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LOCATION 
 

The Lava Hot Springs Ranch is located right next to the 
town of Lava Hot Springs, Lava Hot Springs is a city in 
Bannock County, Idaho, United States. It is part of the 
'Pocatello, Idaho Metropolitan Statistical Area'. The 
population was 521 at the 2000 census. Located in the 
mountainous valley of the Portneuf River the old route of 
the Oregon Trail and California Trail, the city has become 
popular resort location, noted for its numerous hot springs 
amenable to bathing. Lava Hot Springs is located at 
42°37 10 N 112°0 51 W42.61944°N 112.01417°W .  
 
The town of Lava Hot Springs offers a lot of fun 
recreational opportunities. Obviously the big attraction is 
the natural hot springs that offers Olympic size pools, platforms for jumping, wild water slides and tubing 
down the Portneuf River. There is a wide choice of really nice hotels and bed and breakfast inns. There are 
campgrounds and RV parks as well. There are golf courses in the area as well that offer 18 holes. The fishing 
for trout is good on the Portneuf River several local trout ponds.  There are several good restaurants in the 
town and even a dutch oven cook out is provided. 
 

There are several ATV trails in and around the ranch as 
well, so bring your ATV’s. Hiking and mountain biking are 
also exceptional in this part of Utah. The Centennial Trail is 
located just above Lava Hot Springs and can be used by 
hikers and bikers. There are also horseback concessions 
available, wagon rides and rodeos that occur during the 
summer. 
 
For a little calmer experience you can browse through the 
Museum and Visitor Center and unique shops for souvenirs, 
clothing and gifts. Lava is a true Winter Wonderland! 
There’s hundreds of miles of Snowmobile Trails, Baker 
Ranch Snow Shoeing, Pebble Creek Ski Area, ice fishing 

and sleigh riding. Lava’s Indoor Aquatic Center is now open year round. 
 
For reservations and more information on the Hot Springs Park go to their website and check out everything at 
http://www.lavahotsprings.com/ Also check out the Chamber of Commerce website for detailed information 
where to stay, eat and have fun http://www.lavahotsprings.org/index.html 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE RANCH 

 
The Lava Hot Springs Ranch is comprised of four units. Keeping all four units if someone is interested would 
handle about 400 mother cows year round. There is good stock water and springs and creeks that are located 
throughout the ranch as well as a couple sets of corrals and pens. There is about 1200 acres in hay crop, the 
ranch has several springs, creeks and stock water. The property is flat to rolling hills with mountain views in 
the all directions.   
 
Unit #1 – Lava Unit 

Unit #1, referred to as the Lava Unit, is comprised of 1729 acres and is priced at 2.15 million and is highly 
suitable for a recreational land development being right next to the town of Lava Hot Springs. This property 
has rolling hills, potential for a small ski area next to the town and has incredible views of the valley below. 
 
Unit #2 – The Beaver Basin Unit 

Unit #2 is The Beaver Basin Unit, comprised of 1600 acres with a majority of the hay ground on the ranch and 
is bordering the forest service and State Leased property that goes with the sale. This unit would provide 3000 
acres of state leased property with the sale and is priced at 2.1 million. The owner did extensive work and 
preparation to design and describe what could be a first class ski village to this unit of the ranch. Upon request, 
we can provide the prospectus for he ski area to the prospective buyer. This property also has an abundance of 
big game animals; Elk, Deer and Bear. It is also the most productive unit for the cattle production. 
 
Unit #3 – Wide Hollow 

Unit #3, referred to as Wide Hollow, is approximately 800 acres and has about 400 acres of hay production on 
this unit and has irrigation rights as well to the property. This property is very productive and scenic as well 
and can be bough for $990,000.00  
 
Unit #4 – Home Unit 

Unit #4 is the Home Unit Comprised of 1170 acres and is perhaps the most scenic and alpine piece of property 
out of the entire ranch. It has an abundance of springs, a fishable stream called Fish Creek and a good amount 
of timber on the unit. It can be purchased for 1.2 million and would have approximately 2000 acres of BLM 
ground that would go with the sale. 
 
