
Copyright © 2012 Ligonier Ministries

421 Ligonier Court, Sanford, FL 32771

E-mail: info@ligonier.org

All rights reserved. 

No reproduction of this work without permission. 

Printed in the United States of America.

S t u d y  G u i d e

l igonier .org |  800-435-4343

 
Angels and demons

r.C. Sproul 



2

introduction

“Hail him! hail him! highest archangels in glory; strength and honor give to his holy 
name!” Fanny J. Crosby wrote these words in 1869, calling on the heavenly hosts to 
join in praise of the almighty God. We might be surprised to know that a great many 
of our hymns call on angels to worship the Lord with us. It is, after all, one of the 
things they do best.

Angels and demons have increasingly become prominent objects in our quasi-reli-
gious society—from statues and paintings to poems and songs to the Internet. But are 
they understood correctly? A quick glance at all the popular literature on the sub-
ject will confirm a negative answer. With all the attention these beings are receiving, 
Christians are bound to get confused between what is often assumed to be “common 
knowledge” and how the Word of God actually portrays them. Modern myths abound 
regarding theses other-worldly beings, but a Biblical view of the supernatural world 
provides the much-needed corrective.

May this series on angels and demons increase your awareness of the spiritual realm, 
thereby enabling you to heed the advice of Saint Paul the Apostle by putting on the 
whole armor of God, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against... 
the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12).
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1

the Heavenly Choir

MeSSage introduCtion

The praises of God’s angels literally spring forth in worship of His infinite holiness. 
They cannot help but sing of His glory. Amidst a culture that remains skeptical of any 
and all things supernatural, the biblical narrative stands in direct confrontation of 
prevailing worldviews. In it, God’s heavenly choir is depicted as an unceasing throng 
of other-worldly worship. In this lecture, Dr. R.C. Sproul examines common cultural 
myths regarding angels by clarifying what the Bible teaches about them 

SCripture reading

Psalms 103, 148; Isaiah 6

learning objeCtive

1. To understand one of the main functions of angels in heaven.

QuotationS
Bless the Lord, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, obeying the voice of 
his word! Bless the Lord, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will! Bless the Lord, all 
his works, in all places of his dominion. Bless the Lord, O my soul!

—Psalm 103:20–22

Holy, holy, holy!... cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, who wert and art, 
and evermore shalt be.

—Reginald Heber, “Holy, Holy, Holy!”
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leCture outline

I. Correcting cultural myths

A. There is a vast difference between the Scriptural worldview regarding angels and 
our current cultural worldview.

B. For example, in Rudolf Bultmann’s Kerygma and Myth, the author argued that 
within the historical narratives of Scripture, there is an admixture of fiction and 
history.

C. Bultmann posited that we should be about the task of “de-mythologizing” the 
Scriptures, ripping away the husk of myth so that we can get to the kernel of truth 
within. This was the only way modern man could make use of the biblical witness.

D. One of Bultmann’s famous quips went as follows: “Modern man cannot turn on a 
light bulb and believe in the miracles of the New Testament” (or, by implication, 
the spiritual realm). While angels are becoming increasingly popular in New Age 
theology, their existence is still largely denied in Western Culture.

II The Bible on angels:

A. The Greek word angelos occurs more often than the word agape in the New 
Testament Scriptures. Angels are also found at the very beginning of the biblical 
narrative (Gen. 3:24), and continue to show up throughout the text.

B. “Angelos” simply rendered, means “messenger.” It almost exclusively refers to 
supernatural beings, as well as their activities in heaven (as opposed to earth).

C. Isaiah 6: the prophet’s calling is here described
i. Seraphim are seen worshipping God in verse 2, singing in antiphonal 

praise, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts....”
ii. Repeating a word three times in the Hebrew language was a method of 

emphasis (cf. Rev. 8:13). This praising is their actual function.
iii. Note the physical description. They have six wings: two for flight; two to 

cover their faces; and two to cover their feet. Even the angels in the pres-
ence of God must cover their eyes, so bright is the glory of God (cf. Rev. 
21:23, where there is no sun or moon in the new Jerusalem, because the 
glory of God illuminates it).

iv. Like Moses in the Midian wilderness, so these angels cover their feet, 
which is, in effect, a covering of their creatureliness, their naked exposure 
being covered before the refulgent glory of God.

Study QueStionS

1. Belief in a supernatural realm is more common in the modern era than it was in 
previous centuries.
a. True
b. False
c. Maybe
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2. One of Rudolf Bultmann’s favorite sayings was __________.
a. “Vicarious atonement”
b. “De-mythologize”
c. “Very God and very man”
d. None of the above

3. Angelos, in its most simple understanding, means __________.
a. “King”
b. “Soldier”
c. “Messenger”
d. “Winged Being”

4. In the Hebrew language, repeating a word three times signified what?
a. De-emphasis
b. Increased volume
c. Emphasis
d. Both a and b

5. How many wings do the angels have in Isaiah’s vision?
a. Eight
b. Four
c. Two
d. Six

6. Covering feet in the presence of God is equal to __________.
a. Showing disdain for God’s holiness
b. Covering creatureliness
c. Both a and b
d. None of the above

bible Study

1. Read Isaiah 6:1–7. What does Isaiah see in this vision? What are the angels said to 
be doing?

2. Read Psalms 103:20 and 148:2. What do these Psalms tell us about the activity of 
angels?

3. Read the following texts of Scripture. In general, what do we learn about the 
“angel of the Lord” from these texts?
a. Genesis 16:7–11
b. Exodus 3:2
c. Exodus 23:20–23
d. Numbers 22:22–35



6  angels and demons

e. Judges 6:11–22
f. 1 Chronicles 21:12–30
g. Psalm 34:7
h. Zechariah 1:9–19

4. What activities of the angels are described in Revelation 6, 8–9 respectively?

diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. What elements of the modern Western worldview make belief in angels and 
demons so difficult for many? What is the most basic assumption of the modern 
worldview that makes such belief virtually impossible?

