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introduction

Each study guide in the Ligonier Ministries Curriculum Series is designed to com-
plement the audio/video presentation made by Dr. R.C. Sproul. With characteristic 
enthusiasm, R.C.’s messages capture the heart and the mind of the listener. He insists, 
however, that the learning process is not complete until additional study, reflection, 
and application have occurred.

This study guide acts as a springboard; it incorporates all of R.C.’s presentation, but 
helps the user explore in more depth and breadth the implications of the lesson. 
Whether it is used in the context of a small group or in private study, the springboard 
effect ensures that the variety of people’s needs is taken into consideration.

The goal of each series is to sufficiently interact with the material until the impli-
cation and application become evident. R.C.’s appeal to the heart and the mind is 
intended to set in motion the will and the actions. At its best, Christian education 
should produce obedience and foster Christlike character.

SeSSion ConTenTS

As you work through this study guide, you will notice the different sections in each 
session. Each section has a specific purpose, designed to help you explore the mate-
rial, understand key insights, and then apply them to your life.

Preparation (five minutes). Discuss one of the two opening questions. (If you have 
time, you may want to talk about both.) These will help group members start thinking 
about the topic R.C. is going to address. Invite each person to express an opinion or 
share an experience. As group leader, you can model the kind and length of response 
you want by answering first (as long as your answer doesn’t sound like the final 
word). Keep your answer brief so that preparation doesn’t consume too much of the 
group’s time.

Audio/Video Lecture Notes (thirty minutes). Introduce the video by explaining 
very briefly what R.C. will discuss in this segment. Give group members a minute to 
look over the questions they should try to answer as they watch the video. Generous 
space is provided for taking notes. 
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Discussion (fifteen minutes). These questions are designed to encourage discussion 
in a class setting or to stimulate reflection when used for individual study. Some are 
drawn directly from the lecture; others are meant to probe related topics not touched 
on by R.C., possibly provoking varying opinions and experiences to be shared. In a  
fifteen-minute discussion, you may have time for only about three questions. We 
have provided more than enough questions so that you can select those that seem 
most relevant or interesting to your group.

Implications (ten minutes). These questions help the student understand the per-
sonal implications of the truths discovered thus far in the lesson. They serve to guide 
discussion toward a response that can be made in the student’s daily life. Allow a few 
minutes for each person to write their responses.

As group leader, you can model a level of honesty and vulnerability by offering your 
own answers first. It is up to you to establish an atmosphere in which people feel 
comfortable revealing their true feelings and situations.

Bible Study. This section consists of questions to guide your study and discussion 
through several passages of Scripture relating to the topic for that session.

Lecture Outline. At the end of each session, a complete lecture outline is included. 
It is not intended to replace note-taking during the presentation, but serves as a more 
thorough review and reference.

leADing A DiSCUSSion

Here are some tips for holding a provocative discussion.

Pay attention to how you ask the questions. Don’t say, “What did you get for num-
ber 1?” Instead, by your tone of voice convey:

• your interest and enthusiasm for the question, and
• your warmth toward the group.

The group will adopt your attitude, your level of energy, and your enthusiasm. Read 
the questions as though you were asking them of good friends.

Know how to react when the discussion falters.
• Be comfortable with silence. Let the group wrestle with possible answers. 

Don’t be quick to jump in and rescue the group with your answers.
• Reword a question if the group has trouble understanding it.
• If the discussion is winding down on a question, go on to the next one. It’s not 

necessary to push people to see every possible angle.

Feel free to answer questions yourself occasionally, especially when it would be 
helpful to model the depth of openness and thought you hope others will show. Don’t 
answer every question, but don’t be a silent observer.
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Ask only one question at a time. Often, participants’ responses will suggest a fol-
low-up question to you. Be discerning as to when you are following a fruitful train of 
thought and when you are going off on a tangent.

Be aware of time. Don’t spend so much time on discussion questions that you run 
out of time for the personal implications.

