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07852 410470

steve.laing@gmail.com
Over ten years development experience, including Lead and Senior developer roles.

Broad commercial experience of enterprise technologies such as Spring and Struts, working knowledge of modern convention based frameworks such as Grails and Rails.

Extensive knowledge of contemporary web development practices, HTML5, CSS3 targeting a wide variety of modern devices including iPad, iPhone and Android devices. 

Expertise in several Javascript frameworks, e.g. JQuery, Javascript MVC, ActiveRecordJS, Prototype.

Sound knowledge of web content management and document management systems such as Radiant and Alfresco.

Consistent, quality-driven delivery of high profile projects for market leaders.

A self-starter and quick learner, with enthusiasm for the entire development life-cycle. 

Key Skills

Java / J2EE (7 yrs), Spring (4 yrs),  Struts (7 yrs), Hibernate (5 yrs), Alfresco ECM & WCM (2.5 yrs), AJAX/Javascript Frameworks (JQuery, Prototype, ActiveRecordJS, JavascriptMVC, Dojo, Google APIs, Jasmine BDD) (4 yrs),  Groovy Grails (3yrs), Ruby (3.5yrs), Rails (3.5yrs),  Sinatra/Padrino (1.5yrs), Lucene (2 yrs), JUnit (5 yrs), EJB3 (3 yrs), iBatis (4 yrs), XML/XSLT (7 yrs). UML (5 yrs), Maven (3 yrs), MySQL (6 yrs), Oracle (6 yrs), Postgresql (4 yrs) and Derby/JavaDB (3 yrs), MongoDB (0.5yrs), HTML/CSS (10+yrs). 

Other Technical skills

Perl, Bash Shell scripting, Linux (Debian/Ubuntu and Redhat based distributions 5+yrs), Unix (Solaris), working knowledge of Drupal CMS. 

Professional Experience

September 2009 – Present – Contract Ruby on Rails / Javascript Developer – Head London Ltd.

http://www.headlondon.com
Head London are an award winning digital agency with numerous high profile clients such as The Conservative Party, Oxford University Press, British Gas and Electrolux.

Senior Javascript and Ruby developer for Hubbub - a Rails based e-commerce application and winner of a 2010 BIMA award. 

Senior Javascript and Ruby developer on the Oxford University Press Classroom Presentation Suite project – a Rails CMS which authors digital whiteboard teaching resources built in XUL/Javascript.

Other projects include: 

Skifta -  a Ruby on Padrino web interface to a Java DLNA connection API built by Qualcomm.

BG Group, Link Share – a collaboration application written in Padrino, utilising XMPP4r and Ruby/LDAP.

Contributor to the open source Branston User Story tracking project used internally at Head. 

Agile and BDD methodologies are used throughout all projects at Head.

September 2008 – (intermittently) Present –Contract Lead Developer - Canvas8 Ltd.

http://www.canvas8.com
Canvas8 provides a trend analysis and content aggregation service for advertising and branding professionals .

Project lead, responsible for application architecture. Installed and customised Alfresco Labs 3.0 CMS coupled with AppFuse based Spring MVC webapp. Exciting work on this greenfield project, covered all aspects of the Alfresco CMS system from document management and core XSD data modelling to metadata extraction and Freemarker and XSLT view rendering.

Responsible for integration of outsourced web applications (e.g. JEE/XSLT 'Scrapbook' application), design and quality control for offshore (China & Columbia) development.

Entire project delivered on time, incorporating industry leading design patterns, J2EE technologies and modern development methodologies (Agile + TDD) and Java coding standards.

I continue to provide development and maintenance services to Canvas8 on an intermittent basis.

June 2009 – July 2009 – Contract Ruby on Rails Developer – Dynamic50 Ltd.

http://www.dynamic50.com
Dynamic50 are a boutique web design and development company specialising in Ruby on Rails framework based websites.

An excellent opportunity to gain more commercial experience with Ruby on Rails, maintenance and enhancements for existing websites such as http://www.own-it.org and http://www.thegreymatters.com. Responsibilities include managing agile development cycles, building on existing design to provide new functionality, maintenance of CMS and reporting systems, general bug-fixing. 

September 2007 – July 2008 - Contract Senior Developer - WGSN.

http://www.wgsn.com
Working with the industry leading trend analysis and news service for the fashion and style industries.

SpringMVC, Struts and Perl application design and development for this client on MediaSurface and Morello content management systems.

Delivered projects include Salesforce CRM integration and custom Google Maps 'Storefinder' application.

Responsibilities included guiding application design decisions, general project design/development/delivery, mentoring junior developers and code reviews.

May 2006 – August 2007 – Lead Developer – Flytxt Ltd.

Design and development of leading mobile marketing application using Struts, Hibernate/EJB3 and Dojo Framework. Agile/Scrum development methodologies. Responsibilities included UML application design, prototyping and development, code review of offshore deliverables and performance profiling. 

Flytxt Limited provided the opportunity to guide and peer review a team of offshore developers (India). Positive results using Scrum/Agile project management strategy.

The Flyxt product range was technology-rich, so knowledge of anything from JMS to the latest AJAX offerings such as Dojo and Prototype were hugely beneficial. 

Feb 2003 - May 2006 - Java Developer - Emap PLC.

Engineering CMS driven websites for top Emap magazine brands including Zoo Weekly, MCN and Nursing Times. Designing J2EE web applications using Struts and iBatis, Websphere and Oracle 9i. Custom development of Jive forums for many brands using Webwork framework. 

Design and deployment of 'classifieds' advertising system for MCN. Award-winning project, pivotal in translating print revenues to digital revenues for Emap.

Completion of Java/XML/XSLT content import application. 

Porting of legacy Java framework sites to Struts applications. 

Nov 2001 - Feb 2003 - Developer - PremiumTV.

Designing and deploying web applications for 78 Premiership and First Division football teams using J2EE, Oracle  and TCL. 

Development of Java bulk mailing system using Lyris. 

Porting existing TCL based subscriptions system to custom Java framework. Full project lifecycle from UML design to development and review phases. Mission critical project for Premium TV, challenging and rewarding. 

JMS based Cache management application to provide push-caching for PTV's subscription channel using SwiftMQ, Oracle 8i, XML/XSLT. 

Jan 2000 - Nov 2001 Developer - Distribution. Sportal International Ltd.

Developer for syndication deals with MSN, Sky, Yahoo, Siemens and Tiscali. Providing sports content component feeds or bespoke web applications using Vignette, ASP and Perl. 

Distributed content deal with Betdaq Betting. Development of syndicated statistics package using Vignette 5.62 and Sybase integrating with client's existing site. 

20 Jan 1998 - Jan 2000 Freelance Developer

Freelance website development for Location Inflation, Scooba, Northampton Fire Services and NetJets. 

Education History

J2EE Design Patterns, 89% pass - Learning Tree, Euston. 

2:1 B.A. Humanities Degree - Middlesex University, N.London (1995 ). BTEC Art & Design - Northbrook College, Worthing, W.Sussex (1989).

4 A levels, 8 O levels - Steyning Grammar School, Shooting Field, Steyning, W.Sussex. 