2. In spite of the fact that our modern scientific worldview disdains belief in the 
supernatural, bookstore shelves are filled with bestsellers about angels, and there 
are popular television series about angels as well. How would you explain the 
seeming discrepancy?

3. Based on general knowledge of Scripture, what are some of the most significant 
examples of encounters with angels (or demons) in its pages? Are encounters 
with angels and demons common throughout the Bible?

4. Dr. Sproul mentioned an anecdote about two trapped miners who claim to have 
been ministered to by an angel. What is your initial reaction to such a claim? 
Skepticism? Belief? Why do you think your initial reaction is what it is?
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the Heavenly Host

MeSSage introduCtion

God’s army is no mere assemblage of rag-tag mercenaries. Indeed, the heavenly host 
can rightly be called the only standing superpower in both heaven and earth. Angels 
are seen in portions of Scripture perpetually attending the throne of God—a throne 
that knows no bounds. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul explores this function of angels as 
depicted in portions of Revelation and Ezekiel.

SCripture reading

Ezekiel 1–2; Revelation 4–5

learning objeCtiveS

1. To understand the Christian’s greatest hope—the beatific vision.
2. To better understand the descriptions of angels in prophetic literature.

QuotationS
And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around 
and within, and day and night they never cease to say “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 
Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”

—Revelation 4:8

Holy, holy, holy!... though the eye of sinful man they glory may not see, only thou art 
holy; there is  none beside thee perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.

—Reginald Heber, “Holy, Holy, Holy!”
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leCture outline

I. Revelation 4: The throne of heaven

A. The throne room of God is described as having four living creatures in and around 
the throne. They were full of eyes in the front and back, with six wings, not resting 
day and night, singing, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is 
to come!” One of the creatures was like a lion, another was like a calf, another was 
like a man, and still another was like an eagle.

B. The myriads of angels that attend the presence of God are the host of heaven. Note 
that “host” in the Bible is synonymous with “army.”

C. The Scriptures do not elucidate the differences between cherubs and seraphs. 
Suffice to say that we should not allow our angelology to be informed by paintings 
and the like.

D. Angels worship God because He is worthy. And they worship Him constantly—that 
is, without end. But if angels, like God, are morally pure, what might they be wor-
shipping? God’s radically perfect being, as He is the highest order of all things.

E. The angels here are full of eyes to enjoy the Christian’s greatest hope: the beatific 
vision.
i. It is so-called because the vision results in the highest level of blessedness 

for any creature—especially humans.
ii. The beatific vision is that which is promised to the “pure in heart” during 

the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:8), the holiness “without which no one 
shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).

iii. We do not know what we shall become, but we do know that we shall 
be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is (the beatific vision). “See 
what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called chil-
dren of God; and so we are” (1 John 3:1).

iv. The angels described in Revelation 4 cannot turn in any direction without 
beholding the glory of God.

II. Ezekiel 1: The prophet’s vision of God

A. Out of a whirlwind comes, once again, four living creatures.
B. These creatures had four wings, were in the likeness of man with straight legs and 

hands, with four faces each, but with feet like that of calves. They sparkled like the 
color of polished bronze. Their wings touched each other, and they did not turn as 
they went, but moved straight ahead.

C. Notice they are surrounded by fire. Many theophanies (an appearance of God that 
is perceptible to human sight) in Scripture involve fire (e.g., Gen. 15:17; Ex. 3:2, 
13:22). “Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our 
God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:28–29).

D. This portrays the portable judgment–throne of God, whose rule knows no borders. 
He is utterly sovereign over all, and is seen here attended by angels. When the 
glory of God leaves the heavenly Jerusalem, this is seen.
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E. Incidentally, it is very interesting that the first-century historian Josephus 
recorded the sighting of a similar image in the sky over Jerusalem around the time 
of that city’s destruction in AD 70 (The Wars of the Jews, 6.5.3; cf. Ezek. 1:22–28).

F. The wings of the angels touch just as they did on the mercy seat of the Ark of the 
Covenant (Ex. 25:16–23, 37:9). This vision captures the very throne of God in the 
Most Holy Place, which is an earthly blueprint of a heavenly reality. Just as in the 
Temple, God’s throne room is always attended by angels.

G. See Matthew 18:10: “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell 
you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.” 
Whatever this says about “guardian angels,” one thing in this passage is very clear—
that this army of angels perpetually honors, worships and attends the throne of God.

Study QueStionS

1. The angels in Revelation 4 rest at what time?
a. Night
b. Noon
c. Never
d. None of the above

2. “Host” is synonymous with ______________.
a. 500 angels
b. A vast army
c. One Angel
d. None of the above

3. What is the difference between the cherubim and seraphim?
a. The former look like children, the latter, like women
b. The former brandish swords, the latter, bows and arrows
c. The former have curly blonde hair, the latter, long, brown, and straight
d. There are no differences that we know of

4. What is the beatific vision?
a. Seeing, for example, the burning bush
b. Seeing angels
c. Seeing God as He is
d. All of the above

5. God’s judgment throne has what following boundary?
a. Heaven
b. Earth
c. None
d. None of the above
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6. Which of the following is one major function of angels?
a. Hanging out on earth, waiting to save people from calamity
b. Worshipping God
c. Possessing Christians
d. All of the above

bible Study

1. Read Revelation 4:6–11, and compare the text to Isaiah 6. What are some of the 
similarities and differences in the two descriptions?

2. Read Ezekiel 1:4–28. What did Ezekiel see? Compare his description to those 
in Revelation 4 and Isaiah 6. What are the similarities, and what are the 
differences?

3. What does 1 John 3:2 mean when it says that we shall “see” God?

diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. Dr. Sproul mentioned the biblical description of the angels’ appearance in this 
lecture. Is such language literal or figurative? If it is figurative or symbolic, what 
does it symbolize? What is the significance of the description of the wings and 
eyes and the other features?

