
 
                   

October 10, 2017 

Re: Hurricane Update from St. Barths 

 

Dear Clients and Friends,  

 

What’s on some of your minds? 

The island? Flights? Villas? Restaurants? Your vacation? 

 

I am writing to you from our office across from the airport in St. Barths to give you an island update.  

 

Setting expectations when a situation is fluid is never easy. WIMCO and its team have a vested 

interest in making sure you have a good vacation in the right spot. So, we need to talk about the right 

spots and where they stand today and where we believe they will be in six weeks and ten weeks. Our 

concierge team on St Barths has been busy inspecting villas daily and most importantly monitoring 

the repairs in progress. 

 

Visit the hurricane recovery blog for updates 

Structurally, the island infrastructure was spared:  electricity, water, sewer, internet and cellular 

service are all functioning and being restored to each neighborhood.  We have maintained a regularly 

updated blog on our site entitled Hurricane Recovery efforts which you can visit from here.  I’ll let 

the blog reports speak for themselves and simply say that in all cases, the setting of accurate 

expectations is what is important.  

 

The airport opened days after the storm. On October 10th, commercial flights from St. Martin 

resumed, and Tradewind Aviation is running their regularly scheduled flights from San Juan and 

adding more flights from Antigua. Please see the addendum for more on flights, which I go into in 

more specifics. 

 

What about my vacation? 

Many of you have heard that the major hotels on the island (Eden Rock, Cheval Blanc, and 

Guanahani and others) will not be open for the holidays this year. Certainly, their beachfront 

locations left them more vulnerable to storm surges, but there are other intangibles in play too, such 

as housing for their staff. That said, if dining at the Sandbar is an absolute necessity in your life, you 

perhaps should wait a little while to take your vacation. A number of these wonderful places simply 

will not be open. But if you can swap Sandbar for Shellona, La Plage, or Le Toiny Beach Club, there 

will be restaurants where you can enjoy lunch with your feet in the sand.  

 

What to expect? 

St. Barths will be—in my humble estimation— more like the old days: a simpler fare, and a simpler 

life and speed. With many of the big hotels not opening, there will be a far smaller crowd on the 

island. Of course, Carole fully plans to have Le Ti open, Randy expects Maya’s to be ready, Isola, 

Orega, and others expect to greet you and feed you with the same enthusiasm as in the past. Jean 

Claude’s Esprit de Saline opens today. In fact, there are even two new restaurants planning to open 

http://www.wimco.com/vacation-travel-reviews-and-blog.aspx?target=/hurricane-updates/


this year – one in the Strand space and one in the former Les Boucaniers location (being opened by 

the Shellona team). *You can find an addendum of restaurant openings at the end of this letter.  

 

Beaches et al 
The sands have been cleared of debris, and the water at each beach is being tested daily. As of today 

the Collectivite has declared that Shell Beach, St Jean beach (Aeroport side), Lorient, and Public 

have been cleared as safe for swimming. The Collectivité fully expects all the beaches to be open by 

the end of October. We also fully expect the pools to be full and the sun to be shining. In fact there 

may be a bit more sun shining than in the past since there will be fewer trees. Speaking of trees, our 

friend and villa owner Bruno de Courreges has started a tree restoration fund: Make St. Barths Green 

Again. Please feel free to donate to this re-foliation fund.  

 

Other destinations 

If perfection is a necessity, I would urge you consider some of our other options this winter, like the 

wonderful villas in nearby Barbados, Antigua, Punta Cana or Turks & Caicos. But if you are a lover 

of St Barths, we strongly suggest you put your flexibility hat on and come and be part of the next 

chapter. You may even discover a new favorite tradition. I’ll be there with my family, and we look 

forward to breaking bread with you. 

 

As of today 

In the past week, my sense is that the island has indeed returned to a more normal rhythm and 

routine.  Stores are opening now, and life is coming back with a great deal of enthusiasm. People 

know what they have to do to ready their villas and stores, and their immediate needs of water, 

electricity, air conditioning and communications have been largely restored throughout much of the 

island. Enthusiasm, naturally, is occasionally clouded by material shortages…all of which are 

coming at their own speed and time.  

 

Given the loss of hotel rooms and certain villas, we anticipate that availability for the season may be 

harder to come by. So, if you are planning to be on the island for the holidays or winter break and 

you haven’t already booked a stay, don’t wait too long.  This will be a balancing act for all of us, and 

we will of course do our best to help update you with all the information you need to make a 

decision.  Information will likely not be perfect at all times…thank you for bearing with us. 

Inspecting 375 villas every two weeks is no small feat, and we are as anxious as you are to see 

progress and to be able to report the true condition and reopening date for each villa with certainty. 

