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Life in the South 
I like most things about living in the South. We play better college football than pretty much any-
one else, and they typically don’t have sweet tea up north or out west—an inexplicable travesty. 
Then there’s gravy, grits, and biscuits, good barbecue, four distinct seasons, and most people are 
friendly. And did I mention the football? 
But as much as my southern heart would like to say it is, it’s no utopia, and there’s one particular 
struggle that we face down here that might be a little different than other parts of the world. 
Everybody’s a Christian. That doesn’t mean everybody’s actually a real, true-to-heart, Jesus-
follower, of course, but most people check the “Christian” box on the questionnaire. Not doing so 
would be almost as bad as not liking college football or talking bad about your momma. Christiani-
ty is the religion of the South—that’s just the way it is. 
Which sometimes can be good and sometimes bad. There’s a kind of Christian ethic that pervades 
people’s thinking, even those who sleep in on Sunday mornings. You often see signs of the Judeo-
Christian influence, so that’s good. 
But it’s also bad. When everybody’s a Christian, nobody is, as the saying goes. And by that I mean 
that there’s a tendency to be a cultural Christian, which is to say lots of folks embrace Christianity 
because it’s a part of our upbringing. They say yes-ma’am and no-ma’am, support the NRA, and 
belong to a church somewhere. 
It gives us the freedom to point fingers at those mean ole atheists, those liberal politicians, and 
those trouble-causing [insert whatever non-Christian religion you want to here] for most of the 
problems in the world. 
Cultural Christians want Jesus in their lives, but they don’t want too much Jesus. A little Jesus 
makes you feel better about yourself, but too much Jesus involves sacrifices. A little Jesus lets you 
look down on other people, but too much Jesus makes you realize that you’re no better than they 
are. 
Cultural Christians ignore lots of things Jesus said, like his call to take up your cross and follow him. 
Or to deny yourself and stop worshiping money, sex, and power. Or to turn the other cheek and 
love others as you love yourself. 
In fact, Jesus spent a lot of his time teaching against the skin-deep faith of many of his contempo-
raries. You focus on the outside, he said, but I’m more concerned about the inside. You check box-
es, but I care more about checking your heart. 
All that to ask this—what kind of faith do you have? We must admit that it’s easy to go through 
the motions, to go to church (doesn’t everybody?), get your name on a church roll (why not?), and 
be nice to people you like (but maybe not the others). 
But Jesus calls us to something much deeper and so much better. He calls us to radical, earth-
shattering, culture-provoking faith. Is that what I’ve got? You? 
A faith that sets my priorities and shapes my attitude, a faith that transforms the way I treat peo-
ple, the way I love, the way I talk. I am crucified with Christ, Paul wrote, but he lives in me. 
When everyone’s a Christian, we need to think about what it means to be one. It’s not blending in 
or attending a certain church. It’s about selling out to Christ, giving him everything you’ve got. It’s 
about filtering every decision through the Jesus lens. 
Here’s my concern: I’m afraid that lots of folks—here and elsewhere—think they’re Christians 
when they’re not. I’m afraid this makes them complacent and uninterested in learning about real 
faith. But I also want us to look inward, to reflect, to ask: Am I a box-checking, go-with-the-crowd 
Christian, or am I a true follower of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Sweet tea, college football, and conservative morals and politics don’t put you in the kingdom. 
Only Jesus does that. And when you get in his kingdom and he gets in your heart, he becomes your 
everything.  —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful for 
your presence. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you are vis-
iting from. 
 
Don’t forget about our Bible Classes 
for all ages on Sunday morning at 
9:00am. 
 
Worship service for the AHEPA 3 Senior 
Apartments is at 3:30pm at 3320 Old 
Columbiana Road in Hoover. 
 
Our Faith in Action Service will be in 
the auditorium at 5:00pm. We will be 
praying specifically for our mission 
fields. There will also be a separate mis-
sions related activity for our children. 
 

 Family News and Events 
 
Congratulations to Walden, Karisa, and 
James Schlundt on the birth of their 
daughter and James’ sister. June Karis 
Schlundt was born on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 24, at 2:53pm (the same day as 
Walden’s mom, Terri), and she weighs 
6lbs 15oz and is 20.75in long. Mom and 
baby are doing well! 
 
The Tuesday Ladies’ Bible Class meets 
weekly in the High School classroom at 
11:00am. There is also a Zoom link that 
you can go to if you cannot attend in 
person. Please contact Denia Petruzel-
la, Leah Covington, or Jamie Powell if 
you have any questions. 
 