Encourage constructive controversy. The group can learn a lot from struggling 
with the many sides of an issue. If you aren’t threatened when someone disagrees, 
the whole group will be more open and vulnerable. Intervene only if the discussion 
changes from debating ideas and interpretations of Scripture to attacking each oth-
er’s feelings and character.

Don’t be the expert. People will stop talking if they think that you are judging their 
answers or that you think you know best. Let the Bible be the expert, the final say. Let 
group members be the experts on their feelings and experiences.

Encourage people to share feelings as well as facts. There are two dimensions of 
truth: the truth about how people feel, and the truth about who God is and what is 
right. People need to face their real feelings (even anger) about abortion, as well as 
the facts and logic of the issue.

Summarize the discussion frequently. Help the group see where the discussion is 
going.

WAYS To USe THiS STUDY gUiDe

This study may be completed in seven sessions of 45–60 minutes in length, or in 
seven sessions of 90–120 minutes in length. This study guide is equally useful for 
Sunday school classes, small-group studies, and individual study.

For Sunday school. The seven sessions in this study guide fit well in a conventional 
Sunday school setting. One session may be completed each week. These are recom-
mended time allotments:

 Preparation   5 minutes

 Lecture 30 minutes

 Discussion 10 minutes

 Implications 15 minutes

 Bible Study 15 minutes
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For small-group study. This study guide encourages a high degree of interaction 
between participants. The discussion questions are engaging and challenging to 
people with different viewpoints and levels of understanding. Recommended time 
allotments are:

 Preparation   5 minutes

 Lecture 30 minutes

 Discussion 15 minutes

 Implications 10 minutes

 Bible Study 20 minutes

For individual study. This guide may also be profitably used for personal study 
together with the lecture series. Taking the time to write out your answers will result 
in a higher level of understanding and retention and greater personal growth.

liFelong CHriSTiAn eDUCATion

Abortion is only one of many series offered by Ligonier Ministries. The impact of 
this series can be so profoundly life-changing that it produces a desire for additional 
teaching on God’s work in our lives.

We invite you to continue your Christian growth through the resources developed by 
Ligonier Ministries. For a free catalog, call 1-800-435-4343.
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1

What Are the Key issues?

On one side of the chasm are those who advocate abortion as a fundamental human 
right. On the other side are those who assert that abortion is a moral evil. In a rel-
ativistic society sanitized of any objective standards of right and wrong, . . . the two 
sides are doing nothing more than expressing feelings. There is no rational way to 
choose between them. When moral judgments are based on feelings alone, compromise 
becomes impossible.

—Charles Colson

PrePArATion

1. Think of someone you know who is actively involved on either side of the abor-
tion debate. As far as you can tell, what motivated him or her to become personally 
involved in this struggle?

2. Some issues are resolved relatively quickly in public debate. What do you think 
makes the ongoing debate about abortion in our nation so intense and lengthy?

Throughout the series, R.C. makes reference to the following words, at times with-
out definition. It will prove helpful to define and distinguish these words before R.C. 
begins teaching.

• Ovum: the unfertilized female reproductive cell, which after fertilization is termed 
a zygote, and is capable of developing into a new individual.

• Zygote: the cell produced by the union of the mature male sperm and the female 
egg cell.

• Embryo: a developing human individual from the time of implantation on the wall 
of the uterus up to the eighth week after conception.

• Fetus: the developing human in the womb, from the third month after conception 
until the time of birth.
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AUDio/ViDeo leCTUre noTeS

1. What are some issues that have seriously threatened national unity in the past?
2. What issues make the abortion controversy so complex and volatile?
3. What are the key questions behind the pivotal issues in this controversy?
4.  What are the major sources of authority that provide answers for the fundamental 

questions dividing us? What difficulties do we encounter with each source?

DiSCUSSion

1. Can you think of any recent news events that illustrate the “spirit of tolerance” in 
our nation? Name one or two.

2. Why is there often “more heat than light” when abortion is discussed among 
friends or debated in public?

3. If the abortion controversy is so multifaceted, why do you suppose people argue 
about it so simplistically?

4. What insights did you gain by considering the abortion controversy as a massive 
collision of rights?

5. Biblical authority alone is usually sufficient in the church. Why, then, are addi-
tional sources of authority used for attempting to resolve this debate?