Our reservations team in Newport is on standby to discuss individual villas with you, be a helpful 

resource, or brainstorm vacation ideas. 

 

The people of St. Barths remain ever wonderful, and they do in fact depend on tourism for their 

livelihoods. You can be sure they are going to be delighted to see you in spite of what some may 

have been through.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Tim Warburton 

WIMCO  

Owner & CEO 

http://www.greenstbarths.com/
http://www.greenstbarths.com/


 

Addendum: Update on flights 

 

September’s storms briefly knocked several Caribbean airports offline. Personally, when I traveled to 

St Barths earlier this month I flew to Miami and then to Antigua where Tradewind Aviation picked 

us up and brought us to St. Barths. It took longer than usual, but I have to say that Antigua (ANU) is 

a perfectly comfortable transfer spot. Tradewind is currently offering one flight a day at present.  

JetBlue and American are both good options into Antigua, and charters with St. Barths’ Commuter or 

Tradewind can be arranged. (Contact our Air Team). 

 

San Juan international airport reopened on October 1, and Tradewind resumed flights into St Barths 

that same day. Most international airlines say they are planning a full schedule of flights into San 

Juan this winter, so this may become the preferred option for getting to St Barths for many of you. 

 

St Martin international airport reopened on October 10, and WinAir resumed flights into St Barths on 

that same day.  While I wish I could say all will be back to normal in St. Martin shortly, that is not 

the case. The number of flights going in and out of St. Martin are going to be less, due simply to that 

fact that there are far fewer accommodations available for tourism, hence fewer flights. Miami to St. 

Martin flights resumed October 10th and it was announced that flights from JFK would also begin 

flying this week. 

 

Another option is St. Kitts, which is closer to St. Barths than Antigua or San Juan. Charters to and 

from St. Kitts are also somewhat less expensive.  

 

All in all, the question of air goes back to the fluidity conversation. The airlines, like any other 

business, have to adjust to demand and they are now getting a clearer idea of demand.  

 

Our sense is that there are good values now, however fares are going to rise before too much longer 

and there are some good values for intrepid travelers open to new routes. 

 

If you have questions about flights, feel free to reach out to Johna Toppa who heads WIMCO’s Air 

Department, at 401-849-8012. She can research the most convenient options for you, and book both 

your international and inter-island flights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



St Barths Restaurant Reopening Dates (as reported by the Collectivite on Oct 8, 2017) 

 

 

Restaurants Re-opening date Restaurants Re-opening date

Ardoise open Bagatelle 12/15/17

Au regal open Kikiémo 12/23/17

Bananiers open La Guérite 12/23/17

Bar de l’Oubli open La plage 12/15/17

Barts open Le Diamant 12/23/17

Bistrot Joséphine open Maya's 12/23/17

Bouchon open Orega 12/23/17

Burger palace open Shellona 12/20/17

Chez joe open Le Ti 12/23/17

Chez Yvon open Victoria 12/26/17

Cré’age open

Galawa open

Island flavors open

Jardin open Bonito 2/1/2018

Jojoburger open Aux Amis As soon as possible

Natural delight open Nikki beach Spring 2018

Quarter open Mango Christopher Spring 2018

Saintoise open Taino chrsitopher Spring 2018

Select open On the rock Summer 2018

Vietnam open Sand bar Summer 2018

Yosushi Mania open Bartolomeo Summer 2018

Piment 10/12/17 Indigo Summer 2018

Sayolita 10/12/17 Cabane de l’isle Summer 2018

Chez rolande 10/14/17 Case de l’isle Summer 2018

Langouste 10/15/17

Ociela (ex Strand) 10/15/17

Spice of st barth 10/15/17 Bete a zailes TBD

Isola 10/27/17 Bo kao TBD

Isoletta 10/27/17 Coté port TBD

Eddy’s 10/30/17 Creperie TBD

Le Repaire 10/31/17 Entracte TBD

Maya’s to go 10/31/17 Gloriette TBD

Black Ginger 11/02/17 Grain de sel TBD

Cantina 11/02/17 La boheme TBD

Francois plantation 11/15/17 La Terrasse TBD

Hideaway 11/18/17 Le toiny TBD

L'esprit 11/18/17 Maman Hotel Tropical TBD

Spam to go 11/18/17 Megumi TBD

Tamarin 11/18/17 O Corail TBD

Petit deauville TBD

Portugal TBD

Santa fé TBD

Sereno TBD

OPENING BEFORE CHRISTMAS

OPENING IN 2018

To be determined

OPENING BEFORE THANKSGIVING


