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the drama of 
Redemption

r. C. Sproul



introduction

For many Christians, significant portions of the Bible remain largely unfamiliar or com-
pletely unknown. Some have been believers for many years but have never read the 
entire Bible, even though they would quickly assert their belief that all of Scripture is 
the inspired Word of God. Why is this? Why is so much of the Bible a mystery—a closed 
book—to so many Christians?

Much of the difficulty modern Christians experience when they attempt to read 
Scripture stems from a failure to comprehend fully the threads that tie the biblical sto-
ries together. In order to understand the underlying unity of the biblical story, one must 
understand the covenant. When a Christian begins to grasp the covenantal thread that 
runs throughout the Old and New Testaments and culminates in Jesus Christ, then 
the pieces of the puzzle begin to fall into place. The drama of redemption becomes just 
that—a drama with more tension and ultimate fulfillment than the greatest drama 
ever written by man. The Bible truly is “the greatest story ever told.” 

May this series enable you to read this story with greater appreciation and under-
standing, and may it cause all of us to praise and thank our Father in heaven, who has 
dramatically fulfilled the promises of the covenant in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. 

Sincerely, 

R.C. Sproul
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1

the eternal drama 

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

When we look at the entire scope of the history of redemption, we understand that 
there is a structure in which this activity unfolds. The structure that we find in 
Scripture is a covenantal structure. God makes covenants with Noah, with Abraham, 
and with David. In the New Testament a new covenant is instituted. These, however, 
are historical covenants. Another covenant was established from all eternity. In this 
lecture, Dr. Sproul discusses this eternal covenant of redemption.

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to define the “covenant of redemption”
2. To be able to summarize the covenantal structure of the history of redemption
3. To identify and define the roles played by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the 

eternal covenant of redemption

QUoTATionS

The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although reasonable crea-
tures do owe obedience unto him as their Creator, yet they could never have any fruition 
of him as their blessedness and reward, but by some voluntary condescension on God’s 
part, which he hath been pleased to express by way of covenant.

—The Westminster Confession of Faith, 3.1

The covenant is an expression of God’s will, not man’s, and man must listen to its terms, 
trust God that they are holy and just and good, and order his life accordingly.

—J. Gresham Machen
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leCTUre oUTline

A. This series is titled The Drama of Redemption.

1. When we use the term drama, we usually think of something that we observe on 
the stage involving actors, lines, and action. 

2. We do not mean to suggest that God is involved in a play.
3. We are using the term drama because action is unfolding that covers the whole 

span of history, and actors are involved—both human actors and a Divine Actor. 
4. The word drama also makes us think of something that evokes a passionate 

response from those who are engaged in it; it is not boring or dull.

B. When we look at the scope of this drama, we understand that the structure in which the 
biblical history of redemption unfolds is called the “structure of the covenant.”

1. Virtually all theological schools of thought recognize that the Scriptures are filled 
with references to covenants.

2.  We see, for example, the Noahic covenant, the Abrahamic covenant, the Mosaic 
covenant, and the new covenant.

C. Different kinds of covenants are presented in the Bible, and the first one we must 
examine is usually referred to as the “covenant of redemption.”

1. This covenant is not found explicitly in the historical sections of Scripture.
2. The “covenant of redemption” refers to a covenant that was established from all 

eternity. 
3. The only parties involved in this covenant were the personal members of the 

Godhead—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
4. From all eternity an agreement existed within the triune God. 

a. This may seem obvious, but there are those who perceive the work of 
Christ as an attempt to change the Father’s mind.

b. In the early church, the Gnostic heretic Marcion believed that the God 
of the Old Testament was a mean and nasty demiurge and that Jesus 
redeemed us from Him.

c. Marcion created an expurgated version of the New Testament, and this in turn 
forced the church to clearly declare the canon of the New Testament.

5. God is like the playwright; from all eternity He planned the drama of redemption, 
and He had only one plan. 

6. Creation itself was part of the eternal plan of God, and all three members of the 
Godhead were active in carrying out this plan.

D. Our concern here is not primarily with creation; it is with redemption—the drama of 
the salvation of a fallen creation.

1. From all eternity, God planned not only the creation but the redemption of that 
creation, which is a Trinitarian work.

2. The impetus for redemption begins with the Father. 
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a. The Father is the superordinate member of the Godhead, and the Son  
and the Holy Spirit are subordinate in terms of working out the plan of  
salvation.

b. This does not mean that the Son and the Spirit are in any way inferior 
to  the Father in power, being, and dignity; it means that in terms of this  
action, the Father is the initiator.

3. The Son, from all eternity, agrees with the Father to enter history at a point in time, 
empty Himself of His glory, assume the nature of humanity and become incarnate, 
submit Himself to the laws of the Father, and become obedient even unto death on 
the cross.
a. There is a covenant between the Father and the Son, to which the Son is a 

willing party.
b. From all eternity, it was God’s plan that the Son would come to redeem  

His people, and the Son carries out that plan; He enacts the drama.
4. The Holy Spirit is also actively involved in the work of redemption. 

a. The Holy Spirit overshadows Mary and makes it possible for her to bear a 
child who is God incarnate.

b. The Holy Spirit anoints Jesus at His baptism.
c. The Holy Spirit revives the corpse of Jesus.
d. The benefit of the work of Christ is applied to us by the work and ministry of 

the Holy Spirit, who regenerates us and sanctifies us.
e. The Holy Spirit empowers us for ministry, convicts us of sin, helps us to 

pray, and ultimately glorifies us in heaven.

E. The church really began in covenant among the members of the Godhead; we must 
understand that it began in eternity and is destined for eternity.

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. When we look at the scope of this drama, we understand that the structure in 
which the biblical history of redemption unfolds is called the __________________________.
a. Dispensation of redemption
b. New covenant
c. Dispensational structure
d. Structure of the covenant

2. What is the name of the covenant that was established from all eternity?
a. The old covenant
b. The covenant of redemption
c. The covenant of works
d. The covenant of grace
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3. What was the name of the Gnostic heretic in the early church who created his 
own expurgated canon of the New Testament to support his view that the God of 
the Old Testament was a mean demiurge?
a. Montanus
b. Arius
c. Marcion
d. Origen

4.  The impetus for redemption begins with __________________________. 
a. The believer
b. The Holy Spirit
c. Jesus
d. The Father

5. In terms of working out the plan of salvation, the Son and the Holy Spirit are 
__________________________ in the Godhead.
a. Subordinate
b. Superordinate
c. Inferior
d. Equal

6. From __________________________, it was God’s plan that the Son would come to redeem His 
people.
a. The time that God’s first plan failed
b. The fall of mankind
c. The moment of creation
d. All eternity

7. The benefit of the work of Christ is applied to us by the work and ministry of 
__________________________, who regenerates us and sanctifies us.  
a. Christ Himself
b. The Holy Spirit
c. The Father
d. Christ and the Holy Spirit

8. According to R.C., when did the church truly begin?
a. At creation
b. Immediately after the fall of man
c. In eternity
d. At Pentecost
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BiBle STUDy

1. Read Ephesians 1:3–5. What does this passage of Scripture say about the temporal 
relationship between election and creation? When did God choose His people? 
Does this passage of Scripture say which person of the Godhead was pre-eminent 
in the work of choosing? 

2. According to Romans 8:29 and 1 Peter 1:2, which person of the Godhead elects?

3. What is the common theme in each of the following Scripture passages? What do 
they imply about a pre-temporal “covenant of redemption”?
a. John 3:16
b. John 17:18–19
c. Romans 8:3
d. Galatians 4:4
e. Hebrews 2:10

4.  How do John 4:34 and John 6:38–39 contribute to our understanding of the pre-
temporal plan of redemption? What do the two passages of Scripture say? What 
do they necessarily imply? 

5. Read the following passages and comment on their contribution to a fuller 
understanding of the eternal covenant of redemption. 
a. Isaiah 53:12
b. John 17:4–5, 22, 24
c. Acts 2:33–36 

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Define the covenant of redemption as explained in this lecture. Is the scriptural 
evidence for such a covenant compelling? Why or why not?

2. Is there anything improper about referring to the history of redemption as the 
“drama of redemption”? Does the word drama have any connotations that make 
you want to replace it with another term? Explain your answer.

3. The Bible contains both explicit references and indirect allusions to covenants. Do 
you believe that the Bible provides internal evidence of an overall covenantal struc-
ture or is that structure something that is forced upon Scripture by theologians? 
Defend your answer. 

4. Briefly define the roles played by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the eternal 
covenant of redemption. Provide Scripture passages to support your answer.
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APPliCATion

1.  Many times we come to Scripture reading a little bit here and a little bit there, all 
the while losing the overall sense of the context. As you read the Bible, begin to 
make a conscious effort to look for the common “dramatic” threads that tie the 
entire history of redemption together.

2. Have you ever believed or been taught that the work of Christ was, in some sense, 
an attempt to change the Father’s mind? What have you learned in this lesson that 
demonstrates the falsehood of that position?

3. How should we respond when we learn that from all eternity, from before the 
foundation of the world, God planned our salvation? 

4. Read and meditate on Ephesians 1:3–14. Thank God for His amazing grace toward you.

For FUrTher STUDy

Hodge, Charles, Systematic Theology, Vol. II, pp. 354–62
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Creation: the Opening Act 

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

In the outworking of the drama of redemption, the first act is the biblical account of 
creation. The first chapters of Genesis set the stage for the entire history of redemp-
tion that follows. Here we find the first covenantal relationship between God and 
His creatures. God establishes a covenant with man, giving him commandments, 
promises, and a prohibition. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul examines this first covenant 
between God and man, explaining its nature and its importance in the history of 
redemption.

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to summarize the nature of the covenant between God and Adam
2. To be able to define the covenant of creation
3. To understand the place of the covenant of creation in the history of redemption

QUoTATionS

The general aspect of the covenant of creation relates to the broader responsibilities of man 
to his Creator. The focal aspect of the covenant of creation relates to the more specific respon-
sibility of man arising from the special point of probation or testing instituted by God.

—O. Palmer Robertson

And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the 
garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

—Genesis 2:16-17
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leCTUre oUTline

A. In the outworking of the drama of redemption, the first act is the biblical account of 
creation.

1. The Bible is a 66-book library.
2. When we start on page 1 in the first act of the drama, the very first statement is, “In the 

beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”
3. The entire work of creation is recounted for us in the first two chapters of the Bible.
4. Chapter 3 of Genesis gives us the second act, which is the record of the fall of 

mankind.
5. Everything from Genesis 3 to the end of the book of Revelation is about 

redemption. 

B. The situation that existed prior to the Fall is to be understood in terms of a covenant.

1. In this covenant between God and Adam and Eve, the parties to the agreement are 
not equal. 

2.  We have covenants in our own society; for example, the marriage vows and the 
employment contract.

3. When God makes a covenant with His creatures, it is not a covenant with equal 
parties.

4. God is not required to enter into any kind of agreement with us.
5. When God created Adam and Eve and put them in the Garden of Eden, He gave 

them blessings out of His grace; they hadn’t merited anything. 

C. This pact that God entered into with Adam and Eve has been called by several names.

1. Some refer to it as the “covenant of creation.”
a. Before sin entered the world, there was already law; there was already a  

commandment.
b. When God created Adam and Eve, He gave them commandments—“be 

fruitful and multiply;” “tend and keep” the garden. 
c. God also enjoined them to enjoy the fruits of the garden—“Of every tree  

of the garden you may freely eat.”
d. God gives Adam the responsibility of naming the animals and of tending  

the garden.
e. Work and labor are not part of the curse.
f. God labored for six days and rested on the seventh; we are to mirror and  

reflect the working character of God.
2. Along with the tasks God gives, there are promises of life. 
3. There is a tree of the knowledge of good and evil and a tree of life. 

a. Man was created with the potenial to die; he is not intrinsically immortal.
b. Adam and Eve would not die unless they sinned, but in order to have the  

blessing of eternal fellowship with God they must manifest obedience  
before being allowed to partake of the tree of life. 

c. Biblical scholars see this as a drama of probation—a test.
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4. This covenant of creation is not made with Adam and Eve alone, but with them and 
all of their descendants.

5. All human beings are in a covenant relationship with God; some are covenant-
keepers and some are covenant-breakers. 

D. Some refer to the covenant of creation as the “covenant of works.”

1. This means that the terms of the covenant are based directly on our 
behavior—whether we obey or disobey God.

2. God said regarding the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, “In the day that you 
eat of it you shall surely die.”

3. Those who object to the term covenant of works claim that even this covenant is 
gracious, and they are correct. 

4. The meaning, then, is that God graciously made an agreement with a promise of 
blessing—but only if works were performed.

5. Adam and Eve failed to obey and thus failed the probation, making it forever 
impossible to earn the blessing of eternal life by their works.

6. The rest of redemptive history presents a redemption promised by God to His 
people, based not on their performance but on the covenant of grace.

7. Once we’ve sinned, God’s command that we be perfect is impossible for us to keep.
8. The only way we can now have a relationship with a God who is absolutely  

righteous and who requires perfection from His creatures is by grace.
9. We cannot fulfill the covenant of works.