6. What makes it difficult for people to honestly examine their position and deter-
mine why they are pro-abortion, pro-choice, or pro-life?

7. What’s attractive about remaining undecided or “sitting on the fence”?

iMPliCATionS

1. How would you describe your current feelings about the abortion debate?
a. Passionately angry at pro-life advocates
b. Passionately angry at pro-choice or pro-abortion supporters
c. Exasperated with all sides
d. Pleased with what is happening
e. Indifferent
f. Other _________________________________________________

2. What barriers could hold you back from examining your position and reasons 
for it?

3. Other people often have a powerful influence on our values and convictions. 
Who would become disappointed or angry with you for changing your mind? 
Strengthening your convictions? Getting off the fence? Staying on the fence?
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BiBle STUDY

1. Read Acts 19:23–41.
a. What parallels do you notice between the abortion controversy and the one 

focused on in this passage?
b. To what motives did Demetrius appeal to incite the workers to action? What 

tactics are used by either side to influence people to become actively in-
volved in the public debate on abortion?

c. What underlying issues contributed to the Ephesian riot? Which of the is-
sues could ignite rioting in the abortion controversy?

2. What might keep leaders in local congregations from acting on their convictions? 
(John 12:42–43)

3. Why is remaining undecided about abortion an unacceptable alternative for 
Christians? (Luke 11:42)

4. Why should a believer carefully examine his or her position on abortion?  
(2 Tim. 2:15)

5. What help is available to believers to think through the abortion issue and come 
to a reasoned decision? (James 1:5–8)

leCTUre oUTline

1. Living in a great country
a. The spirit of tolerance
b. Working together after presidential elections

2. Times when the nation has been torn apart
a. The tragedy of the Civil War
b. The Civil Rights movement
c. The struggle of the Vietnam War

3. A complex issue
a. Highly charged with emotion
b. A profoundly ethical issue
c. An issue of life-and-death significance

4. A massive conflict of perceived rights
a. The rights of women
b. The right of privacy
c. The rights of individuals
d. The rights of the unborn
e. The relationship between church and state
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5. The core issue of whether abortion is murder
a. Is the fetus alive?
b. Is it human life?
c. Is it a person?
d. Pro-choice voters are generally not advocating abortion with the intent to 

murder
6. The foundational question of when life begins
7. The sources of authority for answering these ethical questions

a. The Bible, natural law, and government decision
b. Christians are often divided on what the Bible teaches
c. Natural law is often vague
d. Majority vote is often wrong

8. The need to examine your position carefully
a. The issue is often clouded by emotions and passions
b. Understand the reasons for your position
c. This issue is too serious to remain on the fence
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2

How Sacred is Human Life?

I see no reason for attributing to man a significance in kind different from that which 
belongs to a baboon or a grain of sand.

—Oliver Wendell Holmes

I do not feel that I am a product of chance, a speck of dust in the universe, but someone 
who was expected, prefigured. In short, a being whom only a creator could put here; and 
this idea of a creating hand refers to God.

—Jean-Paul Sartre

PrePArATion

1. Heroic attempts to protect, defend, or promote human life are in the news all the 
time. Give some examples that you have heard recently, especially news events that 
have nothing to do with abortion.

2. Why do you want to be treated with dignity and respect?
•  Imago Dei: that likeness or resemblance to God in which man was originally 

created and which was vitiated in the fall in the Garden of Eden.
•  Jus Gentium: the rules and principles of law derived from the customs of all na-

tions as opposed to those rules derived from divine law, civil law, or firm within 
the human mind.

AUDio/ViDeo leCTUre noTeS

1. Why is the concept of the sanctity of human life important to the abortion debate?
2. What does the Bible teach about the sanctity of human life?
3. What can we learn from natural law about the sanctity of human life?
4. What are the legal considerations regarding the sanctity of human life?
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DiSCUSSion

1. If such a strong case can be made for the sanctity of human life, why do you think 
this controversy remains unresolved?