2. What is the beatific vision? How does this hope find its fulfillment in the new 
heavens and new earth?

3. How did Jonathan Edwards solve the “problem” of our being able to see God, 
who is invisible?

4. How do the biblical accounts of angelic appearances contribute to our under-
standing of worship?



11

3

earthly enforcers

MeSSage introduCtion

In ancient Near Eastern culture, the world was viewed as a kind of two-tiered reality 
where gods stood behind every kingdom. Israel was no different—save that its God 
was no block of wood. As the sovereign Lord of Israel, the means by which we see Him 
enforce His will in Scripture was oftentimes through the mediation of angels. In like 
manner, God continues to use angels today to carry out His desires. In this lecture, Dr. 
Sproul discusses the various times in Scripture that angels appear doing the will of 
God on earth.

SCripture reading

Genesis 3:22–24; Job 38:4–7; Psalm 104:4; Ephesians 6:10–18; Hebrews 1:7

learning objeCtiveS

1. To understand the nature and function of angels on earth.

QuotationS
Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?... On what were its bases sunk, 
or who laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of 
God shouted for joy?

—Job 38:4, 7

High in front advanced,
The brandished sword of God before them blazed
Fierce as a comet; which with torrid heat,
And vapor as the Libyan air adust,
Began to parch that temperate clime; whereat
In either hand the hastening Angel caught
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Our lingering parents, and to the eastern gate
Led them direct, and down the cliff as fast
To the subjected plain; then disappeared.

—John Milton, from Paradise Lost

leCture outline

I. Earth angel

A. In Job 38:7, the Lord God responds to Job out of a whirlwind, “Where were you... 
when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?” 
Traditional exegesis sees these “sons” as angels.

B. But does the same hold true for Genesis 6:2, where the “sons” of God... took wives 
for themselves of all whom they chose”? The resultant seed was evil. It is likely 
that these “sons” were not strictly angels because the ensuing judgment of the 
flood came as a result of human corruption.

C. While the Bible nowhere gives an account of the creation of angels, the text from 
Job serves to remind us of two things: 1) Angels were present at the creation even 
in Genesis 1; and 2) Angels are created beings.

D. To complete the curse on fallen man, God kicks Adam and Eve out of the garden, 
and places a cherubim at the eastern entrance to protect the Tree of Life. This 
helps us better understand the doctrine of God’s providence.

E. In the Scriptures, God is seen actively sustaining His creation (unlike Deism). One 
of the ways He carries out His will, is through the mediation of angels.

F. In Genesis 3:24, we see the first representation of government in Scripture. God 
literally posted a law-enforcement angel to carry out His will on earth. The seri-
ousness of this post is seen in the flaming sword that turned every way.

G. While angelology has rarely produced in-depth studies for the Church, Oscar 
Cullmann broke suit with a collection of essays on the powers of angels as por-
trayed in Scripture. His main points were as follows:
i. Above every earthly government, there is a providential rule of angels—

some of which are good, some of which are evil.
ii. Since it is God who builds up or tears down kingdoms, He uses angels to 

accomplish this providential task.
H. There is some sense in which this is true. Remember the apostle’s admonition to 

wear the whole armor of God in Ephesians 6:10ff.? The struggle is not with flesh 
and blood but with spiritual powers (i.e. wickedness in the heavenlies) that are medi-
ated through earthly governmental structures.

I. In like manner, we see in the book of Daniel that angels mediate behind other 
nations (10:13; 12:1).

J. In Daniel 12:1, Michael, the “great prince” is seen standing “watch over the sons of 
[God’s] people.” There is a distinction in rank here, for this Michael is an “arch,” or 
“chief,” angel. He is given charge over God’s people, and is used as an agent of deliv-
erance. Gabriel has also been historically understood to have been an archangel.
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K. Angels often come in the likeness of human beings. For example, in Genesis 18, “the 
Lord appeared to [Abraham] by the terebinth tree” (v. 1). One important thing to 
note in this passage is how Abraham bows in worship, but if creatures were not to be 
worshiped, then most likely one of theses three visitors was the Lord.

L. As such, this angel of the Lord is so closely associated with God Himself, that he 
accepts worship, and so must either be a Theophany or a Christophany.

M. Other outward appearances of God (or the pre-incarnate Christ) are speculated to 
be Melchizedek (Gen. 14:17ff.), and the angel who meets Joshua east of the Jordan 
(Josh. 5:13).

N. Finally, (and we will pick this up in the next lecture) angels are also sent by God to 
minister to his people. In Genesis 19:11, the angels in Lot’s house strike the infring-
ing Sodomites with blindness, thus interceding for them in a time of crisis. This also 
depicts a way in which angels are used in the providence of God.

Study QueStionS

1. Were the angels present at the creation of this world?
a. No
b. Yes
c. Maybe

2. Angels are created beings.
a. True
b. False
c. I do not know

3. On what side of the garden is the cherub placed after Adam and Eve are kicked 
out?
a. Western
b. Northern
c. Southern
d. Eastern

4. How do God’s providence and angels relate to each other?
a. They do not relate, since angels are free to do whatever they desire.
b. God uses angels to carry out his will.
c. God uses angels as a fighting army.
d. Both b and c

5. An archangel is __________.
a. The lowest angelic rank
b. One of the highest angelic ranks
c. An angel who works strictly as a messenger
d. An angel who has disguised itself as a human since the beginning of time
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6. A “Christophany” is __________.
a. Any visible manifestation of God
b. A pre-incarnate manifestation of Christ
c. Defined as that time when Christ came to earth
d. None of the above.

bible Study

1. What, if anything, does Job 38:4–7 reveal about the timing of the creation of angels?

2. What does Genesis 3:24 teach us about the role the angels play in God’s plan?

3. Read Genesis 6:1–4. Do you think these “sons of God” are angels or men? Why?

4. What does Ephesians 6:12 indicate about the activity of angelic beings?

diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. The Bible nowhere gives a detailed account of the creation of angels. In light of 
that fact, is it wise or necessary to speculate about the time and manner of their 
creation? Why or why not?

