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All Scripture is Profitable

MeSSage introduCtion

In the West, Christians have greater access to the Bible today than at any other time 
in history. Most believers in the United States own several printed copies of the Bible 
and also have the ability to read it on a myriad of electronic devices. It is both tragic 
and ironic, then, that multitudes of professing Christians do not read or study their 
Bibles consistently. Biblical literacy in the West is at its lowest point in centuries. 
Even among those who do read the Bible, large portions of it remain uncharted terri-
tory. In this message, Dr. R.C. Sproul Jr. will discuss one of God’s promises that many 
Christians struggle to believe, that all Scripture is profitable.

SCripture reading

2 Timothy 3:16-17

teaChing obJeCtiveS

1. To discuss the issue of unbelief among Christians.

2. To describe the role of belief and unbelief in spiritual warfare.

3. To examine the teaching in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 that all of Scripture is profitable.

4. To encourage Christians to know the Bible well and to stand confidently upon 
God’s promises.

Quotation

The Scripture contains a perfect rule of a good and happy life. When [Paul] says this, he 
means that it is corrupted by sinful abuse when this usefulness is not sought. And thus 
he indirectly censures those unprincipled men who fed the people with vain speculations 
as with wind. For this reason we may in the present day condemn all who, disregard-
ing edification, agitate questions which, though they are ingenious, are also useless. 
Whenever ingenious trifles of that kind are brought forward, they must be warded off by 
this shield, that Scripture is profitable.

–John Calvin
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leCture outline

I. The Root of the Problem

a. It is easy for Christians to become discouraged by the present state of affairs.
i. Culturally speaking, the West appears to be in a state of decline.
ii. Churches are having less of an impact on the world around them.
iii. Christians seem to be growing more worldly.

B. When Christians assess the condition of the church and the world today, they often 
ask when things began to go wrong.
i. Some note the rise of eighteenth-century theological liberalism in the 

church.
ii. Others point to the removal of prayer from public schools.
iii. Many blame the rise of Darwinism in the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries.
C. Yet, to understand the origin of today’s problems, it is necessary to look back to the 

fall of humanity in the garden of Eden.
i. God gave instructions to adam and Eve about how they were to live.
ii. The serpent came along and introduced the question “Has God indeed 

said?” (Genesis 3:1).
iii. The devil wants God’s people to doubt the truthfulness of what God has 

said.
iv. When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, the devil questioned the 

Father’s pronouncement that Jesus was the Son of God (Luke 4:3).
D. God’s desire is that His people would believe Him.

i. Christians affirm that the Bible is true, but they often struggle to believe 
many of the things it teaches.

ii. This series will consider twelve biblical promises and why we struggle to 
believe them.

II. Ignorance and Unbelief

a. “all Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
i. Sadly, Christians do not usually see this text as a promise from God.
ii. Instead, this text is normally used only as a proof text for the doctrine of 

the inerrancy of Scripture.
B. This passage teaches more than simply that the Bible is without error.

i. The devil doesn’t mind if Christians believe that the Bible is true as long 
as they don’t know what it says.

ii. Sadly, many Christians who passionately defend the doctrine of iner-
rancy do not gain spiritual nourishment from the inerrant Word that they 
defend.

C. The human problem is not just an intellectual problem, but a moral problem.
i. 2 Timothy 3:2-5 lists a variety of sinful activities and behaviors.
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ii. These sins do not spring from ignorance, but from immoral desires.
D. The solution to the problem is therefore not to learn more, but to believe more.

III. God’s Promises in 2 Timothy 3:16-17

a. all Scripture is given by inspiration of God.
i. The Person who made us and ordained our circumstances has given us a 

guide book.
ii. He understands our problems and struggles, and He has given us the 

words that we need to experience abundant life.
B. all Scripture is profitable for doctrine.

i. This is not a book that is useful to some people but not to others.
ii. God’s instructions are pertinent to our interests and experiences.
iii. The Bible gives us sound teaching about God, ourselves, and the spiritual 

realities that characterize our lives.
C. all Scripture is profitable for reproof, correction, and training in righteousness.

i. The Bible addresses moral problems as well as intellectual problems.
ii. God’s Word rebukes the human tendency toward unbridled love of self.
iii. Scripture corrects love of money, pride, blasphemy, disobedience, ingrati-

tude, and unholiness.

IV. The Value of all of Scripture

a. Our human tendency is to distinguish between parts of the Bible that are profitable 
to us and other parts that are not.
i. It can be tempting to say that the Old Testament is outdated and no longer 

profitable for Christians.
ii. It can be tempting to marginalize difficult books like Revelation and view 

the study of eschatology as optional.
iii. It can be tempting to disregard passages of the Bible that are unpopular, 

controversial, or countercultural.
iv. Yet, because God has given all of Scripture to the church, even the 

more difficult and obscure passages deserve to be studied and used by 
Christians.

B. Our human tendency is to lose sight of God’s mercy, grace, and goodness.
i. Many of God’s promises are so rich and so shocking that we find them dif-

ficult to accept.
ii. We sometimes qualify or limit God’s promises because we see them as 

embarrassingly unrealistic.
C. The reality is that we have a prodigal Father who is overflowing with abundance, 

who makes shocking promises, and who fulfills those promises.
i. We fail to believe that God will make us like His Son.
ii. God reminds us of the telos, the glorious end goal, that He is remaking us 

after the image of Jesus (Romans 8:29).
iii. as we consider God’s promises, He invites us to cultivate a spirit that rec-

ognizes, looks for, and rejoices in His overarching grace in our lives.



6  believing god

Study QueStionS

1. When Christians look at the problems that exist in the contemporary world, they 
frequently wonder when things began to go wrong.
a. True.
b. False.

2. How far back do we need to look in order to understand the source of today’s 
problems?
a. The secularization of Western society
b. The serpent in the Garden
c. The Industrial Revolution
d. The eighteenth-century Enlightenment

3. The devil does not mind if Christians believe the Bible to be inerrant as long as 
they remain ignorant of its contents.
a. True
b. False

4. according to 2 Timothy 3:16, all Scripture is useful for doctrine, reproof, correc-
tion, and training in ______________.
a. apologetics
b. Knowledge
c. Righteousness
d. analytical thought

5. all of the following except ______________ are natural human tendencies regarding 
the study of the Bible.
a. The tendency to marginalize the books of the Bible that are most difficult to 

understand
b. The tendency to disregard parts of the Bible that are unpopular or contro-

versial
c. The tendency to distinguish between parts of Scripture that are profitable 

and parts of Scripture that are not
d. The tendency to read all of the Bible reverently and on a regular basis

bible Study and diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. What answers do Christians often provide to the question “Where did it all go 
wrong?” Why is Dr. Sproul’s answer to this question significant?

2. In what ways does the devil try to prevent Christians from believing God? How 
might the devil be pleased even when Christians believe in biblical inerrancy and 
proclaim a high view of Scripture?
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3. Dr. Sproul concludes that “our problem is not with what we don’t know, which 
means the solution isn’t necessarily to learn more, but to believe more.” Do you 
agree? How would you respond to this statement?

4. In what ways do you sometimes struggle to believe God? Why is this so? What 
would it take for you to believe God in this area?

For Further reading

Nichols, Stephen. Welcome to the Story: Reading, Loving, and Living God’s Word.
Owen, John. Biblical Theology.
Sproul, R.C. Knowing Scripture.
Sproul, R.C. What’s in the Bible?
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Our Heavenly Father Loves us

MeSSage introduCtion

One of the beliefs distinguishing Christianity from other religions is the affirmation 
that God is both a just Judge and a loving Father. Many belief systems focus exclu-
sively on God’s justice and might, depicting a deity that relates to people only through 
legalistic demands and wrathful punishment. On the other extreme, it is also popular 
to present a deity who is the paragon of love and acceptance, but who lacks the tran-
scendent majesty and holiness of the God of Scripture. The Bible, however, proclaims 
the good news that God’s righteous requirements have been satisfied in Jesus Christ, 
and God relates to His forgiven people as a Father who is both uncompromisingly 
holy and outrageously loving.

SCripture reading

1 John 3:1

teaChing obJeCtiveS

1. To explain the promise in 1 John 3:1 that our Heavenly Father loves us.
2. To discuss some of the reasons why we find it difficult to believe that God loves us 

as His children.
3. To describe what it means to be an adopted child of God.
4. To encourage Christians to live boldly and joyfully as God’s sons and daughters.

Quotation

It is wonderful condescending love of the eternal Father, that such as we should be made 
and called his sons—we who by nature are heirs of sin and guilt and the curse of God—we 
who by practice are children of corruption, disobedience, and ingratitude! Strange, that 
the holy God is not ashamed to be called our Father and to call us his sons!

–Matthew Henry
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leCture outline

I. More Pious than God

a. Interestingly, fallen human nature sometimes manifests itself in the attempt to 
exceed God in piety.

B. Eve was the first person to do this (Genesis 3:2-3).
i. The serpent asked whether God had forbidden adam and Eve to eat of 

any of the trees in the garden.
ii. Eve replied that only the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was for-

bidden; if they ate of it or touched it, they would surely die.
iii. However, God never actually said that they could not touch the fruit.

C. Humans have a tendency to add to God’s law.
i. We take what God has established and intensify its requirements by 

including additional commands.
ii. Sometimes we act more pious than God by requiring ourselves to tithe far 

above the ten percent found in Scripture.
iii. at other times we may act more pious than God by denying His grace in 

our lives.
iv. Even when we ask for God’s forgiveness, we don’t always believe that He 

has forgiven us.

II. The abundant Love of God

a. “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be 
called children of God!” (1 John 3:1a).
i. If we do not try to bury the brightness of the glory of this promise, we will 

be blinded by it.
ii. This verse does not say, “Behold what manner of being we are, that we are 

worthy to be called the children of God.”
1. We are not called God’s children because of how great we are, but 

because of how gracious He is.
2. We become God’s children, not because of our goodness, but because of 

the depths of His love.
B. It can be difficult for us to believe or accept the fact that God loves us.

i. Though we acknowledge that God has forgiven our sins, we may hesitate 
to believe that He actually loves us.

ii. When we envision God as a just Judge, we often forget that He is also a 
loving Father.

iii. We may use God’s transcendence as a pretext to dismiss the idea that He 
experiences love as an emotion as well as an action.

iv. We also try to dodge the reality of God’s love by claiming that He loves 
Jesus in us, rather than loving us.

v. Even though it is difficult, we ought to labor faithfully to bring our minds and 
hearts to terms with the truth that God truly and emotionally loves us.

vi. God demonstrates His love for us by bringing us into His family.
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III. The Confidence of Being a Child of God

a. We can be confident that God truly loves us.
i. He loves us because we are His children.
ii. We are His children because He loves us.

B. We can be confident that God’s love is unchangeable.
i. God’s love is not a seasonal romance.
ii. Even when we experience God’s discipline, He still loves us.

C. We can be confident that we will receive an inheritance worthy of God’s children.
i. Those who follow Christ will inherit the earth (Matthew 5:5).
ii. The earth and all that is within it belong to God (Psalm 24:1).
iii. God is the maker and owner of all good things.
iv. along with this inheritance, we will also be made like Jesus Christ.
v. If we truly began to believe that we are God’s beloved children and heirs, 

our lives would be changed; we would know peace and confidence in all 
circumstances.

