
 1 

Truth Wins 
 
I just read a book that I found very troubling.   
 
A preacher named Rob Bell wrote the book and it’s called Love Wins. 
 
I find it troubling because I don’t think the author is telling the truth when he talks 
about Hell. 
 
Truth is important. 
 
God wanted us to recognize the importance of truth so—in the Ten Commands—
He commanded in Exodus 20:16, "You shall not bear false witness against 
your neighbor. 
 
There is nothing that brings God more joy than to hear that we are walking in 
truth. 

3 John 1:4 
I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 

 
The founders of our country recognized the importance of truth, so—in the 
Declaration of Independence—they wrote, “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
 
When we sign important legal documents, we are asked to sign our name on a 
line confirming that the information we’ve submitted is true. 
 
Parents understand the importance of truth, so we tell kids the story of little 
George Washington being asked if he cut down a cherry tree, to which he 
replied, “I can not tell a lie. I did.” Which, ironically, is a lie because he never 
said that. 
 
Superman recognized the importance of truth and made it his slogan: “Truth, 
Justice, and the American Way.” 
 
Our legal system recognizes this, so—when one is testifying in a court room—he 
must put his hand on the Bible and promise, “To tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth.” 
 
My brother Adam recognized this, so he was greatly distressed when I told him 
that the ice-cream scoop was really an “egg-scrambler.” 
 
It’s no fun to be lied to. 
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Men, women, boys, and girls do not need us to entertain them, impress them, or 
cater to their every whim.  No.  Men, women, boys, and girls need us to tell them 
the truth. 
 
They need us to tell them the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
What’s the truth? 
 
I’m glad you asked. 
 
The Bible is God’s word. 

2 Timothy 3:16,17 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may 

be competent, equipped for every good work. 
 
God’s word is the truth. 

John 17:17 
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 

 
There is a God. 

Romans 1:19,20 
For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 

shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 

world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 
 

God is One. 
Deuteronomy 6:4 

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.” 
 
God created this world. 

Genesis 1:1 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

 
Human beings are created in the image of God. 

Genesis 1:27 
 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 

him;male and female he created them. 
 
When God created everything, it was good. 

Genesis 1:31 
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 

 
God didn’t create cats. The Devil did. Jk (wanted to make sure you were 
paying attention.) 
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Adam and Eve morally fell in the Garden of Eden because they ate fruit 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Genesis 3:6 
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 

was with her, and he ate. 
 
This is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
 
Adam and Eve’s descendants became wicked and only Noah found favor 
with God, so only Noah and his family were saved when God destroyed the 
Earth with a flood. 

Genesis 7:23 
He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man 

and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were 
blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with 

him in the ark. 
 
Eventually, the Earth was repopulated through Noah and his family and God 
made a covenant with a man named Abram. 
 
God promised Abram that all of the families of the earth would be blessed 
through him. 

Genesis 22:15-18 
And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 
and said…"I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring 
as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 

offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my 

voice." 
 
Jesus is the fulfillment of the promise that God made to Abraham. 

Galatians 3:16 
Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not 
say, "And to offsprings," referring to many, but referring to one, "And to 

your offspring," who is Christ. 
 
This is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
 
Jesus is God in the flesh. 

John 1:1, 14 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 
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And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth 
 
Jesus and God are one. 

John 10:30 
I and the Father are one. 

 
Jesus was born of a virgin. 

Matthew 1:23 
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,and they shall call his 

name Immanuel"(which means, God with us). 
 

This is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
 
Jesus never sinned. 

Hebrews 4:15 
15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin. 

 
All human beings are sinners. 

Romans 3:23 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

 
All sin leads to death. 

Romans 6:23 
For the wages of sin is death, 

 
This is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
 
Through Jesus we can have eternal life. 

Romans 6:23 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Jesus died for our sins. 

I Peter 2:24 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin 

and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
 
Jesus rose from the dead. 

I Corinthians 15:3,4 
 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 
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If Jesus is still in the tomb, we have no hope of resurrection. 

I Corinthians 15:12-14,16-20 
 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you 
say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection 
of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not 
been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. For if 
the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has 
not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those 
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in Christ we have 
hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep.  

 
This is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
 
Jesus came to seek and save lost people. 

Luke 19:10 
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost." 

 
God wants us to seek and save lost people anywhere and everywhere. 

Matthew 28:19,20 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. 

 
Through faith in Jesus Christ demonstrated through belief, confession, 
repentance, and baptism, we can be forgiven of our sins and get the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 2:37,38 
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and 

the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" And Peter said to 
them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
In Christ, if we confess our sins, they are forgiven. 

I John 1:9 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
This is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
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Jesus ascended into Heaven and now sits at God’s right hand. 
Mark 16:19 

So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into 
heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 

 
The Church is the body of Christ. 

Colossians 1:24 
Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up 
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the 

church, 
 
Satan is real. 

Matthew 4:1 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil. 
 
Satan wants to devour us. 

I Peter 5:8 
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like 

a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
 
Satan is a thief, murderer, and a destroyer. 

John 10:10 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 

 
But, Jesus came so that we’d have life. 

John 10:10 
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

 
This is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
 
Satan is a loser.  (I actually don’t have a specific Scripture for this, but it just 
feels good to say.) 
 
Hell is real. 

Mark 9:43-48 
And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if 
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame 

than with two feet to be thrown into hell.  And if your eye causes you to sin, 
tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than 
with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 'where their worm does not die and the 

fire is not quenched.' 
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Hell was not prepared to punish people.  It was prepared for the Devil and 
his angels, but all who reject Jesus go to Hell. 

Matthew 25:41 
Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and hisangels. 
 

God doesn’t want anyone to go to Hell. 
2 Peter 3:9 

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 

reach repentance. 
 
Hell is eternal. 

2 Thessalonians 1:5-9 
This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be 
considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also 

suffering— since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those 
who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, 

when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in 
flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on 
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the 

punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and 
from the glory of his might, 

 
Rob Bell is wrong. 
 
This is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
 
Heaven is real. 

John 14:2 
In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told 

you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
 
God loves you, your neighbors, and everyone else in the world. 

John 3:16 
For God so loved the world,  

 
God wants you and whoever else who believes in His son to go to Heaven. 

John 3:16 
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 

but have eternal life. 
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Heaven is eternal. 

Matthew 25:45,46 
Then he will answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it 

to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' And these will go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

 
The only way to get to Heaven is through Jesus. 
 
Let me pause here and make an important point.   
 
Why should we tell people the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?  
Because truth is the only thing that will truly save scared, confused, and lost 
people. 
 
Love is our motivation, but truth is our message. 
 
The only true love is love that is based on truth. 
 
Only truth truly changes lives. 
 
Only truth truly offers hope. 
 
Only truth truly saves us. 
 
Only truth truly sets us free. 

John 8:31,32 
 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you abide in my 

word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free." 

 
God is love, but love is not God. 
 
When Christ’s disciples were scared, confused, and lost Jesus didn’t offer to give 
them a hug--He told them the truth. 

John 14:1-6 
"Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my 

Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that 
I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 
also. And you know the way to where I am going." Thomas said to him, 

"Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" 
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through me. 
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The more I think about Rob’s book, Love Wins, the more I’m frustrated with him 
because I don’t believe that he is telling people the truth about Hell. 
 
Despite what we feel about it or how unpopular it may make us in certain 
circles…truth will prevail, truth will conquer.   
 
Truth wins! 
 
So, let’s tell people the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 