2. What did Oscar Cullmann suggest was the relationship between angelic forces 
and earthly governments? Is there any biblical warrant for his theory? Explain.

3. What is the difference (if any) between an angel and an archangel?
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Angels as Ministers

MeSSage introduCtion

Angels appear many times in Scripture as ministers to God’s people. Most notably, 
after the devil departed from Jesus in the Judean wilderness, angels came to min-
ister to Him. That is, they came to comfort Jesus, showing Him that the Father had 
been with Him all along, fortifying Him during Satan’s temptation. In this lecture, Dr. 
Sproul explores the various moments in biblical history when angels have served as 
ministers to God’s people.

SCripture reading

2 Kings 6:8–23; Matthew 4:1–11; Mark 1:12–13; Luke 4:1–13

learning objeCtive

1. To understand how angels serve as ministers to God’s people.

QuotationS
He lays the beams of his chambers on the water; he makes the clouds his chariot; he rides 
on the wings of the wind; he makes his messengers winds, his ministers a flaming fire.

—Psalm 104:3–4

Yet with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;
And man, at war with man, hears not
The love-song which they bring:
O, hush the noise, ye men of strife,
And hear the angels sing!

—Edmund Hamilton Sears, “The Angels’ Song”
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leCture outline

I. The unseen reality

A. 2 Kings 6:8ff.: The Syrian king is seen here desiring to ambush the Israelite forces, 
but to no avail, because Elisha supernaturally informs the Israelite king where 
those ambushes will be. Naturally, the Syrian king thinks there is a traitor in his 
midst, but the blame is quickly laid at the prophet’s feet.

B. When Elisha and his servant awake, they see their city surrounded by Syrian raid-
ers. Elisha tells his apprentice to relax, “for those who are with us are more than 
those who are with them” (v. 16). Reading between the lines here, we can infer 
two things: 1) Elisha believed there were spiritual beings behind both groups of 
people; and 2) Elisha’s servant found it hard to believe such a notion.

C. But Elisha prayed that his servant’s eyes would be opened, so that he would see the 
attending minsters of God, who appeared as horses and chariots of fire (v. 17).

D. This resembles in many ways our Christian faith. Modern man is inclined toward 
skepticism regarding the supernatural realm. But we are nonetheless called to live 
by faith and not by sight (Heb. 11:1). God is invisible, as is His heavenly host, yet we 
are called to trust Him in faith.

E. At its core, the Christian religion is supernatural, and it assumes a world that is 
filled with unseen reality. As in this passage, angels are often invisible. The ques-
tion we would ask those who criticize this position is simple: Did germs exist 
before the microscope? Of course they did. The same principle can be applied to 
the supernatural realm—that we are as yet unable to discern it, but it nonetheless 
exists.

II. The Temptation of Jesus

A. Jesus thwarts Satan by quoting the Word of God.
B. Satan quotes Scripture back at Jesus.
C. Finally, Jesus rebukes Satan, and the demon departs, at which point the angels min-

istered to him. Just as the angels accompanied the Israelites in the wilderness (e.g., 
Ex. 14:19; 23:20), so the angels attend to the Israelite, Jesus. If they were there all 
along, could He see them?

D. We see angels attending Jesus throughout His life. For example, they announce His 
birth (Luke 2:8ff.), guard His tomb (Luke 24:1–7), attend His ascension (Acts 1:10–
11), and will accompany Him at his return (Matt. 16:27; 2 Thess. 1:7). They are with 
Him through His sufferings and His glory.

E. Consider the following correlation: Where the glory of God is eclipsed in culture (as 
well as in the Church), so, too, are angels relegated to the shelf of irrelevance. But 
where the glory of God is honored, and the exaltation of Christ Jesus is upheld, we 
see attending those moments the heavenly host, serving as an escort to the kingdom 
of God.
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Study QueStionS

1. How did Elisha know of the Syrian king’s plans?
a. He transformed into a bird and eavesdropped
b. He had a paid informant
c. By supernatural means
d. None of the above

2. The horses and chariots of fire that appeared in the midst of the mountains were 
on whose side?
a. Moab’s
b. Syria’s
c. Israel’s
d. Edom’s

3. Is it possible that a realm exists beyond our ability to perceive it?
a. Absolutely not
b. A definitive yes

4. How does Jesus thwart Satan’s temptations?
a. By running away
b. By closing His eyes
c. By quoting Scripture
d. Both and b

5. Immediately following Satan’s departure, what happens?
a. Angels chase Satan down and beat him up
b. Angels minister to Jesus
c. Angels carry Jesus into the heavenlies
d. Nothing happened, the writer made it up

6. References to angels are scant in the gospels.
a. True
b. False

bible Study

1. Read the account of Elisha and his servant in 2 Kings 6:8–19. How is this account 
instructive on the nature of the unseen angelic realm?
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2. Read the following descriptions of angelic activity in connection with each event 
in Christ’s life. How is each significant?
a. The temptation (Matthew 4:11)
b. The resurrection (Matthew 28:5–7)
c. The ascension (Acts 1:10–11)

diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. Dr. Sproul discussed the story of Elisha and his servant. Based on the biblical 
account, do you think that the angels were continually visible to Elisha? If so, 
would that fact have any significance?

2. Is there any biblical warrant for the belief in guardian angels? If so, what is the 
evidence?

3. Why should we be less inclined to dismiss the existence of an unseen spiritual 
dimension today than we were even 100 years ago?

4. What is the significance of the angels’ continual ministry to Jesus throughout 
His life?
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Angels as Messengers

MeSSage introduCtion

The quintessential angelic messenger—Gabriel—appears in the biblical narrative at 
precisely the most intense times, announcing God’s cataclysmic plans for the world. 
At other times, heavenly beings appear unnamed to deliver a word from God. Could 
some of these occurrences be the pre-incarnate Christ? In this message, Dr. Sproul 
engages the births of John the Baptist and Jesus, as well as Joshua’s run-in with the 
Lord’s Commander, in order to explain this function of angels as God’s heavenly 
emissaries.

