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President Perkins 
Faculty and members of the Board of Trustees 
Students 
Friends and Family  
And most importantly . . . the graduating class of 2011 
 
I am truly honored to be here and to have been given the privilege of addressing you 
on this meaningful occasion.  
 
I have many, many wonderful memories of my days at what I knew as Roanoke 
Bible College. However, I must admit that I like the sound of Mid-Atlantic Christian 
University. It has an air of prestige to it and it’ll look good on your diploma, too!  
 
I have often said that four of the best years of my life took place on this campus.  If 
you’ll permit me a minute to take a walk down memory lane . . . 
 
It was here that I met people who would become life long friends . . . my wife and I 
recently vacationed in Mexico with one couple and just last month I had a great chat 
on Face Book with another friend . . . both of whom I met on this campus. 
 
It was here that I learned that if you’re going to be pulled over by a policeman . . . at 
least have the good sense to not to let it happen in the school parking lot . . . after 
playing a game we called “Cat and Mouse” . . . which is played after sundown . . . with 
your car . . . with the headlights turned off . . . as you hide from one another . . . while 
creeping along through the city blocks until seen and then the all-out chase begins . . 
. BTW . . . that was with the friend I just recently chatted with on face book. 
 
It was here that I met my wife to be . . . even though we were born in the same 
hospital . . . attended the same church . . . went to the same High School . . . it took 
coming here to meet, fall in love with, and marry my wife, Ann, now of 36 years. And 
all of that before I was even a junior. I’ve never been accused of being an over-
achiever but I think I managed to be one in this department. 
 
It was here that I learned that acting was not my gig. I had a part in one play . . . I 
played a Roman guard . . . not sure who was responsible for the casting  . . . but look 
at me . . . do I look like the Roman guard type . . . and at the time I weighed 155 
pounds. I still remember my one and only line in the play: “Halt, who goes there?” 
And I delivered it with such authority! 
 
It was here that I received a second-to-none Bible education and foundation for a 
life of ministry. I enjoyed it so much that I took three years of Greek – only two years 
were required for the BA Degree I was seeking, but a third was necessary since I 
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failed Greek II. I told you I was not an over-achiever. Fortunately for me I had a 
sympathetic professor who didn’t seem to notice as I read from the Greek Bible in 
one hand and the New American Standard Version in the other. Having a wife who 
loved Greek didn’t hurt either. I may not have been an over-achiever, but I wasn’t 
stupid! 
 
It was also here that I received not only a great formal education . . . but also some 
sound advice.   
 
I remember former President George Bondurant one day saying in chapel: “A rolling 
stone gathers no moss.” He was encouraging those of us going into local church 
ministries to get somewhere and stay put.  
 
I took his advice and by the time I got to Oregon at the ripe old age of 33 . . . I put 
down my roots and have been there now for 23 years. It has been a ministry of 
which I have often said that, if I ever were to, I would recommend it to my best 
friend. 
 
Speaking of advice . . . this morning I want to be one of the last people to give you 
some “Plain old Advice” as you leave this campus and begin a brand new chapter of 
your life. 
 
And if I do my job right this morning I’ll be sitting down within 15 minutes of having 
walked up to this podium.  
 
I like what Russell Baker said in his Commencement address at Connecticut College 
to the graduating class of 1995 . . . 
 
"In a sensible world I would now congratulate the Class of 1995 and sit down 
without further comment. I am sure the Class of 1995 wishes I would do so. 
Unfortunately for the Class of 1995 we do not live in a sensible world.” 
 
The world still isn’t sensible and unfortunately graduating students still have to 
listen to commencement speakers. I remember my commencement ceremony and 
actually being tapped on the shoulder by one of the faculty . . . I still remember who 
he was . . . and told to behave. My gosh, I was 22 years old . . . you would think I 
would have grown up by then. 
 
I also appreciate the wise council of one of my mentors, Dr. Roy Lawson: “You're the 
sideshow, not the main attraction. They tolerate us speakers because we're 
expected, not because we are wanted. What the graduates want is to receive their 
diploma. That's what their parents want, also.” 
 
