
National School Bus Safety Week 
 
October 17-21, 2016, has been designated as National School Bus Safety Week. 
 
Information regarding school bus safety: 
 

• School buses are the safest form of highway transportation 
• The most dangerous part of the school bus ride is getting on and off the bus 
• Pedestrian fatalities (while loading and unloading school buses) account for 

approximately three times as many school bus-related fatalities, when compared 
to school bus occupant fatalities. 

• The loading and unloading area is called the “Danger Zone” 
• The “Danger Zone” is the area on all sides of the bus where children are in the 

most danger of not being seen by the driver (ten feet in front of the bus where the 
driver may be too high to see a child, ten feet on either side of the bus where a 
child may be in the driver’s blind spot, and the area behind the bus). 

• Half of the pedestrian fatalities in school bus-related crashes are children 
between 5 and 7 years old. 

• Young children are most likely to be struck because they: 
o Hurry to get on and off the bus 
o Act before they think and have little experience with traffic 
o Assume motorists will see them and will wait for them to cross the street 
o Don’t always stay within the bus driver’s sight 

 
Any motorist knows that a yellow traffic light means prepare to stop, if possible, and a 
red light means stop. 
 
School bus warning lights mean the same thing.  Flashing yellow lights mean 
CAUTION, the bus is preparing to stop.  Flashing red lights mean STOP, school 
children are boarding or leaving the school bus. 
 
It is a civil infraction to drive past a stopped school bus when the red lights are flashing.  
In addition to the civil fine and costs provided for a civil infraction under section 907, the 
judge, district court referee, or district court magistrate may order a person who violates 
this section to perform not more than 100 hours of community service at a school. 
 
Yellow school buses safely transport almost 25 million students to and from school 
every day.  Michigan schools transport approximately 850,000 students per day.  That is 
850,000 good reasons to drive safely and remain alert when you see a school bus on 
the road. 