SCripture reading

Joshua 5:13–15; Luke 1:5–38

learning objeCtive

1. To understand the messenger role of angels as portrayed in Scripture.

QuotationS
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angels said to them, “Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

—Luke 2:8–12

Angels to his sight appeared
Crowning the glorious hills of paradise;
Or through the groves gliding like morning mist
Enkindled by the sun. He sat—and talked
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With winged Messengers; who daily brought 
To his small island in the ethereal deep
Tidings of joy and love.

—William Wordsworth, from “The Excursion,” Book 4

leCture outline

I. Gabriel, the voice-box of God

A. In Luke 1:5–25, we see John’s birth announced to Zacharias, a levitical priest. 
Zacharias was chosen by lottery (or, the casting of lots) to participate in the cere-
monies in the Temple. In this particular case, Zacharias was picked to burn incense 
and pray for the nation (1:8–9).

B. People had gathered around to pray at the very hour of incense, but Zacharias was 
delayed. Notice his reaction to the angel’s appearance: “He was troubled, and fear 
fell upon him.” Angels did not appear often (nor did miracles, prophecies, etc.). 
We assume that such things were not rare, but that is because the span of years in 
between the events is condensed in the Bible.

C. “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God...” (v. 19). One other angel, of 
course, is named in the Scriptures—the archangel, Michael.

D. Gabriel announces that he comes as an emissary, but he is no mere errand-boy; 
rather, he comes with the authority of God Himself.

E. In verse 13, we see that the boy is named by the angel. In ancient Near Eastern 
culture, the one who names the child is the one who brandishes the authority over 
that child (cf. Genesis 2:19–20, where Adam names all the animals). John, there-
fore, was God’s chosen vessel to prepare the way for the coming Messiah.

II. Gabriel gives the Ave Maria

A. “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” (Luke 1:28). Notice once again, 
that her response matched Zacharias’—she was not only troubled that an angel 
appeared, but that an angel would say such a thing to her. The angel Gabriel comes 
to relay the words of God to this most blessed woman who would give birth to the 
long-awaited Messiah.

B. As an aside, this portion of Scripture has been the focus of controversy within the 
Catholic church.

C. Divided into “minimalists” and “maximalists,” Catholics argue over the role Mary 
played in redemption. The minimalists contend that her role is pivotal, but she is in 
no way a “co-redemptrix” with Jesus. The maximalists, on the other hand, say that 
she is absolutely essential to the plan of redemption in that she takes part (in some 
sense) in our redemption.
i. The maximalists focus is on the supposed fiat (or command) of verse 

38: “Let it be to me according to your word.” Without this charge over 
Gabriel, redemption would not have been accomplished.
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ii. Protestants weigh-in at this point and argue that the supposed fiat in 
verse 38 is more of an emphatic willingness or acquiescence to be the 
maidservant of God—as opposed to a direct command to the angel.

III. Joshua on the way to Jericho

A. In Joshua 5:13–15, the Israelite army is seen preparing for its first fight in the land of 
Canaan.

B. East of the city of Jericho, the commander of the Israelite army, Joshua, runs into a 
man with a drawn sword. Naturally, Joshua questions the stranger: “Are you for us 
or against us?” Much to his surprise, the man responds, “No.” Joshua expected an 
either-or, but the man says he is neither, for he is the “Commander of the army of 
the Lord.”

C. Joshua at once falls on his face in worship of the commander. The man then tells 
Joshua to remove his sandals, for he is standing on holy ground. Remember, no 
creature was to be worshiped, but this being accepted Joshua’s worship. Who, then, 
could this person be? The other issue this raises is one to which we shall turn in our 
next lecture: angel-worship.

Study QueStionS

1. The angel Gabriel comes to Zacharias as a __________.
a. Soldier
b. Tester
c. Messenger
d. None of the above

2. Naming a child in ancient Near Eastern culture signifies what?
a. That the child will grow up to fulfill his or her name
b. Nothing
c. That the one naming has authority over the one named
d. All of the above

3. The Ave Maria is found in __________.
a. Luke 1:46ff.
b. Luke 1:28
c. Luke 1:29
d. Luke 1:38

4. The Catholic maximalist believes what about Mary?
a. That Mary’s role is almost nil in the plan of redemption
b. That she had a choice to be the mother of Jesus
c. That Mary is the real Savior of the world
d. That she plays not only a pivotal role in the plan of redemption, but is neces-

sary for our redemption
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5. The Protestant take on Mary’s “fiat” is as follows:
a. That it is really a resignation along the lines of, “Whatever you say”
b. That it is a direct command to Gabriel that she will be the one
c. That it is emphatic willingness or acquiescence to God’s will
d. None of the above

6. The answer of the Commander that Joshua meets east of the Jordan is, in effect, 
the following:
a. “I am for no one.”
b. “I am for you.”
c. “Are you for or against me?”
d. All of the above

bible Study

1. Read the account of the angel’s appearance to Zacharias in Luke 1:5–25. What 
does the angel say? What is Zacharias’ response? What is the result?

2. Read the account of the angel’s appearance to Mary in Luke 1:26–38. What does 
the angel say? What is Mary’s response? What is the result?

diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. Why did the appearance of an angel to Zacharias strike fear into him? How do 
people react in many modern and New Age claims of encounters with angels?

2. How does the act of naming something or someone demonstrate dominion? 
What are some examples from Scripture?

3. Explain the Roman Catholic understanding of “Mary’s fiat.” How should Protes-
tants respond to this teaching?
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Angel Worship?

MeSSage introduCtion

Not since the first century has angel worship gained so much ground. A simple search 
with the word angel on the internet produces millions of results. Clearly, angels have 
become en vogue once again. But whether it is the love of self, or money, or angels, 
the first commandment remains ignored, broken, and cast aside. In this lecture, Dr. 
Sproul expounds upon the supremacy of Christ Jesus, and His excellency, which far 
exceeds that of any angel.