Study QueStionS

1. Christians sometimes attempt to act more pious than God by adding to God’s 
law.
a. True.
b. False.

2. Christians are adopted as God’s children because ______________.
a. They are easier to love than other people
b. God graciously loves them
c. They are worthy of being included in God’s family
d. He is obliged to honor this reward to all who believe in Jesus

3. Dr. Sproul mentions all of the following except ______________ as reasons why it 
can be difficult for us to accept God’s love.
a. We say that God loves Jesus in us, not us ourselves.
b. We think of God as transcendent, not having emotions like ours.
c. We sometimes tend to think of God exclusively as a just Judge.
d. We doubt that God’s love is worth receiving.

4. The privilege of being adopted by God comes with the warning that disobedient 
children may lose His love.
a. True
b. False
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5. What is included in the inheritance that God’s children receive?
a. The earth and all good things within it
b. Sanctification, being made like Jesus
c. Forgiveness of sins
d. Comfort and hope amidst all circumstances
e. all of the above
f. a and C only
g. B and C only

bible Study and diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. In your own life, what are some ways that you try to be more pious than God? as 
you search your heart, what do you think drives these efforts?

2. Is it easy or difficult for you to think of God as your father? Why is this so? What 
does the Bible say about God’s fatherly role?

3. What does it mean to be adopted as a child of God? How does this adoption come 
about? What privileges do we receive as sons and daughters of God?

4. How can an awareness of our inheritance in Christ change our response to the 
conflicts and challenges of this life? In what ways does knowledge of this inheri-
tance most impact you?

For Further reading

Beeke, Joel. Heirs with Christ: The Puritans on Adoption.
Ferguson, Sinclair. Children of the Living God.
Sproul, R.C. God’s Love: How the Infinite God Cares for His Children.
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Confession, Forgiveness  
& Cleansing

MeSSage introduCtion

Our understanding of how serious a problem is determines the kind of solution we 
will seek. For instance, a person who is experiencing an illness will often delay a visit 
to the doctor until he is convinced that he cannot recover on his own. Similarly, we 
must first come to realize our natural state of bondage to sin before we are able or will-
ing to seek forgiveness and healing from God. Today’s passage reminds us of our fallen 
nature, and it offers us the glorious hope of reconciliation with God in Jesus Christ.

SCripture reading

1 John 1:8-9

teaChing obJeCtiveS

1. To expose the sinful inclinations of every human heart.
2. To celebrate the promise in 1 John 1:9 that God is faithful and just to forgive our 

sins and cleanse us of all unrighteousness.
3. To discuss some of the reasons why we find it difficult to come to terms with our 

own sinfulness and with God’s abundant forgiveness.
4. To promote greater love and gratitude toward the Father in response to His faith-

fulness to Jesus Christ and to us.

Quotation

He who cannot find water in the sea is not more foolish than the man who cannot per-
ceive sin in his members. As the salt flavours every drop of the Atlantic, so does sin affect 
every atom of our nature. It is so sadly there, so abundantly there, that if you cannot 
detect it you are deceived.

–Charles Spurgeon
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leCture outline

I. The Inner Pelagian

a. Whether we’ve heard of Pelagius or not, we tend to be Pelagians at heart.
i. Pelagius was a British monk who lived during the late fourth and early 

fifth centuries.
ii. His notoriety began with his objection to a certain prayer of Saint 

augustine.
iii. Pelagius argued that it would be wrong for God to require anything of 

humans that they would not be able to attain by themselves.
B. To argue, as Pelagius did, that humanity has the inherent ability to obey all that 

God commands, is contrary to the teaching of Scripture.
i. This view undermines the doctrine of original sin.
ii. This view minimizes the impact of humanity’s fall into sin.
iii. This view denies the reality of total human depravity.

C. Even though we may outwardly acknowledge our sinful nature, we may not truly 
believe that the fall has affected us as drastically as it has.
i. We tend to think that we are basically pretty good.
ii. When we admit that we’re not worthy of God’s love, we often suppose 

that we only barely missed the mark.
iii. We lament that if we had been just a little better, we might have merited 

God’s love.
D. When the Pelagian says, “We are not worthy,” he cries out in despair.
E. When the augustinian says, “We are not worthy,” he cries out in joy.

i. The augustinian recognizes that he never could have been good enough 
to earn the Father’s love.

ii. Yet, the Father extends His love to humanity anyway.
iii. The augustinian understanding of total depravity recognizes both the 

severity of sin and the abundance of God’s grace.

II. The Severity of Sin

a. “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us”  
(1 John 1:8).
i. Those who claim to be without sin have no covering for their sin.
ii. Not only are they wrong, but they lack the indwelling of the spirit of 

truth.
B. Even when we do confess that we are sinners, we tend to diminish the scope and 

power of our sin.
i. We sometimes compare ourselves to others whom we consider to be more 

sinful than we are (Luke 18:11).
ii. We attempt to redefine God’s commandments so that our sins appear 

smaller in comparison to God’s standards.
C. When we truly understand the depths of our own sin, we are compelled to cry out 

to God for mercy (Luke 18:13).
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i. The parable of the Pharisee and the publican in Luke 18 is not the story of 
a bad guy who thinks he’s good and a good guy who only seems bad.

ii. Rather, it’s the story of an unrepentant bad guy and a repentant bad guy.
D. Repentance is both the entrance to the kingdom and the path that we tread inside 

the kingdom.
i. It is one thing to confess, “I was a sinner and needed forgiveness.”
ii. It is another thing to confess, “I am still a sinner in need of forgiveness.”
iii. as we continue to live in obedience and grow in grace, we continually 

need to repent of our sin and turn to Christ in faith.

III. The abundance of Grace

a. “If we confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
i. Just as we can outwardly acknowledge that we are sinners without 

actually believing it, we can commit the opposite error of outwardly 
acknowledging that we are forgiven without actually believing it.

ii. We say that we are justified by faith alone, but we may secretly think that 
God is only pleased with us when we don’t sin.

iii. When we continue to sin, we fear God’s anger.
B. Ultimately, we fail to believe that God forgives us because we fail to believe that 

God is faithful.
i. God is faithful to keep His promises to us.
ii. God is faithful to keep His promises to His Son.

C. We also forget that God is just.
i. God would not be just if He simply chose to overlook our sins.
ii. The good news is not that God forgot about our sins.
iii. Rather, the good news is that Christ took the punishment for our sins so 

that God can be both just and the justifier (Romans 3:26).
D. In His faithfulness and justice, God both forgives our sins and cleanses us from all 

unrighteousness.
i. The devil, who is our slanderer and accuser, attempts to remind us of our 

past sins and failures.
ii. In spite of our shortcomings, God is cleansing our wicked hearts and 

forming us into new creatures.
iii. When we despair over our sins, we need to remember the forgiveness and 

the cleansing that we have in Christ.
iv. God assured Joshua before the battle that Jericho had already been deliv-

ered into his hand (Joshua 6:2).
v. Similarly, when we wage war against the sin in our hearts we can be con-

fident that God’s victory has already been won.
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Study QueStionS

1. Contrary to augustine, Pelagius argued that human beings have the inherent 
capacity to ______________.
a. Do nothing apart from God’s regenerating work.
b. Obey all that God commands.
c. Inherit original sin without actually committing personal sins.
d. Renew their own totally depraved nature.

2. The augustinian view of human nature denies that people are inherently worthy 
of God’s acceptance.
a. True
b. False

3. Two ways that we try to ______________ are by comparing ourselves to others 
whom we consider to be more sinful and by redefining God’s holy standards.
a. Learn what sin is
b. Show remorse for our sins
c. Show others the extent of their sins
d. Diminish the scope and power of our sin

4. The good news proclaims that in Christ God has chosen to overlook the sins of 
His elect.
a. True
b. False

5. In 1 John 1:9, God promises ______________ to those who confess their sins.
a. Forgiveness and cleansing
b. Heavenly treasures
c. The Holy Spirit
d. Prosperity and long life

bible Study and diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. How did Pelagius and augustine differ in their understanding of human nature? 
What does the Bible say about human fallenness?

2. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul mentioned some ways in which we try to diminish or 
underplay the extent of our sin. How do you sometimes try to minimize your 
sinfulness?
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3. It is possible to acknowledge our sin outwardly without really believing that we 
are sinful. It is also possible to acknowledge that God has forgiven us without 
really believing that He looks upon us with favor. Which of these categories do 
you most often find yourself in? Why is this so?

4. Why is it that a just God can forgive your sins without compromising His just 
character? How do the Father’s promises to the Son assure us that we can receive 
His forgiveness?

For Further reading

Bunyan, John. Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners.
Burroughs, Jeremiah. The Evil of Evils.
Campbell, Iain. The Doctrine of Sin.
Edwards, Jonathan. Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.
Sproul, R.C. What Can I Do with My Guilt?



17

4

Wisdom for the Asking

MeSSage introduCtion

It is common knowledge that in today’s world of consumerism nothing is free. When 
we see something that looks like a good deal, we tend to think that it’s too good to be 
true. If a person gives something away, we tend to assume either that what is being 
given away is not very good or that we are being lured into some type of deception. 
Sadly, we also adopt this mindset in our relationship with God. Rather than freely 
receive good gifts from God, we try to earn them. as we examine James 1:5, we will 
see that God is eager to give spiritual blessings to those who ask.

SCripture reading

James 1:5

teaChing obJeCtiveS

1. To warn against the devil’s attempts to suppress the words of God.
2. To explain the promise in James 1:5 that God gives wisdom to those who ask.
3. To discuss the interplay between prayer and doubt when we ask God for things.
4. To celebrate the reality that God is pleased to grant wisdom to His children when 

they ask Him for it.

Quotation

About many things there might be doubt whether, if they were granted, they would be 
for our real welfare, and therefore there may be a doubt whether it would be consistent 
for God to bestow them; but there can be no such doubt about wisdom. That is always 
for our good; and we may be sure, therefore, that we shall obtain that, if the request be 
made with a right spirit.

–albert Barnes



18  believing god

leCture outline

I. The Diabolical art of Simultaneous Translation

a. It is natural for us to assume that our experiences reflect what is normal.
i. We often assume, whether correctly or not, that other people commit the 

same sins we do.
ii. This can sometimes lead us to think that certain sins are simply normal 

behavior.
iii. We may, then, come to think that it is normal to suppress, crush, or hide 

God’s promises instead of believing them.
B. Our disbelief in God’s promises is due in part to the diabolical art of simultaneous 

translation.
i. International meetings and events often include trained scholars who 

translate a speaker’s message into a different language while he or she is 
speaking.

ii. When we read the Bible, the devil often simultaneously translates God’s 
words into a different message that misses the point.

iii. although we may see and say the actual words of God, the devil turns 
them into something else that we consider to be more sensible, safe, or 
easy to swallow.

II. The Human approach to Wisdom

a. Dr. Sproul Jr. admits that he has often looked for wisdom in all the wrong places.
i. as a young man, he had a deep desire for wisdom.
ii. Because he was the child of a prominent theologian, he had access to 

uncommon learning opportunities.
iii. at different stages in his youth, he sought wisdom from a variety of 

sources, such as Sigmund Freud and rock groups.
B. He also admits that he has looked for wisdom for all the wrong reasons.

i. He did not want to grow in grace.
ii. He did not want to become more like Jesus.
iii. He did not want to be a more faithful servant to the kingdom.
iv. Instead, he wanted a reputation for being wise.

III. God’s approach to Wisdom

a. One of the clearest teachings about wisdom in the New Testament is found in the 
Epistle of James.

