
Top-10 tips for First-year camper Parents

Before Camp 

1. Talk about what your son can expect 
This might be a great time to watch the dvd intro-video again or look at the website.  Talk about the 
typical day and answer any questions or address concerns your son might have about camp. Keep it 
positive! 

2. Share your memories 
If you went to camp, share some of your best camp memories…the fun you had, the traditions you 
learned.  If you did not go to camp, maybe there is someone else you know who could be helpful? 

3. Communicate with the camp 
Complete the Camper Profile form.  This is a great way for the camp to get to know your son even before 
he arrives.  This is your opportunity to share concerns or requests before the start of camp.   

4. Pack with your child 
If possible, involve your son in the packing process.  He’ll have a better idea when he gets to camp what 
he packed and might want to include some items you didn’t consider.  This reduces a lot of stress when 
the boys get to camp (and wonder where their favorite Yankees jersey is).  Never pack anything that 
cannot be replaced.  As you might imagine in a camp full of boys, occasionally items get misplaced or 
damaged.  And always LABEL EVERYTHING! 

5. Follow the guidelines 
While you may be tempted to send 10 sweatshirts or 8 bathing suits, follow the packing list as best as 
possible.  It truly takes into account both the campers needs and space concerns.  And remember the 
camp’s policies on electronics!  

At Camp 

6. Make a clean break 
Saying goodbye to your son, whether at the bus, airport or at camp, can be difficult.  Try to remain 
positive and upbeat.  We will ensure your son is well taken care of and occupied.  This can be as difficult 
for the parent as for the camper!   

7. Communicate with your son 
Your son can receive daily emails, faxes and letters.  Occasional packages are a treat as well.  This is a 
great opportunity to update your son on his favorite sports team or who went first in the NBA draft.  
Campers love mail! Don’t worry if you haven’t received as many letters as you’ve sent him.  The boys are 
busy and in some cases, no news is good news! 

8. The Phone Call 
After the first week of camp, you may schedule a phone call with your son.  Be positive, ask questions 
(What college league team are you on?  How is your team doing?  How’s waterskiing, wakeboarding, 
lacrosse, the play?) and listen to your son.  This can be a very difficult exchange, particularly the first 
phone call.  Reassure your son, but try to remain objective. 
  

9. Communicate with the Directors 
If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to call or email a director. Often he or she can 
provide insight, address your concerns and answer questions.  Please remember, however, that the 
directors are on the fields, in the bunks, at meals and interacting with your sons. Someone will respond to 
you in a timely manner, but be patient…their involvement with your sons comes first.   

After Camp 

10. Keep in touch 
Manitou offers a wide variety of special off-season programming.  Encourage your son to keep in touch 
with his friends through phone or email and attend the winter events.  Manitou Magic doesn’t have to end 
in August!