SCripture reading

Colossians 1:15–23; Hebrews 1

learning objeCtive

1. To understand why angels are not to be worshipped, and how Christ Jesus  
 supercedes them all.

QuotationS
Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in 
detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding 
fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its 
joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.

—Colossians 2:18–19

Jesus, who pass’d the angels by,
Assume’d our flesh to bleed and die;
And still he makes it his abode;
As man he fills the throne of God.
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Our next of kin, our Brother now,
Is he to whom the angels bow;
They join with us to praise his name,
But we the nearest int’rest claim.

—John Newton, “Man Honored Above Angels”

leCture outline

I. The supremacy of Christ Jesus

A. As we saw in the last lecture, Joshua 5:13 raises the question of angel worship. It 
was a common practice in many ancient Near Eastern religions, and many of the 
early Christians had to deal with the issue, since many gentile converts brought 
this pagan baggage into the faith (cf. Col. 2:18).

B. The clearest exposition of Jesus’ supremacy over the cosmic powers besides the 
letter to the Colossians is the letter to the Hebrews. It assumes, at the outset, 
Deuteronomy 5:7–11: “You shall have no other gods before me....” Worshipping any 
being save God would be a direct violation of this commandment.

C. “... through whom also he created the world” (Heb. 1:2). This is the cosmic Christ 
of Colossians, and the One through whom all things were made—“without Him 
nothing was made that was made” (John 1:3).

D. He is the “appointed heir” in Hebrews 1:2, and is therefore supreme. In fact, 
these opening verses in this letter represents some of the most elevated 
Christology in Scripture. The son is the very brightness of God’s glory; He is the 
essence of God (v. 3). This is the gloria Patria—the glory ascribed to deity alone.

E. Christ Jesus achieved in his humanity what Adam failed—the perfect image-bearing 
of God. Speaking of Christ’s incarnation and ministry (vv. 3b–4), the author recounts 
how, after atoning for the sins of His people, He was exalted far above the angels, by 
inheritance obtaining “a more excellent name than theirs” (cf. Phil. 2:5–11).

F. But what name did Christ inherit? ‘Adonay (Hebrew), Kurios (Greek), or, in our 
English translations, Lord. God the Father has conferred His divine name upon 
the Son.

II. Christ Jesus compared to the angels

A. In Hebrews 1:5–14, Jesus is seen as the Son, while angels are emissaries, not sons 
sharing in the essence of God. Sonship is not a biological designation so much as it 
is a metaphysical designation. That is, Jesus has inherited His sonship.

B. He was, as the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed states, “begotten, not made.” The 
creed further sought to protect the Church from the then rampant Arianism by 
including the clause, “the only-begotten.” In other words, Christ’s “begotteness” is 
both special and eternal; He was not a creation like the rest of the universe.

C. In Hebrews 1:6, we see the angels worshipping the Son. Once again, since God 
forbids creature worship, we can only conclude that Christ is no creature, but part 
and parcel of the Triune God.
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D. Note in conclusion that verse 13 speaks of Christ’s current session at the right hand 
of the Father. He has been given all authority, and no creature (angels included, the 
author points out) is ever seated at God’s right hand. Angels do not rule over the 
cosmos, but they are ministers throughout the cosmos, sent not to everyone, but to 
the heirs of salvation (v. 14).

Study QueStionS

1. What letters in the New Testament most clearly speak of the supremacy of Christ 
Jesus?
a. 1 and 2 Thessalonians
b. Colossians and Hebrews
c. 2 Peter and James
d. 2 John and Jude

2. Worshipping an angel would be in direct violation of which commandment?
a. The third
b. The fourth
c. The eighth
d. The first

3. Whose glory, according to the first chapter of Hebrews, does Jesus radiate?
a. The Spirit’s
b. The Father’s
c. The world’s
d. No one’s

4. According to Hebrews 1:5, what is a major difference between Jesus and the angels?
a. Jesus has no wings
b. Jesus came to earth as a human being
c. Jesus is the Son of God
d. Both a and b

5. “Begotten” in Hebrews 1:5 refers to the “time” when Jesus was __________.
a. Created
b. Made the Son in eternity past
c. Born to Mary
d. Exalted as the redemptive Son

6. According to Hebrews 1:13–14, how are Jesus and the angels differentiated?
a. The angels are given rule over the cosmos
b. God confers upon Jesus all dominion and authority
c. Jesus is sent out to minister to those who are to inherit salvation, while the 

angels sit at the right hand of God.
d. None of the above
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bible Study

1. Read Joshua 5:13–15. What happens in this text? Is Joshua rebuked for his 
action? Why or why not?

2. What does Paul say about the worship of angels in Colossians 2:18?

3. Read Hebrews 1:1–14. How does the author of Hebrews contrast Christ with the 
angels in this chapter?

diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. Why is it improper to worship angels? Where does Scripture forbid such 
worship?

2. What was the heresy of Arius? What modern cults share Arius’ understanding of 
Christ?

3. What does it mean to be “seated at the right hand of God”? Has God ever seated 
any angels at His right hand?

4. What are some of the differences between angels and Christ that are mentioned 
in Scripture?
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the Adversary

MeSSage introduCtion

The cursed angel of darkness is no light matter. Everywhere in the Bible he is 
described as the adversary of God’s people on earth. He is the quintessential back-
stabbing coward, dangerous and subtle in his ways. But the Christian must not fear 
him in the same way that he or she fears the Lord, for we need only to resist him, so 
that he will flee (Jas. 4:7). What the church needs, then, is to know his ways, so that 
they may be discerned. In this message, Dr. Sproul explores the person of Satan as 
revealed in the Scriptures.

SCripture reading

Luke 22:31–34; Ephesians 4:26–7; James 4:7; 1 John 3:8

learning objeCtive

1. To be wary of the deceitfulness of Satan.

QuotationS
Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 
but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers.