B. as the earthly half-brother of Jesus, James could have easily become prideful.
i. He grew up with Jesus and likely knew Him in ways that the twelve dis-

ciples did not.
ii. after he became a Christian, James eventually became the leader of the 

Jerusalem church and presided over the council mentioned in acts 15.
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C. Yet, James led with a spirit of humility.
i. James described himself as “a bond servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 

Christ” (James 1:1).
ii. James demonstrated that true wisdom is found in humility and in the fear 

of the Lord (Proverbs 1:7).
D. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and with-

out reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5).
i. When we read this verse, we are particularly vulnerable to the diabolical 

art of simultaneous translation.
ii. Dr. Sproul initially responded to this verse by consulting a variety of study 

tools to determine what it really meant.
iii. When he came to terms with the fact that this verse means exactly what 

it says, he became aware that he had been watering down many of the 
words and promises of God.

iv. The truth is that all we need to do is ask God for wisdom.

IV. Wisdom and Doubt

a. James 1:6 says that the person who asks God for wisdom must “ask in faith, with no 
doubting.”
i. It would be easy to view this as a limiting of God’s promise.
ii. When we try to use this verse to limit the promise, we demonstrate the 

kind of doubt that this verse warns against.
B. If a person struggles with doubt but still desires wisdom, that person must ask God 

to remove his or her doubts.
i. The generous God who gives wisdom to all without reproach can also 

strengthen the faith of His children.
ii. Like the man in Mark 9, we can cry out, “Lord, I believe; help my unbe-

lief!” (Mark 9:24).
C. Sometimes our doubts emerge when we begin to ask God for things.

i. God does not always answer our prayers the way that we desire.
ii. When this happens, we tend to question God’s sovereignty and goodness.
iii. Yet, it is for our good that He often withholds the things we want.
iv. If we ask for the things that God desires for us, He will give us what  

we ask.

V. asking for Wisdom

a. God wants His children to have wisdom.
i. Wisdom leads us to honor and fear Him.
ii. Wisdom helps us to grow in grace.
iii. Wisdom compels us to serve others.

B. God is delighted when His children ask Him for wisdom.
i. Human parents are pleased when their children ask for the good things 

that parents want them to have.
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ii. When Solomon became king, God invited him to ask for anything he 
wanted, and Solomon requested wisdom (1 Kings 3:3-9).

iii. God was pleased that Solomon desired wisdom, and He gave him abun-
dantly more than he had asked (1 Kings 3:10-14).

C. When we come before God seeking wisdom, our act of coming to Him is evidence 
that He has already begun to grant wisdom to us.
i. a wise person understands the incredible worth of wisdom.
ii. Wisdom is not just good; it is one of the best gifts that God gives us.
iii. When we ask our loving Father for the best, we can be confident that He 

will give to us liberally without finding fault.

Study QueStionS

1. When Dr. Sproul speaks about the diabolical art of simultaneous translation, he 
is referring to ______________.
a. Demonic plots to get different people to sin in the same way at the same 

time.
b. The corrupt diplomatic act of translating incorrectly in order to deceive 

those who speak different languages.
c. The devil’s act of changing God’s words into a different message that we 

perceive as more sensible, safe, or easy to swallow.
d. The theological fallacy of making contradictory claims about God within a 

single statement or argument.

2. James, the earthly half-brother of Jesus, later became the leader of the 
______________ church.
a. Jerusalem
b. Ephesian
c. Gentile
d. Underground

3. The Epistle of James limits God’s promise of wisdom when it says that one must 
ask without doubting.
a. True
b. False

4. Which of the following is not a spiritual benefit of wisdom?
a. Wisdom prompts us to serve others.
b. Wisdom will bring us wealth and honor.
c. Wisdom leads us to honor and fear God.
d. Wisdom helps us to grow in grace.
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5. When a person humbly asks God for wisdom, it is likely an indication that God 
has already begun to give that person wisdom.
a. True
b. False

bible Study and diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. What is wisdom? How might a Christian’s definition of wisdom be different from 
a non-Christian’s definition of wisdom?

2. Why is wisdom valuable? What does the Bible say about obtaining wisdom? How 
is a wise person distinct from a foolish person?

3. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul shared that he had been eager for wisdom, but for the 
wrong reasons. In what ways are you tempted to pursue admirable spiritual goals 
with improper motives?

4. Sometimes we hesitate to ask God for wisdom or other spiritual blessings. Why 
do you think this is? Yet, we are reminded that God is a loving Father who wants 
good things for His children. How can this knowledge change our attitude about 
asking God for things?

For Further reading

Challies, Tim. The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment.
Fesko, J.V. Where Wisdom is Found.
Ortlund, Raymond, Jr. Proverbs: Wisdom that Works.
Sproul, R.C. The Consequences of Ideas.
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Children Are a Heritage

MeSSage introduCtion

a biblical vision of parenting and childrearing is urgently needed in today’s world. 
Common assumptions about children tend to be unbalanced. Some people have naïve 
and unrealistic expectations about children, while others view them as unwanted 
burdens. Sadly, many parents attempt to rear their children without a Christ-
centered purpose, focusing exclusively on what makes the parent or the child happy. 
By reminding us that children are a heritage from the Lord, today’s passage affirms 
that sons and daughters are both a blessing and a sacred trust that parents are called 
to steward for the glory of God.

SCripture reading

Psalm 127:3-5

teaChing obJeCtiveS

1. To echo the promise in Psalm 127 that children are a heritage from God.
2. To discuss and evaluate reasons why we struggle with this promise.
3. To explain God’s design for childrearing to be a joy and a privilege.
4. To promote a vision of parenting motivated by a desire to impact the world for 

Christ.

Quotation

Solomon calls children the heritage of God, and the fruit of the womb his gift; for the 
Hebrew word . . . signifies whatever benefits God bestows upon men, as is plainly manifest 
from many passages of Scripture. The meaning then is that children are not the fruit of 
chance, but that God, as it seems good to him, distributes to every man his share of them.

–John Calvin
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leCture outline

I. Four Types of Legalism

a. One type of legalism insists that salvation depends upon obedience to God’s 
commands.
i. This is the most serious and deadly form of legalism.
ii. Historically, this form of legalism presented frequent difficulties to the 

New Testament church.
iii. Legalists within the early church taught that a person must both trust in 

the finished work of Christ and follow the Old Testament ceremonial laws 
in order to have peace with God.

iv. Though prevalent in the first century, this is not the most common form 
of legalism today.

B. a second type of legalism adds to the law of God.
i. For example, Eve added to God’s command when she falsely said that He 

had prohibited them from touching the forbidden fruit (Genesis 3:3).
ii. Though adding to God’s law may appear to be pious, it actually distorts 

the commandment.
iii. When the New Testament Pharisees expanded the requirements of the 

law, they actually obscured the intent and spirit of the law.
C. a third way that the term “legalist” is used today is to describe those who are seen 

as being too focused on rules and external morality.
i. This is not actually a legitimate use of the term, but it has become increas-

ingly common.
ii. Individuals that place a high emphasis on Christian freedom tend to label 

others who focus more on rules and conduct as “legalists.”
iii. Sometimes these “legalists” really are living legalistically, and other times 

they are simply obeying the actual commands of Scripture.
D. a fourth form of legalism regards God’s Word primarily as a rulebook filled with 

restraints and restrictions.
i. a Christian will recognize that he cannot save himself, and he will rest 

upon Christ alone for salvation, but he will see obedience as a way of pay-
ing off his debt to Christ.

ii. In this view, God becomes a Celestial killjoy who requires obedience in 
return for the grace that He gives.

II. The Joy of Obedience

a. When God calls us to obedience, He calls us to abundant life.
i. a biblical perspective on obedience informs us that God’s grace includes 

more than just the happy, pleasant things in life. 
ii. God often uses life’s challenges to accomplish His gracious purposes in 

our lives.
B. God’s law is not a burden, but a delight.

i. Jesus described His yoke as easy and His burden as light (Matthew 11:30).
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ii. When God calls us to action, He is not conscripting us into servitude.
iii. Rather, when God calls us to do something, He’s inviting us to joy.

C. Though some Christians treat today’s passage as law that must be kept, it is actu-
ally a joy-laden promise.

III. a Heritage from the Lord

a. “Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward. 
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of one’s youth. Happy is 
the man who has his quiver full of them; they shall not be ashamed, but shall speak 
with their enemies in the gate” (Psalm 127:3-5).

B. People often ask Dr. Sproul whether he thinks that the use of birth control is sinful.
i. He responds by saying, “I don’t know.”
ii. He has not been persuaded by arguments which claim that using birth 

control is a sin.
iii. He contends that this question misses the point.

C. asking whether God requires Christians to have many children is like asking 
whether God requires Christians to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, have a birthday 
party, or eat ice cream.
i. asking whether these activities are required is the wrong question.
ii. Like celebrating a special occasion or eating delicious food, having chil-

dren is a good and enjoyable gift from God.
iii. We should not need to be told to enjoy God’s blessings; we should desire 

them already.
D. as we doubt that children are a blessing, we forget that they are actual people.

i. We sometimes focus exclusively on the responsibilities of raising children 
and forget the joy that each child can be.

ii. although a particular woman was concerned by the fact that her daughter 
had nine children, she loved all of her grandchildren and would not be 
willing to part with any of them.

E. While children are a blessing from the Lord, they are not the only blessing from 
God’s hand.
i. This is not the only way that God can bless a family.
ii. Families with many children should not look down their noses at families 

with few or no children.
iii. Families with few or no children should not resent families with many 

children.
iv. God chooses where and when to give which and what blessings.

F. One cannot draw conclusions about how righteous a person or family is based on 
the number of blessings God has given them.
i. Families blessed with many children are not more godly than families 

with few or no children.
ii. Families blessed with wealth are not more godly than lower income families.
iii. as the book of Job teaches, we cannot equate a person’s godliness with 

his circumstance.
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G. as we plan our lives, we must not forget that God is sovereign over our families.
i. People often acknowledge that children are a blessing, but they may be 

fearful or hesitant to have children.
ii. Married couples sometimes make elaborate plans about when they will 

have children and how many children they will have.
iii. Couples often say that they do not know whether they are ready to have 

children, equipped to take care of children, or in a position to provide for 
children.

iv. This is true; only God knows these things.
v. God determines our future.
vi. He is the one who decides whether, when, or how to bless a couple with 

children.
H. a heritage is not just a blessing, but an inheritance.

i. We pass our inheritance on to others who will come after us.
ii. God does not give people children solely for their own enjoyment.
iii. By raising up godly children, Christians can perpetuate and multiply the 

impact of their labors for centuries.
I. a godly heritage is a reward.

i. God uses our children to bring joy into our lives.
ii. Children can help to keep their parents humble.
iii. Godly children can help their parents to remain firmly grounded in the faith.
iv. God-fearing children represent the next generation of Christ’s servants.

Study QueStionS

1. In the days of the apostle Paul, a common form of legalism taught that a person 
had to ______________ in order to experience salvation.
a. Publicly renounce the Jewish ceremonial law
b. Offer a sequence of ritual sacrifices at the temple in Jesus’ name
c. Trust in the work of Jesus and obey the Jewish law
d. Withdraw from society and enter a heightened state of meditation

2. a rare but legitimate use of the term “legalist” is to accuse someone of being 
overly concerned with rules and external conduct .
a. True
b. False

3. The Bible teaches that children are a blessing from God’s hand, but they are not 
______________.
a. Given according to the parents’ righteousness
b. The only blessing that God gives
c. an indication of how much God favors the family
d. all of the above
e. B and C only
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4. What does it mean to say that children are an inheritance?
a. Children bring wealth and prosperity.
b. God gives people children for their happiness and satisfaction.
c. Through children, a person’s influence can extend for generations.
d. Children are an inheritance given by God the Father.