10. The covenant of works has, however, been fulfilled by Christ, the second Adam, 
who for us men and for our salvation submitted Himself to the terms of that cov-
enant and kept them perfectly on our behalf.

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. The entire work of creation is recounted for us in __________________________.
 a. The first three chapters of the Bible
 b. The first chapter of the Bible
 c. The first two chapters of the Bible
 d. The first ten verses of the Bible

2. Everything from Genesis 3 to the end of the book of Revelation is about 
__________________________.
 a. Redemption
 b. The Fall
 c. Creation
 d. Works
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3. Which of the following is an example of a covenant in our own society?
 a. Voting
 b. A sporting event
 c. Parenthood
 d. Marriage

4.  Before sin entered the world, there was already __________________________. 
a. Law
b. Evil
c. Redemption
d. Sinfulness

5. Man was created with the potential to __________________________.
a. Live forever
b. Die
c. Be omniscient
d. All of the above

6. Biblical scholars refer to the promises and commandments in the first chapters of 
Genesis as a __________________________.
a. Contract between equals
b. Trap
c. Probation
d. Providential work of God

7. When biblical scholars speak of the covenant of works, they mean that the terms 
of the covenant are based directly on our __________________________.  
a. Mercy
b. Demands
c. Faith
d. Behavior

8. The covenant of works was fulfilled by __________________________.
a. Adam
b. Christ
c. The Holy Spirit
d. Each individual Christian

BiBle STUDy

1. A covenant includes several elements: parties to the covenant, promises, and 
conditions. Read Genesis 1–2. Are these elements present in the relationship 
between God and Adam? Cite specific verses showing the presence of each ele-
ment of a covenant.
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2. Although the immediate parties to this covenant were God and Adam, read 
Romans 5:12–19 and 1 Corinthians 15:22 and explain how they support the claim 
that Adam represented all of his posterity.

3. Read Genesis 2:17. What kind of death is threatened in this verse? Examine the 
following verses as you prepare your answer: 
a. Genesis 3:19
b. Romans 6:23
c. Ephesians 2:1
d. Revelation 3:1
e. Revelation 20:6–15

4. Examine the following passages, which speak of Christ as the “second Adam.” 
What are the parallels between Christ and Adam? What are the contrasts?
a. Romans 5:14–15
b. 1 Corinthians 15:20–24
c. 1 Corinthians 15:45–48

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Explain why even the covenant of creation or covenant of works must be consid-
ered a gracious covenant.

2. Some object to designating the relationship between God and Adam as any kind of 
covenant because of the absence of the specific term covenant in the first chapters 
of Genesis. Is this a valid objection? Consider that Jesus used Adam and Eve as a 
model of marriage as God intended it (Matt. 19:3–6) even though the specific term 
marriage doesn’t appear in the second chapter of Genesis.

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of using the term covenant of works?  
Is there a better way to designate this covenant? 

4. Briefly explain the place of the covenant of works in the history of redemption.

APPliCATion

1.  Have you previously thought of your relationship with God in terms of a covenant? 
How does this understanding affect your view of your relationship with God?

2. How has your view of the nature of work changed as a result of this lesson? In 
what ways can you change your attitude toward your work?

3. Have you ever had trouble understanding the seemingly arbitrary nature of God’s 
prohibition in the Garden of Eden? How has this lesson helped you to understand 
more clearly why the prohibition was of such a nature?

4. Meditate on the parallels between Christ (the second Adam) and the first Adam. Thank 
God for sending His Son to fulfill all of the conditions of the covenant of creation.

For FUrTher STUDy

Hodge, A.A., Outlines of Theology, pp. 309–14
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the intrusion of Sin

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

One of the greatest controversies of the early church began with a prayer. The great 
theologian and bishop Augustine of Hippo prayed, “O God, command what Thou 
would, and grant what thou dost command.” The monk Pelagius protested that God 
never would command something that man could not do. Thus began the Pelagian 
controversy over “original sin,” a controversy that continues in one form or another 
to the present day. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul introduces the concept of original sin.

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to explain the origin of the Pelagian controversy
2. To be able to define original sin
3. To be able to summarize the “realist theory” of what it means to be “in Adam”

QUoTATionS

Sin is the dare of God’s justice, the rape of His mercy, the jeer of His patience, the slight 
of His power, and the contempt of His love.

—John Bunyan

A holy man knows that all sin strikes at the holiness of God, the glory of God, the nature 
of God, the being of God, and the law of God: and therefore his heart rises against all; he 
looks upon every sin as the scribes and Pharisees that accused Christ; and as that Judas 
that betrayed Christ; and as that Pilate that condemned Christ; and as those soldiers 
that scourged Christ; and as those spears that pierced Christ.

—Thomas Brooks
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leCTUre oUTline

A. At the end of the fourth century, a controversy erupted that threatened the very soul 
of the church.

1. The controversy started as a dispute over a prayer.
2. Augustine prayed, “O God, command what Thou would, and grant what Thou dost 

command.”
3. Augustine was conceding that God had the right to command whatever He desired 

to command.
4. Augustine also was saying that he did not have the power within himself to obey 

God’s commandments.
5. He said this because he was convinced of the truth of the doctrine of original sin. 

B. Much confusion surrounds the term original sin.

1. Many people assume that it refers to the first sin ever committed by human beings. 
2.  Original sin actually refers to the result of the sin of Adam and Eve—the fall.
3. When Adam and Eve sinned, the whole creation fell into corruption, and everyone 

since has been born with this corrupt nature.
4. We sin because we are sinners; that is, we have a fallen, corrupt nature that makes 

us prone to sin.
5. Jonathan Edwards claimed that even if the Bible said nothing about original sin, 

reason alone would demand that we acknowledge its existence.
6. Edwards said that if everyone were born innocent and neutral, we would expect 

that at least 50 percent of humanity would stay innocent, but no one does.

C. When Augustine made his famous prayer, the monk Pelagius protested.

1. Pelagius argued that it is unjust for God to impose obligations on people if they do 
not have the power to fulfill those obligations.

2. Pelagius concluded that if God requires something of a person morally, the person 
must have the moral power to do it without any assistance from divine grace.

3. Pelagius taught that every person is born into a state of innocence without any  
proclivity to sin.

4. He taught that every human being is born with the moral power to live a perfect 
life.

5. At the time, Augustine won the debate, and Pelagius was condemned as a heretic 
because he taught that Adam’s sin affected Adam alone.

D. If we look at history since the fourth century, we may say that Augustine won the 
battle but lost the war.

1. The thinking of Pelagius is still pervasive, not only in the secular world but also in 
the Christian community. 

2.  If we were to poll contemporary evangelicals as to who was the greatest evangelist 
of the nineteenth century, the top choice almost certainly would be Charles Finney.
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a. Finney was a preacher during the so-called “Second Great Awakening.”
b. Finney systematically denied original sin. 
c. He taught that all it takes to be redeemed is a decision of the free will of  

man to repent and embrace Christ.
d. Finney’s doctrines have dramatically influenced American evangelicalism. 

E. Paul tells us in Romans 5 that we all fell in Adam, but the question is: how? 

1. The first theory that has been offered as an explanation is the “theory of realism.” 
2.  The theory of realism says that God could justly visit punishment on us for what 

Adam and Eve did only if we somehow were there with them and really and truly 
sinned with them.

3. According to this view, the guilt of Adam and Eve’s sin is really and truly ours.
4. According to this theory, we somehow were real entities before we were born—we 

really existed.
5. The argument is drawn from the book of Hebrews, specifically Hebrews 7:9–10, 

where it is said that Levi “paid tithes through Abraham, so to speak, for he was still 
in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him.”

6. The realist says that we were “in the loins” of Adam when he sinned, even though 
we were not yet born.

7. Another version of realism teaches that we existed in God’s mind from all eternity, 
and when Adam sinned, God saw not only Adam but also the idea of each of us, so 
in God’s mind we were there.

8. No matter how it happened, one thing is clear in Scripture: When Adam fell, we 
fell with him, and we are not born in a state of moral neutrality.

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. Original sin refers to __________________________.
a. Adam and Eve’s first sin
b. Everyone’s first sin
c. The result of the sin of Adam and Eve
d. A unique sin

2. Who claimed that even if the Bible said nothing about original sin, reason alone 
would demand that we acknowledge its existence?
a. Augustine
b. Jacob Arminius
c. Charles Finney
d. Jonathan Edwards

3. When Augustine made his famous prayer, __________________________ protested.
a. No one
b. Pelagius
c. The semi-Pelagians
d. Everyone
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4.  Pelagius was condemned as a heretic because he taught __________________________. 
a. The realist theory of original sin
b. That men do not sin
c. That Adam’s sin affected Adam alone
d. A Gnostic view of sin

5. If we were to poll contemporary evangelicals as to who was the greatest evangelist 
of the nineteenth century, the top choice almost certainly would be __________________________.
a. Charles Finney
b. Jonathan Edwards
c. George Whitefield
d. Charles Spurgeon

6. Charles Finney was a preacher involved with the __________________________.
a. Bible College Movement
b. Modern Missionary Movement
c. Second Great Awakening
d. Fundamentalist–Modernist Controversy

7. What is the name of the theory that teaches that God could justly visit punish-
ment on us for what Adam and Eve did only if we somehow were there with 
them and really and truly sinned with them?
a. The federalist theory
b. The nominalist theory
c. The idealist theory
d. The realist theory

8. To what specific passage of Scripture do those who adhere to the theory of real-
ism usually turn?
a. John 3:16–18
b. Hebrews 7:9–10
c. Romans 5:6–11
d. Isaiah 53:3–12

BiBle STUDy

1. Read Romans 5:12–21. What does this passage of Scripture say about Adam’s sin 
and its relationship to his posterity? 

2. What does Psalm 51:5 tell us about the spiritual state of infants? 

3. What do the following texts of Scripture tell us about the spiritual condition of 
unregenerate men? 
a. Romans 5:12
b. Ephesians 2:1–3
c. Colossians 2:13
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4.  Read the following passages of Scripture and explain what they say about the 
condition of the unregenerate heart. 
a. Ecclesiastes 9:3
b. Jeremiah 17:9
c. Mark 7:21–23
d. John 3:19
e. Romans 8:7–8
f. 1 Corinthians 2:14
g. Ephesians 4:17–19
h. Titus 1:15

5. What do the following Scripture passages teach us about the state of the natural 
man? 
a. John 8:34, 44
b. Romans 6:20
c. 2 Timothy 2:25–26
d. Titus 3:3
e. 1 John 5:19

6. Read Romans 3:9–12 and 3:23. According to these verses, what percentage of the 
human race is under sin? 

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS
1. Explain the origin of the Pelagian controversy. Who were the main participants 

in the debate? What were the fundamental points of disagreement? How was the 
controversy resolved?

2. What is the meaning of “original sin”? What texts of Scripture are used to support 
this doctrine, and how are they used?

3. How influential has the Pelagianism of Charles Finney been upon American evan-
gelicalism? Provide specific examples. 

4. Explain the theory of realism. What is your evaluation of this theory? Does it do 
justice to the biblical texts? Why or why not?

APPliCATion

1.  Has this lesson increased your understanding of the awfulness of sin? If so, how? 
2. Do you struggle with the fairness of the doctrine of original sin? Has this lesson 

overcome any of your reasons for thinking it unfair?
3. Do you believe that before you were a Christian you were spiritually dead and 

completely unable to do anything spiritually good before God? How has this lesson 
affected your understanding of this matter?

For FUrTher STUDy

Murray, John, The Imputation of Adam’s Sin
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Adam,  
Our Representative 

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

The concepts of original sin and imputed guilt are two of the most difficult ideas for 
believers to grasp and accept, yet they are also two of the most fundamental tenets of 
Christianity. Debate has raged over the question of how guilt is imputed. In this lecture, 
Dr. Sproul continues to examine the doctrine of original sin and explores the federalist 
theory of representation. 

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to explain why the entire drama of redemption is based on the transfer 
of guilt from one person to another

2. To be able to define and explain the federalist theory of representation as it applies 
to original sin

3. To understand and be able to explain why Adam was the best possible representa-
tive of all mankind

QUoTATionS

Not only the worst of my sins, but the best of my duties speak me a child of Adam.

—William Beveridge

O miserable man, what a deformed monster has sin made you! God made you “little 
lower than the angels”; sin has made you little better than the devils.

—Joseph Alleine
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leCTUre oUTline

A. We are wrestling with the question of original sin: are we born with a sinful nature  or 
in a state of moral neutrality and innocence?

1. Infants are innocent in the sense that they have not yet developed the moral capa-
bility to commit “actual sin.”

2. However, infants are born in a state of moral corruption—in a state of sin.
3. The question this raises is: “How can that be?” 
4. How can guilt be transferred from one person to another?

B. At the heart of this difficulty is our vigorous protest against the idea of imputation, 
specifically the idea of the imputation of guilt from one person to another.

1. We hear this objection not only from non-Christians but from Christians as well. 
2.  But what did Christ do for us? He died for our guilt and sins, which were imputed 

to Him.
3. The whole concept of Christian redemption is based on imputation—the principle of the 

transfer of guilt from one person to another.

