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APRIL 26 TO JUNE 15, 2013
OPENING RECEPTION: APRIL 26, 6 TO 9 PM
CURATED BY CYNTHIA-REEVES PROJECTS

McColl Center for Visual Art invited Cynthia-Reeves 
Projects to organize an exhibition embodying the 
spirit of connectivity that serves as the basis of 
our mission to foster connections between artists, 
community, and the creation of contemporary art 
through residencies, exhibitions, outreach, and 
education. The resulting show’s title, Connectivity, 
evokes this mission in the ways it invokes the 
implicit concept that ideas and their manifestations 
share common threads, hinting at the invisible 
tethering of thought to inspiration and creativity.
 
Featuring a diverse selection of works representing 
the convergence of art and science, Connectivity 
explores the underlying threads of connection 
found in natural, social, and technological systems. 
 
Each of the artists on view demonstrates their 
vision on the dynamic pursuit of connectedness 
through his or her unique visual lens. Exhibiting 
artists include: Janet Echelman, Yizkah Elyashiv, 
Beth Galston, Beth Ganz, John Grade, Daniel Kohn, 
Jonathan Prince, Shuli Sade, George Sherwood, 
and Claire Watkins, many of whom are featured in 
the Duke Energy collection here in Charlotte.





JUNE 28 TO AUGUST 17, 2013
OPENING RECEPTION: JUNE 28, 6 TO 9 PM
CURATED BY LORIE MERTES

Known for collaborative, cross disciplinary artistic explorations into socially, 
politically, psychologically, and ecologically charged topics, Mel Chin has 
influenced a generation of artists and curators since the 1970s. Both analytic 
and poetic, Chin’s work evades easy classification with each media and method 
serving simply as a vehicle for investigating how art can provoke greater social 
awareness and responsibility. 

The exhibition, RECAP, highlights Chin’s recent residency as a Knight Artist-in-
Residence at McColl Center for Visual Art. From September 2012 through March 
2013, his studio was the headquarters for the creation of new works in sculpture, 
video, drawing, collage, painting, and ongoing work on Operation Paydirt, a 
long-term collaborative effort to develop scientific protocols for the remediation 
of lead in urban soils. 

Included in the exhibition are several new works including a participatory 
installation focused on the Fundred Dollar Bill Project, a key component of 
Operation Paydirt. 

MEL CHIN



MEL CHIN’S FUNDRED DOLLAR BILL PROJECT IN CHARLOTTE

Launched in 2008 in New Orleans, where lead poisoning poses a serious health 
threat to inner city children, the Fundred Dollar Bill Project was developed by Mel 
Chin to raise awareness of the issues of lead contamination and to create a model 
for making cities lead-safe across the United States. 

During his residency, Chin established McColl Center for Visual Art as an official 
Fundred site for the Southeastern United States. This included several outreach 
projects from Chin’s meeting with local lead awareness organizations about 
lead issues in Charlotte to the distribution and collection of Fundreds at various 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools and city-wide events. 



During the RECAP exhibition, McColl Center for Visual Art will serve as a gathering 
point for the more than 300,000 Fundred Dollar Bills collected locally and 
nationwide. The Fundred artworks will eventually be collected by armored truck 
and delivered in 2014 to Washington DC, where the value of the art currency will 
advocate for support to implement solutions for lead issues across the country. 

Gallery visitors to McColl Center for Visual Art will have the opportunity to add their 
voice to the project by making their own Fundred Dollar Bill. 





ABOUT US
McColl Center for Visual Art is a nationally acclaimed contemporary art 
center dedicated to connecting art and artists with the community. 
Located in a historic, neo-Gothic church in Uptown Charlotte, the Center 
houses nine artist studios and over 5,000 square feet of gallery space. 
We welcome the public to explore our exhibitions and connect with 
artists through various programs including open studios, community 
outreaches, workshops, and more.
 
PLAN YOUR VISIT 
All three floors of the Center are open to the public during gallery hours. 
The studios of our resident artists are located on the 2nd and 3rd floors 
of the Center and the first floor features rotating exhibitions. If you see 
an open studio door anytime during your visit, feel free to go inside and 
meet the artists to learn about the work directly from the source.

GALLERY HOURS
Thursday and Fridays, 3 to 9 PM 
Saturdays, 11 AM to 6 PM
Free Admission and Parking

EXHIBITIONS
CONNECTIVITY
APRIL 26 TO JUNE 15, 2013

SUPPORT THE CENTER
McColl Center for Visual Art’s programs are made possible through the 
generosity of individuals, corporations, and foundations. Every gift 
makes a difference. Visit mccollcenter.org/support to learn more.