5. Children protect their parents by keeping them grounded in humility and in the 
things of God.
a. True
b. False

bible Study and diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. In your own words, summarize the four varieties of legalism that Dr. Sproul dis-
cussed. Which of these do you think is most common? What does the Bible say 
about this?

2. Many Christians are very cautious about having children, and especially about 
raising larger families. Why is this so? What do these attitudes toward children 
communicate about God?

3. Some couples formulate very specific plans about when they desire to have chil-
dren and how many children they will have. In light of the Bible’s teaching about 
God’s sovereignty and human responsibility, what are the potential merits and 
limitations of this planning tendency?

4. What does it mean to have a “full quiver” of children? How might a person 
benefit from having a “full quiver?” What does the imagery of a quiver of arrows 
communicate about the goal of raising children?

For Further reading

Beeke, Joel. Parenting by God’s Promises.
Meade, Starr. Training Hearts, Teaching Minds.
Sproul, Denise. Tending Your Garden.
Tripp, Ted. Shepherding a Child’s Heart.
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the desires of your Heart

MeSSage introduCtion

People are profoundly shaped by their desires and dreams. This is why Proverbs 4:23 
exhorts, “above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” any object, 
person, or idea that finds a foothold in a person’s heart has a profound capacity to 
influence how that person will think and act.  This is often the way that sinful desires 
lead to sinful lifestyles. However, godly desires can also bear significant fruit in a per-
son’s life. as Psalm 37:4 declares, those who make God their greatest delight will not 
fail to receive what their hearts desire.

SCripture reading

Psalm 37:4

teaChing obJeCtiveS

1. To describe ways in which our perception of time can affect our contentment 
with our possessions and accomplishments.

2. To explain the promise in Psalm 37 that God grants the desires of the heart to those 
who delight in Him.

3. To discuss reasons why we often fail to delight ourselves in the Lord.
4. To encourage Christians to be aware of God’s presence around them and to delight 

in the work of His hand and in God Himself.

Quotation

He has not promised to gratify all the appetites of the body and the humours of the fancy, 
but to grant all the desires of the heart, all the cravings of the renewed sanctified soul. 
What is the desire of the heart of a good man? It is this, to know and love and live to God, 
to please him and to be pleased in him.

–Matthew Henry
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leCture outline

I. Shifting Perceptions of Time

a. Numerous world-changing inventions have emerged within the last five hundred 
years.
i. The computer has enhanced the human ability to produce, access, and 

store large amounts of information.
ii. Paved roads and automobiles have dramatically reduced the amount of 

time required for land transportation.
iii. Rockets and space shuttles have enabled human beings to leave the 

planet, a feat that was unimaginable a few hundred years ago.
B. The personal timepiece, however, is second to no other invention in its capacity to 

change human civilization.
i. Whether a wristwatch or a smartphone, most people carry a device that 

constantly measures the passage of time.
ii. This awareness of time has profoundly influenced the way that people 

look at the world, history, and their place in it.
iii. Interestingly, the concept of “news” is a recent development that came 

only after the telegraph made it possible for information to travel faster 
than people.

C. The personal timepiece has the capacity to divide time into small categories.
i. Centuries ago, people thought of time in terms of seasons, years, and 

decades.
ii. People now think in terms of hours, minutes, and seconds.
iii. Because we measure time in small increments, we look for immediate 

results, and we calculate progress or delay based on short timeframes.
iv. Because we sense that time is always escaping from us, we easily tend to 

become anxious, impatient, and frustrated when things do not happen 
quickly.

D. David’s writings reveal that he had a broader perspective on the passage of time 
than modern people have.
i. “Do not fret because of evildoers, nor be envious of the workers of iniq-

uity. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the 
green herb” (Psalm 37:1-2).

ii. When David used the word “soon,” he probably did not expect the evildo-
ers to drop dead in the immediate future.

iii. Instead, he emphasized the importance of trusting God to bring justice 
upon the wicked, whether in the near future or at the end of their lives.

iv. Even when the wicked appear to prosper, in the grand scheme of things 
their judgment is not distant.
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II. Delighting in the Lord

a. “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart” 
(Psalm 37:4).
i. In this verse, David does not make grandiose promises and then weaken 

them with a hidden word or phrase at the end.
ii. Instead, David places the command “delight yourself also in the Lord” 

before the promise.
B. The command to delight ourselves in the Lord is a difficult one.

i. For many earnest Christians, our idea of a good time is martyrdom.
ii. We may find that it is easier for us to serve the Lord through suffering, 

hardship, and sacrifice than by delighting ourselves in Him.
iii. However, the truth is that God’s commandments are intended to bring us 

joy as we serve Him.
C. Because we are sinners, we turn away from God in order to seek joy and fulfillment 

in other things.
i. We look for joy in the wrong places.
ii. We fail to believe God and recognize His beauty and glory.
iii. Even in our longing for salvation, we often tend to value eternal life as the 

pearl of great price, instead of God Himself as our great reward.
D. This promise does not tell us that if we delight ourselves in the Lord He will give 

us all the vain things that we desire.
i. God’s desire is not for us to give our love away to other things.
ii. Ultimately, these things will not fulfill us.

E. Rather, when we delight in the Lord, He becomes the desire of our hearts.

III. Receiving the Desire of Our Hearts

a. When we meet the Lord one day, we who are called by His name will behold a 
glory and beauty that will delight and satisfy us.

B. Until then, God delights us by allowing us to catch glimpses of Him and of His 
kingdom.

C. Sanctification leads to an increasing delight in God.
i. Sanctification is not simply a doctrine to be studied.
ii. Sanctification is a calling to be pursued.

D. as Jesus sanctifies us, we behold His glory more and more, becoming more like 
Him as a result.
i. We see the glory of Jesus through His body, the church.
ii. We see the glory of Jesus when children live at ease with one another and 

delight in the grace of God.
iii. We see the glory of Jesus in the wonder of a baby exploring the world.

E. When we feel overwhelmed and overrun by life, we are invited to delight ourselves 
in the Lord and remember that in Him we have everything we need.
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Study QueStionS

1. By making it possible for information to travel faster than a person, the 
______________ laid the foundation for the concept of “news.”
a. Personal timepiece
b. Moveable type printing press
c. Television
d. Telegraph

2. The availability of the personal timepiece has changed human perceptions of 
time by dividing it into ______________.
a. Seasons
b. Smaller categories
c. Days and weeks
d. Larger categories

3. When David wrote that the wicked shall soon be cut down like grass, his use of 
the word “soon” shows that he expected it to happen immediately.
a. True
b. False

4. One of the implications of Psalm 37 is that when we delight in the Lord, He 
______________.
a. Forgives our sins
b. Gives us all that our hearts have ever desired
c. Becomes the desire of our hearts
d. Loves us more than He did before

5. For the Christian, sanctification is both a doctrine and a calling.
a. True
b. False

bible Study and diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. Dr. Sproul suggests that our awareness that time is quickly passing often leads us 
to become frustrated and discouraged by the lack of progress that we detect in 
our own lives and in the world around us. How do you react when time seems to 
be getting away from you? In what areas do you most easily become discouraged 
by a lack of progress?

2. What are some things that you want but do not have? How do unfulfilled desires 
tend to affect you over time? Why is this so?
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3. Why do you think it is often so difficult to delight in the Lord? What specific 
obstacles might stand in the way of our rejoicing in God?

4. Read Matthew 13:45-46. How are Christians to understand this teaching about 
the pearl of great price? What is the greatest treasure that people obtain when 
they become citizens of the kingdom of heaven?

For Further reading

Edwards, Jonathan. Religious Affections.
Piper, John. Desiring God.
Sproul, R.C. Can I Have Joy in My Life?
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Open Windows of Heaven

MeSSage introduCtion

For both Christians and non-Christians, money and material goods can become major 
concerns. Some become consumed by the pursuit of wealth. For others who already 
have an abundance of possessions, these things can become a source of distraction 
and worry. On the other hand, those who are destitute can easily become preoccu-
pied with obtaining the resources needed to survive. Though these material concerns 
can easily enslave a person, the Word of God offers liberation from this bondage. 
as we examine today’s passage from the often-ignored book of Malachi, we will be 
reminded that God has promised to provide faithfully for His people. This promise, 
in turn, invites us to live with generosity toward God and others. 

SCripture reading

Malachi 3:10

teaChing obJeCtiveS

1. To describe God’s promise to provide for His people in Malachi 3:10.
2. To explain ways that the devil tries to get Christians to misunderstand or disbe-

lieve this promise.
3. To present a biblical perspective on poverty and prosperity.
4. To encourage Christians to be generous in their giving and to trust God to provide 

for all their needs.

Quotation

The lattices of heaven are opened, not to pour down, as of old, fiery destruction, but to 
make way for the gentle descent of God’s blessing, which will more than fill every vessel 
set to receive it. This is the universal law, not always fulfilled in increase of outward 
goods, but in the better riches of communion and of larger possession in God Himself. 
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He suffers no man to be His creditor, but more than returns our gifts, as legends tell of 
some peasant who brought his king a poor tribute of fruits of his fields, and went away 
from the presence-chamber with a jewel in his hand.

–alexander MacLaren

leCture outline

I. Our adversary, the Devil

a. The devil is crafty, more so than any beast of the field (Genesis 3:1).
B. The devil is persistent, repeatedly defying God even though he cannot prevail over 

the almighty.
C. The devil is efficient, waging spiritual warfare on multiple fronts at once.
D. For example, the “health and wealth gospel” is one of the devil’s most diabolical 

inventions.
i. This movement is dominant in many of the largest churches and Christian 

television stations in america.
ii. This movement is based on the premise that God desires all Christians to 

be healthy and wealthy.
iii. In order to receive these blessings, a person needs simply to name them, 

claim them, and demonstrate his or her faith by writing a large offering 
check.

iv. The devil accomplishes several objectives through this movement.
1. He gets those who win, those who lose, and those who don’t believe it.
2. When people buy into this mindset and receive what they want, they are 

led into idolatry, regarding God as the means to the end of health and 
wealth.

3. When people buy into this mindset and do not receive what they want, 
they become angry at God because they think He has broken a promise 
to them.

4. When people do not buy into this mindset, they can become so wary 
of expecting material blessings that they miss what the Bible actually 
teaches.

II. a Lesson from Malachi

a. The book of Malachi was written to an audience that was frustrated, disappointed, 
and angry at God for not fulfilling promises.
i. at the time of Judah’s exile in Babylon, God sent prophets to tell the 

people what they had done wrong and why they were going into exile.
ii. These prophets also reassured the people that they would one day return 

to the land to enjoy peace and blessing again.
iii. Later prophets came and proclaimed that God would make His people 

stronger, greater, and more prosperous than they had been before.
iv. Yet, when the people returned from exile, they did not receive the bless-

ings they had expected.
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B. God in His grace sent the prophet Malachi to explain to the people why they had 
not received the blessings that God had promised.

C. They had not received full restoration as a nation because they had remained in 
unrepentant sin.
i. Instead of offering the best animals from the flock, the people sacrificed 

lambs with blemish (Malachi 1:13-14).
ii. The men had not been faithful to their wives, but were instead divorcing 

them and sending them away (Malachi 2:14-16).
iii. Finally, the people had robbed God in their tithes and offerings (Malachi 3:8).