C. The second-most-popular explanation for original sin (the first being realism) is a 
theory called “federalism.”

1. Federalism teaches that God created Adam to act not only as a single individual but 
also as a representative of the entire human race.

2. Adam’s actions were done not for himself alone but for himself and all those 
whom he represented, just as Christ lived a perfect life on behalf of all whom He 
represented. 

3. Some argue that this representation is unfair because they had no say in the selec-
tion of their representative. 
a.  God chose our representative for us.
b.  Did Adam represent us accurately? 
c.  The selection was made by an omniscient and infallible God.
d.  We have never had a more fitting representative than Adam.

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. Infants are innocent in the sense that they have not yet developed the moral 
capability to commit __________________________.
a. Venial sin
b. Actual sin
c. Original sin
d. Mortal sin
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2. Infants are born in a state of moral __________________________.
a. Innocence
b. Neutrality
c. Corruption
d. Relativism

3. Christ died for __________________________.
a. His own sins
b. The sins of others imputed to Him
c. The sins of others infused into Him
d. Original sin only

4.  The whole concept of Christian redemption is based on __________________________. 
a. Imputation
b. Infusion
c. Original sin
d. Moral innocence

5. The second-most-popular explanation for original sin is a theory called 
__________________________.
a. Realism
b. Pelagianism
c. Arminianism
d. Federalism

6. Federalism teaches that God created Adam to act not only as a single individual 
but also __________________________.
a. For those of his posterity who were present in the mind of God
b. For all of his posterity who were really present in him
c. As a representative of the entire human race
d. None of the above

7. Who chose our representative for us, according to the federalist theory? 
a. Adam
b. God
c. We chose our representative
d. No one

8. We have never had a more __________________________ representative than Adam.
a. Fitting
b. Unfair
c. Inadequate
d. Imperfect
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BiBle STUDy

1. Read Exodus 34:6–7. Does this Scripture passage say anything that supports the 
view that a representative principle is found throughout the Bible? Explain.

2. Read Jeremiah 32:18. How does this text contribute to our understanding of the 
representative principle? What does it say? How is this similar to Exodus 34:6–7?

3. Name at least three other scriptural examples of the representative principle.

4.  Read Romans 5:12–21 and answer the following questions about the text. 
a. How did sin enter the world?
b. How did death come to reign?
c. How and why did judgment come to all men?

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Explain the federalist theory of representation as it applies to original sin. How is 
this theory similar to the realist theory? How does it differ?

2. Why was Adam the best possible representative for all mankind? 

3. Having been exposed to both the realist and the federalist theories of original sin, 
which do you believe best handles the biblical data? Why? 

4. Why did R.C. say that the whole concept of Christian redemption is based on 
imputation? How would you defend or critique that assertion?

APPliCATion

1.  Is it difficult for you to believe that infants are born in a state of corruption? How 
has this lecture helped you to understand why this is the case?

2. In terms of fairness, is there any difference between the imputation of Adam’s sin 
to you and the imputation of your sin to Christ?

3. Do you believe that God chose the perfect representative of all mankind? Or do 
you think you would have responded differently to Adam’s temptation? Explain.

For FUrTher STUDy

Murray, John, The Imputation of Adam’s Sin
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5

the Gospel  
First Announced

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

The sin of Adam is not the last word for mankind. Following a pronouncement of 
judgment, God makes the first announcement of the gospel in Genesis 3. In this 
announcement, we see a foreshadowing of the great victory over Satan that Christ 
ultimately will accomplish. In this lesson, Dr. Sproul examines this original pro-
nouncement of good news to man. 

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To understand and be able to explain the context and basic meaning of the 
protoevangelion

2. To be able to describe how this early announcement of the gospel was fulfilled by Jesus 
Christ

3. To be able to explain what the “crushing” of Satan’s head entailed

QUoTATionS

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her  
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.

—Genesis 3:15

If the heel may be regarded as the object of subversive attack and partial wound (despite 
fatal intention), the head represents the object of open attack and mortal wound. The 
seed of the woman shall crush the serpent’s head. Satan shall be bruised mortally, 
defeated totally.

—O. Palmer Robertson



24  The Drama of redemption

leCTUre oUTline

A. God’s plan of redemption was not an afterthought; instead, it was rooted and 
grounded in eternity.

1. Redemption becomes necessary for us because of the fall of mankind into sin.
2. We have examined the difficult question of how we are related to Adam’s sin.
3. We are still left with what theologians call “the mystery of iniquity,” that is, how sin 

is transferred from one generation to the next. 

B. In Genesis 3:14–15, after Adam and Eve confess their violation of God’s command, we 
read, “The Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, cursed are you 
above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust 
you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring; . . .’”

1. Here we see God’s judgment on Satan. 
2.  The most powerful statement is this one in Genesis 3:15: “I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring.”
a. Enmity is hatred, estrangement, opposition, and conflict.
b. The supreme enemy of the human race is Satan. 
c. There is enmity between Satan and all of Adam and Eve’s progeny. 

C. In Genesis 3:15, we receive the first promise of redemption—the protoevangelion.

1. The prefix proto- means “first in order” or “first in a series.”
2. When we refer to this pronouncement as the proto-evangelium, we are referring to 

the first announcement of the Gospel. 
3. The word euangelion comes directly from the Latin. 

a. The prefix eu- means “good.”
b. The root is the basis for our English word angel. 
c. In Greek, angelos is a messenger.
d. The word euangelion literally means “a good message.”

4. When God tells the serpent, ‘“He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his 
heel,’” He is speaking not of all mankind but of one particular human who will 
engage in some kind of death struggle with the serpent.

5. The New Testament writers see this passage as looking forward to the great 
conflict that emerges when Christ becomes incarnate and is attacked by Satan 
throughout His ministry.

6. Jesus’ exposure to the forces of hell was not limited to His forty day period of 
temptation in the wilderness.

7. The image in Genesis 3 is of a poisonous snake that is defeated not with a stick but 
by being crushed by a bare foot.

8. Killing the snake this way is painful and harmful to the one doing the crushing.
9. In this we see an allusion to the future activity of redemption, whereby Christ on 

the cross crushes the power of Satan but pays with His blood, His life.
10. The victory was a cosmic victory—the most important victory of which you will 

ever hear.
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STUDy QUeSTionS

1. Redemption becomes necessary for us because of the __________________________.
a. Fall of mankind
b. Failure of God’s first plan
c. Inherent evil of the physical creation
d. None of the above

2. In what passage of Scripture do we find God’s original judgment against Satan?
a. Genesis 3:22–24
b. Genesis 3:17–19
c. Genesis 3:16
d. Genesis 3:14–15

3. The word enmity means what?
a. Empathy
b. Hatred
c. Sympathy
d. Mild revulsion

4.  Who is the supreme enemy of the human race? 
a. Adam
b. Satan
c. Michael the archangel
d. The human race itself

5. What is the technical term for the first announcement of the gospel?
a. Original gospel
b. Euangelion
c. The protoevangelion
d. Sola fide

6. In what passage of Scripture do we find the first announcement of the gospel?
a. Genesis 3:14
b. Genesis 3:15
c. Genesis 3:16
d. Genesis 3:17–19

7. The word __________________________ literally means “a good message.” 
a. Enmity
b. Protoevangelion
c. Angelos
d. Euangelion
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8. When God tells the serpent, ‘“He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his 
heel,’” the “He” refers to __________________________.
a. One particular person
b. All mankind
c. Adam
d. Abel

BiBle STUDy

1. Read Genesis 3:14–19. What are the natural divisions in these verses? Is there 
any significance to the order in which God addresses Satan, the woman, and the 
man? In what order did these three creatures rebel against God? Summarize the 
content of what God says to each.

2. Read God’s word to Satan in Genesis 3:14–15. God addresses the serpent at the 
beginning of the passage. Are there any contextual clues indicating that God is 
speaking to the one who used the serpent as a tool? What are these clues, and how 
do they point to Satan?

3. In Genesis 3:14–15, why is the woman said to be the source of opposition to Satan? 
Why not the man? Who is “the woman”? Is it Eve, or is it women in general? Why?

4.  In Genesis 3:14–15, who is the “Seed” of the woman? Consider the following passages 
from two Messianic Psalms as you answer: Psalm 91:13 and Psalm 110:6.

5. Read God’s word to the woman in Genesis 3:16. What are the curses in this pas-
sage? What are the blessings? 

6. What are the curses and blessings found in God’s word to the man in Genesis 3:17–19? 

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Briefly explain the context and meaning of the protoevangelion. What is the sig-
nificance of this first announcement of the Gospel in the history of redemption?

2. How was this first announcement of the Gospel fulfilled by Jesus Christ?
3. In what way was Jesus’ heel bruised? In what way was Satan’s head crushed?

APPliCATion

1.  Read Genesis 3 in its entirety. Meditate on the mercy that God demonstrated to His 
rebellious creatures. 

2. Do you believe that Genesis 3 records something that actually happened in history? Do 
you believe it is mythological? Why would a mythological interpretation of Genesis 3 
necessarily falsify the teaching of the New Testament concerning sin and redemption? 
Read Romans 5 as you consider this question. 

3. Read Romans 16:20. How is our union with Christ vividly expressed in this verse? 
What does it mean for your spiritual life to know you are so united with Christ that 
you can be said to “crush Satan under your feet”? 

For FUrTher STUDy

Young, E.J., Genesis 3
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6

A Flood of evil

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

In the centuries after the fall and expulsion from Eden, the wickedness of men 
increased. The wicked children of Cain flooded the earth while the godly line of Seth 
diminished because of intermarriage with the wicked. Ultimately, God intervened to 
ensure that the line of Seth was not completely annihilated. In this lesson, Dr. Sproul 
explores the growth of evil between the times of Adam and Noah that set the stage 
for the flood.

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to summarize the two most common interpretations of Genesis 6:1–4
2. To be able to explain why the most common interpretation of Genesis 6:1–4 is inad-

equate and unlikely
3. To understand the problem of syncretism and why it is so serious

QUoTATionS

When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to them, the 
sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their wives 
any they chose.

—Genesis 6:1–2

The great age of the antediluvians points up their distance from us, but their names and 
precise chronology remind us that these almost-forgotten souls have by their actions 
affected the present. If the majority of them stand as a grim warning of the consequences 
of disobeying the divine decrees, the examples of Enoch and Noah encourage the faithful 
to walk with God whatever the cost.

—Gordon Wenham
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leCTUre oUTline

A. We would expect that after the horrible consequences of the sin of Adam and Eve, 
their children would be inclined to refrain from sin.

1. However, in the chapters that follow the record of the fall, we see the proliferation 
of sin—a radical expansion of evil.

2. Almost immediately, we read of the first murder, when Cain kills his brother.

B. At the beginning of Genesis 6, we encounter a difficult passage.

1. The passage speaks of the “sons of God” taking for wives the “daughters of man”; it 
also mentions “giants.” 

2.  In Genesis 6:5, we read a dreadful description of the moral climate: “The Lord saw 
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”

3. One of the most common interpretations of these verses suggests that there was a 
mixture of angelic beings with human beings—almost like some of the Greek myths.

C. From Genesis 3 onward, we see a brief record of Adam and Eve’s descendants.

1. After Cain kills Abel, Adam and Eve have another child, who is named Seth.
2. We read of the descendants of Seth and the descendants of Cain. 
3. The list of the descendants of Cain in Genesis 4 is like a rogues gallery.
4. But in the line of Seth, we read of men like Enoch, who walked with God, and of 

Methuselah, who lived 969 years.
5. Sonship is often explained not so much in terms of biological generation as in terms 

of obedience.
6. “Sons of God” in Genesis 6 probably refers not to angels, but to the obedient line 

of Seth.
7. The male descendants of Seth have begun to marry with the female descendants of 

Cain; the righteous are intermarrying with the unrighteous.
8. The result of this intermarriage is not only the destruction of the righteous line of 

Seth but also a grotesque blending, and the pollution becomes worldwide.
9. All of this foreshadows one of the biggest problems in the history of Israel, the 

problem of syncretism: intermarrying with pagans and ultimately blending pagan 
religion with the true worship of God.

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. In the chapters that follow the record of the fall, we see the __________________________.
a. Total and complete triumph of evil over every last remnant of good
b. Radical expansion of evil
c. Victorious expansion of the godly line of Seth
d. Maintenance of the status quo

2. In Genesis 4, what is the first thing that is recorded after the fall?
a. The intermarriage of angels and humans
b. The flood
c. Cain’s murder of Abel
d. The life of Methuselah
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3. According to the most popular interpretation of Genesis 6:1–2, the “sons of God” 
are __________________________.
a. Angelic beings
b. The descendants of Cain
c. Jesus and the Holy Spirit
d. The descendants of Abel

4.  From Genesis 3 onward, we see __________________________.
a. The triumph of righteousness in the hearts of fallen man
b. The story of Noah
c. A series of mythological stories
d. A record of Adam and Eve’s descendants. 