If the ranch is bought in its entirety, it can be purchased for 5.7 million for 5,299 deeded acres, 2000 BLM 
leased acres and 3000 leased state acres. 
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ACREAGE 
 

 
Farm Ground (haying) deeded    1,600 
Timbered Ground      1,000 
Grazing       2,699 
BLM        2,000 
State Lease       3,000 
Total Acres        10,299 

 
 

OUTBUILDINGS & IMPROVEMENTS 
 

The ranch has a couple of working corrals, pens and calving cabin on the property included in the sale. There 
are additional structures available for sale but not currently included in the pricing or the acreage. 
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ABOUT THE AREA 
 

The Lava Hot Springs Ranch is located just 35 miles south east of Pocatello Idaho. The city of Pocatello is 
located in southeast Idaho and nestled at 4,448 feet in the western foothills of the Rocky Mountains along the 
Oregon Trail. 

  
Pocatello has an unusually desirable four-season climate where clear, sunny and dry is the norm. The city has 
32 parks, a Museum of Natural History, the Fort Hall Replica, Golf Courses, Swimming Complex, Bike & 
Hiking Trails, Pocatello Junction, Skate Park, and the Pocatello Zoo are just of few of the attractions visitors 
and residents enjoy.  Pocatello has an unusually desirable four-season climate where clear, sunny and dry is 
the norm. Less than 15 inches of precipitation falls annually. 
 
Summers are dry and warm with the July mean temperature at 72.4 degrees. The average daily temperature 
during the winter months is 35.4 degrees. The city of Pocatello is located in southeast Idaho. Pocatello, the 
county seat of Bannock County in southeast Idaho, is located at the intersection of two interstate highways, I-
15 and I-86 at 42° 54" N and 112° 30" W. 
 
A two-hour drive puts you on the doorstep of world class resorts (Sun Valley, Grand Targhee, Jackson Hole, 
and Park City), scenic vacation spots (Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks, the Sawtooth National 
recreation Area, Island Park, Bear Lake and more), and Salt Lake City.  
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NEARBY POCATELLO 
 

Pocatello (pronounced ) is the county seat and largest city of Bannock County,[1] with a small 

portion on the Fort Hall Indian Reservation in neighboring Power County, in the southeastern part of the U.S. 
state of Idaho. It is the principal city of the Pocatello metropolitan area, which encompasses all of Bannock 
and Power counties. As of the 2000 census the population of Pocatello was 51,466 (2006 estimate: 53,932)[2] 
with a metro population of 83,303. 
 
Pocatello is the fourth-largest city in the state, slightly larger than Idaho Falls. In 2007, Pocatello was ranked 
twentieth on Forbes list of Best Small Places for Business and Careers.[3] 

 
Pocatello is the home of Idaho State University and the manufacturing facility of ON Semiconductor. Founded 
as an important stop on the first railroad in Idaho during the gold rush, the city later became an important 
center for agriculture. It is located along the Portneuf River where it emerges from the mountains onto the 
Snake River Plain, along the route of the Oregon Trail. The city is named after Chief Pocatello, a chief of the 
Shoshoni tribe who granted the right-of-way for the railroad across the Fort Hall Indian Reservation. The city 
is served by the Pocatello Regional Airport.As of the census[7] of 2000, there were 51,466 people, 19,334 
households, and 12,973 families residing in the city. The population density was 1,822.5 people per square 
mile (703.7/km ). There were 20,627 housing units at an average density of 730.4/sq mi (282.0/km ). The 
racial makeup of the city was 92.32% White, 0.72% African American, 1.35% Native American, 1.15% 
Asian, 0.20% Pacific Islander, 2.18% from other races, and 2.09% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino 
of any race were 4.94% of the population.  
 
There were 19,334 households out of which 34.5% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 52.6% 
were married couples living together, 10.5% had a female householder with no husband present, and 32.9% 
were non-families. 25.0% of all households were made up of individuals and 7.8% had someone living alone 
who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.58 and the average family size was 3.10. 
In the city the population was spread out with 26.6% under the age of 18, 16.7% from 18 to 24, 27.4% from 
25 to 44, 18.9% from 45 to 64, and 10.4% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 29 years. 
For every 100 females there were 96.9 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 93.3 males. 
The median income for a household in the city was $34,326, and the median income for a family was $41,884. 
Males had a median income of $33,984 versus $22,962 for females. The per capita income for the city was 
$17,425. About 10.7% of families and 15.4% of the population were below the poverty line, including 16.9% 
of those under age 18 and 7.8% of those age 65 or over. 
 