MEL CHIN: RECAP
JUNE 28 TO AUGUST 17, 2013

TOURS
Free docent-led tours are 
offered every Saturday at 
11:30 AM and 2:30 PM or by 
appointment. 



SPHERES OF IMPACT 
McColl Center for Visual Art is committed to fostering an 
environment in which boundaries are pliable and pushed 
and intellectual curiosity and exploration are nurtured. 
We encourage the advancement of contemporary artists 
and celebrate the vibrant, vital role they play within our 
communities. 

In this spirit, and while holding the firm belief that 
artists shape solutions to social challenges, the Center’s 
programming has evolved to focus on Spheres of 
Impact. Among the identified spheres are world issues 
such as social justice, environment, health, education, 
and business innovation. 

Shaping all aspects of our exhibition and residency 
program, community outreach, and engagement, the 
Spheres of Impact create dynamic partnerships between 
the Center and myriad organizations in our community 
while raising the visibility of artists to spark positive 
social and global change. 

In this brochure, look for all the ways the Spheres have 
shaped our current program. From Mel Chin’s Fundred 
Dollar Bill Project (page 5) to Jeff Schmuki and Wendy 
DesChene’s Moth Project (page 17) to the work and 
outreaches of our resident artists, you’ll find artists 
creatively engaging with issues around our Spheres of 
Impact that affect our community and serve as catalysts 
for change. 



NATAlIE AbRAMS
Affiliate Artist // Charlotte, NC
Encaustic // Studio 216
April 3 to August 19, 2013

Abrams’ work explores the relationships between ecosystems and human culture. 
Most recently this includes finding symmetry in the various life forms found 
amongst coral reefs in parallel to that of the urban landscape. Using colorful 
encaustic in ribbon-like forms, her work brings to mind vibrant coral reefs and 
seabed topography. During her residency, Abrams will develop her encaustic works 
into free-standing sculpture installations. She will also present a public talk that 
highlights the need for reef preservation and its delicate ecosystem. Since her first 
exhibition in 2006, Abrams’ prize-winning works have been exhibited in national 
invitations including Encaustic Works ’07 and featured in Encaustic and Beyond, 
published in 2010. 



NATAlIE bORk 
Affiliate Artist // Charlotte, NC 
Mixed Media // Studio 316
April 3 to August 19, 2013

Bork’s work focuses on memories which are visually conveyed through layers of 
paint. Some layers are permanently buried, while others are aggressively erased 
leaving only a trace. How much a preceding layer reveals itself depends on its 
impact, both visual and emotional. In this way, the works become a vehicle for 
conveying a struggle between holding onto memories and letting go – both in life 
and art. During her residency, Bork will work on several pieces at once including a 
large-scale environment of her painted “skins.” Working with cancer survivors, her 
outreach will focus on slump glass workshops as a tool for emotional expression. 
Bork has an undergraduate degree in Art Education and a MFA from Winthrop 
University. For the last eight years, she has headed sculpture at Charlotte Country 
Day School. Her work has been featured in galleries in Buffalo, NY, Charlotte, NC, 
and Atlanta, GA.



GINNY HANES bOYD
Affiliate Artist // Charlotte, NC 
Mixed Media // Studio 218
April 3 to August 19, 2013

Ginny Hanes Boyd draws what she dreams, something she has been doing her 
entire career. With degrees in art and art education from UNC Charlotte, Boyd 
taught art in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg School System for fifteen years. During this 
time, her work evolved from large soldered sculptures to printing, especially mixed 
media monotypes. Currently Boyd is a teaching artist-in-residence at the Bechtler 
Museum of Modern Art and has managed student mural projects in area schools, 
churches, and the Mecklenburg County Courthouse. She was also a McColl Center 
for Visual Art CMS Art Teacher-in-Residence in 2004. During her residency, Boyd 
will be addressing issues of space and scale in her own work while simultaneously 
engaging the public in a collaborative art work during Open Studio Saturdays on 
May 18, June 15, July 13, July 27, and August 10. 



JENNIFER PARHAM GIlOMEN
Affiliate Artist // Lake Wylie, SC
Mixed Media // Studio 315
April 3 to August 19, 2013

Jennifer Parham Gilomen uses domestic interior spaces, objects, patterns, 
silhouettes, and materials to explore questions related to self-identity. Memory 
objects is the artist’s ongoing investigation into how objects define who and 
what we think we are. While in residence, Gilomen will work with a small group 
on the concept of “memory objects” and identify symbols representing a personal 
memory. She will then guide the participants in designing and silk-screening 
silhouettes onto fabric from which the artist will create a series of simple dresses 
that will be displayed in her studio. Raised in Kingsport, TN, Gilomen received her 
MAT in Art Education and MFA from Winthrop University and studied at Penland 
School of Crafts. A former resident artist at McColl Center for Visual Art in 2005, 
Gilomen credits her residency with an important shift in her work – from creating 
works for herself to creating works that inspire self-revelations through interactive 
communication with others.



