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Did you know that Michigan is a 

birth mandate state?  This means 

that children may receive special 

education services from birth in the 

state of Michigan.  This is quite 

unique in the United States.  There 

are only 4 other states who 

mandate special education from 

birth: Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska 

and Maryland.   

Michigan is currently writing 

guidance documents for special 

education eligibility for children 

birth to age three.  The guidance 

documents for the classifications of 

Speech and Language Impaired and 

Early Childhood Developmental 

Delay will be ready for review this 

month.  These guidance documents 

will help develop a uniform way to 

evaluate and qualify children from 

birth.  Currently, services may vary 

from one county to the next, and 

sometimes from one district to the 

next.     

Here in Lenawee County, Michigan 

Mandatory Special Education 

services are offered through the 

Lenawee Intermediate School 

District.  We have physical 

therapists, occupational therapists, 

speech and language pathologists 

and teachers who provide service 

in conjunction with Early On 

facilitators.   

Children with a 20% delay are 

qualified for Early On services.  

These services are typically 

completed in the home by Early On 

facilitators.  The facilitators will 

evaluate overall development and 

coach parents on ways to facilitate 

skills that are delayed.  The 

facilitators also help families 

connect with other services that 

can help the development of 

children, such as special education, 

community mental health, and 
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Michigan: A Birth Mandate State cont... 

medical services .  These services 

can be initiated by physicians or 

parents who have concerns by 

calling 1-800-earlyon, or going to:  

www.1800earlyon.org. 

An evaluation for Michigan 

Mandatory Special Education 

should be initiated as early as 

possible for children who have 

significant delays.  Research shows 

early intervention is key to a 

child’s educational success.  An 

evaluation can be initiated in many 

ways.  Typically, Early On 

facilitators receive a referral.  If 

that referral indicates significant 

delays, Early On and Michigan 

Mandatory Special Education will 

initiate an evaluation at the same 

time.  Early On facilitators may 

complete an evaluation and then 

refer for a Michigan Mandatory 

Special Education due to a 

suspected disability.  Parents may 

Dyslexia 
By Jason Sines, LISD School Psychologist 

also request an evaluation.   

Michigan Mandatory Special 

Education services for birth to 

three years are given in a variety of 

settings in Lenawee County.  Many 

children are seen in their home.  

Some children are seen in play 

groups or daycares.  Many times, 

children are seen by multiple 

therapists who may or may not co-

treat, depending on the child’s 

needs.  Services are determined by 

the child and their family’s 

priorities and needs.   

If you know of a family that has a 

child age birth to three with 

possible delays, please share this 

information.  Better yet, have them 

call 1-800-earlyon, or visit their 

website:  www.1800earlyon.org. It 

is never too early to have an Early 

On evaluation.   

 

The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) has 

recently released guidance to state and local educational agencies regarding 

the use of the term “dyslexia” when discussing special education eligibility 

and learning disabilities within the IEP setting.  This guidance clarifies that 

students with specific learning disabilities — such as dyslexia, dyscalculia, 

and dysgraphia — have unique educational needs. It further clarifies that 

there is nothing in the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA) that would prohibit the use of the terms dyslexia, dyscalculia, and 

continued... 
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in reading comprehension  and 

reduced reading experience that 

can impede growth of vocabulary 

and background knowledge.” (http://

eida.org/definition-of-dyslexia/) 

The IDA further suggests that 

schools utilize screening tests, such 

as Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early 

Literacy Skills (DIBELS) or AIMSweb, 

which are developed by 

researchers to locate those 

students who are “at risk” for 

reading difficulties.  They further 

states that preventive 

interventions should be started 

immediately, even if dyslexia is 

only suspected.  They state that 

how the child responds to 

supplemental instruction will help 

determine if special education 

services are justified and necessary, 

which is not always the case.  

Measures of language skills, 

phonological awareness, memory, 

and rapid naming are more 

suggestive of being at-risk for 

dyslexia among young children 

than are measures of word 

reading, decoding, and spelling. 

Therefore, measures of 

phonological awareness, memory, 

and rapid naming are suggested to 

dysgraphia in a student’s evaluation, 

determination of eligibility for 

special education and related 

services, or in developing the 

student’s individualized education 

program (IEP). 