There are 132 congregations in Bannock County, 98 of which are LDS (The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints or Mormon)(ARDA, 2000). LDS is the primary religion, making up about 70% of the population 
and about 75% of the congregations. 
 
 

THE POCATELLO AIRPORT 
 

The Pocatello Airport has direct service daily from Salt Lake City where you can 
get 129 direct connections. The ranch is easy to get to from any location in the US 
and Canada. http://www.pocatello.us/airport/Airport.htm  
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KEY ATTRACTIONS 
 

Here are some key attractions close to the ranch and within a few hours: 
 

Distances From Lava Hot Springs, Idaho in miles. 

• Bear Lake State Park - 90  
• Boise, Idaho - 272 
• Chesterfield, Idaho - 22.5 
• City of Rocks - 242 
• Craters of the Moon - 138 
• Crystal Hot Springs - 90 
• Downata Hot Springs - 33.3 
• Grace, Idaho - 20 
• Grand Teton National Park - 131 
• Jackson, Wyoming - 130 
• Logan, Utah - 84.4 
• Maple Grove Hot Springs - 39.7 

• Soda Springs, Idaho - 22.5 
• Salt Lake City Intl. Airport - 157 
• Sun Valley, Idaho - 226 
• West Yellowstone, Montana - 191 
• Yellowstone National Park - 206 
• National Oregon Trail Center - 51.4 
• Pebble Creek Ski Area - 27.4 
• Pocatello, Idaho - 34.7 
• Ogden, Utah - 120 
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NEARBY PEBBLE CREEK SKI AREA 
 

There are several ski areas close to the Lava Ranch and Pocatello and Pebble Creek is a short distance away. 

 
Celebrating 58 years of skiing excellence, Pebble Creek is a vertical playground that attracts extreme skiers 
but also offers plenty of terrain variety for other skill levels. Located just south of the City of  Pocatello, in the 
Caribou National Forest, Pebble Creek boasts virtually non-existent lift lines. The 40 member PSIA/AASI 
Member Ski & Snowboard School offers a wide range of group programs as well as private lessons. 
    
Pebble Creek plays host to 1,100 skiable acres, 54 runs and an abundance of annual snowfall, providing 
enough playful terrain for beginners and those demanding an honest challenge. The rental shop carries high 
performance shaped skis and the lodge offers cafeteria-style dining and fresh home-baked treats. Renowned 
for its fun and friendly atmosphere Pebble Creek offers great winter fun at a great value! 
 
After a  day on the slopes, it's only a few miles to Pocatello with its many hotels and restaurants featuring 
cuisine with a regional flair. If your tastes run to the calm and quaint, you'll enjoy the natural volcanic mineral 
baths and western hospitality of  Lava Hot Springs to soothe and relax those tired ski muscles. 
 

Lift Served Area 

Terrain Runs Lifts 

12% Beginner 

35% Intermediate 
53% Advanced 

54 Runs on 1,100 Acres 

and Gladded Areas 

1-Double Chair 

2-Triple Chairs 

Vertical Drop Top of Skyline Lift Season 

2,200 Feet 8,560 Feet Mid-December Thru Mid-April 

USAA Giant Slalom USAA Slalom 

1,098 Meters 565 Meters 
 

 
USFSA Permit Area 

Vertical Drop Summit Elevation Skiable Acres 

2,911 feet 9,271 feet 1,100 acres 

 
Base Area Facilities 

Day Lodge Office Building Patrol Facility 

Restaurant/Cafeteria 

Rock Bottom Saloon 
Rental Shop 

Rest Rooms 

Public Telephone 

Ticket Sales 

Season Pass 
Winter Sports School Lesson 

Registration 

First Aid 

Adaptive Skiing Facility 
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CLIMATE AND TOPOGRAPHY 
 

Monthly Averages for Lava Hot Springs, ID: 
 

Month 
Avg. 

High 

Avg. 

Low 
Mean 

Avg. 