ASPEN HOCHHAlTER
Affiliate Artist // Charlotte, NC
Photography // Studio 313
April 3 to August 19, 2013

Hochhalter’s work explores the crossover between digital technology and historic 
photographic processes. The 92/20 Self-Portrait Series, created in 20-days during 
the summer of 2011, addresses the construction and deconstruction of feminine 
identity. Her Reclamation of Silver Series examines the creation and manipulation 
of imagery and texture. During her residency, Hochhalter will continue to expand 
her I Must Make My Bones Series, a collaborative project with modern dancer/
choreographer, Melissa Word, which incorporates unconventional photographic 
techniques and materials into a stop motion animation.  The artist’s outreach 
projects will include work with Studio 345. Aspen is an Assistant Professor at UNC 
Charlotte and teaches photography in the Department of Art and Art History. 
She received her BA from Creighton University in Omaha, NE, and MFA from East 
Carolina University in Greenville, NC. 
 



JASON WATSON
Wesley Mancini Artist-in-Residence // Charlotte, NC
Drawing, Collage, Mixed Media // Studio 219
April 3, 2013 to March 25, 2014

Watson’s drawings and collages are visual assemblages built from remnants 
of our collective cultural past. Starting with historic statues and portrait busts 
sketched in museums or at historical monuments, the works serve as storybook 
illustrations providing a pictorial space for various cultural artifacts to inhabit. 
During his residency, Watson will focus on large-scale drawings and collages with 
found objects that respond to the neo-gothic architecture of his studio while 
his outreach project with Charlotte’s Time Out Youth organization will focus on 
personal storytelling. Watson was Assistant Professor of Drawing at Appalachian 
State University in Boone, NC.  He has exhibited in galleries, universities, and non-
profit spaces including the exhibit, Jason Watson: A Second Look, at the Jersey City 
Museum in 2007-2008. Currently he is working on a self-published artist book, 
“Fremde,” based on found photographs collected during an artist residency in 
Schwandorf, Germany.

The Wesley Mancini Artist-in-Residence is supported in part through the generosity of Wesley Mancini.

lINDA luISE bROWN
11-Month Affiliate Artist // Charlotte, NC
Painting // Studio 215
April 3, 2013 to March 25, 2014

Linda Luise Brown is a painter, writer, and teacher with over twenty-five years 
experience as a professional artist. Her work is abstract and painterly, blending 
contrasting fields of bold color and texture with subtle variations. Non-
representational and subliminal, her imagery alludes to landscape forms and 
patterns, with calligraphic marks animating the composition. Brown will use the 
Center’s printmaking studio to expand her artistic practice using digital media 
to interweave print and paint. In addition, she will work on ideas for building an 
on-line space for public dialogue on contemporary art and art criticism as well as 
teach a course in Art Criticism at UNC Charlotte. Brown received a BFA in Painting 
from the University of Illinois and two Masters degrees from the University of Texas 
at Dallas and the University of Oklahoma. She was a Fellow at the MacDowell 
Colony in New Hampshire and a former resident artist at McColl Center for Visual 
Art in 2004. 





JEFF SCHMukI & WENDY DESCHENE  
Environmental Artists-in-Residence // Waverly, AL
Performance, Installation  // Studio 221
June 3 to August 2, 2013 

The Moth Project

Jeff Schmuki invents new ways to connect nature with our everyday lives. His 
projects foster community discussion, understanding, and ideas for changing 
current environmental stresses, food shortages, and wasteful practices.  Schmuki’s 
residency at the Center will focus on a series of illuminated garden interventions 
created in collaboration with artist Wendy DesChene. The public will be invited to 
assist in planting gardens suitable to Charlotte and beneficial for bees and other 
pollinators. At night, the gardens will be illuminated with off-the-grid solar systems 
powering portable lights to attract moths as well as other nighttime insects. 