2. Why is clarity on the sanctity of human life crucial for arriving at a verdict about 
the rightness of abortion?

3. On what grounds do people who deny the credibility of the Bible and the existence 
of God base the value of human life?

4. a. Where have you seen the principle of the sanctity of human life upheld in legal  
 decisions and law enforcement?
b.  Where have you seen it abused or ignored?

5. Some politicians and many citizens take the position of being personally opposed 
to abortion, while supporting abortion-on-demand as public policy. What do you 
think about this position? What merit or problems does it have?

6. a. Who do you believe should have the burden of proof in the abortion debate?
 b. What should they be required to prove?
 c. Which standard should be applied—beyond a reasonable doubt, by the  

 preponderance of evidence, or some other?
7. Which argument or illustration for the sanctity of human life is most compelling to 

you?

iMPliCATionS

1. What bearing does the concept of the sanctity of human life have on the abortion 
debate?

2. Consider these two concepts: the image of God in man and the sanctity of human 
life. How might they motivate you to change the way you treat others?

BiBle STUDY

1. Read Genesis 1:27. What does it mean that people are created in the image of God?

2. In the first command given to the human race, what do we learn about God? 
(Gen. 1:28)

3. What does the establishment of capital punishment tell us about the value of life? 
(Gen. 9:5–6)

4. What do we learn about the sanctity of life from Exodus 20:12–16?

5. Read Exodus 21:12–17. What do the laws concerning people show us about the 
sanctity of human life?
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6. What does Jesus teach us about fully obeying God’s laws? (Matt. 5:21–22)

7. What is the “elliptical nature” of the law? What are some of the unspoken impli-
cations of Exodus 20:13?

leCTUre oUTline

1. The concept of the sanctity of human life is crucial to the question of the rightness 
of abortion
a. Losing sight of the central point
b. The sanctity of human life weighs on this situation
c. All people want to be treated with dignity

2. The biblical perspective on the sanctity of life
a. The image of God in all people (Gen. 1:27–28)
b. Capital punishment is established for murder (Gen. 9:4–6;  

Ex. 20:13; 21:12)
c. Christ taught that all of life is sacred (Matt. 5:21–22)

3. Principles on the sanctity of human life from natural law and science
a. Every society develops laws protecting human life
b. There are universal laws beyond individual conscience
c. The struggle for life and against death in biology
d. The natural process to ensure reproduction

4. The governmental view of the sanctity of life
a. The inalienable rights in the Constitution
b. The burden of proof in capital cases
c. We must be certain before picking up the sword
d. We need better grounds than preference or convenience
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3

When does Life Begin?

Human law has the nature of law insofar as it partakes of right reason; and it is clear 
that, in this respect, it is derived from the eternal law. But insofar as it deviates from 
reason, it is called an unjust law, and has the nature not of law but of violence.

—Thomas Aquinas

PrePArATion

1. Do most of the people you know believe that life begins at conception, at viability, 
or at birth? Why do you think they believe that?

2. Why do you suppose there is so much confusion about when life begins?

AUDio/ViDeo leCTUre noTeS

1. What does the Bible teach concerning when life begins?
2. What medical evidence clearly marks the beginning of life?
3. At what point does the law extend legal protection of personhood to the unborn 

child?

DiSCUSSion

1. What surprised you most about each of the following?
a. The biblical evidences for the origin of life
b. The position of leading theologians throughout the history of the church
c. The biological facts of the development of the fetus

2. How is the potential destruction of actual life different from the actual destruction 
of potential life?

3. How does our inability to see, feel, or hear the fetus affect our decision about when 
life begins?

4. Do you think there is a difference between when life begins and when personhood 
begins? If so, what are satisfactory criteria for determining personhood? If not, 
why not?
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5. What is the current legislation in your state and the Supreme Court regarding 
abortion? (If you don’t know, you might make it a group project to find out. How 
can you get this information?)