D. Christians have wrestled with how to apply the Old Testament tithe in the current age.
i. We argue over whether it is intended for Old Testament believers only, or 

also for New Testament believers.
ii. We debate whether this command is part of the ceremonial law that has 

passed away or whether it is part of the moral law that still regulates our 
lives.

iii. Even among those who believe a ten percent tithe still applies, there is 
still disagreement over whether Christians are to give ten percent of their 
net income or their gross income.

E. Though these discussions are important, we sometimes miss the point and ignore 
the promise that God makes in this passage.

III. God’s Provision for His People

a. “‘Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this,’ says the Lord almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the flood-
gates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough 
for it’” (Malachi 3:10).
i. Because this is such a grand promise, many teachers of the health and 

wealth gospel claim that it proves their teachings.
ii. Sadly, in our desire to avoid the errors of the health and wealth gospel, 

many of us tend to overlook this passage.
iii. We need to be reminded that when we pay our tithes, God will generously 

meet our needs.
B. as we embrace this promise, we need to be careful not to abuse or misunderstand it.

i. This verse does not give a mathematical ratio of what we can expect to 
receive from God when we pay our tithe.

ii. This verse offers a general corporate promise to God’s people.
iii. This verse does not say that any person who pays a tithe can expect a defi-

nite increase in their personal wealth.
iv. Rather, this verse states that when God’s people are faithful to tithe, God 

will prosper them.
C. Prosperity can take many forms.

i. It comes from the hand of God, and He has the best interest of His people 
in mind.
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ii. Prosperity does not necessarily include money or material wealth.
iii. Often, prosperity includes the blessings that money can’t buy.

D. Few people in the Western world will truly experience poverty.
i. a person is experiencing real poverty when he or she is in danger of not 

being able to obtain enough nourishment to survive until the next day.
ii. For most of history, this has been the condition of most of humanity.
iii. Most people in the West are not in danger of starving to death, although 

many people do not have the resources to eat as much as they would like.
iv. We are tempted to think of ourselves as poor simply because there is a 

gap between what we have and what we think we should have.
E. When we give a portion of our possessions back to God, we proclaim that we have 

been blessed with more than we need.
i. as we give back to God, He gives us a real sense of how He has already 

blessed us.
ii. Giving back to God reminds us that all that we have and all that we are 

belongs to Him.
iii. as we invite God to open the storehouses of heaven, we recognize that He 

enriches us for His glory.
iv. God’s blessings—whether greater effectiveness, greater soul-winning, 

greater peace, a deeper sense of His presence, or a better ability to behold 
His glory—are to remind us of His majesty and goodness.

v. When we tithe, we do not say, “10% is yours; 90% is mine.”
vi. Rather, we return the 10% as a token of our recognition that He owns 

100% of what we have and who we are.
F. Tithing repudiates the efficiency and deception of the devil.

i. When we believe God’s promise to provide for us, we understand where 
blessings come from.

ii. Likewise, we also understand that there is a reason when God withholds 
His blessings and allows curses to come upon us.

iii. In all circumstances, God invites us to rest in His sovereignty, that we 
might escape the clutches of fear and be free to receive His good gifts.

Study QueStionS

1. The devil reveals his craftiness by continuing to oppose God in the face of certain 
defeat.
a. True
b. False

2. The “health and wealth gospel,” one of the dominant movements within North 
american Christianity, is based on the premise that ______________.
a. People can only be healthy when all their physical needs are met
b. True spiritual health is incompatible with material wealth
c. The gospel calls Christians to renounce personal health and wealth
d. God desires all Christians to be healthy and wealthy
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3. The book of Malachi was written ______________.
a. Right before the Israelites returned from exile in Babylon
b. To people who were frustrated, disappointed, and angry at God
c. When the nation of Judah was at the peak of its power and wealth
d. To honor God’s people for their righteous living

4. During most of history, the majority of the global population has lived without 
the certainty of obtaining enough nourishment to survive until the next day.
a. True
b. False

5. When God’s people give a portion of their belongings back to Him, what are they 
proclaiming by this action?
a. Spiritually-minded people have little use for material goods.
b. If they give generously to God, He will give them twice as much. 
c. They have been blessed with more than they need.
d. If they give God 10%, they can do whatever they want with 90%.

bible Study and diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. Describe the health and wealth gospel movement in your own words. Why do 
you think this movement is so influential? What does the Bible say about health 
and wealth?

2. Do you find it easy to tithe, or is tithing a struggle for you? What has most influ-
enced your tithing habits?

3. Dr. Sproul defines true poverty as not having enough resources to ensure physi-
cal survival. Do you agree with this definition? Why or why not?

4. In what ways has God enriched you? How do you most clearly see His blessings? 
How has His provision been more difficult to see?

For Further reading

Sproul, R.C. Jr. Biblical Economics: A Commonsense Guide to Our Daily Bread.
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Mountains Cast into the Sea

MeSSage introduCtion

as part of God’s curse in Genesis 3, life in a fallen world is fraught with hardship. as 
a result, Christians experience things like hunger, disease, and sorrow. In addition 
to these natural obstacles and difficulties, Jesus also warned His disciples that they 
would experience enmity and opposition from others because of their relationship 
to Him. Today, whether living amidst the comforts of the Western world or in places 
where Christianity is outlawed, all Christians are called upon to endure various tri-
als. For this reason, it is vitally important to cling to Jesus Christ in faith; as Jesus 
promised, faith can enable His people to overcome any obstacle or opposition.

SCripture reading

Matthew 21:17-22

teaChing obJeCtiveS

1. To describe the continuing need for faith in the Christian life.
2. To examine Jesus’ promise in Matthew 21 that by faith mountains can be cast into 

the sea.
3. To discuss ways that God has moved mountains for His people in the past.
4. To encourage Christians to rejoice in the Lord and trust in Him in the midst of 

obstacles and adversity.

Quotation

You will have trials enough without seeking them: the full portion will be measured out to 
you in due season. Meanwhile, if you cannot yet claim the result of long experience, thank 
God for what grace you have; praise him for that degree of holy confidence whereunto 
you have attained: walk according to that rule, and you shall yet have more and more of 
the blessing of God, till your faith shall remove mountains and conquer impossibilities.

–Charles Spurgeon
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leCture outline

I. Growing in Faith

a. Pastoral work can be a very challenging calling.
i. Many pastors are underpaid.
ii. Pastors often serve long hours.
iii. The most difficult thing about being a pastor is watching members of the 

flock harm themselves.
B. The greatest blessing of being a pastor is watching the sheep thrive and grow in 

grace and wisdom.
i. This comes through believing the promises of God.
ii. By learning to recognize and heed the voice of Christ the Good Shepherd, 

the sheep will flourish in the Shepherd’s care.
C. Faith is crucial for spiritual growth and flourishing.

i. Faith in Christ is necessary for bringing a person into the Kingdom of 
God.

ii. Faith also carries believers forward as the Spirit sanctifies them and con-
forms them to the image of Jesus Christ.

iii. Sanctification involves believing and trusting God more and more.

II. The Power of Faith

a. Matthew 21:17-22 recounts the incident of Jesus cursing a fig tree.
i. as Jesus and His disciples were walking toward Jerusalem, Jesus was 

hungry.
ii. Jesus saw a fig tree by the road, but it did not have any fruit.
iii. Jesus cursed the tree, saying, “Let no fruit grow on you ever again!”
iv. The fig tree withered immediately, and the disciples were shocked by this.

B. God can accomplish marvelous things by the power of His word.
i. He spoke the world into existence in Genesis 1.
ii. God speaks blessing into the lives of His people.
iii. In this passage Jesus demonstrates His power and authority to pronounce 

a curse.
iv. The disciples—who had seen Jesus give sight to the blind, heal the sick, 

and raise the dead—were astonished by this deed and asked Jesus how the 
tree had withered so quickly.

C. Jesus answerd, “If you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was 
done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast 
into the sea,’ it will be done. and whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you 
will receive” (Matthew 21:21-22).
i. Reformed Christians sometimes underplay the significance of this prom-

ise because of the ways that health and wealth preachers misuse this text.
ii. However, this text comes from God’s Word and cannot be ignored.

D. In this passage, Jesus teaches that there is a connection between a person’s faith 
and that person’s spiritual power.
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i. This is not a tidy 1:1 ratio, by which we can determine the quality of a per-
son’s faith simply by looking at how their prayers are answered.

ii. We cannot manipulate God or determine the future simply by having 
enough faith.

iii. Though the apostle Paul had tremendous faith and asked God to remove 
his “thorn in the side,” God allowed the thorn to remain so that Paul could 
understand the sufficiency of God’s grace (2 Corinthians 12:7-10).

iv. Yet, this text affirms that one of the ways by which God moves is in and 
through human faith.

III. Casting Mountains into the Sea

a. On a tour of the Holy Land, Dr. Sproul found that studying the history, culture, and 
geography of the ancient world can enhance one’s understanding of the biblical text.
i. For example, Dr. Sproul’s guide pointed out the remains of a circular 

stone wall with a gap in it.
ii. This enclosure was an ancient sheep pen, and the gap was the place 

where the shepherd would sleep.
iii. This powerfully illustrates Jesus’ claim to be “the door for the sheep” 

(John 10:7,9).
B. In the days of Jesus, the Jewish people faced the challenge of living out their faith 

under Roman occupation.
i. The Jewish religious leaders gave the people instructions for dealing with 

pagan religions.
ii. For example, if a person found a statue of a deity lying in the street, the 

idol was not to be feared.
iii. Rather, by casting the idol into the nearest body of water, a God-fearing 

person was symbolically casting a demon into the lake of fire.
C. Near the site where Jesus is believed to have raised Lazarus from the dead, there 

are two hills.
i. One hill is taller than the other one, and the shorter one has a flattened 

top.
ii. Herod the Great had used slave labor to move the top of one mountain to 

the other in order to construct his winter palace.
iii. Herod’s artificially enhanced mountain may have been the one Jesus had 

been referring to when He said, “If you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed 
and be cast into the sea,’ it will be done.”

iv. When Jesus spoke these words, his disciples would have understood Him 
to be speaking not just of geographical obstacles, but of the immorality of 
the Roman Empire.

IV. When God Moves Mountains

a. During His ministry, Jesus critiqued both the Jewish authorities and the Roman 
authorities.
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B. Many of Jesus’ supporters and adversaries considered Him to be a political 
revolutionary.
i. Because He had not come to overthrow the Roman government and 

establish a Jewish state, He was not a political revolutionary in the way 
that many people thought He was.

ii. However, Jesus was a political revolutionary in a different sense, because 
He had come to establish an eternal kingdom that would supersede all 
other kingdoms.

C. Jesus was aware that His followers would later experience opposition and perse-
cution from the Roman state.

D. Yet, by faith the church would withstand persecution and triumph over pagan 
Rome.
i. The church flourished in the midst of severe persecution.
ii. Centuries later, the Roman emperors would end the persecution of Chris-

tians and convert to Christianity themselves.
E. Throughout history, faith has enabled Christians to move substantial mountains.

i. William Wilberforce believed God, and the institution of slavery in Eng-
land was cast into the sea.

ii. George Müller believed God, and thousands of orphans received care.
iii. George Whitefield believed God, and multitudes were awakened to the 

gospel of Jesus Christ.
F. Christians are called to believe that God acts in space and time.

i. Human circumstances are not left up to chance.
ii. The rise and fall of nations do not take place as an uncontrolled geo-polit-

ical machine.
iii. Every nation, tribe, and tongue is subject to the sovereign and efficacious 

authority of the risen and reigning Jesus Christ.