5. After Cain kills Abel, Adam and Eve have another child who is named 
__________________________.
a. Methuselah
b. Lamech
c. Enoch
d. Seth

6. Of whom is it said in Genesis 5 that he “walked with God”?
a. Seth
b. Methuselah
c. Noah
d. Enoch

7. Which antediluvian patriarch is said to have lived 969 years? 
a. Seth
b. Noah
c. Enoch
d. Methuselah

8. According to Dr. Sproul, “sons of God” in Genesis 6 probably refers to 
__________________________.
a. The obedient line of Seth
b. The Trinity
c. Divine humans
d. Angelic beings

BiBle STUDy

1. Many commentators believe that the term “sons of God” in Genesis 6:2 refers to 
angels. Support for this interpretation is based on other Old Testament uses of 
the term “sons of God” to refer to angels (see Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7: Dan. 3:25), as well 
as possible New Testament allusions in 1 Peter 3:19–20, 2 Peter 2:4–6, and Jude 6. 
How relevant do you believe these passages are to the interpretation of Genesis 6?
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2. Read the genealogies of Genesis 4:16–5:32. Does Scripture distinguish between 
two classes or groups within mankind as a whole? How would this lend support 
to an interpretation of Genesis 6 in which the “sons of God” are human beings?

3. Read Genesis 6:1–7. Upon whom does God’s judgment fall in this passage? Which 
interpretation of “sons of God” does this support? 

4.  There is no indication anywhere in Scripture that angelic beings are capable of 
sexual relations with humans. What does Matthew 22:30 tell us about angels 
and marriage? What does Genesis 6:1–2 say that the “sons of God” did with the 
“daughters of men”? Which interpretation of “sons of God” does this support? 

5. How is the term “sons of God” used in the following passages? 
a. Exodus 4:22–23
b. Deuteronomy 14:1
c. Deuteronomy 32:5–6
d. Psalm 73:15
e. Psalm 82:6
f. Hosea 1:10
g. Malachi 1:6

6. Does Genesis 6:4 say that the “giants” were the offspring or the result of union 
between the “sons of God” and the “daughters of men,” or does it indicate that 
they were already in existence at the time that the intermarriage occurred? Does 
this affect the evidence for the interpretation of the term “sons of God”? 

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Summarize and explain the evidence supporting the theory that “sons of God” in 
Genesis 6:1–4 refers to angelic beings.

2. Summarize and explain the evidence supporting the theory that “sons of God” in 
Genesis 6:1–4 refers to human beings.

3. Which of the two interpretations of “sons of God” do you find more persuasive? Why? 
4. We recall that this text was written by Moses to the Israelites after the Exodus 

from Egypt. In what ways does this text speak to the situation in which the Israelites 
found themselves after the Exodus? How does it speak to the problem of syncretism? 

APPliCATion

1.  If God decided to destroy the world again by flood—which He won’t—would you be 
invited into the ark or would you perish? Why? 

2. Before studying this lesson, did you have an opinion about the interpretation of “sons of 
God” in Genesis 6? Has your opinion changed as a result of the lesson? Why or why not?

3. How would you counsel a young Christian man or woman who wanted to marry a 
nonbeliever? 

For FUrTher STUDy

Murray, John, Principles of Conduct, pp. 243–49
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7

the Redemption  
of Noah 

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

After the waters of the flood recede and Noah leaves the ark, God establishes a cov-
enant with him. In this renewal of the creation covenant, God promises that He never 
again will destroy all mankind with a flood. In addition, God gives man the animals as 
food. He also makes a provision for the punishment of murder—capital punishment. 
In this lesson, Dr. Sproul examines the significance of the covenant with Noah in the 
outworking of the history of redemption. 

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to state the ways in which the covenant with Noah is a renewal of the 
creation covenant

2. To be able to outline the terms of the covenant with Noah
3. To understand the factors that differentiate creation laws from localized customs

QUoTATionS

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “Behold, I establish my covenant with you 
and your offspring after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every 
beast of the earth. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off 
by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

—Genesis 9:8–11

It was not therefore a private covenant confirmed with one family only, but one which is 
common to all people, and which shall flourish in all ages to the end of the world. And truly, 
since at the present time, impiety overflows not less than in the age of Noah, it is especially 
necessary that the waters should be restrained by this word of God, as by a thousand bolts 
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and bars lest they should break forth to destroy us. Wherefore, relying on this promise, let 
us look forward to the last day, in which the consuming fire shall purify heaven and earth.

—John Calvin

leCTUre oUTline

A. Genesis 1 tells us about God’s work of creation, and the Bible tells us that at the end of 
time there will be a “re-creation”—a renovation of this fallen universe.

1. The entire creation awaits this re-creation.
2. Sin has affected man’s relationship with other humans, with nature, with himself, 

and, most importantly, with God.
3. There is even an estrangement between man and the animal kingdom.
4. The final re-creation of the world is foreshadowed early in Genesis in the story of 

the flood.

B. Noah is the new head of the human race, all the other people having been wiped out 
for their wickedness, so God now reinstates His covenant of creation.

1. Because the covenant of creation was made between God and all human beings, we 
are all bound to that covenant. 

2.  God renews the covenant of creation with Noah.
3. In Genesis 8:15–17, God tells Noah to leave the ark with the animals that they might 

“be fruitful and multiply”—a clear repetition of the command found in Genesis 1:22 
and 28.

4. In Genesis 8:20, immediately after leaving the ark, Noah builds an altar and wor-
ships God.

5. In Genesis 8:21–22, God promises never to destroy the earth again.
6. In Genesis 9:1–3, God tells Noah that the animals will fear man and that they will 

be food for man.
7. Genesis 9:6 records the institution of capital punishment as the penalty for murder.

a. This is not a prophecy; it is a commandment.
b. The penalty is so strong because man is made in the image of God.
c. This creation ordinance has never been repealed in Scripture.

C. The covenant with Noah and his descendants is established by God.

1. Genesis 9:8–11 records God’s declaration that He will never again destroy the earth 
by flood.

2. In Genesis 9:12–17, God reveals the sign of the Noahic covenant—the rainbow. 
3. The rainbow is a sacrament of sorts. 

a. God takes ordinary things and gives them special significance.
b. The rainbow is a visible sign of God’s promise to Noah. 
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STUDy QUeSTionS

1. What major historic event is foreshadowed in the story of the flood?
a. Israel’s crossing of the Red Sea
b. The baptism of the Holy Spirit
c. The final re-creation and renovation of the world
d. The Babylonian exile

2. In the renewal of the covenant of creation, who is the new head of the human 
race?
a. Noah
b. Shem
c. Ham
d. Japheth

3. What command from Genesis 1:22 and 28 is repeated by God in Genesis 8?
a. “Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat.”
b. “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place.”
c. “Be fruitful and multiply.”
d. “Have dominion over . . . every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

4.  According to Genesis 8:20, what does Noah do immediately after leaving the ark? 
a. He plants a vineyard.
b. He builds an altar and worships God.
c. He drinks too much wine and becomes drunk.
d. He goes back into the ark to get his wife and sons.

5. What does God tell Noah about the animals in Genesis 9:1–3?
a. Animals will fear man, and man is not allowed to use animals for food.
b. There no longer will be any fear between man and animals.
c. The animals will fear rain and large boats.
d. The animals will fear man and will be food for man.

6. The penalty God prescribes for murder in Genesis 9:6 is a ____________________. 
a. Commandment
b. Prophecy
c. Ceremonial law
d. Covenant

7. Why is the penalty for murder so strong?  
a. Because the previous penalty was ineffective.
b. There is no known reason.
c. Because man is created in the image of God.
d. Because murder is wrong.
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8. What is the sign of the covenant with Noah?
a. Circumcision
b. The rainbow
c. Wine
d. Water

BiBle STUDy

1. Read Genesis 8–9 and compare it with Genesis 1–2. What are the similarities? What 
are the differences? What things have been changed?

2. Read Genesis 6:18 and 7:1. How do these verses continue the theme of God’s inten-
tion to deal with families in covenant relationships?

3. Read Matthew 24:37–39. How does Jesus compare the coming of the Son of Man to 
the days of Noah? What parallels does He draw? 

4.  Read Genesis 9:5–7. What main propositions are taught in this passage? Is there 
any passage in Scripture that repeals what is said here?  

5. Does anything in the text of the Noahic covenant indicate that it is temporally or 
ethnically limited? Explain. 

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Explain how the covenant with Noah is a renewal of the creation covenant. Pro-
vide explicit scriptural examples of parallels.

2. Summarize and explain the terms of the covenant with Noah. What role does this 
covenant play in the history of redemption?

3. What are some ways in which we can differentiate between laws that are meant to 
be permanent and universal, and laws that are simply localized customs? 

4. Capital punishment is a controversial subject in our day. How should Christians 
approach this topic? How do you evaluate the arguments for and against capital 
punishment?

APPliCATion

1.  Have you considered the parallels that Jesus draws between the flood and the  
second coming? Why is it important to do so?

2. Before studying this lesson, had you ever thought that you were bound to the  
covenant with Noah by virtue of being a descendant of Noah?

3. What does it mean for your Christian life to realize that God deals covenantally 
with families? Have you reflected on this before? 

4. Has your opinion on capital punishment been strengthened or challenged by this 
lesson? How? 

For FUrTher STUDy
Robertson, O. Palmer, The Christ of the Covenants, pp. 109–25
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8

Redemption Promised 
to Abraham 

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

In Genesis 15, God comes to Abraham and repeats the promises He made in Genesis 
12. When Abraham seeks assurance that the promises are true, God ratifies His 
promises in an elaborate covenant ceremony. In this lesson, Dr. Sproul examines this 
strange yet incredibly significant event in the drama of redemption. 

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to explain the scriptural context for the covenant ceremony in 
Genesis 15

2. To be able to summarize the nature of ancient Near Eastern covenants
3. To understand the significance of the event described in Genesis 15:17

QUoTATionS

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming 
torch passed between these pieces.

—Genesis 15:17

In the case of the Abrahamic covenant, God the Creator binds himself to man the 
creature by a solemn blood-oath. The Almighty chooses to commit Himself to the 
fulfillment of promises spoken to Abraham. By this divine commitment, Abraham’s 
doubts are to be expelled. God has solemnly promised, and has sealed that promise 
with a self-maledictory oath. The realization of the divine word is assured.

—O. Palmer Robertson
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leCTUre oUTline

A. Many Christians have a “life verse”—a favorite verse of Scripture.

1. If R.C. were allowed to have only one book of the Bible, it would be Hebrews.
2. If R.C. were allowed to have only one verse, it would be Genesis 15:17.
3. Many people are puzzled by this choice because of a lack of familiarity with some 

of the customs and practices of the Old Testament period. 
4. In order to understand the significance of verse 17, we must understand the entire 

context of chapter 15.

B. Genesis 15 is one of the key chapters of the Old Testament.

1. In Genesis 15:1, we read, “After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram 
in a vision: ‘Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’” 
a. God is an impenetrable shield.
b. Abram is puzzled because, although he is rich, he has no son.
c. Abram wants to know what God means by “reward.”
d. He tells God that everything he has will have to be left to Eliezer of  

Damascus.
2.  God tells Abram in Genesis 15:4 that Eliezer will not be his heir.
3. In Genesis 15:5, God tells him to count the stars because that is how numerous his 

descendants will be.
4. In Genesis 15:6 we read, “And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him for 

righteousness.”
5. After God again promises Abram that he will inherit the land, he is beset by doubts and 

asks God, ‘“How shall I know that I shall possess it?’” (Gen. 15:7–8).
6. Abraham is the father of the faithful, but he is also the father of the doubtful.

C. In order to answer Abram’s doubts, God tells him in Genesis 15:9 to bring Him a 
three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, 
and a young pigeon.

1. Abram cuts the animals down the middle and places the pieces opposite each other. 
He doesn’t cut the birds in half.

2. Then vultures come, and Abram has to drive them away from the carcasses. 
3. In verse 12, we read that a deep sleep falls upon Abram, as well as horror and darkness.
4. In verses 13–15, God tells Abram of his descendants’ future enslavement by a for-

eign nation.
5. In verse 17, then, we read of a smoking oven and a burning torch passing between 

the pieces of the animals.
6. In the ancient Near East, covenants were “cut,” not written.
7. The smoking oven and burning torch are a theophany—an outward, visible manifesta-

tion of the invisible God.
8. What Abram is seeing is God Himself passing between these carcasses.
9. In terms of the ancient covenant ceremony, God is telling Abram: “If I don’t fulfill 

My promise, may what has happened to these animals happen to Me.”
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10. As the author of Hebrews explains, God could swear by nothing greater than 
Himself.

11. God puts His very deity on the line to give certainty to His promise.

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. In which chapter of Genesis do we find the formal inauguration of the Abraha-
mic covenant?
a. Genesis 12
b. Genesis 18
c. Genesis 15
d. Genesis 10

2. Who was to be Abram’s heir if he did not have a son?
a. Sarah
b. Eliezer
c. Isaac
d. Jacob

3. What did God tell Abram to count to get an idea of the number of descendants that 
God was going to give him?
a. His sheep
b. The stars
c. The hairs on his head
d. His fingers

4.  Abraham is often referred to as the father of the faithful. According to R.C., we also 
may refer to him as the father of the __________________________. 
a. Righteous
b. Holy
c. Doubtful
d. Lukewarm

5. What did Abram do with the animals God commanded him to bring?
a. He cut them down the middle and placed the pieces across from each  other.
b. He sacrificed them to God on an altar.
c. He took them into the ark.
d. He placed his hands on their heads to symbolize the transfer of his sin to them.