—Luke 22:31–32

The Angels in high places
Who minister to us,
Reflect God’s smile,—their faces
Are luminous;
Save one, whose face is hidden,
(The Prophet saith),
The unwelcome, the unbidden,
Azrael, Angel of Death.

—Robert Gilbert Welsh, “Azrael”
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leCture outline

I. The quintessence of evil

A. We lecture on Satan with much trepidation, for it is one thing to speak of him 
in the abstract, but quite another when discussing his person as portrayed in 
Scripture. He is the arch-fiend, and is no imaginary threat.

B. Satan has often been relegated to the realm of ghosts, goblins, and witches. Indeed, 
many believe in God, but not in Satan. Is there any reason in the Scriptures that 
would suggest God does not use evil for his own purposes?

C. The popular image of Satan (horns, tail, cape, pitchfork) comes largely from the 
Middle Ages, when, in general, people were more inclined to presuppose the exis-
tence of a supernatural realm.

D. But their understanding of Satan was more significant than ours today. They 
rightly saw Satan’s ultimate weakness as pride; it was the crux of his vulnerability. 
Depicting Satan in such a silly manner, then, was meant to “knock him down to 
size.” In other words, they were poking fun at him.

II. The Scriptural witness

A. The word satan literally means “adversary,” which is a fitting name, because he is 
indeed portrayed as the arch-enemy, the ultimate opponent to all that is good, and 
of all those who have put their trust in Christ. But he is especially the arch-enemy 
of Christ Jesus Himself.

B. In the account of the Fall of Genesis 3, we see Satan manifested in the serpent, and 
receiving a direct curse from the mouth of God. The serpent is cursed to crawl on 
its belly, enmity is put between it and the woman, and, though it will bruise the 
heel of the woman’s offspring, the future child will bruise the serpent’s head.

C. This, of course, is also known as the proto-euangelion, or the first witness that one 
is coming who will be victorious. It is promise amidst curse (which is often the 
case in Scripture). From then on, every time Satan enters the biblical scene, he is 
an adversary to the people of God.

D. In Church history, there have been two main distortions regarding the fallen angel, 
Satan:
i. His existence is often under-emphasized, and subsequently his power and 

his threat are minimized.
ii. On the other hand, greater power and influence are attributed to him than 

he actually has, as if he is God’s co-equal.
E. But Satan is a creature. He has none of the incommunicable attributes of God (e.g., 

omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence). While communicable attributes like 
(imperfect) goodness, are bequeathed to God’s creation, the incommunicable attri-
butes are never given to creatures. Put differently, God cannot create another god 
equal to Himself. Satan is limited in this creaturely sense.
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III. What is Satan?

A. He is crafty, like the serpent, who with subtlety attacked our first parents.
B. He is a liar, indeed, he is the father of lies. His greatest lie of all is that mankind 

can act autonomously, that is, without subjugation to the almighty God. Every time 
we believe we are the masters of our own destiny, we believe this lie (this does not 
preclude responsibility for our actions).

C. He is incredibly powerful. While he is far beneath God, he is much stronger than 
we are. Consider the time when Jesus informs Saint Peter that he will deny Him 
(Luke 22:31–34). Satan desired to “sift like wheat” the apostle. This describes any-
thing but human power against the evil one. In other words, we humans are like 
wheat compared to the strength of Satan.

D. Consider also this metaphor Saint Peter uses to describe him: “... Your adversary the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

E. This view of Satan, however, must always be tempered with the fact that his 
strength is limited, that there is a chain around his neck: “Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you” (Jas. 4:7).

F. The children of God have been given this power through the Holy Spirit, for “he 
who is in you is greater than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).

G. Therefore, God is our fortress, “a very present help in trouble” (Ps. 46:1). We will 
therefore not fear the wiles of the devil and his minions.

Study QueStionS

1. When did people first begin to describe Satan as a creature with a tail, horns, and 
pitchfork?
a. 4,300 BC
b. During the First Advent
c. The Middle Ages
d. The modern era

2. What was the purpose of depicting him in such a way?
a. Exalting him
b. Appeasing his wrath
c. Attacking his pride
d. None of the above

3. The word satan literally means “__________.”
a. Ugly one
b. Adversary
c. Brother
d. Angel of light
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4. Which of the following is not a common mistake regarding Satan in the Church?
a. His existence is often under-emphasized, and subsequently his power and 

his threat are minimized
b. His existence is denied
c. Greater power and influence are attributed to him than he actually has, as if 

he is God’s co-equal.
d. All of the above

5. Which of the following attributes does Satan share with God?
a. Omnipresence
b. Omniscience
c. Omnipotence
d. Invisible to the human eye

6. What metaphor does Saint Peter use to describe Satan?
a. A grain of wheat
b. A ferocious mouse
c. A sea-dragon
d. A roaring lion

bible Study

1. What do we learn about Satan through the serpent in Genesis 3:1?

2. What is Satan’s ultimate end, according to the curse on the serpent in Genesis 
3:14–15?

3. Read Luke 22:31. What is implied about Satan’s power in this text?

4. Read John 8:44. What two things does Jesus teach us about Satan here?

5. How are James 4:7 and 1 John 4:4 encouraging to those with a superstitious fear 
of Satan?

diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. Why do so many people have a difficult time believing in the existence of Satan?

2. Where did the image of Satan as a being with horns, hooves, and a pitchfork 
originate? Why was that imagery prominent?

3. Historically, what are the two most serious misunderstandings concerning 
the person and work of Satan? Why is it important to remember both of these 
mistakes?