Study QueStionS

1. a person’s need for faith in Jesus Christ continues even after entering the king-
dom of God.
a. True
b. False

2. according to Matthew 21, how did the disciples respond when Jesus cursed the 
fig tree and caused it to wither?
a. They became angry that Jesus had harmed the tree.
b. They grew afraid of making Jesus angry.
c. They were amazed and asked how Jesus could do this.
d. They tried to imitate the miracle by cursing other trees.
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3. The life of the apostle Paul shows a strong 1:1 correspondence between the 
strength of a person’s faith and the way that God answers prayers.
a. True
b. False

4. Many first-century rabbis taught that by casting an idol into ______________  
a God-fearing person was symbolically casting a demon into the lake of fire.
a. a garbage heap
b. a body of water
c. a nearby fire
d. a livestock pen

5. Jesus was a political revolutionary in the sense that ______________.
a. He intended to establish an independent Jewish nation
b. He came to overthrow the corrupt Jewish religious leaders
c. He urged His followers not to pay taxes
d. He came to establish an eternal kingdom greater than Rome

bible Study and diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. at the beginning of this lecture, Dr. Sproul spoke about how difficult it can be to 
watch loved ones inflict spiritual harm upon themselves. In what ways can a lack 
of faith cause us to become like sheep beating their heads against a wall?

2. according to the Bible, what are some examples of God’s speech accomplishing 
amazing things? What does this tell us about God’s power and authority?

3. Jesus told His disciples, “If you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast 
into the sea,’ it will be done.” What does this mean? Do you find this promise easy 
or difficult to believe? Why?

4. What mountains have you seen God move through faith? What mountains are 
you asking Him to move now?

For Further reading

Beeke, Joel. Striving Against Satan.
Phillips, Richard. Faith Victorious.
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All things Work together

MeSSage introduCtion

One of life’s most difficult questions concerns why bad things happen. Whether 
minor things like being delayed in traffic or major things like coping with injury and 
disease, all people face disappointment and heartache. In the midst of the frustration 
and pain around us, today’s passage reminds us of the glorious hope that awaits all 
followers of Jesus Christ. Moreover, the Holy Spirit is using the very trials and hard-
ships that we experience to help us grow in faith and become more like Christ.

SCripture reading

Romans 8:28

teaChing obJeCtiveS

1. To discuss different ways of responding to hardship and suffering.
2. To present and explain God’s promise to His people in Romans 8:28.
3. To clarify what God’s role is in times of sorrow and difficulty.
4. To encourage Christians to cling to Christ in difficult times, knowing that they are 

being made more like Him.

Quotation

If any one prefers to read this verse by itself, as though Paul proceeded to a new argu-
ment in order to show that adversities which assist our salvation ought not to be borne 
as hard and grievous things, I do not object. At the same time, the design of Paul is not 
doubtful: “Though the elect and the reprobate are indiscriminately exposed to similar 
evils, there is yet a great difference; for God trains up the faithful by afflictions and 
thereby promotes their salvation.”

–John Calvin
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leCture outline

I. The Liturgies of Bad Days

a. Dr. Sproul Jr. experiences two different kinds of bad days.
i. One type of bad day is when things happen that he does not want to 

happen.
ii. a second type of bad day is when he worries that things will happen that 

he does not want to happen.
B. When Dr. Sproul experiences bad days, he takes himself through two liturgies of 

questions.
i. The first liturgy consists of two questions and deals with the significance 

of the situation.
1. “What’s the worst that could possibly happen? What’s the worst-case 

scenario?”
2. “Is it really that bad?”

ii. The second liturgy consists of three questions and deals with eternal 
matters.
1. “What am I due/owed? What is it that I’m supposed to get?”
2. “What do I have?”
3. “What have I been promised?”

C. These liturgies allow a person to put the disappointments and frustrations of life in 
proper perspective.
i. The first liturgy reminds us that our circumstances are not as dire as we 

may have originally thought.
ii. The second liturgy anchors us anew in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

1. What we deserve is the eternal wrath of God.
2. We are currently experiencing something far better than the unalloyed 

wrath that we deserve.
3. In Christ, we have been promised eternal bliss, which is far better than 

our current circumstances.
D. Even with the proper perspective, however, we must still endure difficult times.

i. For example, Dr. Sproul has suffered through kidney stones.
ii. The pain of passing kidney stones is said to be comparable to the pain of 

childbirth.
iii. For a person who is passing kidney stones, the hope is simply to wait until 

the pain ends.
E. God’s grace, however, is not simply that if we hold on long enough we will make it 

through any hardship we find ourselves in.
i. This view is similar to the “Superman theory” of God’s providence, in 

which God steps in at the last minute and prevents disasters, such as a 
collision of two cars.

ii. However, the truth is that God is sovereign over every event, both bring-
ing the cars close together and keeping them from colliding.
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F. God does not just help us to make it through the bad days; the bad days themselves 
are a gift from His hand.

II. The Purpose of Bad Days

a. “and we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).
i. This verse has been quoted so frequently that many Christians are hesi-

tant to repeat it in times of difficulty and sorrow.
ii. Yet, because these are God’s words, we need to hear them.
iii. In times of suffering, there is nothing we need to hear more than this 

promise that all things will work together for good.
B. In order to understand this promise, we need to understand what good is.

i. God’s goal is not first and foremost to make His people happy, healthy, 
and prosperous.

ii. Instead, His goals are our sanctification and His glory.
C. When Dr. Sproul’s wife was diagnosed with cancer, the Sprouls reflected on what 

God’s role was in the situation.
i. God did not look into the future, see cancer, and say, “I guess I’ll let that 

happen.”
ii. God did not look into the future, see cancer, and say, “I think I can find a 

way to make this end up okay.”
iii. God did not say, “I’m unhappy with my daughter and I see that cancer is 

coming, so I’ll let her suffer through it.”
iv. God did not say, “I’m unhappy with my daughter, so I’ll punish her by giv-

ing her cancer.”
v. Instead, God said, “I love my daughter, and I desire to give her the gift of 

cancer in order to make her more like Jesus.”
D. In order to do the good work of making us like Jesus, God shapes us through dif-

ficult circumstances.
i. He is a sovereign potter, and His people are like clay in His hands 

(Romans 9:20-24).
ii. In order to create fine pottery, He must soften and shape the clay with 

constant pressure.

III. Confidence and Joy on Bad Days

a. “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren” (Romans 8:29).
i. God’s foreknowledge is not merely the act of knowing something before-

hand in a cognitive way.
ii. The language in this passage is relational, such as when “adam knew his 

wife, and she conceived” (Genesis 4:1).
iii. God’s act of foreknowing is an act of foreloving.
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B. “Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He 
also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified” (Romans 8:30).
i. The chain of events that began with God loving us before all time will end 

with our glorification.
ii. as we face hardships and difficulties in life, God is using them to make us 

more like Jesus Christ.
C. When we go through a hard day, we may want to run, hide, or wait for the pain to 

end.
D. However, God invites us to move forward with confidence, knowing that He is at 

work conforming us to the glorious image of Jesus Christ.

Study QueStionS

1. Dr. Sproul’s second liturgy for bad days reminds Christians that ______________.
a. If they repent of certain sins, the bad day will get better
b. They deserve God’s wrath but will receive something far better
c. There are always others who are worse off than they are
d. If they are patient, God will give them the blessings they deserve

2. The biblical view of suffering is that if we wait long enough, our suffering will 
come to an end.
a. True
b. False

3. When God works in human circumstances, He is mainly concerned with 
______________.
a. Punishing evildoers
b. Promoting human comfort, prosperity, and happiness
c. Shielding His people from harm
d. advancing His glory and the sanctification of His children

4. Instead of saying that God permitted Dr. Sproul’s wife to have cancer, it is more 
accurate to say that He gave it to her as a gift.
a. True
b. False

5. What does it mean to say that God “foreknew” certain individuals?
a. He was aware of the probability of their making certain choices.
b. He knew they would decide to accept Christ, so He blessed them.
c. He knew and loved them long before they were born.
d. He knew everything about them before they were born but allowed them to 

make their own decisions.
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bible Study and diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. How do you usually respond in the midst of a bad day or a painful situation? How 
can being reminded of the gospel change your mindset in these circumstances?

2. In His mercy and sovereignty, God can use our mistakes and sinful actions for 
good. What are some examples of this from the Bible? How have you seen this in 
your life?

3. Dr. Sproul explains that God does not simply permit or allow bad things to hap-
pen; rather, they are gifts designed by Him to make His people more holy. How 
do you respond to this statement? What does the Bible say?

4. In what ways has God used difficult circumstances to make you more like Jesus?

For Further reading

Bonar, Horatius. Night of Weeping and Morning of Joy.
Brigdes, Jerry. Is God Really in Control?
Duncan, Ligon. Does Grace Grow Best in Winter?
Piper, John and Justin Taylor. Suffering and the Sovereignty of God.
Sproul, R.C. Surprised by Suffering.
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He Has Overcome the World

MeSSage introduCtion

The Bible uses the term “world” in several different ways. For instance, “world” often 
refers to the people who inhabit the world, such as in John 3:16. It can also refer, as 
in acts 17:34, to the physical world that God created. However, other prominent New 
Testament references to “the world” do not describe people or the earth, but pervasive 
attitudes, structures, and inclinations that are opposed to God. This is what the apostles 
had in mind when they urged believers not to conform to “the pattern of this world” 
(Romans 12:2) and warned that “friendship with the world is enmity with God” (James 
4:4). although Jesus warned his disciples that the world would hate and oppose them, 
He also offered them the great comfort in John 16:33 that He has overcome the world. 

SCripture reading

John 16:33

teaChing obJeCtiveS

1. To discuss the ways that doubt about God’s final victory can make it difficult to 
believe God’s promises.

2. To examine the promise Jesus made to His disciples in John 16:33.
3. To present a biblical perspective on the cosmic war between God and His adver-

sary, the devil.
4. To encourage Christians to find confidence in the guarantee of God’s victory and to 

persevere amidst trials and hardships.

Quotation

The world is a vanquished enemy; Satan is a humbled foe; and all that believers have to 
do is to put their trust in the Captain of their salvation, putting on the whole armour of 
God, assured that the victory is theirs, and that the church shall yet shine forth fair as 
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners.

–albert Barnes
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leCture outline

I. Reasons for Unbelief

a. One of the underlying reasons why we have a difficult time believing God is our 
own sinfulness.
i. We want to exalt ourselves in God’s place.
ii. Because God determines what is true, our sinful nature urges us to fabri-

cate substitute truths.
iii. We tend to be postmoderns at heart, constructing our own internal fan-

tasy worlds.
iv. We are reluctant to acknowledge and submit to the larger reality that 

exists outside ourselves.
v. This failure to submit to God’s truth goes back all the way to the fall of 

mankind in Genesis 3.
B. a second reason why we have a hard time believing God is that we don’t always 

believe that God will triumph over evil.
i. In Genesis 3:15, God declared a cosmic war against the serpent and the 

serpent’s seed.
ii. God announced that the seed of the woman would one day triumph over 

the seed of the serpent.
iii. Yet, it often appears to us as if the seed of the serpent is currently winning.
iv. Culture, church, and family are currently in a state of decline in the West.
v. The devil wants Christians to question God’s final victory and conclude 

that God will not be able to keep His promises.
C. Yet, God is not taken off guard by the current state of affairs.

i. He is not surprised or embarrassed by the prominence of evil in the world.
ii. Jesus addressed this issue in the Gospel of John.
iii. “These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to 

stumble” (John 16:1).
1. Jesus is aware of our frailty and propensity to stumble in spiritual matters.
2. His purpose for His followers is that they can continue to walk upright 

and grow in grace.