So now I have approximately 10 minutes left to give you what I think is “Just Plain 
old Good Advice” I’ve been given through the years.  
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1. BE YOURSELF 
 
Just be yourself! In a world where so many are trying to be like someone else . . . and 
where people love comparing you to everyone else . . . just be yourself. God made 
you that way and He is going to use you that way.  The people God brings into your 
life need the best version of you they’ve ever seen.  
 
I listen to country music  . . . any country music fans out there? . . . Van Zant in their 
song . . . “Help Somebody” . . . remind us that, “it is better to be hated for who you are 
than to be loved for who you’re not.” 
 
If you’re anything less than authentic . . . this generation will write you off . . . they’ll 
turn a deaf ear.  
 
God made you to be exactly who He wanted you to be, and to be anyone else is 
dishonoring to Him and a disservice to others.  Just be yourself . . . warts and all! 
 

2. LEARN TO LAUGH AT YOURSELF 
 
Sometimes when people get “all educated” . . . the temptation is to start thinking 
pretty highly of them selves and lose the ability to laugh at them selves. If you will 
follow this advice you will always have plenty of reasons to laugh . . . like the time I 
fell asleep when filling the church baptistry . . . need I say more? Or the time I was 
baptizing a girl named Brittany, with a last name that began with an “S” and whom I 
mistakenly referred to as Brittany Spears.  If you can laugh at yourself you’ll be a lot 
healthier of a person and other people will like you more, too. 
 

3. LISTEN TO GOD   
 
Obviously, in order to listen to God, you have to spend some time with Him. Sounds 
like “stating the obvious” when addressing graduates from a Christian University, 
but believe me . . . you can get so busy doing the work of God that you don’t have any 
time for God. You will discover, especially if you are going into a local church 
ministry, that there is no end to the people who “love you and who have a wonderful 
plan for your life and church . . .” – therefore, all the more reason for this advice . . . 
listen to God . . . yes, always seek godly council from committed Christ followers . . . 
but at the end of the day . . . listen to God and do what He is calling you to do. 
 

4. DON’T GIVE UP ON GOD EVEN WHEN HIS FOLLOWERS LET YOU DOWN 
 
I remember leaving Bible College with this idealistic view that working with 
Christians and working in a church would be like heaven on earth. Everyone would 
get along and Christians would actually act like Jesus.  
 
Boy, was I naive! It didn’t take me long to learn otherwise. In the real world of 
church you’ll discover some of the godliest people you’ll ever meet . . . people for 
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whom you would lay down your life. People like Darrell . . . I see him every Sunday 
morning at church . . . he’s in his 80’s . . . his wife just recently died . . . but he is there 
serving every weekend . . . getting the building ready . . . cleaning this and cleaning 
that . . . with the biggest smile on his face  . . . and he’ll walk up to me . . . put his 
hands on my shoulders and look me in the eye and say . . . “How are you doing . . . I 
really appreciate you . . . you are doing such a good job . . .” and I would die for that 
man. 
 
All is not heaven on earth, however, when it come to some Christ followers.  
 
Words that will be etched into my memory are words like the ones spoken to my 
wife: 
“You need to be a wall flower and sit on the back row”  
“Your husband needs to ask my husband when to use the bathroom around here” 
And I was only 23 when we heard those words . . . I thought, “Wow, if this is ministry 
. . . I want out . . . I’ve made a mistake!” 
 
Those words prepared me for similar words I would here 10 years later when I 
moved to Oregon to plant a church  . . . “You’re a puppet and you’re here to do what 
we tell you to do.” 
 
Take my advice . . . Don’t give up on God even when His followers let you down. The 
reality is, you’ll let them down from time to time, too. 
 

5. TALENT IS NOT ENOUGH 
 
Talent may land you a position . . . but character will keep you there . . . enough said. 
 

6. SURROUND YOURSELF WITH THE RIGHT “THEY” 
 
In Numbers 13, Moses, about ready to enter the Promise Land, is surrounded by the 
wrong “they.”  
 
“They” spread among the Israelites a bad report 
“They” said the land we explored devours those living in it. 
 
You have spent the last several years of your life preparing for the Promise Land 
God has in store for you. Be prepared for those who will gather themselves around 
you but who are the wrong “they” – who will tell you that it can’t be done.  
 
Surround yourself with Caleb types  . . . the right “they” . . . the ones who will say . . . 
“we should go up and take possession of the land, few we certainly can do it.” 
 
