Back to School Video Fall 2017	M. Haag


Hello!  My name is Mark Haag, Superintendent of the Lenawee Intermediate School District.
I would like wish everyone a great start to the 2017-18 school year across Lenawee County and share some thoughts and observations as a career educator, former student and parent.
By my calculations, this will be my 43rd “First Day of School” including all of my years as a student and educator. August and Labor Day mean virtually the same type of thing to me for my whole life…… I have come to observe and believe some of the following based on these experiences.


	For some students and adults, this is one of the most exciting times of the year and they are very excited about all that comes with the start of school. For others, including adults who may not have enjoyed school, this a time of great fear, stress and anxiety tied to the start of school. There are many reasons for this, but I would ask that we all remember and recognize that it is not positive for all.


	Creating a Safe and Inviting environment for students and parents needs to be a high priority for all schools and educators.  Perhaps due to some of my experiences as a school counselor and administrator, I firmly believe that unless we make school safe for students, parents and families in all aspects…….it is difficult for learning to occur. School personnel and parents must make this a priority.


	Learning occurs in many ways. We have learning that occurs through a particular curriculum and classroom activities in all districts, buildings and classrooms across Lenawee County. We also have many informal learning opportunities in the form of extra-curricular activities like athletics, music, drama and art along with a multitude of student organizations such as student government, service clubs, special interest and hobby clubs. These extra-curricular activities teach valuable lessons that are not only memorable, but create future employment and citizen skills that strengthen individuals and ultimately build strong communities.


	Over the years, a common concern I have heard many parents share with me (and honestly have felt myself a few times with my own children as curriculum has evolved over the years) is “I don’t know how I can help my child with school work, it is so

different from when I was in school”. This is an honest concern that few talk about.
My short answer or advice around this is to communicate with your teachers and school administrators for some specific opportunities for help and assistance. However, when
in doubt – encourage your child to read, read, read as this is a foundational skill that will ultimately lead to success.
I could go on, but I won’t in this video. I would like to say the following:
	Thank you to the hundreds of public school employees across Lenawee County in the 11 local districts and LISD who serve in a variety of capacities that all are absolutely instrumental in educating our children: Bus Drivers, Bus Assistants, Teachers, Administrators, Administrative Assistants/Secretaries, Food Service Employees, Custodian/Maintenance staff, Classroom Assistants, School Psychologists, Social Workers, Counselors, Speech & Language Pathologists, Nurses, Health Care Assistants, Mechanics, and many others! You do important work each and every day – and we Thank You!


	Thank you to the many Lenawee County Service Clubs, Non-Profit Organizations, Business Partners, Churches and other Community Partners who not only support education throughout the year – but also do fantastic things to ensure students start school with the basic supplies, clothes and resources needed through donations and efforts to help those in need. This work is huge and we thank you, as this makes all the difference in the world for some students and families as they prepare to start school.”


	Finally, to the thousands of Lenawee County students and parents that are beginning the 2017-18 school year – we wish you a safe and successful journey in your learning and growth. There are many new and great things going on across Lenawee County to enhance your educational experiences and opportunities, please take advantage of them.


If I can personally be of any assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact me. You can reach me by email at mark.haag@lisd.us or by telephone at 517-265-1628
If I can assist you in that way, or we need to set up a meeting to talk in person, I would love to do so.