Although IDEA does not isolate 

dyslexia as its own eligibility 

category, it has been common 

practice to include students with 

dyslexia under the umbrella of a 

Learning Disability, where students 

would need to meet the pattern of 

strengths and weaknesses eligibility 

guidelines in order to qualify for 

special educational services.  As the 

OSERS’s guidance indicates, 

however, students with dyslexia 

have unique educational needs 

compared to other learning 

disabilities.  It may be helpful in 

calling out characteristics of dyslexia 

in order to help identify appropriate 

goals for that students IEP.    

The International Dyslexia 

Association (IDA) identifies Dyslexia 

as “a specific learning disability  

that is neurobiological in origin. It is 

characterized by difficulties with 

accurate and/or fluent word 

recognition and by poor spelling and  

decoding abilities. These difficulties 

typically result from a deficit in the 

phonological component of 

language that is often unexpected in 

relation to other cognitive abilities 

and the provision of effective 

classroom instruction. Secondary 

consequences may include problems 

be included in Kindergarten and 

beginning first grade screening 

tests that can identify children who 

need targeted intervention to 

improve these critical skills and 

meet grade-level benchmarks. 

Until recently, an intelligence test 

was considered to be a necessary 

part of the evaluation because the 

diagnosis of a learning disability 

was based on finding a significant 

difference between IQ and reading 

skills.  Many studies have now 

shown that intelligence is not the 

best predictor of how easily a 

student will develop written 

language skills (reading and 

spelling). Instead, oral language 

abilities (listening and speaking) are 

considered the best predictors of 

reading and spelling.  Students with 

dyslexia typically have adequate 

higher-level language skills. 

Indicators of higher-level oral 

language skills include being able to 

understand an age-appropriate 

story and spoken directions, to 

carry on a conversation, and to 

understand and use words that are 

age appropriate. If a student has 

average higher-level oral language 

skills but much difficulty developing 

written language (reading and 

spelling) skills, dyslexia may be a 

concern. 

Contact your physician if you 

suspect a learning disability. 

Dyslexia cont... 

http://eida.org/definition-of-dyslexia/
http://eida.org/definition-of-dyslexia/
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Enrollment 

Students who would like to enroll in a LISD TECH Center 
class are encouraged to complete their application by 
visiting http://www.lisd.us/tech-center/apply-today. 

TECH Center 

 

Enroll Today! 

Distinguished Alumni – Nomination 

Process  

The LISD TECH Center is proud to announce that 
applications are now being accepted for our 
Distinguished Alumni Award. The LISD will 
recognize successful former students who 
completed a program at the LISD TECH Center 
(formerly known as the... Lenawee Vo-Tech 
Center).  Applicants need to be former students 
who have demonstrated excellence and success in 
their careers and are involved in the community. 
The application form is on the LISD website at 
http://www.lisd.us/distinguished-alumni-
nomination-process/.  Anyone can nominate. 
Deadline for applying is January 29. For more 
information call 517-265-1652. 

CEMaT 
From Desiree VanValkenburg, CEMaT 

CEMaT staff are excited to announce that with the 
addition of new tables in the CEMaT Learning Center 
(CLC), we can now comfortably seat 40 people for your 
upcoming professional development sessions and/or staff 
meetings. We are now offering 4 different room 
arrangements to meet the needs of larger groups. 

Other changes are happening in CEMat as well! You may 
have noticed the CLC lab no longer houses desktop 
computers for participant use, those computers have been 
moved to the CEMaT PD room. The CEMaT PD room has 
14 desktop computers, with the option of adding 10 more 
laptops. Please note that with the movement of the 
computers, there is less space in the PD room than what 
you might be used to. We suggest that the maximum 
occupancy for that room be 20 people.  

If you have any questions about the new and improved 
CLC, please feel free to call 517-265-1691 or email CEMaT. 

