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$39,500,000

THE CASTLE  
Truly opulent estates have names. Like Graceland or Xanadu. On Mercer Island it’s PROCTOR LANDING, 
a fantasy spread on the shore of Lake Washington that looks like it was plucked from a fairy tale: 
cobblestones, carriage house, waterfall. The home also has an indoor/outdoor pool, a private dock 
for a yacht, and a security system. Realtor Kris Robbs says she’s been showing the 16,000-square-foot 
palace to some “big names in Seattle.” Are you one of them? Coldwell Banker Bain, 206-949-8611; www.
proctorlanding.com.

$75,000,000

YOUR OWN COUNTRY 
Mercer Island’s nice—if you don’t mind sharing it with 22,000 other people. But better to put your 
millions toward an island you can call your own. On VATU VARA, a 6,000-acre undeveloped Fijian island, 
you can reign over your own lagoon like some a despot, explore your personal volcano, and mount 
a massive treasure hunt—former owner Joe Thompson, an eccentric nineteenth-century U.S. sailor, 
supposedly hid his fortune somewhere on the island. But make your move now, King Seattle. Says 
real estate broker Cheyenne Morrison, there are “several interested parties, a resort owner in Fiji, some 
Saudi princes, and a guy in Dubai, but nothing has panned out yet.” Luxury Real Estate, +011-61-7-4099-
3939; www.luxuryrealestate.com/647747.

Steve Ballmer

CEO, Microsoft

Does a frat-grade “monkey dance” 

(check it out on YouTube) at investor 

meetings and forbids his sons from 

using iPods.

net worth 

$13.6 BILLION 

BILLIONAIRES BEHAVING BIZARRELY

SHOWBOAT

Should you fi nd yourself feeling a wee bit jealous of Paul Allen’s decidedly un-wee (414-foot) YACHT

Octopus, with its accompanying helicopter, submarine, professional recording studio, and glass-bot-
tom lounge, have one made for yourself. German yacht-maker Lürssen, in conjunction with Espen 
Oeino Naval Architects, built Allen’s pleasure boat—one of the largest in the world—and they’re taking 
orders. Estimated Octopus upkeep and crew salary expenditures: $20 million per year. Lürssen Yachts, 
+011-49-421-6604-0; www.lurssen.com.

 $200,000,000

A RICH KID’S 

BRAIN 

The Bush School 
Kindergarten–Grade 2 $15,265

Grades 3–5 $16,320

Grades 6–8 $20,100

Grades 9–12 $21,165

3400 E Harrison St, Seattle
206-322-7978; www.bush.edu

The Evergreen School 
Preschool $7,475

Prekindergarten–Grade 8 $14,950

15201 Meridian Ave N, Shoreline
206-364-2650; www.evergreenschool.org

Lakeside School 
Grades 5–8 $20,450

Grades 9–12 $21,100

14050 First Ave NE, Seattle
206-368-3600; www.lakesideschool.org

The Overlake School
Grades 5–12 $20,385

20301 NE 108th St, Redmond
425-868-1000; www.overlake.org