II. Opposition from the World

a. Because the disciples do not share a worldly mindset, the world will despise them.
i. “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you” 

(John 15:18).
ii. “If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you 

are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world 
hates you” (John 15:19).

B. as the world treated Jesus, so also will it treat His followers.
i. “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘a servant is not greater than his 

master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept 
My word, they will keep yours also” (John 15:20).
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ii. “But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they 
do not know Him who sent Me” (John 15:21).

C. The world’s hatred of Jesus reflects its hatred of the Father
i. “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now 

they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates Me hates My Father also” 
(John 15:22-23).

ii. “If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they 
would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and 
My Father” (John 15:24).

iii. “But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in 
their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause’” (John 18:25).

D. at this point in Jesus’ discourse, Jesus has said little to encourage His disciples.
i. In one sense, they can be encouraged that they know what is going to 

happen to them.
ii. Rather than undoing the victory, persecution is the pathway to victory.
iii. However, many difficulties will await the disciples.

III. The Promise of the Spirit

a. The “R.C. Sproul Jr. Principle of Hermeneutics” can be helpful for understanding 
the position the disciples were in.
i. When reading in the Bible about people who did stupid things, the proper 

question to ask is not “How can they be so stupid?” but rather “How am I 
stupid just like them?”

ii. Because the twelve disciples demonstrated stupidity on numerous occa-
sions, we tend to exaggerate their advantages and their stupidity.

iii. We are tempted to say, “If I had been there, I would have succeeded 
where they failed.”

iv. Peter held the same opinion, saying that he would not deny Jesus even if 
the other disciples did (Matthew 26:33-35).

v. Yet, Jesus knew Peter’s weaknesses and ours.
B. amidst the difficulties that believers face, Jesus promised to aid them through the 

Holy Spirit.
i. “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, 

the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me” 
(John 15:26).

ii. “It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper 
will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you” (John 16:7).

iii. “and when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righ-
teousness, and of judgment” (John 16:8).

iv. “When He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; 
for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He 
will speak; and He will tell you things to come” (John 16:13).

v. “He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you” 
(John 16:14).
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C. It is better for believers to have the Holy Spirit than for Jesus to remain among 
them physically (John 16:7).

IV. Victory already Won

a. Jesus concludes this discourse by saying, “But be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world” (John 16:33).

B. By external appearances, it does not look as if Christ has overcome the world.
i. Not all prophecies in the Bible have yet been fulfilled.
ii. Christians still await a world in which there will no longer be sickness, 

tears, and death (Revelation 21:4).
iii. Yet, Christ has already won a decisive victory over evil.

C. Contrary to what many Christians believe, the world is not being conquered  
for Christ.
i. Neither Christ nor His church is conquering the world.
ii. The kingdom of God cannot expand or diminish.

D. Instead, the kingdom of God exists wherever there is a “there.”
i. God’s kingdom already encompasses all of reality.
ii. Rather than expand the borders of the kingdom, God works through His 

people to make the kingdom manifest.
iii. We make visible the reality of Christ’s current reign.

E. The analogy of a chess game illustrates several aspects of this current age.
i. In a manner of speaking, God has been playing a game of chess against the 

devil ever since He cursed the serpent in Genesis 3:15.
ii. Yet, this is not a game being played by two equals.

1. God is sovereign over the devil, and the devil cannot do anything without 
God’s permission (Job 1:12; 2:6).

2. The competition is similar to a grown man playing chess against a small 
child and moving the child’s pieces on the chessboard for him.

3. God is sovereign both over His chess moves and over the devil’s  
chess moves.

iii. In most chess matches, there comes a time when the competition is over 
but the victor has not yet declared his victory by saying “checkmate.”
1. God has already beaten the devil but has not yet brought the chess match 

to a close.
2. Even when the devil’s queen, death, captures one of God’s saints, that 

saint goes on to be with Jesus.
3. “O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” (1 Corin-

thians 15:55).
F. We are to take heart in the fact that God cannot lose the war.

i. Because of Christ’s victory, we are called to be of good cheer.
ii. Because the devil cannot harm us, we have no reason to fear him.
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Study QueStionS

1. Genesis 3:15 contains both the first mention of the gospel promise and 
______________.
a. The curse of pain in childbearing
b. The guarantee of toil and hardship in life
c. a warning against idolatry
d. God’s declaration of war against the serpent

2. What reason did Jesus give in John 16:1 for warning the disciples about the oppo-
sition they would experience from the world?
a. He wanted to keep His followers from stumbling.
b. It was necessary to chastise them for their lack of faith.
c. He was urging them to overcome the world for Him.
d. To survive, they needed to hate the world as the world hated them.

3. Rather than prevent the church’s victory, persecution is the pathway to victory.
a. True
b. False

4. according to the “R.C. Sproul Jr. Principle of Hermeneutics,” ______________ is the 
best question to ask when reading about people doing stupid things in the Bible.
a. “How can they be so stupid?”
b. “What does God say about this kind of stupidity?”
c. “How am I stupid like them?”
d. “are they saved?”

5. The mission of the church includes conquering the world for Christ.
a. True
b. False

bible Study and diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. Why is it sometimes difficult to believe that God is on the winning side of his-
tory? What things happening in the world today can most easily prompt you to 
question God’s sovereignty? What things remind you that God is in control?

2. It is easy for Christians today to overestimate the advantages of the twelve dis-
ciples. Even though they had opportunities to observe Jesus’ miracles and listen 
to His teachings, Jesus said that it was better for His followers to have the Holy 
Spirit than for Him remain on earth. What do you think about this? Why is it bet-
ter this way?
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3. What are the different ways that the term “world” can be used in the Bible? 
What does it mean to say that Jesus has overcome the world?

4. What does Dr. Sproul mean when he says that God’s war against Satan is now a 
mop-up operation? In what ways is God already victorious? In what ways are we 
still waiting for His victory to be complete? How should this mindset affect the 
way we live as followers of Jesus?

For Further reading

Beeke, Joel. Overcoming the World.
Sproul, R.C. Does God Control Everything?
Sproul, R.C. The Work of Christ: What the Events of Jesus’ Life Mean for You.
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the Good Work  
Shall Be Completed

MeSSage introduCtion

Though sin is most commonly spoken of in connection to death and eternal punish-
ment, the effects of sin pervade all of human life. Even those who have been born again 
and desire to please God continue to wrestle with the sinful inclinations entrenched 
within their own hearts. Therefore, the good news that Jesus Christ offers is not just 
forgiveness of sins, but also the hope of being liberated from one’s own sinful nature. 
although this growth in grace can sometimes be difficult to detect, God’s Word reminds 
Christians that the Lord, who began His gracious working in their lives when they were 
still dead in sins, will not fail to complete the task of making them pure and spotless.

SCripture reading

Philippians 1:6

teaChing obJeCtiveS

1. To describe the discouraging effects of sin in the lives of Christians.
2. To present and explain the promise in Philippians 1 that God will complete the 

good work that He has begun in the lives of His elect.
3. To discuss the significance of this promise for salvation and sanctification.
4. To celebrate the reality that the Holy Spirit produces genuine and lasting change in 

the hearts of God’s people.

Quotation

I say, then, upon the purchase made of all good things for the elect by Christ, the holy 
and blessed Spirit of God is given to them, to dwell in them personally, for the accom-
plishment of all the ends and purposes of his economy towards them, — to make them 
meet for, and to bring them unto, the inheritance of the saints in light.

–John Owen
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leCture outline

I. Sin, Discouragement, and Doubt

a. Christians often become discouraged, not just by the problems they see in the 
world around them, but by their own sins.
i. The devil delights in nothing more than in accusing God’s people and in 

making much of their sins.
ii. The devil tries to convince Christians that their sins are too great for God 

to forgive.
B. The depth of sin in the world and in a Christian’s life can sometimes prompt 

Christians to doubt that God actually exists.
i. The devil tells people who grieve over their own sins, “If there really were 

a Holy Spirit and if the Spirit were indwelling you, then you would not be 
struggling with this.”

ii. The devil tells those who are concerned about the state of the world,  
“If God were active and involved with the world, things would not look 
like this.”

iii. The devil tells pastors, “If the Holy Spirit were at work through your min-
istry in this church, your sheep would not be doing these things.”

C. If anyone had occasion to grow disillusioned by wayward sheep, it would be the 
apostle Paul.
i. He ministered effectively as a church planter throughout the Mediterra-

nean world.
ii. as he wrote his epistles, he found himself in the role of a fireman putting 

out fires that had sprung up within many of these churches.
D. The letters that Paul wrote to churches can be highly instructive in dealing with 

problems in the church today.
i. Paul was not slow to correct the sins of the believers who were under  

his care.
ii. Yet, he corrected believers in a way that affirmed the reality of their faith.
iii. Paul recognized that the Christian life is not one happy, joyful move from 

grace to grace and from obedience to obedience.
iv. In addition to high points, the Christian life contains numerous low 

points when God’s people are tempted to grow weary and doubtful.

II. Good News in Philippians

a. In his epistle to the Philippians, Paul placed a significant emphasis on joy and 
thanksgiving.
i. Though this letter did not address grave errors like the letters to the 

Galatians and the Corinthians, there were still certain aspects of the Phi-
lippian church that needed correction.

ii. Paul needed to encourage the Philippians repeatedly to rejoice because 
there was a need for increased joy in their lives.

B. “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you…” (Philippians 1:3).
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i. Though the Puritans typically avoided any type of adornment or orna-
mentation in their places of worship, they often inscribed “Sir, we would 
see Jesus” on the pulpit facing the pastor (John 12:21).

ii. This inscription reminded the pastors that their preaching should not 
elevate themselves, but should show forth Jesus.

iii. In a similar way, the statement “I thank my God upon every remembrance 
of you” reminds pastors to be thinking of and praying for the sheep in 
their flock.

C. “. . . always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, for your 
fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this very 
thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of 
Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:4-6).

III.  Sanctification and Preservation

a. Even though God promises that He will carry us through until the day of Christ 
Jesus, this growth in grace can be difficult to perceive.

B. The more that we mature in our faith, the more aware we become of the extent of 
our sinfulness.
i. Sanctification, or growth in grace, is not primarily about sinning less fre-

quently or committing smaller sins.
ii. Rather, sanctification brings about a greater awareness of one’s own sin.
iii. We grow in grace and wisdom as we come to understand how much we 

need to grow in grace and wisdom.
C. Philippians 1:6 is often cited as a proof text for the doctrine of the perseverance or 

preservation of the saints.
i. This doctrine supplies the “P” in the “TULIP” acronym.
ii. When we speak of the perseverance of the saints, we emphasize the task 

of believers to make their calling and election sure (2 Peter 1:10) by grow-
ing in grace and wisdom.

iii. When we speak of the preservation of the saints, we recognize God’s 
promise to uphold His people in the faith such that no one can snatch 
them out of His hands (John 10:28).