6. In the ancient Near East, covenants were __________________________. 
a. Not taken seriously
b. Faithfully kept
c. Written
d. Cut
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7. An outward, visible manifestation of the invisible God is called a __________________________. 
a. Covenant
b. Manifestation
c. Theophany
d. Vision

8. God inaugurated the covenant with Abram in the way He did because the great-
est thing by which God can swear is __________________________.
a. Heaven
b. Himself
c. The law
d. The image of God

BiBle STUDy

1. Read Genesis 12:1–6. What specific promises does God make to Abram in this 
passage?

2. Read Genesis 15 and outline the events that occur. Who is saying and doing what? 
What specifically is being said and done? What is emphasized in the text? 

3. In Jeremiah 34, a covenant renewal similar to the ceremony in Genesis 15 occurs. 
Read Jeremiah 34, especially verses 12–22. What are the similarities between the 
covenant-renewal ceremony implicit in Jeremiah 34 and the covenant ceremony in 
Genesis 15?  

4.  By passing through the pieces of the animal carcasses alone, God swears on His 
own deity that He will fulfill the promises He made to Abram. Using your answers 
to question 1 as a starting point, list those promises that already have been fulfilled, 
those that are being fulfilled, and those that await fulfillment. 

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Why is familiarity with the context of Genesis 12–15 necessary to a proper under-
standing of the ceremony in chapter 15?

2. In what ways does the covenant ceremony in Genesis 15 compare to the covenant 
ceremonies in the ancient Near East?

3. Why is the event in Genesis 15:17 so significant to the history of redemption? 
4. What is the relationship between the Abrahamic covenant, the Mosaic covenant, and 

the new covenant?

APPliCATion

1.  Prior to studying this lesson, would it have occurred to you to consider Genesis 
15:17 as your “life verse”? Would you consider it now?

2. Do you struggle with the truthfulness of God’s promises? What have you learned in 
this lesson that will help you overcome your doubts?

3. How would your life be different if you were absolutely sure of every one of the 
promises God gives you in the Scriptures?

For FUrTher STUDy

Robertson, O. Palmer, The Christ of the Covenants, pp. 127–46
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9

the Ancient Contract

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

In the ancient world, treaties tended to follow a particular form and structure. 
In recent centuries, scholars have noticed that the structure of the covenants in 
Scripture bears a striking resemblance to these ancient treaties. In this lesson, Dr. 
Sproul examines the structural elements of ancient treaties and explains their paral-
lels with biblical covenants.

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To understand and be able to outline the basic elements of ancient treaties
2. To be able to summarize the parallels between the Mosaic covenant and the 

ancient suzerain treaties
3. To be able to explain the difference between apodictic law and casuistic law

QUoTATionS

And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”

—Exodus 20:1–2

A covenant of God with man, is an agreement (conventio) between God and man, 
about the way of obtaining consummate happiness; including a commination of eternal 
destruction, with which the contemner of the happiness, offered in that way, is to be 
punished. 

—Herman Witsius
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leCTUre oUTline

A. As we continue to examine the drama of redemption, we must pause to study the 
structure of covenants.

1. In the mid-twentieth century, a professor named George E. Mendenhall wrote 
a short paper titled “Law and Covenant in Israel and the Ancient Near East” in 
which he noted a certain structure in ancient treaties.

2. These treaties between a great king, or suzerain, and his vassal kings included 
regularly occurring elements:
a. The first element of these ancient treaties was a preamble. 
b. The preamble was followed by a historical prologue.
c. The third element was the stipulations. 
d. The stipulations were followed by sanctions and oaths.
e. Finally, there were ratification ceremonies and provisions for renewal.

B. Biblical scholars such as Meredith Kline have extensively studied the parallels 
between these ancient treaties and the biblical covenants.

1. The Decalogue, or Ten Commandments, in Exodus 20 begins with a preamble and 
a historical prologue: “And God spoke all these words, saying, ‘I am the Lord your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.’” 

2.  In the ancient preambles, the sovereign king identified himself; in Exodus 20, the 
sovereign king is God Himself.

3. The actual Ten Commandments are the summary of the basic covenant 
stipulations.

4. Following the Ten Commandments is the Holiness Code, which expands 
in much greater detail the obligations set forth in summary form in the Ten 
Commandments.

5. Two basic types of law are part of the Mosaic covenant.
a. Apodictic law defines universally binding principles.
b. Casuistic law is case law—law that emerges from specific cases.

6. The stipulations are followed by oaths and sanctions. 
a. Deuteronomy 28:1–14 states the blessings of the covenant.
b. Deuteronomy 27:14–26 and 28:15–68 declare the covenant curses.

7. When Moses turns the reins of leadership over to Joshua, there is a covenant-
renewal ceremony (cf. Deut. 29).

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. In the ancient Near East, the ruling sovereign king was the __________________________. 
a. The suzerain
b. The vassal
c. The king of kings
d. Pharaoh
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2. The first element of ancient Near Eastern treaties is the __________________________.
a. Stipulations
b. Historical prologue
c. Preamble
d. Sanctions

3. The Ten Commandments are also known as __________________________.
a. The Decalogue
b. The Holiness Code
c. Casuistic law
d. The new covenant

4.  To what element of the ancient Near Eastern treaties do the Ten Commandments 
correspond? 
a. The sanctions
b. The stipulations
c. The ratification ceremony
d. The historical prologue

5. Following the Ten Commandments is the __________________________, which expands in much 
greater detail the obligations set forth in summary form in the Ten Commandments.
a. Declaration of curses and blessings
b. Historical prologue
c. Holiness Code
d. Renewal of the covenant

6. __________________________ law defines universally binding principles.
a. Ceremonial
b. Case
c. Casuistic
d. Apodictic

7. __________________________ law is case law—law that emerges from specific cases. 
a. Constitutional
b. Ceremonial
c. Casuistic
d. Apodictic

8. In what two chapters of the Old Testament do we find the fullest declaration of 
the covenant curses and blessings?
a. Exodus 20–21
b. Genesis 15–16
c. Deuteronomy 27–28 
d. Leviticus 7–8
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BiBle STUDy

1. Read Exodus 20:1–17. How many elements of an ancient Near Eastern treaty are 
present in this particular text? Outline the text according to this structure.

2. Read Exodus 2:23–25, 6:2–8, and 19:1–9. How did the Abrahamic covenant pro-
vide the basis for the Mosaic covenant? 

3. What do the following passages of Scripture indicate about the relationship 
between the Ten Commandments and the rest of the Mosaic covenant? 
a. Exodus 34:28
b. Deuteronomy 4:13
c. Deuteronomy 9:9–11

4.  Did the Mosaic covenant replace the Abrahamic covenant or build upon it? Con-
sider Galatians 3:17 as you formulate your answer. 

5. What do the following texts of Scripture teach concerning the presence of law 
before the Mosaic covenant and after the Mosaic covenant? 
a. Genesis 9:6
b. Genesis 17:14
c. Exodus 4:24–26
d. 1 Kings 2:1–4
e. Psalm 119:97
f. Matthew 5:17–19
g. Romans 7:7, 12

6. While in some sense the law continues in force in the new covenant, in another 
sense it does not. Examine the following passages of the New Testament. What 
do they say about the law? 
a. Romans 6:14
b. Romans 7:6
c. Galatians 3:23–25

7. Paul and the other New Testament authors use the term “law” in a number of 
senses. It can mean, for example, the Pentateuch as a literary unit, the works 
of the law (a man’s ability to please God with his own righteousness), a general 
principle of something, the Ten Commandments, and law-keeping as a means of 
justification. Examine the context of the verses listed in the previous questions. 
Which sense of the word “law” is the most likely for each text? 

8. Read 2 Corinthians 3:7–15. What contrasts are drawn between the Mosaic cov-
enant and the new covenant? 
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DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS
1. Outline and summarize the basic elements of an ancient Near Eastern suzerain-

vassal treaty.
2. What are some of the parallels between the biblical covenants and ancient Near 

Eastern treaties? Do these ancient treaties help us in our understanding of 
Scripture? How?

3. Explain the difference between apodictic law and casuistic law. Provide biblical 
examples of each. 

4. Is Paul’s teaching on the law self-contradictory? How would you explain the contrast 
between what Paul says in Romans 6:14 and Romans 7:12?

APPliCATion

1.  Some of the most popular schools of Christian thought today teach that the law 
has been entirely abrogated. Has this ever been your position? Has this lesson 
strengthened or challenged your position?

2. Are you able to share in the joy in the law that the psalmist expresses in Psalm 
119:97? Why or why not?

3. Consider the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:17–19. Meditate upon what He means 
when He says that He did not come to destroy the law. Is it possible, in light of this, 
for Christians to teach that Christ did come to destroy or do away with the law 
entirely? 

For FUrTher STUDy

Robertson, O. Palmer, The Christ of the Covenants, pp. 167–99
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10

the Broken Contract

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

In the Old Testament, God established a covenant with His people, Israel. The cov-
enant included stipulations and sanctions. When the covenant was broken, God 
brought covenant lawsuits against His people, and the prosecutors of these lawsuits 
were the prophets. In this lesson, Dr. Sproul examines the role of the prophets as 
prosecuting attorneys in the lawsuits brought against God’s people.

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to explain God’s sanctions against covenant-breaking Israel in terms of 
a lawsuit

2. To understand the role of the prophets as the prosecutors of God’s covenant 
lawsuits

3. To be able to explain the ways in which Israel commonly broke her covenant 
with God

QUoTATionS

Hear the word of the Lord, O children of Israel, for the Lord has a controversy with the 
inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and no knowledge of 
God in the land. . .

—Hosea 4:1

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

—Micah 6:8
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leCTUre oUTline

A. Ancient Near Eastern treaties made provision for treaty violations.

1. If one party violated a treaty, a lawsuit was filed.
2. When God’s people failed to keep the terms of the covenant, God instituted  

covenant lawsuits against them.
3. The prosecuting lawyers in such Old Testament lawsuits were the prophets. 
4. The prophets called the people of Israel to repent and obey the terms of the  

original covenant.
5. The prophets would warn the people of impending judgment if obedience was not 

forthcoming. 

B. Common themes in the prophets illustrate their role as prosecutors of God’s lawsuits.

1. In Hosea 4:1 we read, “Hear the word of the Lord, O children of Israel, for the 
Lord has a controversy with the inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or 
steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the land.” 

2.  God is bringing formal charges against His covenant people because they have  
broken the terms of their agreement.

3. God says that He cannot find any truth, mercy, or knowledge of God in the land.
4. The first concern of the prophet here is the corruption of the nation’s justice system.

a. We hear the same concern expressed in Micah 6:8: “He has told you, O 
man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do jus-
tice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

b. The concern about justice is also found throughout the book Amos.
5. The second charge is that there is no mercy or hesed. This is one of the most impor-

tant words in the Old Testament because it is the word the Jews used to express 
God’s unwavering loyalty in His relationship to His people.

6. The third charge is that there is no knowledge of God in the land—they have bad 
theology.

7. The greatest threat to Israel was a false prophet in the land.

C. God indicts the people with the words: “My people are destroyed for lack of  
knowledge” (Hos. 4:6).

1. When a nation’s understanding of God disintegrates, the people are destroyed.
2. Instead of being committed to God, the culture becomes committed to lying, steal-

ing, violence, and adultery. 
3. The remainder of Hosea 4 tells of God’s plans to punish His people.

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. When God’s people fail to keep the terms of the covenant, what does God do?
a. He does nothing.
b. He institutes a covenant lawsuit against them.
c. He completely destroys them.
d. He unconditionally forgives them.
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2. In what part of a city would grievances often be heard in the ancient world?
a. At the city gate
b. At the courthouse
c. In a private home
d. On the walls

3. The prosecuting lawyers in God’s covenant lawsuits were __________________________.
a. The kings
b. The Apostles
c. The prophets
d. The priests

4.  What common term did the Old Testament prophets use to refer to impending 
judgment? 
a. Armageddon
b. Hesed
c. The Day of the Lord

d. Sanctions

5. The first concern of Hosea in chapter 4 is __________________________.
a. Murder
b. The breaking of the fourth commandment
c. The violation of the ceremonial law
d. The corruption of the nation’s justice system 

6. In what verse do we find the following well-known Scripture passage: “He has 
told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”
a. Hosea 4:1
b. Micah 6:8
c. Amos 1:1
d. Nahum 2:8

7. What Old Testament word is used to express God’s unwavering loyalty to His 
people? 
a. Tsedeq
b. Qadosh
c. Hesed
d. Shalom

8. What happens when a nation’s understanding of God disintegrates?
a. The people are destroyed.
b. The people become more reliant upon God.
c. Mercy and justice flow through the land.
d. God ignores what is happening.
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BiBle STUDy

1. Study Hosea 4. Outline the basic content of the chapter. How does the prophet set 
forth God’s covenant lawsuit?

2. Read Amos 2:6–8; 5:4–15; Isaiah 61:1–3; and Micah 6:6–8. What concerns do the 
prophets share in each of these passages? Do these concerns carry over into the 
new covenant era?