6. Why should an average person be concerned about the technicalities of the ques-
tion of when life begins? How does this issue touch him or her at every stage of 
life?

7. What principles do you believe should govern decision making when the data or 
available information is not certain or complete?

In his book Abortion: A Rational Look at an Emotional Issue (p. 73), R.C. writes,

 Suppose I am uncertain about whether or not [abortion] is a legitimate moral option 
... I must first consider my options: if we face two options, one of which clearly is 
legitimate and the other possibly but not certainly is evil, we must refrain from the 
second or we inadvertently become guilty of evil . . . To choose what may be evil when 
another option is available to you is to act in bad faith. Whatever is not of faith is sin.

iMPliCATionS

1. Why would some of your friends or co-workers like to avoid thinking about this 
issue altogether?

2. How has this session affected your thinking about when life begins?

3. How should your conclusions about when life begins affect your stance on abor-
tion? On parenting? On other matters?

BiBle STUDY

1. Read Exodus 21:22–25 in several different versions, including any textual notes at 
the bottom of the page.
a. What words or phrases provide translation difficulties? (See pages 64–67 in 

the appendix for an extended discussion of this passage.)
b. What abrupt conclusions or incorrect interpretations of this passage should 

be avoided?

2. For what natural process does David credit God in Psalm 139:13–16?

3. What evidence is there that God notices and cares about people prior to birth? 
(See Jer. 1:5, for example.)

4. How does the story of Mary’s visit to Elizabeth support the position that the 
unborn child is a living, human person? (Luke 1:39–45)



16  Abortion

THE STAGES OF PRENATAL DEVELOPMENT

18–25 Days (third week): Though the mother may not know that she is 
pregnant, her baby’s heart is beating. At twenty days the foundation is created 
for the brain, spinal cord, and nervous system.

30 Days ( fifth week): The baby is a quarter-inch long, has a brain of 
unmistakable human proportions, eyes, ears, mouth, kidneys, liver, and 
umbilical cord. There is a regular flow of the child’s own manufactured blood 
within the vascular system.

42 Days (sixth week): The skeleton is complete in cartilage, not bone; buds 
of milk teeth appear, and he or she makes his or her first movements of limbs 
and body.

43 Days: Electroencephalographic waves (electric brain impulses) can be 
recorded.

49 Days (seventh week): The baby has fingers, toes, and ears. Bone begins 
replacing cartilage. Eyes have become pigmented and the olfactory nerve 
network (Sense of smell) is connected.

63–70 Days (ninth week): The child swallows, lips part, brow furrows. He or 
she moves to avoid light or pressure. The genitalia are becoming visible.

75 Days (tenth week): The palms of the hands and the soles of the feet 
become sensitive to stimulation. The child will grasp an object placed in his or 
her hand and can make a fist.

12–13 Weeks: The baby has fingernails, sucks his or her thumb, and recoils 
from pain. Taste buds begin to appear.

Fifth month: Skin and hair develop. Sweat glands arise; oil glands excrete. 
This is the month of “quickening,” or the first movements of the child that a 
mother feels.

Seventh month: The nervous system becomes more complex.

Eighth and ninth months: This period is primarily for growth and maturation 
of the developed child.



3—When Does life Begin? 17

leCTUre oUTline

1. The core issue of the abortion controversy is determining when life begins
2. Biblical and theological perspective

a. The Bible is not absolutely conclusive regarding the point of origin
b. Jeremiah 1:5: Scripture assumes continuity between prenatal and postna-

tal human life.
c. Matthew 5:21–22: God forbids the potential destruction of actual human 

life.
d. Psalm 139:13–14: David’s words describe a personal relationship from the 

womb.
e. Both testaments use the same word for both prenatal and postnatal 

children.
f. Luke 1:39–45: John responds to Jesus Christ while both are still in the 

womb.
g. Exodus 21:22–25: The unborn child was protected by Jewish law and was 

considered valuable.
h. The Didache shows that the early church believed that abortion was 

murder.
i. This was the view of Augustine, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, and Edwards.
j. Twentieth-century theologians who said abortion is murder include 

Barth, Brunner, and Thieleke.
3. Evidence from natural law

a. Birth is an obvious line of demarcation.
b. The next clearest line is conception.
c. Biologically incorrect statements about the fetus
d. We are deciding on ethical issues that are invisible.
e. Conception begins the process of human development.

