
and cutting-edge ideas that bring new 
hope to ALS families.

• MDA operates an ALS Clinical Research 
Network, housed at five of the largest ALS 
research centers in the country.

• MDA pioneered the use of historical controls in ALS clinical trial design, 
reducing the number of patients needed for trials and increasing the 
efficiency of clinical testing for new therapies.

• In March 2015, MDA hosted one of the world’s top neuromuscular 
disease scientific conferences, attended by nearly 400 leading scientists, 
clinicians and drug developers.

• MDA’s research advocacy efforts are prompting the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration and other policymaking groups to address the unique 
needs of ALS patients and their families.

AMYOTROPHIC LATERAL SCLEROSIS (ALS) — In ALS, nerve cells called motor neurons inexplicably die, leading to weakness and  
eventual paralysis of all voluntary muscles, including those used for breathing and swallowing. There is no cure, and life span after an 
ALS diagnosis typically is two to five years, although some people live for decades with the disease. 
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“Each time I have needed 
help, advice, equipment, 
guidance, MDA is there. They 
are truly walking this journey 
with me and my family.”

— Joan Sucher

No one does more to  
fight ALS than MDA.
ALS steals the ability to walk, stand, hug, move, talk and even 
breathe. This debilitating disease takes away people’s everyday 
freedoms. MDA is fighting to give those freedoms back — to give 
people a lifetime to share their talents, accomplish their dreams 
and have more time with the people they love.

Unlike any other nonprofit in America, MDA takes a big picture 
perspective on diseases that limit muscle strength and mobility, 
so we can reach across diseases to find effective treatments 
and cures. With our collective strength, we will encourage early 
diagnosis and action, support families in hometowns across the 
country and uncover research breakthroughs to help everyone 
with ALS live longer, stronger lives.



#MDAFightsALS for longer, stronger lives

Fighting for More Bear Hugs.

Keith is one of nearly 6,000 ALS patients MDA  
sees annually at its specialized clinics, providing  

life-enhancing services and support, one person at a time.

To read more stories about the people we serve, visit mda.org/ALS.

It has been a bittersweet 16 years since my ALS diagnosis at the 
age of 30.

“Bitter” because there are people still dying from ALS and there 
is no cure in sight. “Sweet” because I’m a lucky guy to have 
been blessed with the best family and friends a man could ask 
for ... especially my three angels.

Having a family and becoming a father was a goal of mine, 
and I looked forward to being the best “Daddy” ever. Like 
most parents, giving and receiving bear hugs and kisses 
from your children is priceless, and you can never get 
enough of them. 

MDA, and its wonderful, compassionate and 
helpful staff are an essential and integral part 
of my life, as well as others like mine. Through 
the financial support of others, MDA can offer 
many services as well as emotional support 
to families that are facing an uphill and 
emotionally fatiguing battle.

— Keith Gawrick

Uniting to End ALS

13,500
Registered  

ALS patients  
with access to  
MDA clinics

MDA supports ALS families in  
hometowns across the country.
• About 13,500 individuals with ALS are registered with MDA and have 

access to our nationwide network of specialized clinics, staffed by top health 
professionals skilled in the diagnosis and medical management of ALS.

• MDA sponsors ALS support groups for people with ALS and their caregivers 
and children.

• MDA makes available “gently used” and much needed devices, such as 
wheelchairs, shower chairs, hydraulic lifts, walkers, communication devices 
and more that help people with ALS remain independent.

• Through advocacy efforts and community events, MDA actively influences 
public policy and therapy development.

• MDA’s Neuromuscular Disease Registry is helping optimize clinical outcomes  
and evaluate best practices in ALS care. It complements the CDC’s ATSDR  
National ALS Registry, which focuses on the causes of ALS. 