D. The saints persevere in their faith because God preserves them.
i. This doctrine reminds Christians that if they truly trust in the person and 

finished work of Christ, they will never fall into unbelief.
ii. This doctrine does not give believers a license to sin, but it reassures them 

that their sins cannot separate them from God’s love.
iii. This doctrine provides God’s people with the comfort that their eternal 

destination is secure.
E. In addition to teaching that believers cannot lose their salvation, this verse prom-

ises that God will continue His sanctifying work in their lives.
i. The Holy Spirit begins His work in us when we are dead in our sins, He 

gives us new life, He changes us from the inside out, and He will continue 
this work until we have been made like Jesus Christ. 
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ii. Philippians 1:6 reminds us that, wherever we now are in that process, God 
will make sure that the process reaches its proper conclusion.

F. Glorification is not something different from sanctification, but it is the completion 
of our sanctification.
i. Some might be tempted to ask why Christians should work hard to grow 

in grace now if we will all be made completely holy in the next life.
ii. In response, sanctification is to be desired now because it is a foretaste of 

the glorified state.
iii. The more sanctified we are now, the more heavenly our present life is.
iv. This promise does not make us passive in sanctification, but it causes us 

to pursue it with greater vigor and passion.
G. God receives glory and honor as He sanctifies His people.

i. Just as God could easily subdue the devil this very day, He could also 
sanctify His people immediately.

ii. Yet, God manifests His glory through the unfolding story of His grace.
iii. In the midst of David’s grievous sin with Bathsheba, God displayed His 

glory by extending grace and forgiveness.
iv. Even as Christians commit grievous sins today, God stands ready to for-

give them, restore them, and include the threads of their stories in His 
glorious tapestry of grace.

Study QueStionS

1. When Paul wrote letters to churches that were struggling with sin, he wrote in a 
way that ______________.
a. Elevated himself in the eyes of other Christians
b. affirmed the faith of the believers
c. Revealed a hesitation to correct those who were living in sin
d. Encouraged churches to cast out their most sinful members

2. Paul repeatedly spoke about joy in his letter to the Philippians because the Phi-
lippian congregation was known for being particularly joyful.
a. True
b. False

3. Which of the following statements most accurately describes the relationship 
between sin and spiritual maturity?
a. The more we know about the Bible and theology, the fewer sins we will 

commit.
b. as we mature in our faith, we become more aware of the extent of our sin-

fulness.
c. When we become more spiritually mature, we will notice less sin in our lives.
d. as long as we believe the right things and truly love God, it does not really 

matter how sinful we are.
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4. Philippians 1:6 is frequently cited as a proof text for the Reformed doctrine of 
______________.
a. The regulative principle
b. Total depravity
c. Common grace
d. The perseverance of the saints

5. Glorification is the completion of sanctification.
a. True
b. False

bible Study and diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. In what ways can an awareness of the depth of sin in our hearts and in the world 
around us lead to spiritual doubt and despair? How can the gospel free us from 
doubt and despair?

2. In what way did the apostle Paul function as a fireman? What are some of the 
issues that had to be dealt with in the early church, and how did Paul respond?

3. What is the difference between the concepts of the perseverance of the saints 
and the preservation of the saints? How do perseverance and preservation relate 
to one another?

4. In this series, Dr. Sproul has spoken frequently about the reality of sanctification. 
Describe sanctification in your own words. What does the promise in Philippians 
1:6 say about the process of sanctification?

For Further reading

Bridges, Jerry. The Discipline of Grace.
Milton, Michael. What is Perseverance of the Saints?
Packer, J.I. Growing in Christ.
Peterson, Robert. Our Secure Salvation: Preservation and Apostasy.
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We Shall Be Like Him

MeSSage introduCtion

God’s Word contains many wondrous promises for His people. Throughout these 
studies, we have examined several of these promises with the intention of overcoming 
our disbelief and turning anew to Jesus Christ in faith. Though each of these promises 
is laden with power and hope, one of them towers above the others. as we conclude 
this teaching series, Dr. Sproul will elaborate upon the great promise in 1 John 3:2 that 
those who hope in Jesus will one day see Him as He is and be like Him.

SCripture reading

1 John 3:2

teaChing obJeCtiveS

1. To warn believers of the danger of missing the point of the great doctrines that we 
believe and defend.

2. To present and explain God’s promise in 1 John 3:2 that Christ’s people shall be like 
Him.

3. To proclaim that there is no higher aspiration than to be like Jesus Christ.
4. To stir up within Christians a deep longing to behold the glory of Christ and to be 

made like Him.

Quotation

It is one of the most natural desires in all the world, that when we hear of a great and a 
good man, we should wish to see his person...I am sure, my brethren, you will all confess 
that this strong desire has arisen in your minds concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
owe to none so much; we talk of none so much, we hope, and we think of none so much: 
at any rate, no one so constantly thinks of us. We have, I believe, all of us who love his 
name, a most insatiable wish to behold his person. The thing for which I would pray 
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above all others, would be forever to behold his face, for ever to lay my head upon his 
breast, forever to know that I am his, forever to dwell with him.

–Charles Spurgeon

leCture outline

I. Standing Firm but Missing the Point

a. Sometimes Christians become so focused on defending the right doctrines that 
they miss what the Bible actually teaches.
i. Christians are in danger of missing the point with regard to Scripture.

1. Evangelicals passionately defend the authority and inerrancy of the 
Bible.

2. Yet, if they do not read the Bible and know what it says, it doesn’t matter 
whether or not they believe it to be true.

ii. Christians are in danger of missing the point with regard to the 
Reformation.
1. For centuries, Protestants have staunchly articulated their belief in 

“Scripture alone” and “faith alone.”
2. They have devoted considerable time and energy to proclaiming how a 

person is saved and what a person needs to do in order to be saved.
3. However, they have not always communicated what a person is saved 

from or saved for.
B. Though they are zealous about certain aspects of their faith, Christians tend to 

have a limited understanding of the fullness of God’s promises in redemption.
i. For example, sound catechesis has sometimes overlooked elements of the 

Christian hope.
1. Some catechisms, designed for teaching theology to children, have excel-

lent questions and answers about important doctrines.
2. Yet, they may leave out topics like heaven and eternity with God.

ii. 1 John 3 offers a deeper glimpse of the joy that Christians can anticipate 
in the next life.

II. The Family of God

a. as we noted earlier, 1 John 3 marvels at a great mystery: “Behold what manner of 
love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God!”  
(1 John 3:1).

B. We sometimes tend to use familial language loosely.
i. For example, close friends are often considered to be family members 

even if they are not actually related by blood.
ii. We might even call a friend “brother,” “sister,” “aunt,” or “uncle.”

C. However, we are not simply called God’s children; we are God’s children.
D. “Beloved, now we are children of God…” (1 John 3:2).
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i. Rather than being simply a name, our identity as children is a reality.
ii. We are fully children of God now.

1. We do not have to wait until we are fully sanctified to experience this 
kind of relationship with God.

2. Yet, this relationship also carries a great promise for the future.
3. “. . . and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that  

when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is”  
(1 John 3:2).

III. The Great Promise

a. God’s great promise to us is not that our souls will go to heaven when we die.
i. This is not the reason why Jesus came to earth as the God-man.
ii. This is not the reason why Jesus died a horrible death on the cross.
iii. This is not the reason why Jesus arose from the tomb and ascended to the 

right hand of the Father.
B. Jesus did all these things so that we would one day be like Him.
C. When God established His covenant with abraham, He made many spectacular 

promises.
i. “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number 

them. So shall your descendants be” (Genesis 15:5).
ii. “I will bless you and make your name great” (Genesis 12:2).
iii. “I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you” (Genesis 17:6).
iv. “I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you  

are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession”  
(Genesis 17:8).

D. Yet, God’s greatest promise to abraham and to us is the gift of Himself.
i. “I will establish my covenant . . . to be God to you and your descendants 

after you” (Genesis 17:7).
ii. “We shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2).

IV. The Overlooked Glory of Christ

a. Sadly, we tend to overlook this promise because we miss the glory and the beauty 
of who Jesus is.

B. In the Christian market, there is not a high demand for books about Jesus.
i. R.C. Sproul Sr.’s book The Holiness of God has sold hundreds of thousands 

of copies.
ii. His subsequent work The Mystery of the Holy Spirit also did well.
iii. Yet, his book on the Second Person of the Trinity, The Glory of Christ, did 

not sell very many copies.
C. We tend to assume that we already have Jesus figured out.

i. We tell our children about Jesus, but we prefer to move on to other topics.
ii. Though we savor controversial issues and deep theological discussions, 

we overlook rich passages that offer a glimpse of the glory of Jesus.
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D. When we think of people that we want to be like, most people don’t think of Jesus.
i. Some look up to the talent and physical prowess of athletes.
ii. Others admire the brilliance and insight of great theologians.
iii. Many esteem the courage and resolve of military heroes.
iv. Few, however, realize that there is no higher aspiration than to be like 

Jesus.
E. There are many different levels of hero worship.

i. When we admire someone, we begin by following their accomplishments 
through the television and media.

ii. If we are fortunate, we may have an opportunity to meet our hero one day 
and perhaps obtain his or her autograph.

iii. Seldom, however, do we get to become friends with our hero.
1. We don’t expect our heroes to know our names, spend time with us, or 

call us on the telephone.
2. Yet, Jesus offers us even more than this.

iv. When Jesus is our hero, we have the opportunity to enter into an intimate 
friendship with our hero and to become more like our hero.

F. The glory of Jesus is so majestic that we are transformed simply by beholding Him 
as He is.
i. In ancient times, the Jewish people longed for a beatific vision, to behold 

the glory of God.
ii. That long-awaited promise is now ours in Jesus Christ.
iii. The one who believes this promise is transformed; “everyone who has 

this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:3).

Study QueStionS

1. When Christians passionately defend sound doctrine, they cannot fail to apply 
that doctrine appropriately to their lives.
a. True
b. False

2. When John writes that Christians are “called children of God,” he means 
______________.
a. God loves them as much as He would love His own children
b. They are called children just as a friend might be called a brother
c. Christians actually are God’s children
d. They have the same relationship to the Father that Jesus has

3. The main reason that Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead was so that 
______________.
a. His people might be made like Him
b. The souls of believers can go to heaven when they die
c. Christians could enjoy physical health and material prosperity
d. The Jewish leaders would understand that He was God
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4. after The Holiness of God, The Glory of Christ was Dr. Sproul Sr.’s best-selling 
book.
a. True
b. False

5. according to 1 John 3:2, the glory of Jesus Christ is such that we are changed 
______________.
a. To become like the angels in the heavens
b. Through the strict and consistent use of spiritual disciplines
c. By seeing Him as He is
d. In order that we might one day see Him

bible Study and diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. What does it mean to catechize a person? If you were teaching someone about 
the Christian faith, how would you explain what Christians should hope for 
when they die?

2. What promises did God make to abraham? What are some of the great promises 
that God has made to Christians? according to Dr. Sproul, which of these is the 
greatest? What do you think?

3. Who is your hero? In what ways do you try to be like your hero? How is Jesus 
different from our other heroes?

4. See 2 Kings 2:1-15. What did Elisha ask of his master before he was carried away? 
How does this story inform us in our relationship with Jesus Christ?

For Further reading

Hedges, Brian. Christ Formed in You.
Owen, John. The Glory of Christ: His Office and Grace.
Piper, John. God is the Gospel.
Piper, John. Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ.
Sproul, R.C. The Glory of Christ.