4. The government or legal view
a. The current law set the point of origin at viability.
b. Sandra Day O’Connor’s comment on Roe v. Wade
c. Human life is potential at conception.
d. The net effect of Roe v. Wade has been little actual protection of the fetus.
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4

What is the Relationship  
of Church and State?

The highest glory of the American Revolution was this: it connected with one indis-
soluble bond the principles of civil government with the principles of Christianity.

—John Quincy Adams

It does not follow that a statute violates the establishment clause because it happens to 
coincide or harmonize with the tenets of some or all religions. That the Judeo-Christian 
religion opposes stealing does not mean that a . . . government may not, consistent with 
the Establishment Clause, enact laws prohibiting larceny.

—United States Supreme Court

PrePArATion

1. What do you think people mean when they use the phrase separation of church and 
state?

2. a What could people mean when they use the phrase you can’t legislate morality?
 b. How do you feel when people say this?

AUDio/ViDeo leCTUre noTeS

1. What does the separation of church and state mean?
2. What is the conflict between separation of church and state and free exercise of 

religion?
3. What are the chief responsibilities of government?
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DiSCUSSion

1. a. According to R.C., how do people commonly misunderstand the separation of  
 church and state?

 b. How have you seen this happen in news events (for instance, regarding school  
 holidays)?

2. Why do those in the church tend not to think of the governmental authorities as 
ministers of God called to serve in the state?

3. Why is the separation of sacred and secular such a volatile issue? What are some 
misunderstandings on each side?

4. What do you believe are the responsibilities of Christians concerning civil obedi-
ence and civil disobedience? What are some right reasons and wrong reasons to 
disobey the government?

5. Why are some Christians so opposed to any kind of civil disobedience?
6. R.C. said that the church has an obligation to address ethical concerns within the 

culture at large. What do you think should be our policy if these ethical questions 
then have political consequences? Should the corporate church address these 
issues, or only individual believers?

7. How do we know when the church is getting too involved in civil matters, or mak-
ing an unwarranted intrusion into the affairs of the state?

8. From what you have learned in this lesson, what would you say is the state’s 
responsibility in the abortion debate? What is the church’s responsibility?

iMPliCATionS

1. What moral issues has the government addressed that have provoked your involve-
ment or anger?

2. What do you fear most about you or your church becoming involved in ethical 
concerns that touch on governmental or legislative affairs?

3. How adequate do you feel in your ability to make difficult ethical decisions? 
What could your church do to help?

BiBle STUDY

1. Why should Christians submit to the local, state, and federal governments?  
(Rom. 13:1–5)

2. What support should we show to elected and appointed government officials? 
(Rom. 13:6–7)

3. According to 1 Peter 2:13–17, what does it mean for a Christian to be a responsible 
citizen?
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4. How does the quality of government affect a Christian’s obedience to it? (Luke 
20:20–26)

5. When must we disobey the governing authorities? (Acts 5:26–29)

6. Why will we always have a tension between church and state? (John 15:18–25)

leCTUre oUTline

1. Escape from religious persecution lay behind the founding of the U.S.
a. All religions will have the right of free expression
b. Prohibit the establishment of religion

2. Separation of church and state
a. Distinction versus separation
b. Particular roles to perform
c. Boundaries to spheres of authority
d. Divorce of church and state
e. The role of government belongs to the state.
f. In civil matters, the church is to submit to government.
g. Both institutions are under God
h. The original distinction was not sacred versus secular
i. The issue today is separation of state and God

3. The role of the church
a. Fear of unwarranted intrusion by the church
b. When the church should and should not speak out on political issues
c. Duty of church to speak out on ethical issues
d. Civil obedience and civil disobedience

4. The role of government
a. Be subject to the higher powers (Rom. 13)
b. Governors called to be ministers of God
c. Government is to protect human life and establish justice
d. When the state fails to be the state

5. The meaning of “You can’t legislate morality”
a. Legislation deals with ethical matters.
b. Christians are not excluded from protecting life.
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5

What About those  
Who demand their Rights?

