
READ AND 
UNDERSTAND
THE BIBLE

A simple guide to understanding more of what you read.

 I teach courses in interpretation. I also teach on specific books, in which students fine tune their
interpretational skills. Some people think interpretation is unnecessary, that all people need to
do is read it, and believe what it says. Interpretation is not mysterious or meant only
for intellectuals (and not always helpful!). What many do not realize is that everybody interprets
everything they see, read, and hear. It is not a question of whether or not people interpret the
Bible, it is a question of whether they interpret well or not. What people need is a plan.
The main book I use to teach interpretation is Grasping God’s Word by Scott Duvall and Daniel
Hays. They compare interpretation to a journey with five steps. These are easily learned and then
can be taught to anyone. Each step is listed below followed by a question that explains what we
want to find out.
 

1.     Grasp the text in their town. What did the Bible text mean to the original readers?
2.     Measure the river of differences. What are the historical and cultural differences     
 between the original readers and modern readers?
3.     Cross the principlizing bridge. What is the theological principle in the text that applies to   
the original readers and to any time and culture?
4.     Consult the biblical map. What does the rest of Scripture have to say about the passage?
5.     Grasp the text in our town. How should we apply the theological principle in the text to  
 modern readers?
 

Future features in this series will look at these steps in more detail.
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ISSUE NO. 2  "TAKE A WALK " 
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With the recent virus protection policies put in place, many people are finding themselves at
home with more time on their hands. Many Christians are reading the Bible more. Reading in

new ways can make the Bible more exciting and our understanding more accurate. In this
series, I will give some simple, straightforward principles you can put into practice right away.

 