3. Study Joel 3:9–16 and Ezekiel 30:1–4. How do these passages describe the coming 
“Day of the Lord”? 

4.  Many Israelites began to forget that their own sins would have consequences. How do 
the prophets clarify the meaning of the “Day of the Lord” for the disobedient nation? 
See Amos 5:18–20 for one example.

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS
1. Explain how God’s sanctions against covenant-breaking Israel operate in terms of 

lawsuits. What are the parallels between God’s actions in these cases and common 
lawsuits? How did a prophetic indictment typically proceed?

2. Would you agree with Dr. Sproul’s contention that Israel was guilty at times 
because of her bad theology? Why or why not?

3. What violations of God’s covenant are most commonly cited by the prophets? Why 
is this significant?

4. Why did the Old Testament prophets focus so intently upon Israel’s violation of 
God’s principles of social justice? Do you believe that the new covenant people of 
God are held to the same or similar standards of social justice? Why or why not?

APPliCATion

1.  Do you ever find yourself demeaning the importance and necessity of good theol-
ogy? Has this lesson changed your opinion of the importance of the subject? What 
can you do to improve your theology?

2. What are some practical ways that you can work to promote true justice?
3. What are some practical ways that you can show true mercy to those in need of it?

For FUrTher STUDy

Grant, George, The Micah Mandate

Robertson, O. Palmer, The Christ of the Prophets
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11

the Coming  
of the Kingdom 

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

Augustine made this famous statement concerning the relationship between the Old 
and New Testaments: “The New was in the Old concealed, and the Old is in the New 
revealed.” The central theme that ties the Old and New Testaments together is the 
idea of the kingdom of God. In this lesson, Dr. Sproul traces the development of this 
concept and explains its significance for the outworking of the drama of redemption. 

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to summarize the key elements related to the central motif of 
Scripture—the kingdom of God

2. To be able to outline the development of this theme from its beginning in the Old 
Testament to its consummation in the New Testament

3. To be able to explain the difference between the prophets’ proclamation of the 
coming kingdom and the proclamations of John the Baptist and Jesus concerning 
the kingdom

QUoTATionS

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a 
son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And to 
him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and lan-
guages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

—Daniel 7:13–14

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

—Matthew 3:1–2
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leCTUre oUTline

A. The central motif throughout the Old and New Testaments is the concept of the king-
dom of God.

1. Initially, the King over this world was God Himself.
2. God made Adam and Eve vice-regents by giving them dominion over the rest of the 

creatures, but God remained the supreme King.
3. One of God’s titles in the Old Testament is melek, which is Hebrew for “king.” 
4. When God created the unique nation of Israel, He gave its people the destiny and 

obligation to be a royal priesthood—a kingdom of priests.
5. During the period of the judges, Israel had a political structure called an amphic-

tyony—neighboring entities loosely united for a common interest. 

B. By the time of Samuel, the people of Israel wanted a human king like the other nations.

1. The people began to despise their uniqueness—they began to reject their singular 
vocation, which was to be a special people consecrated to God.

2.  Israel was called to be different from the surrounding nations, but the people 
wanted to be like the other nations.

3. God considered this desire a rejection of Himself as their King.
4. The establishment of the kingship was a problem from the start.
5. The first king, Saul, became a wicked ruler.
6. The next king, David, ruled over Israel’s “golden age.”
7. When David died, his son Solomon became king and enslaved his own people.
8. After Solomon, the kingdom was divided between his son Rehoboam and his 

servant Jeroboam, and ultimately both the northern and southern kingdoms were 
taken into captivity.

9. During this time, the prophets declared that someday the glory would return with 
a king like David on the throne, and the people longed for this coming Messiah.

10. With the death of Malachi, the voice of prophecy ended for four hundred years.

C. When a new prophet finally arose, he came out of the desert with an announcement: 
“Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand.”

1. This new prophet’s name was John the Baptist.
2. This was a critical moment in the drama of redemption because John was 

announcing the arrival of the long-awaited kingdom of God—the restoration of 
God’s rule over His people. 

3. John then did an extraordinary thing: he called the Jews to the Jordan River to 
submit to baptism.

4. John’s baptism was not the same as Jesus’ baptism; it was a preparatory baptism. 
a. During the intertestamental period, Gentiles who desired to convert to  

Judaism were required to go through a purification ceremony—a pros-
elyte baptism.



50  The Drama of redemption

b. John called the Jews to be baptized, and the authorities were furious.
c. They were insulted by the suggestion that they are unclean.

5. The emphasis in John’s announcement was the nearness of the kingdom.
6. Unlike the Old Testament prophets, who proclaimed the coming of the kingdom in 

the indefinite future, John declared it to be “at hand.”

D. Jesus came soon after John, preaching the gospel of the kingdom.

1. He announced the breakthrough and the intrusion of the kingdom of God.
2. Many of His parables focused on the kingdom.
3. In Matthew 22, we read a parable that focuses on the coming of a king who is 

rejected by his own people. 

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. The central motif throughout the Old and New Testaments is the concept of 
__________________________.
a. Dispensations
b. The sovereignty of God
c. Sacrifice
d. The kingdom of God

2. One of God’s titles in the Old Testament is melek, which is Hebrew for 
__________________________.
a. Prophet
b. Priest
c. King
d. Savior

3. During the period of the judges, Israel had what is called an amphictyony, which 
is __________________________.
a. A particular political structure of neighboring entities loosely united for a 

common interest
b. Unpaid labor due from a vassal to his lord
c. A holy war intended to utterly destroy the pagan inhabitants of the land
d. A covenant lawsuit brought by God against His people

4.  During the time of Samuel, the people of Israel began to demand a king like the other 
nations. Who was the first king of Israel? 
a. Samuel
b. David
c. Saul
d. Solomon
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5. The reign of which king is considered the “golden age” of Israel’s history?
a. Solomon
b. David
c. Josiah
d. Saul

6. Which king of Israel fathered Rehoboam, who would divide the kingdom with 
Jeroboam?
a. Solomon
b. Saul
c. David
d. Josiah

7. After four hundred years of prophetic silence, a new prophet came forth from 
the desert proclaiming that the kingdom of God was at hand. Who was this 
prophet who announced the coming of the Messiah?
a. Jesus
b. Simeon
c. Saul of Tarsus
d. John the Baptist

8. During the intertestamental period, Gentiles who desired to convert to Judaism 
were required to submit to __________________________. 
a. Mystical and ecstatic experiences
b. Dangerous initiation ceremonies
c. Proselyte baptism
d. A theological examination by the scribes and Pharisees

BiBle STUDy

1. What do the following prophetic passages from the Old Testament say about the 
coming King and His kingdom?
a. Isaiah 9:6–7
b. Isaiah 11:1–3
c. Isaiah 11:9–12
d. Daniel 2:31–35, 44
e. Daniel 7:13–14
f. Zechariah 9:9–10

2. Study each of the following two passages in Daniel carefully and note when each 
says that the kingdom is inaugurated.
a. Daniel 2:24–45 (Consider as you read that there is widespread consensus  

that the four kingdoms mentioned by Daniel are the Babylonian, the  Medo-
Persian, the Greek, and the Roman.)
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b. Daniel 7:13–14 (As you study this text, ask yourself: What is the vantage  
point of Daniel in the vision? Is the Son of Man coming from heaven to earth 
or going from earth to heaven? What significant event in Christ’s life corre-
sponds with this vision? See Acts 1:9–11.)

3. What do the following texts of Scripture say or imply about the timing of the 
inauguration of the kingdom? Did this inauguration occur at Christ’s first coming 
or does it await His second coming? 
a. Matthew 28:18
b. Acts 17:7
c. Colossians 1:13
d. Daniel 2:31–35, 44
e. Revelation 1:4–5

 4.  Read the following “kingdom parables” of Christ. Briefly state the main point 
about the kingdom that each parable teaches. Note: the texts in parentheses are 
references to the same parables in the other gospels. 
a. Matthew 13:3–8 (Mark 4:3–8; Luke 8:5–8)
b. Matthew 13:24–30
c. Matthew 13:31–32 (Mark 4:30–32; Luke 13:18–19)
d. Matthew 13:33 (Luke 13:20–21)
e. Matthew 13:44
f. Matthew 13:45–46
g. Matthew 13:47–50
h. Mark 4:26–29

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. What is the kingdom of God? What is the relationship between the kingdom of 
God and the kingdoms of this world? What is the relationship between the king-
dom of God and the church?

2. How does the idea of the kingdom of God develop throughout the Old and New 
Testaments? What are the key ideas, events, and people in its development? 

3. Why is John the Baptist’s proclamation of the kingdom so significant in the history 
of redemption? In what way is he a pivotal figure in the drama? 

4. The most popular view of the kingdom of God today is that it has yet to be inaugurated, 
that it will begin only when Christ returns. Does this view of the kingdom adequately 
handle all the relevant Scripture passages? Is this view defensible? Why or why not?

5. The New Testament concept of the kingdom is commonly presented as the “already/
not yet” view. According to this idea, the kingdom was inaugurated at Christ’s first 
coming, develops throughout the present age, and will be consummated at Christ’s  
second coming. Discuss the scriptural evidence for and against this idea. Does this 
view of the kingdom parallel in any way our understanding of individual sanctification?
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APPliCATion

1.  Have you ever thought of Scripture or your Christian life in terms of this central 
idea of the Bible—the kingdom of God? How does it affect your view of Scripture? 
Of your Christian life?

2. Many Christians and churches profess to believe in the kingship of Christ. Do you 
consciously live your daily life as a subject of Christ the King? If not, what can you 
do to change? 

3. Set aside some time this week to carefully read and meditate on the kingdom 
parables of Christ. Consider the truths expressed in each parable and what they 
mean for your personal Christian life, for your church, and for the world.

For FUrTher STUDy

Mathison, Keith, Postmillennialism

Ridderbos, Herman, The Coming of the Kingdom

Strom, Mark, The Symphony of Scripture
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12

Redemption Secured

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

At the cross of Christ, we witness the climactic event in the drama of redemption. It is 
to the cross that all of the Old Testament leads, and it is from the cross that all of the 
New Testament proceeds. It is here that redemption is accomplished once and for 
all. In this lesson, Dr. Sproul examines the atoning work of Jesus Christ on the cross, 
explaining how it was that Christ took the curse of the law on our behalf.

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to explain the function of the New Testament Epistles as interpretive 
documents

2. To be able to summarize the Hebrew understanding of blessing and cursing
3. To comprehend and be able to explain what it means for Christians that Christ 

bore the curse of the law for our sake

QUoTATionS

The work of atonement took place in the presence of the God of heaven. Indeed, it involved 
a transaction within the fellowship of the eternal Trinity in their love for us: the Son was 
willing, with the aid of the Spirit, to experience the hiding of the face of the Father.

—Sinclair Ferguson

There is not a word in the Bible which is extra crucem, which can be understood without 
reference to the cross.

—Martin Luther

leCTUre oUTline

A. The New Testament speaks of Christ’s atoning work in several ways.

1. Caiaphas saw the death of Christ as a political expediency.
2. Pontius Pilate saw it in the same way.
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3. The question is this: if you were standing at Golgotha and observing the crucifixion 
of Christ, how would you come to the conclusion that what was taking place was 
an atonement? 

4. One of the primary functions of the Epistles of the New Testament is to interpret 
the meaning and significance of the historical narratives and historical events.

5. Paul describes the death of Christ using many different images. 
a. He speaks of it in terms of a ransom.
b. He speaks of it as a work of redemption.
c. He speaks of it in terms of victory over Satan—the Christus Victor.
d. He speaks of the suffering Lamb who acts as our substitute.

B. In Galatians 3:13, Paul declares, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law.”

1. In the simplest terms, when the Bible speaks of being saved, it is speaking of salva-
tion from God.

2.  When the law was given in the Old Testament, God promised that everyone who 
obeyed would receive blessing, but those who disobeyed would receive a curse.

3. In order to understand what curse means, we must understand the concept of 
blessing.

4. When the Scripture uses concrete terms to describe blessing, it comes down to 
some experience of the presence of God before one’s face.

5. The highest hope of the Jew was a restoration of the intimacy of fellowship that 
Adam and Eve experienced in paradise before the fall.

6. The highest hope was the beatific vision—the vision of God.
7. The concept of the curse in the Bible is exactly the opposite.
8. Blessing is understood in terms of proximity to God, basking in the presence of 

God and living before His face; curse means missing all of that.
9. In Galatians, Paul says that Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law.

C. When we look at the cross in the New Testament, we see several things:

1. There is a duplication of the Old Testament ceremony of atonement.
2. In the Old Testament, two animals were used: a lamb was slain as a propitiation 

to satisfy the wrath of God against sin, and the sins of the people were symboli-
cally transferred to a “scapegoat,” a goat that was driven out of the camp into the 
wilderness. 

3. In the New Testament, when John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

4. Jesus fulfilled the role of both the lamb and the scapegoat.
a. As the lamb, He offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice.
b. As the scapegoat, He takes away our sin.