Apply for scholarships through the Lenawee County Education Foundation! Scholarships are a great way to help 
fund your college dreams. Get a head start on filling out your application at https://lenaweecef.starsscholarships 
online.com/STARS/default.aspx. 

http://www.lisd.us/tech-center/apply-today
http://www.lisd.us/tech-center/apply-today
http://www.lisd.us/distinguished-alumni-nomination-process/
http://www.lisd.us/distinguished-alumni-nomination-process/
mailto:cemat@lisd.us
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Children's Special Health Care Services (CSHCS) is a program for 
children with an eligible chronic health condition. The program may 
also cover a few chronic diseases for adults such as cystic fibrosis, 
hemophilia and some other clotting disorders. CSHCS will pay the 
medical bills for these persons to see specialty providers and pay for 
care related to their condition. This care may include surgery, 
medications, equipment and hospitalizations. CSHCS can also help 
provide or cover transportation costs to these appointments.  

 

There are more than 2,700 medical conditions that may qualify children for coverage, including 
diabetes, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, hearing loss, cystic fibrosis and blood disorders. Any condition 
where a child needs to see a specialist for care (like a doctor at the University of Michigan or Toledo 
Hospital) may qualify. 

 

Eligibility does not depend on income. Families of all incomes can join, as well as those with private 
health insurance. Some families pay a fee to join that is based on a sliding scale. Children with an 
approved diagnosis who have Medicaid or MI Child may also qualify for CSHCS at no cost. 

Children’s Special Health Care Services 

 

Who Can Join CSHCS? 
 

 Children and some adults with certain chronic health conditions.  

 

 Families of every income. Financial factors do not matter. The child’s medical condition, not 
income, determines who qualifies.  Some families pay a fee to join based on their income. 

 

 Families with private insurance. CSHCS can provide extra help to families with private 
insurance.  

 

 Children with Medicaid or MI Child may also qualify.  

 

For more information about this program, please call the  Lenawee County Health Department . 

Lenawee County Health Department 
1040 South Winter St., Suite 2328 
Adrian, MI  49221 
Phone: (517) 264-5228 
Fax:  (517) 264-0790       
www.lenaweehealthdepartment.org 
Family Phone Line:  (800) 359-3722 
CSHCS Website: www.michigan.gov/cshcs 

http://www.michigan.gov/cshcs
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CPR, First Aid & AED 
Training 
Link to register:  https://
www.solutionwhere.com/ww/Aspx/
Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?
courseNum=2331&cId=32 

· Jan 28, 2016 10:00 a.m. – 12 noon 
· Mar 10, 2016 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
· Apr 21, 2016  4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
· Jun 15, 2016  9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

LISD Wm. J. Ross ESC  

$35 for Lenawee County K-12 
educators & area college students 

$70 for all others 

Jerry Buffman, critical care nurse/
paramedic, teaches CPR and First Aid 
in a relaxed, interesting and 
informative manner using feedback 
devices to give realistic feedback 
regarding pressure, pace and 
position.  Participants will receive an 
American Academy of Orthopedic 
Surgeons (AAOS) certificate upon 
course completion. The certificate is 
good for 2 years for CPR and First Aid. 
The AAOS is the teaching arm of the 
Emergency Care & Safety Institute, a 
State of Michigan approved provider of 
CPR and First Aid for the Initial 
Certification requirement of Michigan 
Teachers. 

Nonviolent Crisis 
Intervention 
(Open to Lenawee County K-12 
educational staff only.) 

This program clarifies basic elements 

LISD Nondiscrimination Statement The Lenawee Intermediate School District (LISD) does not discriminate in any of its educational programs and services, activities, or employment 
practices, on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin / ancestry, religion, height, weight, marital status, age, limited English-speaking ability, sexual orientation, or disability. Direct 
inquiries to: Executive Director of Staff Resources, Lenawee Intermediate School District, 4107 N. Adrian Hwy., Adrian, MI 49221, (517) 265-2119. Persons with hearing impairments, 
please call the Michigan Relay Center at (800) 649-3777 (TDD).  

Declaración de No Discriminación del LISD El Distrito Escolar Intermedio de Lenawee (LISD) no discrimina en ninguno de sus programas o servicios educativos, actividades, o prácticas de 
empleo sobre la base de género, raza, color, origen nacional / ascendencia, religión, estatura, peso, estado civil, edad, la habilidad limitada de hablar inglés, orientación sexual, o 
incapacidad. Para conseguir más información: Executive Director of Staff Resources, Lenawee Intermediate School District, 4107 N. Adrian Hwy., Adrian, MI 49221, (517) 265-2119. 
Personas con problemas de audición, por favor llamen al Michigan Relay Center (800) 649-3777 (TDD).  

of violent behavior, and proceeds to 
identify how a crisis may escalate and 
conversely de-escalate.  