Evening public talks in the gardens will underscore the decline of the honeybee 
population and the need to not only preserve environments suitable for bees, but 
to also seek alternatives for pollination. Field reports, drawings, and images will be 
compiled to document, promote, and advance awareness for this Environmental 
Artist-in-Residence Program project. Schmuki’s bright yellow ArtLab, an 18-foot 
enclosed cargo trailer outfitted with Moth Project educational material will visit 
McColl Center for Visual Art and venues across Charlotte to further expand the 
community’s understanding of the importance of pollination and need for change. 
Visit mccollcenter.org for dates and times starting in June.

Canadian Wendy DesChene and American Jeff Schmuki began practicing together 
as an artist team in 2009. Both have extensive careers as solo artists in addition 
to their collaborative experience which has included a residency award at the 
American Academy in Rome and Monsantra, a traveling exhibition presented in 
six countries including the Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, and the Goethe 
Institute in Cairo, Egypt. Currently Schmuki is Assistant Professor of Art at Georgia 
Southern University in Statesboro, GA.

The Environmental Artist-in-Residence Program and the Moth Project are made possible in part by support 
from the Blumenthal Foundation, Duke Energy Foundation, Goodrich, the Nathan Cummings Foundation, 
Power2Give, and the Surdna Foundation.



PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

OPENING RECEPTIONS

CONNECTIVITY  
FRIDAY, APRIL 26 from 6 to 9 PM
FREE ADMISSION

Join us for the opening night of the Connectivity exhibition, a joint project with 
Cynthia-Reeves Gallery when the show’s curator and a number of exhibiting artists 
will be present. In addition, the Center will welcome our newest group of resident 
artists whose works will also be on display in the 2nd and 3rd floor gallery space. 
All ages. Cash bar.

Beth Ganz from Connectivity Exhibition

MEL CHIN: RECAP 
FRIDAY, JUNE 28 from 6 to 9 PM     
FREE ADMISSION             

Mel Chin: RECAP highlights Chin’s recent six-month residency at the Center. During 
the reception, express your creativity and advocacy for lead-issue awareness by 
making your own Fundred Dollar Bill “artwork” and add it to those created by more 
than 300,000 people across the nation. All ages. Cash bar.



PROGRAMS 

ARTIST TO ARTIST [Summer 2013 Edition]
TUESDAY, MAY 14 from 6 to 7:30 PM 

FREE ADMISSION 

When resident artists begin their term at McColl Center for Visual Art, they each 
arrive with their own creative process, working practice, and goals for the residency. 
Artist to Artist is designed to provide the artists with an opportunity to introduce 
themselves and their work to each other and the community through brief 
presentations. All ages. 

GETTING IN/GETTING SEEN: Professional Development for Artists
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10 from 3 to 4 PM 

FREE ADMISSION, REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Lorie Mertes, Interim Program Director, leads the first in a series of panel discussions 
focused on providing emerging and mid-career artists with tools for reaching their 
professional goals. Mertes will share professional insights based on her 18-years 
of experience as a contemporary art curator. Highlights of the session include 
documenting your process, organizing your ideas, and telling your story. Visit 
mccollcenter.org/events to register.

Anthony Schrag



ADULT WORKSHOPS
THURSDAY NIGHTS
NOW ENROLLING, $96 MEMBERS, $120 NON-MEMBERS

McColl Center for Visual Art will be offering various workshops for adults on 
Thursday nights from 6:30 to 8:30 PM this summer. The workshop series includes 
Encaustic Painting (May 2, 9, and 16) led by Rebecca Jones, Jewelry Workshop (May 
30, June 6, and June 13) led by Katherine Allen, with additional classes forthcoming. 
Visit mccollcenter.org/adult-workshops for more information and to register.

SUMMER ARTS INSTITUTE 

JUNE 10 to AUGUST 2
NOW ENROLLING, GRADES 1ST TO 12TH

Summer Arts Institute at McColl Center for Visual Art features various week-long 
classes in visual arts for grades rising 1 through 12 from June 10 to August 2, 2013. 
Each session is taught by a professional artist and includes a special reception on 
the last day of camp where each student exhibits their completed work. In addition 
to learning concepts and techniques, each student will visit with resident artists 
in their studios. Half-day and full-day camps available. Member discounts. Visit 
mccollcenter.org/summer-arts-institute for class descriptions, dates, and to register.



OPEN STUDIO SATURDAYS
11 AM to 6 PM 

FREE ADMISSION

Meet the current residents during Open Studio Saturday to learn 
about each artist’s unique creative process directly from the 
source. Roaming room-to-room, you will encounter artists at work 
and see examples of their art representing a broad range of media 
from sculpture and painting to photography and encaustics.  
Free docent-led tours begin at 11:30 AM and 2:30 PM. All ages.

May 18
June 15
July 13
July 27
August 10

Greg Haberny
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