5. He was taken outside of the city to be executed.
6. During the crucifixion, the land became as dark as midnight as God removed the 

light of His countenance.
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STUDy QUeSTionS

1. Caiaphas and Pontius Pilate saw the death of Christ as __________________________.
a. A martyr’s death
b. An act of atonement
c. A political expediency
d. A defeat of Satan

2. One of the primary functions of the __________________________ of the New Testament is to 
interpret the meaning and significance of the historical narratives and historical 
events.
a. Book of Acts
b. Epistles
c. Gospels
d. Apocalypse

3. When we speak of the Christus Victor imagery of the atonement, we are speaking 
of __________________________. 
a. Christ’s victory over temptation in the garden of Gethsemane
b. Christ’s victory over Satan and the forces of darkness
c. Christ’s victory over despair on the cross
d. Christ’s victory over personal sin

4.  In the simplest terms, when the Bible speaks of being saved, it is speaking of  
salvation from __________________________. 
a. Sin
b. Satan
c. God
d. The physical body

5. When Scripture uses concrete terms to describe blessing, it comes down to some 
experience of __________________________.
a. Ecstaticism
b. Glossolalia
c. The presence of God
d. Love

6. The term beatific vision refers to what?
a. God’s vision for the world
b. The eschatological vision of God
c. A beautiful vision
d. A vision of holiness
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7. In the Old Testament Day of Atonement ceremony, what kind of animal was driven 
into the wilderness after the sins of the people had been symbolically placed on it?  
a. Goat
b. Lamb
c. Bull
d. Ram

8. When John the Baptist saw Jesus he exclaimed, “‘Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world!’” This phrase has become known as the 
__________________________. 
a. Magnificat
b. Nunc Dimittis
c. Agnus Dei
d. Gloria Patri

BiBle STUDy

1. Read the following Scripture passages. What does each have to say about the 
necessity of the atonement? What one thing do all the passages have in common?
a. Mark 8:31
b. Luke 17:25
c. John 3:14
d. John 12:34
e. Acts 17:3
f. Hebrews 9:16
g. Hebrews 9:22–23

2. Several aspects of the nature of the atonement must always be taken into consid-
eration when studying the doctrine. Read the Scripture passages below, which 
deal with those aspects. What do the passages say individually? When all are 
taken together, what is the overall picture?
a. Propitiation—Romans 3:25–26; Hebrews 2:17; 1 John 2:2; 4:10 
b. Reconciliation—Romans 5:8–10; 2 Corinthians 5:18–19; Colossians  1:19–22 
c. Redemption—Matthew 20:28; Acts 20:28; Galatians 4:4–5; Ephesians  1:7; 

Titus 2:14; Revelation 5:9
d. Sacrifice (expiation)—Isaiah 53:4–6; John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 5:7;  Ephesians 

5:2; Hebrews 9:13–14; 1 Peter 2:24 

3. What do the following texts of Scripture say or imply about the uniqueness of the 
atonement? 
a. Romans 6:9–10
b. Hebrews 7:26–27
c. Hebrews 9:27–28
d. Hebrews 10:10–12
e. 1 Peter 3:18
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4.  The extent of the atonement has been one of the most controversial questions in 
theology. It is important to understand that our answer to the question of the extent 
of the atonement depends on how we understand the nature of the atonement. The 
crucial question we must ask is this: did Jesus die in order to save sinners, or did He 
die to make salvation possible? Read the following texts of Scripture. What do they 
say was the purpose of the atoning death of Christ?
a. Matthew 1:21
b. Matthew 18:11
c. Romans 5:10
d. 1 Timothy 1:15
e. 1 John 4:10

5. Do any texts of Scripture teach that Christ died to make salvation possible rather 
than actual? Do any teach that He died to make propitiation, reconciliation, 
redemption, or expiation possible rather than actual?

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Explain the function of the New Testament Epistles as interpretive documents. Why 
do we need inspired interpretations of historical events such as Christ’s death on the 
cross?

2. Explain the Hebrew understanding of blessing and curse. Provide scriptural sup-
port. How does an understanding of these Hebrew concepts shed light on the 
atoning work of Christ?

3. Why was the atonement necessary according to Scripture? What was the nature of 
Christ’s atonement? In other words, what did His atoning death accomplish?

4. Is it consistent to hold to the orthodox Christian doctrine of a substitutionary 
atonement and the doctrine of unlimited atonement at the same time? Can we 
believe that Christ died as a substitutionary sacrifice that effectually accomplished 
salvation, redemption, and reconciliation for every individual without also becom-
ing universalists? 

5. If Christ’s atoning death actually accomplished propitiation, reconciliation, 
redemption, and expiation for those for whom He died, and if Christ also died 
for every individual, then who will ultimately be reconciled and redeemed to 
God? If Christ’s atoning death actually accomplished propitiation, reconciliation, 
redemption, and expiation for those for whom He died, and if only His people are 
redeemed and reconciled, then for whom did Christ die?

APPliCATion

1.  Have you personally contemplated the cross of Christ and the atonement of Christ? 
Have you thought about what it means for you as a believer—if you are a believer? 
Take time to think about this if you have never done so.

2. Meditate on Galatians 3:13. Consider what this verse means for you. Think about 
what it means to be redeemed from the curse of the law. 
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3. Have you wrestled with any of the theological questions surrounding the nature and 
extent of the atonement? Has this lesson strengthened or challenged the position you 
hold? In what ways?

For FUrTher STUDy

Hodge, A.A., The Atonement

Murray, John, Redemption Accomplished and Applied

Sproul, R.C., The Truth of the Cross
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13

Covenant Renewals 

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

One of the more important aspects of the drama of redemption that is often overlooked in 
our day is the concept of covenant renewal. The Mosaic covenant provided for renewal, 
and it was renewed numerous times in the Old Testament. In this lesson, Dr. Sproul 
explains this concept of covenant renewal and shows how it continues within the context 
of new covenant worship. 

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to explain the concept of covenant renewal
2. To be able to provide scriptural examples of covenant renewal in the Old 

Testament
3. To understand and be able to explain the place of covenant renewal within the new 

covenant

QUoTATionS
Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the 
gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if 
it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

—Joshua 24:14–15

If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm and 
consume you, after having done you good.

—Joshua 24:20
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leCTUre oUTline

A. Many people are familiar with the quote “As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord,” but few are familiar with the biblical significance of its context.

1. One of the elements of ancient covenants was the provision for ceremonies of cov-
enant renewal—covenant-renewal ceremonies.

2. At the end of Moses’ life, he gathered the people to renew their pledge to the terms 
of the covenant.

3. Additionally, in a dynastic-succession celebration, leadership passed from one  
generation to the next—from Moses to Joshua. 

4. The Promised Land remained to be conquered, but that task would not fall to Moses.
5. The entire book of Joshua rehearses the history of the conquest of Canaan. 
6. At the end of the book of Joshua, another episode of covenant renewal took place 

at Shechem.

B. We begin leading up to the covenant-renewal ceremony with Joshua 21.

1. In verses 43–45, we read these words: “Thus the Lord gave to Israel all the land that 
he swore to give to their fathers. And they took possession of it, and they settled there. 
And the Lord gave them rest on every side just as he had sworn to their fathers. Not 
one of all their enemies had withstood them, for the Lord had given all their enemies 
into their hands. Not one word of all the good promises that the Lord had made to 
the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass.” 

2.  These verses are saying: “The land is ours! We now possess the land that God 
promised to Abraham.”

3. The beginning of Joshua 23 tells of the events leading up to the covenant-renewal 
ceremony.

4. In verses 1–14, Joshua gathers the leaders around, reminds them of all the Lord 
has done for them, tells them not to deviate from the covenant stipulations, then 
announces that he is soon to die.

5. In verse 14, he says, “And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you 
know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one word has failed of all the 
good things that the Lord your God promised concerning you. All have come to 
pass for you; not one of them has failed.”

6. Basically, Joshua was reminding the people that God is a covenant-keeper; His 
promises can be trusted.

7. We have to understand that the promises God made to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Moses took centuries to come to pass.

8. We are used to people, including ourselves, breaking promises, but we have to 
remember that even if God tarries, His Word will not fail.

C. “Dynastic succession” is when authority is passed down from one person to the next.

1. A fascinating instance of this kind of succession occurs in the New Testament.
2. It is no accident that the longest discourse on the person and work of the Holy 

Spirit is found in the Upper Room Discourse, delivered on the night Jesus was 
betrayed and when He instituted the new covenant. 
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3. Jesus announced that He would be leaving, but He said that another will be sent 
who will be in the disciples’ midst.

4. When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we are attending a covenant-renewal cer-
emony, and we are remembering how Jesus turned the leadership of the church on 
earth over to the Holy Spirit.

D. Joshua 24 records Joshua gathering all the tribes together at Shechem. 

1. First, he gives a long prologue, bringing the people up to date on what God has 
done.

2. In verse 14, he gives them a charge: “‘Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in 
sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the 
River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.”’

3. He continues, “‘And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day 
whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond 
the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.”’

4. Joshua was challenging the people to fear the Lord and to renew their commitment 
to the covenant that God had made with them in the past.

5. The people echoed Joshua and made a public commitment with a sworn oath  
and vow.

6. Unfortunately, the covenant renewal was hardly over before the people began gradu-
ally embracing the paganism of that day and going after other gods.

7. Scripture warns us on every page that it’s easy to make a profession of faith and 
then turn away because of a failure to come to grips with what it means to be a 
child of God. 

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. When Joshua called the people together at Shechem, reminded them of what 
God had done, and urged them to serve the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, he 
was engaged in __________________________.
a. A dynastic-succession ceremony
b. A covenant-renewal ceremony
c. A covenant-reconsideration ceremony
d. A dynamic covenant-avowal ceremony

2. When Moses passed the mantle of leadership down to Joshua, what kind of cere-
mony was taking place?
a. A dynastic-succession ceremony
b. A dynamic covenant-avowal ceremony
c. A covenant-renewal ceremony
d. A dynastic-inauguration ceremony
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3. Which book of the Old Testament is an account of the conquest of Canaan by the 
Israelites?
a. Deuteronomy
b. Joshua
c. Judges
d. 1 Kings

4.  At the end of the book of Joshua, the covenant is renewed at __________________________. 
a. Gerizim
b. Jericho
c. Shechem
d. Jerusalem

5. In Joshua 21:43–45, we are told that God had, at that point in history, given Israel 
__________________________ that He had promised to give them.
a. All of the land
b. Most of the land
c. A portion of the land
d. None of the land

6. The longest discourse on the person and work of the Holy Spirit in the Bible is 
found in the __________________________ on the night Jesus was betrayed and when He insti-
tuted the new covenant.
a. Miraculous Healing Discourse
b. Bread of Life Discourse
c. Olivet Discourse
d. Upper Room Discourse

7. When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we are attending a __________________________. 
a. Transubstantiation ceremony
b. Covenant-renewal ceremony
c. Covenant-avowal ceremony 
d. Covenant-reconsideration ceremony

8. Scripture warns us on every page that it’s easy to __________________________.
a. Be perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect
b. Battle the world, the flesh, and the devil
c. Make a profession of faith without possessing faith
d. Be a Christian
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BiBle STUDy

1. Read Deuteronomy 29–31. Outline the main topical divisions in these chapters. How 
does the covenant-renewal ceremony proceed? Why is Deuteronomy 29:14–15 espe-
cially significant?

2. Study the land promises that God made to Abraham in Genesis 12:7, 15:18, and 
17:8. Carefully read Joshua 21:43–45. What is the status of these promises, 
according to Joshua? 

3. What events does Joshua 23 record as leading up to the covenant-renewal cer-
emony at Shechem? 

4.  Read Joshua 24:1–28. Outline the main structural divisions in the discourse of the 
covenant renewal. What is the significance of Joshua’s pronouncement in verses 
19–20 and the people’s response in verse 21? 

5. Read through the Upper Room Discourse in John 14–16. How do Jesus’ pro-
nouncements about the Holy Spirit parallel the leadership-succession narratives 
in passages such as Deuteronomy 31:1–8? 

6. Examine the accounts of the institution of the Lord’s Supper in Matthew 26:17–30, 
Mark 14:12–26, and Luke 22:7–23. How do these texts indicate that the Lord’s Supper 
is a covenant-renewal ceremony in which we participate? 

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Explain the concept of covenant renewal and provide examples from Scripture of 
covenant-renewal ceremonies.

2. The system of biblical interpretation known as dispensationalism bases many of 
its expectations on the belief that the Abrahamic land promises have never been 
entirely fulfilled. Does Joshua 21:43–45 allow for such an interpretation? Why or 
why not?

3. What does it mean for the church to realize that the Holy Spirit was sent as Jesus’ 
successor? 

4. In what ways is our understanding of the Lord’s Supper enhanced by realizing its nature 
as a covenant-renewal ceremony? What should this mean for our practical observation 
of the sacrament?

APPliCATion

1.  Have you ever made a hasty vow or promise that you were unable to keep because 
you did not count the cost? How can you avoid such actions in the future?

2. Has this lesson changed your perspective on the role of covenants in the Christian 
life? How?

3. In what ways has this lesson changed your perception of the Lord’s Supper? Will 
you be thinking of the significance of covenant renewal the next time you partici-
pate in this sacrament?