Finally, it helps identify practical 
strategies which have proven 
successful for thousands of school and 
human service personnel throughout 
the nation. 

Initial, two-day trainings:  8:30 a.m. – 
2:45 p.m. 

· Feb 1-2, 2016 @ LISD Wm. J. Ross 
ESC 

·  Mar 21-22, 2016 @ LISD TECH 
Center, Classrooms 1 & 2 

Cost: $50 

SCECHs available 

Link to register:  https://
www.solutionwhere.com/ww/Aspx/
Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?
courseNum=2343&cId=32 

Refresher Trainings:  8:30 a.m. –  
3:00 p.m. 

· Jan 14, 2016 @ LISD Wm. J. Ross ESC 
· Feb 29, 2016 @ LISD Wm. J. Ross ESC 
· Mar 15, 2016 (Enhanced Verbal 

Skills) @ Stubnitz Environmental 
Education Center 

Cost: $35 

SCECHs available 

Link to register:  https://
www.solutionwhere.com/ww/Aspx/
Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?
courseNum=1714&cId=32 

Specialized Instruction: 
What Do Teachers Want. . . 
Strategies That Work! 

For the second session of the 
“Specialized Instruction” series, 
Shekenia Mann, (LMSW, M.A.) from the 
Wayne Assistive Technology Resource 
Center, will facilitate this functional 
professional development session, 
which will focus on learning about and 
accessing assistive technology tools that 
will support Specialized Instruction for 
your students.  Specific examples of 
tools and strategies related to a 
student's processing areas will be 
shared.  It is the use of these tools 
which can bridge the gaps and provide 
greater academic and behavioral 
success for your students. 

· Mar 8, 2016 @ Porter/CEMaT 
Learning Center (Rm #110) New date 
& Location!!, 12:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

FREE! 

Link to register:  https://
www.solutionwhere.com/ww/Aspx/
Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?
courseNum=2384&cId=32  

Working with Transgender 
Youth 101 

All K-12 educators and community 
members are invited to join Dr. Kathryn 
Bondy-Fessler, Corner Health Center 
Medical Director, for this important and 

continued... 
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Professional Development Training cont... 

interactive educational session to 
discuss definitions, cultural context 
and physiology relevant for 
Transgender Youth. 

The session will focus on real-life 
examples to empower adults to help 
these very vulnerable young 
people.  Use of preferred pronouns, 
facilitating peer interactions and 
accessing resources will all be 
discussed, with opportunities to ask 
questions and engage in discussion.  

Please Note!  Dr. Bondy-Fessler will be 
making this same presentation to 
Lenawee ISD TECH Center Staff on 
January 14.  

· Jan 13, 2016 @ TECH Center, 
Classrooms 1 & 2, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

FREE! 

Link to register: https://
www.solutionwhere.com/ww/Aspx/
Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?
courseNum=2409&cId=32 

 

If you have any questions or concerns 

about these or any LISD Professional 

Development Center offerings, please 

contact one of our PD Team members: 

JoAnna Keebler, 265-1611 
JoAnna.Keebler@lisd.us 

Kathy Campbell, 265-1619 
Kathy.Campbell@lisd.us   

Char Forsyth, 265-1617 
Char.Forsyth@lisd.us 

to browse a list of topics, visit 21things4teachers.net 

for more information about 21 Things, contact Sue Summerford (LISD), sue.summerford@lisd.us 

for registration questions, contact Kathy Campbell (LISD), kathy.campbell@lisd.us 

https://www.solutionwhere.com/WW/Aspx/Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?courseNum=2404&cId=32&pCId=0
https://www.solutionwhere.com/ww/Aspx/Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?courseNum=2409&cId=32
https://www.solutionwhere.com/ww/Aspx/Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?courseNum=2409&cId=32
https://www.solutionwhere.com/ww/Aspx/Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?courseNum=2409&cId=32
https://www.solutionwhere.com/ww/Aspx/Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?courseNum=2409&cId=32
mailto:JoAnna.Keebler@lisd.us
mailto:Kathy.Campbell@lisd.us
mailto:Char.Forsyth@lisd.us
http://www.21things4teachers.net/