The Young at Heart will meet for their 
monthly gathering on Friday, March 18, 
at 5:30pm. The menu is “Potluck.” 
 
Please help us update our list of willing 
participants for our worship services 
by following the link below and filling 
out the brief involvement form. This 
includes men who are willing to lead in 
worship as well as any individual who 
would be willing to serve as a greeter. 
Your participation in this survey will be 
greatly appreciated. Click below: 
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/
serve/ 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in March for Needs: 
Jimmy Lyles 
 

Sunday AM and PM 
  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Steve & Vickie Cotney  
Ushers, AM:  
Jim Petruzella  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Shawn Troughton  
Singing: AM: Kyle Wadley 
PM: Clint Richey  
Opening Prayer: AM: Steve Cotney 
PM: Matt Trousdale  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Faith in Action:  
Donnie & April Winningham  
Communion: AM: Corey Covington 
PM: Drew Spivey  
Announcements: Carl Logan  
Closing Prayer: AM: Joel Abbott 
PM: Mike Clelland  
Audio/Cameras: Will Spurlin 
Alternate: Clint Richey  
Video: Wes Blankenship  
Security: Stephen King 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
March 6-March 13 

 
Sunday, March 6: Deuteronomy 21-23  
Monday, March 7: Deuteronomy 24-27  
Tuesday, March 8: Deuteronomy 28-29  
Wednesday, March 9: Deuteronomy  
30-31  
Thursday, March 10: Deuteronomy  
32-34  
Friday, March 11: Joshua 1-4  
Saturday, March 12: Joshua 5-8  
Sunday, March 13: Joshua 9-11 
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Carelines 
 
Doyal Newsom will be having tests 
soon—please pray for good results. 
 
Jeanne Anderson will be starting chem-
otherapy soon, and she requests our 
prayers that the treatments will be 
effective. Please pray fervently for her. 
 
Shirley Watson, Chѐ Abbott's aunt, is in 
a hospital in Florence and is struggling 
with multiple health issues. Please pray 
for her health and for her family as well. 

Joyce Renfroe, a resident at the AHEPA 
3 Apartments, has asked for prayers. 
She is going to have surgery on Tuesday, 
March 22. 
 
Edward Curry’s knee replacement sur-
gery went well. Brother Curry appreci-
ates the prayers and words of encour-
agement made on his behalf, and he 
would appreciate your continued pray-
ers for a speedy recovery. He will have 
knee replacement surgery in his other 
knee once this one heals. 
 
Joyce Baker is experiencing TIAs (mini-
strokes). Please pray for her comfort 
and that these will cease. 
 
Carole Delker, Giana Kidwell’s sister, 
had knee replacement surgery last 
week. Please pray for a complete recov-
ery. 
 
Please continue to pray for Gary Brad-
ley’s (a former minister of Hoover) 
grandbaby, Maggie. She is being treated 
for Nonketotic Hyperglycinemia (NKH).  
 
Caroline McNeill, Tom and Giana Kid-
well’s sister-in-law’s sister, is undergo-
ing chemotherapy for esophageal can-
cer. Please pray for her healing. 
 
Austin Wentz, Bill and Brenda Rayburns’ 
friends’ grandson, is at home and is con-
tinuing his treatments at St. Jude three 
times weekly. He is in remission. 
 
Linda Ross, a friend of Suzanne Clelland, 
is suffering with sepsis. 

 
 
 

https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/serve/
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/serve/


Attendance and Offering 
February 27, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 178 
AM Worship: 244 
PM Worship: 57 
Wednesday: 156 
 
Contribution: $10,605.82 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $15,945.89 
Contribution to Date: $143,513.01 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 
“A thorough knowledge of the Bible is 
worth more than a college education.”  

       —Theodore Roosevelt 
 

“Let the Word dwell in you richly . . .” 
—Colossians 3:16 
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(Carelines cont.) 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our church family: Jamie 
Starns, Susan Pope, Sarah Washington, 
Linda Crow, Jeanne Anderson, Monica 
Robinson, Sheryl Jackson, Gail Powell, 
Dick Smith, and Mollye Melton. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Doug Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Patrick 
Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ son), Philip 
Gaither (Steven Gaither’s brother), Kev-
in and Chris Bryant (Suzanne Clelland’s 
friends), Hadley Nelson (Joel Abbott’s 
patient’s child), Corey Burke (Ashton 
Henry’s cousin), Anita Wadley (Kyle 
Wadley’s mom), Charlie Davis (Leah 
Covington’s dad), and Dean Kendrick 
(Markie Jones’ grandmother). 