For FUrTher STUDy

Robertson, O. Palmer, The Christ of the Covenants
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14

david’s House 

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

During the reign of King David, a new chapter in the history of redemption began to 
unfold. Having consolidated the Holy Land and built a palace in the new capital city 
of Jerusalem, David decided to build a “house” for God—a magnificent temple. God, 
however, had different plans. He told David, “You will not build a house for Me. I 
will build a house for you.” In this lesson, Dr. Sproul explains the significance of this 
Davidic covenant in the drama of redemption. 

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to summarize the primary features of the Davidic covenant
2. To understand the initial fulfillment of the promise God made to David
3. To be able to explain how the Davidic covenant finds its ultimate fulfillment in 

Jesus Christ

QUoTATionS

“Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. When your 
days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after 
you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a 
house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”

—2 Samuel 7:11b–13

Just as the Levitical priesthood anticipated the abiding priesthood of Jesus Christ; just 
as Moses and the school of the prophets anticipated the prophet par excellence; so David 
and his throne anticipated the beneficent reign of the coming Messiah.

—O. Palmer Robertson
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leCTUre oUTline

A. In 2 Samuel 7, we reach a new turning point in the drama of redemption.

1. David had consolidated his position as king over Israel.
2. The Lord had given him rest from his enemies.
3. David began to consider the magnificence of his cedar palace and thought about 

the ark of God dwelling inside tent curtains. 
4. David decided to build a great temple for God.
5. Nathan the prophet agreed that the plan should be enacted.

B. A change of plans occurred, however, when God gives Nathan a message for David.

1. God reminded David of all that He has done for him. 
2.  God told David that He would build a house for David.
3. God made a unilateral, unconditional covenant with David.
4. God promised that David’s kingdom and throne would be established forever.

C. The Davidic covenant has both an initial fulfillment and an ultimate fulfillment.

1. The promise was initially made regarding David’s son Solomon.
2. God also promised that the throne of David would be an eternal kingdom, but 

many in Israel later believed that this promise had failed. 
3. A short time after Solomon’s kingdom was divided, the Davidic kingship was in ruins.
4. The prophet Amos announced that someday God would restore the fallen booth  

of David.

D. Reconstruction of the Davidic house began in Bethlehem, when Jesus was born.

1. As John tells us, “The Word . . . dwelt among us.”
2. The word translated “dwelt” means “tabernacled” or “tented.”
3. The Lord has pitched His tent in our midst again.
4. God began to build a permanent house with a permanent King in a kingdom that will 

last forever.
5. Every promise of every covenant in the Old Testament reached the pinnacle of its 

fulfillment in the coming of Christ.
6. God builds His house in the kingdom of Christ. 

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. In what chapter of Scripture do we find the Davidic covenant?
a. 1 Samuel 7
b. 2 Samuel 7
c. 1 Kings 7
d. 2 Chronicles 7
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2. What was the name of the prophet with whom David shares his plan for a temple?
a. Nathan
b. Amos
c. Nahum
d. Daniel

3. What was God’s response to David’s plan to build a house for Him?
a. God punishes David for originating the plan.
b. God ignores the plan.
c. God approves the plan.
d. God changes the plan.

4.  What kind of covenant is the Davidic covenant? 
a. A bilateral covenant
b. An unconditional covenant
c. A conditional covenant
d. A recapitulation covenant

5. The promise of the Davidic covenant was initially made regarding whom?
a. Jesus
b. Nathan
c. Solomon
d. Rehoboam and Jeroboam

6. Which prophet announced that God someday would restore the fallen booth of 
David?
a. Amos
b. Nathan
c. Samuel
d. Elijah

7. When did reconstruction of the fallen house of David begin? 
a. When Solomon was born
b. When Jesus was born
c. When David died
d. During the Babylonian captivity

8. God is building His house in __________________________.
a. Accordance with His backup plan
b. The future
c. The United States
d. The kingdom of Christ
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BiBle STUDy

1. Read 2 Samuel 7:1–29 and the parallel passage in 1 Chronicles 17, and outline the main 
aspects of the Davidic covenant.

2. What do 2 Samuel 23:5 and Psalm 89:3 tell us about the promises made by God to 
David in 2 Samuel 7?

3. What hints are there in the text of 2 Samuel 7 that the promise will ultimately be 
fulfilled in the person of a divine King? 

4.  How do the following passages of Scripture illuminate the role of the king as 
covenant mediator? 
a. 2 Samuel 5:3
b. 2 Kings 23:1–3
c. Jeremiah 34:8

5. How do the following passages identify the throne of David in Israel? 
a. 1 Chronicles 29:23
b. 2 Chronicles 9:8

6. Read Acts 2:22–36. How does Peter demonstrate in this passage that Jesus Christ 
is the ultimate fulfillment of the Davidic covenant? 

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Explain the primary elements and features of the Davidic covenant.
2. How was the promise to David initially fulfilled? How was it ultimately fulfilled 

in Christ? Provide scriptural support for your answers. 
3. How does the Davidic covenant relate to the previous covenants we have studied? 

In what ways does it expand upon previous promises? What elements are com-
pletely new? 

4. The most prevalent form of dispensationalism teaches that the Davidic covenant 
has not yet been fulfilled by Christ because Christ has yet to sit on David’s throne. 
In light of passages such as 1 Chronicles 29:23; 2 Chronicles 9:8, and Acts 2:22–36 
(esp. vv. 30–31), how would you respond to this teaching?

APPliCATion

1.  What can we as individuals and churches learn from God’s reaction to David’s 
original plan to build a great temple? 

2. How can you apply what you have learned from David’s response to God in  
2 Samuel 7:18–29? 

3. Has this lesson challenged or strengthened your understanding of Christ’s role as 
King of kings? How?

4. Consider what it means for Christ to be the ultimate fulfillment of all the Old 
Testament promises and covenants. How should that understanding influence your 
Christian life? Your prayers? Your ministry?

For FUrTher STUDy

Robertson, O. Palmer, The Christ of the Covenants, pp. 229–69
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15

the Passing  
of God’s Wrath 

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

Many Christians approach Christianity as if it were a brand-new religion. They fail 
to consider seriously the dimensions of continuity between the old covenant and the 
new covenant. It is vitally important for believers to understand both the discontinu-
ities and the continuities between the old and the new. In this final lesson, Dr. Sproul 
traces some of these lines of relationship between the covenant promises of the Old 
Testament and their fulfillment in Christ. 

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to cite some examples of continuity and discontinuity between the Old 
and New Testaments

2. To be able to explain the relationship between the invisible church and the visible 
church

3. To be able to explain the significance of establishing the Lord’s Supper during the 
Passover

QUoTATionS

For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we 
utter our Amen to God for his glory.

—2 Corinthians 1:20

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard 
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 
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their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, nei-
ther shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.

—Revelation 21:1-4

leCTUre oUTline

A. There is something “new” about the New Testament, and so there is an element of 
discontinuity between the testaments.

1. Unfortunately, there is a dangerous tendency today to think of Christianity as if it 
were a brand-new religion, completely unrelated to what went before.

2. Although there are elements of discontinuity, there is a much greater dimension of 
continuity between the old covenant and the new covenant.

3. We see this when we observe how the people of the New Testament carried on the 
traditions of the Old Testament but filled them with new meaning.
a. The sign of the covenant in the Old Testament was circumcision; the sign 

of the covenant in the New Testament is baptism.
b. The most important feast or festival in the Old Testament was Passover;  

the most important festival in the New Testament is the Lord’s Supper.

B. The Apostle Paul makes some important observations in Romans 2–3.

1. In 2:17–24, he points out that violation of the law by those who claim the law is 
causing the Gentiles to blaspheme God. 

2.  Paul reaches the climax of his argument in 2:28–29: “For no one is a Jew who is 
merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. But a Jew is one 
inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. 
His praise is not from man but from God.”

3. Paul was addressing one of the hottest issues of his day by telling the Jews that the 
external sign of the covenant does not guarantee the possession of the covenant, 
and he warned people against thinking that they are saved just because they had 
been circumcised.

4. The same kind of attitude occurs today when people think they are automatically 
in a state of grace because they have been baptized.

5. In 3:1, Paul raises a question in anticipation of an objection: “Then what advantage has 
the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision?”

6. He answers his own question by saying, “Much in every way.”
7. The chief advantage the Jews have, according to Paul, is that to them were 

entrusted the oracles of God—the Word of God.
8. When Augustine taught on the doctrine of the church, he said that the church 

must always be considered to be a mixed body composed of wheat and tares.
9. Augustine said that there is an invisible church and a visible church, and although the 

invisible church exists primarily and substantively in the visible church, the two can-
not be equated.
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10. Believers are called to be part of the visible church because the visible church is 
where the means of grace are found, and it is to the visible church that the duty of 
preaching and teaching the Word has been given.

C. What about the Lord’s Supper?

1. Jesus and the Apostles went to the Upper Room for the express purpose of 
celebrating the Passover.

2. God instituted the Passover after bringing nine plagues upon Egypt (Ex. 7–10). 
3. He announced that when He passed through Egypt, the firstborn of all in the land 

would die (Ex. 12:12).
4. But God told Israel that He would “pass over” every house that was marked with 

the blood of a lamb on its doorposts.
5. The Jews celebrated this ceremony every year to remember the protection they 

received as God’s wrath passed over them.
6. Many in the Christian community have forgotten that the Lord’s Supper was estab-

lished in the middle of a Passover ceremony.
7. The people of God today do not simply celebrate having God’s wrath in this mortal 

life pass over us; we celebrate the truth that because we have been covered with 
the blood of the Lamb, God’s wrath in eternal judgment has passed over us. 

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. What was the sign of the Abrahamic covenant?
a. Circumcision
b. Passover
c. Baptism
d. The rainbow

2. What is the sign of the new covenant?
a. The Lord’s Supper
b. Celibacy
c. Baptism
d. Faith

3. What was the most important feast or festival in the Old Testament in the mind 
of the Jews?
a. The Feast of Purim
b. The Feast of Lights or Hanukkah
c. The Passover Feast
d. The Feast of Trumpets
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4.  What is the most important feast in the new covenant? 
a. The Thanksgiving Feast
b. The Lord’s Supper
c. The Passover Feast
d. The Feast of Lights

5. In Romans 3:1, Paul asks, “Then what advantage has the Jew?” What does he say 
is the Jew’s chief advantage?
a. The Jew has no advantage.
b. The Jew has the advantage of being a physical descendant of Abraham.
c. The Jew has the advantage of being circumcised.
d. The Jew has been entrusted with the oracles of God.

6. According to Augustine, the church should be considered what kind of body?
a. A pure body
b. A mixed body
c. An evil body
d. An immaterial body

7. According to Augustine, what is the relationship between the visible church and 
the invisible church?  
a. Although the invisible church exists primarily and substantively in the  

visible church, the two cannot be equated.
b. The invisible church must be strictly equated with the visible church.
c. The visible church exists primarily and substantively within the invisible  

church, but some of the visible church exists outside of the invisible church.
d. There is no significant overlap between the visible church and the invisible 

church.

8. Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper during the celebration of what feast?
a. Hanukkah
b. Passover
c. Pentecost
d. Purim

BiBle STUDy

1. Read the account of the institution of the Passover in Exodus 12. Outline the main 
sequence of events and instructions. 

2. Examine the synoptic accounts of the institution of the Lord’s Supper in Mat-
thew 26:17–30, Mark 14:12–26, and Luke 22:7–23. What light is shed on these 
passages when the Passover context is taken into consideration? 

3. Examine Colossians 2:11–12. What relationship does Paul draw between baptism 
and circumcision?  
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4.  How is the Adamic covenant fulfilled in Christ, according to Paul in Romans 
5:12–19? 

5. How does Galatians 3:15–29 illustrate the fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant 
in Christ? 

6. What do the following passages say regarding Jesus’ fulfillment of the Mosaic 
covenant? 
a. Matthew 5:17–19
b. Hebrews 10:1–16

7. How does Peter say that the Davidic covenant is fulfilled by Christ in Acts 2:14–
39 (esp. vv. 30–31)? 

8. What does Hebrews 8 teach us about the new covenant? Has it already been 
inaugurated? 

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS
1.  Is the relationship between the Old Testament and the New Testament 

primarily one of continuity or one of discontinuity? Explain.
2. What is the relationship between the invisible church and the visible church? How 

important is it to maintain a proper understanding of these concepts? Why?
3. What is the significance of the institution of the Lord’s Supper during the Feast of 

Passover? How should this affect our view of the Lord’s Supper today? 
4. How has this course, The Drama of Redemption, strengthened or challenged your 

views of the structure of Scripture?

APPliCATion

1.  Have you personally considered what it means for you to be a representative of 
Jesus Christ in this world? Do you ever forget that your words and actions can 
cause people to blaspheme God? How has this lesson affected your perception of 
this truth?

2. Have you ever thought that you were saved because of some outward ceremony? 
Why is that a dangerous attitude to have?

3. The next time you participate in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, consider the 
Passover context of its institution. Consider the meaning of God’s eternal wrath 
passing over you rather than condemning you.

4. Dedicate yourself anew to a study of the scriptural history of redemption. As you 
read Scripture, take note of the threads woven throughout that tie the entire Bible 
together in Christ.
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