4. What divine attributes are often wrongly attributed to Satan? How has this cre-
ated misunderstandings of Satan’s work and nature?
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the Angel of “Light”

MeSSage introduCtion

Coming in the form of beauty, or as a gentleman in a world of barbarians, Satan slyly 
seeks to lead God’s people astray. We must not conceive of him as a hideous monster 
who attacks from the front. No, this evil being would much rather have us forget 
about the fight altogether, so that he may sneak in through the back door. Every 
effort, then, must be made to wear the whole armor of God (Eph. 6:10–20). In this 
lecture, Dr. Sproul examines the metamorphic nature of Satan, as well as his roles of 
tempter and accuser.

SCripture reading

Job 1:16–21, 2:4–7; Matthew 4:3–10, 12:24; 2 Corinthians 11:14; Revelation 12:7–12

learning objeCtive

1. To understand Satan’s metamorphic character, as well as his roles as tempter  
 and accuser.

QuotationS
For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of 
Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is no 
surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end 
will correspond to their deeds.

—2 Corinthians 11:13–15

How like a mounting devil in the heart
Rules the unreined ambition! Let it once
But play the monarch, and its haughty brow
Glows with a beauty that bewilders thought
And unthrones peace forever. Putting on
The very pomp of Lucifer, it turns
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The heart to ashes, and with not a spring
Left in the bosom for the spirit’s lip,
We look upon our splendor and forget
The thirst of which we perish!

—Nathanial Parker Willis, “Parrhasius”

leCture outline

1. Satan’s metamorphic character

A. This attribute is mostly overlooked (he would have it no other way).
B. Satan apparently has the ability to manifest himself sub species boni, or, “under the 

auspices of good.” That is, he is far removed from the horns, tail, and pitchfork, 
instead opting to come as an “angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:4). He disguises himself with 
harmless beauty, never hideous fangs and a monstrous visage.

II. The tempter and accuser

A. As tempter, we see him symbolized in the garden, and physically manifest in the 
wilderness with Jesus.

B. As an aside, notice that the temptation of Jesus was far more difficult than the 
temptation in the garden. One was paradise, the other was a wasteland. Our first 
parents had full stomachs and companionship, but Jesus no doubt had hunger 
pains, and was in total solitude.

C. In tempting, Satan tries to muddle the line between happiness and hedonistic plea-
sure. He actually strives to make sin look good to us. God, on the other hand, never 
tempts His people, but He does test them (Jas. 1:13; cf. Gen. 22:1; Ps. 11:5; Prov. 17:3; 
I Thess. 2:4).

D. In Job 1:1ff., we see Satan walking all over the earth (i.e., he exacted much influ-
ence over it). God challenges his supposed authority with the following question, 
“Have you considered my servant Job?” (v. 8). Satan responds that Job is just a 
“fairweather friend,” so God allows Satan to test him.
i. Notice that Satan can indeed bring physical affliction
ii. Notice, too, that Satan could not lift a finger against Job without divine 

permission
E. “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one” (Matt. 6:13). 

There is marked parallelism at work in this verse, that is, the first clause equals the 
second. We are to pray that God would keep his hedge of protection around us, so 
that we may not be exposed to the wiles of the devil.

F. We are vulnerable, and we need God’s sustaining protection. Job is a good example 
of this. For him, the hedge was lifted. But in all these things, God is glorified, and 
his people are vindicated.

G. As an accuser, Satan acts as the diabolos of the brethren, accusing God’s people 
with guilt, by throwing the reality of our sins into our face. In this he attempts to 
take away our joy and reliance upon the Gospel of Christ Jesus.
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H. Sometimes it is hard to determine between the Spirit’s conviction and the devil’s 
accusation, because they both might be pointing to the same sin. But there is 
always a sweetness to conviction because its sole purpose is to bring about repen-
tance—contra accusation, which purpose is to destroy our faith.

I. In similar fashion, the authors of the Heidelberg Catechism ask in their very first 
question: “What is your only comfort in life and death?” The answer? “That I am 
not my own, but belong... to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for 
all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the 
devil,” etc. We have no alternative but to cling to the Gospel.

III. Daemonia

A. Satan has a whole army of soldiers, commonly called “demons.”
B. Notice that there was heightened demonic activity during the Incarnation. There 

are numerous accounts in the gospels of possessions, oppressions, physical harm, 
and property damage. It seems that with the Son of God so close to them, the 
demons could not stay still.

C. Regenerate persons cannot be held hostage by the power of Satan through demon 
possession. But the Church can be oppressed, harassed, tempted, and even 
attacked. Through all the fiery darts of the devil, however, God’s people must 
always cling to the fact that “he who is in you is greater than he who is in the 
world” (1 John 4:4).

Study QueStionS

1. Satan comes sub species boni, or “__________.”
a. Under the skin of human beings
b. Under the auspices of the good
c. Under the auspices of the evil
d. None of the above

2. Which of the following is a major role of Satan in Scripture?
a. Trickster
b. Warrior
c. Musician
d. Tempter

3. As a tempter, Satan tries to muddle the line between __________.
a. Happiness and joy
b. Happiness and hedonistic pleasure
c. Evil actions and heinous actions
d. Pleasure and pain
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4. How is Matthew 6:13 best translated?
a. “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil.”
b. “And lead us not into temptation.”
c. “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”
d. None of the above

5. By throwing guilt and the reality of sin into the faces of God’s people, Satan acts 
as the __________.
a. Tempter
b. Accuser
c. Soldier
d. Agent of godly conviction

6. Demons are __________.
a. A fictitious group of fallen angels
b. A very real army of fallen angels
c. Humans who were once angels.
d. None of the above.

bible Study

1. What do we learn about Satan and his activity from Job 1?

2. Read the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9–13. How does it affect our understanding 
of this prayer to know the last line is literally “deliver us from the evil one” rather 
than “deliver us from evil”?

3. Why is it important for us always to keep the teaching of 2 Corinthians 11:14 in 
mind?

diSCuSSion QueStionS

1. What does Dr. Sproul mean when he speaks of the “metamorphic character” of 
Satan?

2. What are the two main functions of Satan, according to Scripture?

3. What does it mean when we pray, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from the evil one”?

4. Do you think Christians can be demon possessed? Why or why not?