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Dennis & Nancy  
Williams                      March 14 
Sid & Lori Aultman            March 15 
Mike & Suzanne Clelland          March 15 
 

Happy Birthday 
  
Charity Blackmon              March 7 
Pam Blankenship              March 7  
Jessica Cicero                            March 7 
Zoe Starns               March 8 
Tom McQuillan               March 9 
Tom Kidwell             March 12 
 
 
 

New Year Bible Verse #8 
 
Jeremiah 29:11: “I know the plans I 
have in mind for you, declares the Lord; 
they are plans for peace, not disaster, 
to give you a future filled with hope.”  
The Good News: When life weighs us 
down, it can be hard to see the forest 
through the trees. But take comfort in 
knowing that God always has a plan for 
us, and in time, we’ll begin to see what 
that is. 
—Jackie Frere and Corinne Sullivan, 

Need Some Good Advice? 
 
The Bible is a book of wisdom. Paul said 
the Scriptures made Timothy “wise for 
salvation” (2 Timothy 3:15). The Psalms 
contain an enormous amount of God’s 
wisdom. 
• Do you need help in finding words to 

pray to God? (Psalm 86) 
• Do you struggle to find comfort in 

times of grief? (Psalm 23) 
• Do you wrestle with evil people trying 

to hurt you? (Psalm 10) 
• Do you look for words to praise God? 

(Psalm 100) 
• Do you seek to find ways to confess 

sin to God? (Psalm 51) 
• Do you want to know more about the 

character of God’s Word? (Psalm 119)  
What the Psalms are to our relationship 
with God, the Proverbs are to our rela-
tionship with other people. They provide: 
• Wisdom for the young (1:1-7). 
• Advice on avoiding fleshly sins such a 

fornication (Proverbs 7), partying 
(1:10-17), and drunkenness (23:29-
35). 

• Good advice on having and rearing 
children (22:6, 15). 

• Verses on how to get along with 
neighbors and friends (15:17-19) and 
how to avoid foolishness (26:1-12). 

• Advice on how to use one’s tongue 
(15:1-4). 

• Advice on how to view wealth and 
poverty (13:7).  

The Bible gives wisdom about sin. 
• God hates sin (Proverbs 8:13). 
• Sin separates us from God (Isaiah 

59:2). 
• Sin is against God (Genesis 39:9; 

Psalm 51:4). 
• God will punish those who sin (Ezekiel 

18:4).  
We need God’s wisdom to guide us 
through life to heaven.       —Anonymous 
 
 
“Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and 

the man who gains understanding.” 
—Proverbs 3:13 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

The High-Handed Sin 
(Numbers 15:28-31) 

 
The one who is “deliberately defiant” . . . 
 
 “____________ the Lord” (v 30) 
 
 “_____________________ of the Lord” (v 31) 
 
 “has ___________ [the Lord’s] _________” (v 31) 
 
 
This person . . . 
 
 “shall be ________________________” (v 31) 
 
 “his iniquity shall be _____________” (v 31) 
 
 
The high-handed sin today 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

So many people within our church family have experienced significant losses 
in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to offer a GriefShare Ministry. This 
will be a learning, sharing, and supportive small group ministry that will be 
open to members of our congregation. It is organized around a thirteen-
week schedule where participants meet together for around two hours each 
week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring encouragement 
from professional grief counselors and also sharing from people who are 
grieving. These presentations are coupled with discussions that are designed 
to internalize what participants learn in the videos. If you think this ministry 
might help you process your loss, please reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle 
Wadley, or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit https://
www.griefshare.org/. This group meets each Sunday from 2:00-4:00pm. 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Sunday Evenings 
 

In addition to our classes and worship on Sunday mornings and classes on 
Wednesday evenings, we’re looking forward to providing many opportuni-
ties on Sunday evenings over the course of 2022. Here’s what we have 
planned: 

• First Sunday of each month: Faith in Action (opportunity to serve our 

community in some way; Bible study in the church auditorium will also 
be provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and read Scripture together in the audi-

torium 

• Third Sunday: Sing and study Scripture in the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home with friends and/or family 

(worship opportunity provided in the auditorium as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the auditorium 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/
https://www.griefshare.org/