By the way . . . the right they are more than admirers . . . they are allies. Admirers 
will tell you only what you want to hear and we like having them around because 
they good for the ego . . . but allies are those who are honest with you when you feel 
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you are not living up to your potential; people who challenge you to be the best you 
can be. 
 

7. EMBRACE UNCERTAINTY 
 
Those of us who follow Jesus Christ are people of faith. And faith is all about 
embracing uncertainty . . . not playing it safe.  
 
Sometimes you have to do something that is counterintuitive if you want to reach 
your God-given potential and fulfill your God-given destiny 
 
I have to be honest . . . when I enrolled in Bible College many years ago, I really 
didn’t intend to go into ministry. I just thought I’d do a year and then move on to 
whatever I decided at the time.  
 
I definitely never intended to be a Senior Minister where I would have to be 
preaching in front of people every weekend and I most definitely never intended to 
start a church from scratch. But because I listened to advice by one of my professors, 
which was: “For some of you guys, if you ever want to be in a growing church, you may 
have to go out and start your own,” – I’ve now been in Oregon and having the time of 
my life with an amazing church.  
 
But it didn’t happen without embracing uncertainty. Sometimes you just have to do 
something that you are not yet ready to do. It may be uncomfortable but in pushing 
through the discomfort you will learn a lot more about yourself. You’ll learn that you 
can do some things you did not think you could do, and you'll learn where you're 
limits are. Both are valuable because as you push through and embrace uncertainty, 
you stretch and grow.  
 

8. WHEN YOU FAIL . . . GET BACK UP  
 
You will fail . . . you know that don’t you? In one way or another . . . and more than 
once . . . you will fail. God can, and God will, use some of your biggest blunders as 
your best building blocks to greater achievements and victories.  
 
If you handle them right, one day you’ll be as grateful for the bad things as the good 
things, because you’ll realize it was the bad things that helped prepare you for the 
good things. 
 
So before you ask God to keep you from difficult circumstances, ask Him to help you 
grow from them, and to pick up what He wants you to learn while you’re down 
there. And in the process He’ll be shaping you into the person He wants you to be. 
 

9. GIVE MASSIVE DOSES OF GRACE 
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You don’t go through life, and you certainly don’t go through ministry, without being 
let down . . . beaten up . . . or chewed out . . . all potentially causing you to want to 
walk away. You will be hurt by others . . . sometimes intentionally and sometimes 
unintentionally. And the gravitational pull is toward getting even. Choose instead, to 
give grace! 
 
The opening line in Andy Stanley’s new book, “The Grace of God” expresses it well . . . 
“Grace, what I crave most when my guilt is exposed. The very thing I’m hesitant to 
extend when I’m confronted with the guilt of others . . . especially when their guilt has 
robbed me of something I consider valuable.” 
 
Grace is God’s gift to see you through . . . His power to endure . . . and like many of 
His gifts . . . the more we extend it to others, the more we receive from God in return.  
 

10. BE A SERVANT 
 
If you excel in anything at all . . . excel in serving others. 
 
It's tempting when we reach certain measures of success  . . . such as earning a 
degree . . . landing a certain job . . . growing a successful church . . . to take on what I 
call a “professional persona” that communicates . . . “Now that I’m credentialed . . . 
now that I’ve arrived . . . I’m going after what coming to me. I’m going to get what I 
deserve. It is nothing short of an “entitlement mentality” that does not look good on 
those of us who follow Christ.  
 
I’m all for achieving success . . . improving ones self . . . making the most of the one 
and only life God has given to us . . . after all, that’s a part of what this celebration is 
all about . . . but just remember, we are credentialed not so others can serve us, we 
are credentialed in order that we can serve others and lead more effectively.  
 
In the words of James, the half-brother of Jesus . . . “God resists the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.”  
 
And in the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: “The greatest among you shall be your 
servant.” 
 
Well, I’m at the end of my time. Here is another piece of advice that Former 
President Bondurant gave us . . . especially to us preachers . . . When given a time 
limit . . . stick to it. 
 
So to the graduating class of 2011 . . . congratulations on this wonderful 
accomplishment! May God bless you richly and use you tremendously for His 
purposes. 
 