Precip 

Record 

High 

Record 

Low 

Jan 31°F 16°F 23°F 1.81 in. 52°F (1990) -28°F (1962) 

Feb 37°F 19°F 28°F 1.32 in. 63°F (1995) -26°F (1960) 

Mar 48°F 26°F 37°F 1.78 in. 74°F (2007) -8°F (1960) 

Apr 58°F 32°F 45°F 1.27 in. 82°F (2007) 13°F (1959) 

May 67°F 38°F 53°F 2.15 in. 94°F (2003) 20°F (2003) 

Jun 77°F 45°F 61°F 0.95 in. 98°F (1954) 28°F (2001) 

Jul 86°F 50°F 68°F 0.98 in. 103°F (1956) 34°F (1959) 

Aug 84°F 49°F 67°F 1.46 in. 101°F (2000) 30°F (1992) 

Sep 75°F 41°F 58°F 1.02 in. 103°F (1950) 22°F (1999) 

Oct 62°F 32°F 47°F 1.05 in. 87°F (1963) 7°F (2003) 

Nov 43°F 24°F 34°F 1.41 in. 69°F (1999) -17°F (1955) 

Dec 33°F 16°F 24°F 1.75 in. 61°F (1995) -31°F (1990) 

 

 

 

LAVA HOT SPRINGS, ID WEATHER FACTS 
 

 

• The average warmest month is July.  
• The highest recorded temperature was 103°F in 1956.  
• The average coolest month is December.  
• The lowest recorded temperature was -31°F in 1990. 
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WILDLIFE AND FISHERY 
 

Fish Creek runs through the Home Unit and the Lava unit and produces healthy native, brown and rainbow 
trout in the 10-12” class with a few 16” trout and better. As far as the Wildlife, there are Elk and Deer in 
abundance on the ranch and brown and black bear with mountain lion and bobcats as well. 
 
 

RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The ranch offers several recreational opportunities on and off the ranch, with excellent big game on the ranch, 
it offers excellent hunting. The fishing is good on the ranch and with the Portneuf River just minutes away 
makes this ranch a good area for trout fishing. There are two ski areas close to the ranch, several hundred 
miles of snowmobile trails and endless hiking trails and nearby lakes for lots of summer activity. The ATV 
trails are numerous on and off the ranch as well. Mountain Biking the area is superb. 
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BROKER COMMENTS 

 
The Lava Hot Springs Ranch is a superb combination of a recreational/cattle ranch. The Ranch is very scenic 
with lots of vegetation and mountain contour along with coulees and draws and hay meadows bordering the 
Portneuf and Fish Creek Mountain Ranges. There is plenty of stock water on the ranch with ponds, streams 
and springs. Fish creek traverses through the Lava Unit providing good fishing for 10-15” trout. The owner 
had a vision about creating a first class ski area on the ranch in particular on the Beaver Basin Unit bordering 
Baldy Mountain and Sedgwick Peak. There is a vertical drop of over 3000 feet from the peaks to the valley 
floor making this area and the snowfall very conducive for a ski area.  The ranch is rated at a 400 AU, 
Cow/calf pair.  The Lava Hot Springs ranch not only is right next to the Famous Lava Hot springs, but it also 
is a short distance from a ski area, only 30 minutes from Pocatello and a few hours from Jackson Wyoming 
and Yellowstone and Grand Teton Park.  To have all of this and 5299 deeded acres and 5000 acres of state and 
BLM Leases, this ranch is an exceptional buy for 5.7 million.   
 

The Ranch is co-listed with Ray Elser of Black Diamond Real Estate in Jackson Wyoming. Ray can be 

reached at 307-690-4313 or emailing him at relser@wyoming.com or contacting Cy Richard Broker of 

The Ranch Brokers at 307-690-5425 or email him at cy@theranchbrokers.com  

 
PRICES 

 

The ranch is offered in its entirety for $5,700,000 for the entire 10,299 acres or the four units to the ranch can 
be bought separately for the following prices:  
 

Lava Unit    1729 Acres  2.1 Million 
Beaver Creek Unit   1600 Acres  2.1 Million 
Home Unit    1170 Acres  1.2 Million 
Wide Hollow Unit     800 Acres  .99 Million 

 

(See Maps On Following Pages) 

 
For More Information or A Showing Contact: 

Cy Richard (Broker/Owner) by phone: (307) 690-5425 (cell) or email cy@theranchbrokers.com 
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LAVA UNIT MAP 
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BEAVER CREEK UNIT MAP 
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HOME UNIT MAP 
 

 



The Ranch Brokers | (307) 690-5425 | 610 S Hwy 93 | Hamilton, MT 59840 |  www.theranchbrokers.com | trec@rmisp.com 

 
15 

 

WIDE HOLLOW UNIT MAP 
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COMPLETE RANCH MAP 
 

 