The right of privacy, whether it be founded in the Fourteenth Amendment . . . or . . . in the 
Ninth Amendment . . . , is broad enough to encompass a woman’s decision whether or not 
to terminate her pregnancy.

—Justice Harry Blackmun, U.S. Supreme Court, Roe v. Wade

The word rights is meaningless outside the context of some moral framework that 
extends its protection to the whole human family. The rights of women are fundamen-
tally rooted in the biblical view of the value of each individual human being and the 
sacredness of human life.

—Francis Schaeffer and C. Everett Koop

PrePArATion

1. What slogans from both sides of the abortion debate have you seen on pamphlets 
or bumper stickers?

2. What arguments in defense of abortion rights do you find difficult to answer?

AUDio/ViDeo leCTUre noTeS

1. What are the problems with the following arguments?
a. Every woman has a right to her own body.
b. Abortion is a matter of the right of individual liberty.
c. Abortion is a matter of the right to privacy.

DiSCUSSion

1. How does this information make you feel about pro-life or pro-choice bumper 
stickers and placards?

2. Which of the three arguments examined here have you heard used successfully on 
television or radio, or in public debate?
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3. How do you think a pro-choice person would respond to R.C.’s reasoning?
4. Why is it seemingly so easy for people to get away with invalid arguments in the 

mass media? Why do people so easily miss the logical fallacies in them?
5. Why do you believe people today tend to think that every right is absolute?
6. a. What makes an appeal to the right of free choice so powerful in almost any  

 argument?
 b. How valid do you think this appeal is, and why?
7. How was the strategy of inventing the pro-choice alternative such a stroke of 

genius? What is attractive about a middle position on abortion?
8. In your opinion, why do most people not realize that a vote for pro-choice is essen-

tially a vote for pro-abortion?

iMPliCATionS

1. What do you think of R.C.’s statement, “If I know anything about the character of 
God, I know that God hates abortion”?

2. a. How has your impression of the pro-choice position changed?
 b. What are some ways that people express this viewpoint without using the term  

 pro-choice?

3. How can you become even more prepared to refute arguments for 
abortion-on-demand?

BiBle STUDY

1. Read Leviticus 19:28 and 1 Kings 18:27–29. Why did the nation of Israel need prohi-
bitions against self-mutilation? For what reasons do the people in our nation need 
them?

2. What leads people to want to harm themselves? (Eccl. 2:17–23)

3. Why did each person listed below want to die, and how did God respond?
a. Moses (Num. 11:10–15)
b. Job (Job 3:20–26)
c. Elijah (1 Kings 19:3–9)
d. Jonah (Jonah 4:1–11)

4. When we feel that life is too difficult and we cannot go on, what does God want 
us to do? (1 Peter 5:6–7)

5. What additional restraint on our right over our own bodies is placed on Chris-
tians? (1 Cor. 6:19–20)
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leCTUre oUTline

1. Slogans are often used in the public arena

2. “Every woman has a right to her own body”
a. This is a universal affirmative proposition.
b. The difference between legal rights and moral rights
c. Where does this moral right come from?
d. Is this right an absolute right?
e. Self-mutilation and suicide are prohibited in the Bible.
f. Is the unborn child a part of the mother’s body?
g. Each fetus has a distinctive genetic fingerprint.

3. “The right of individual liberty”
a. The carefully conceived pro-choice strategy
b. A vote for pro-choice is a vote to legalize abortion.

4. “The right to privacy”
a. The right to privacy is never absolute.
b. Fear of government invasion of personal privacy
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What is your Verdict?

When the Church gives up its rightful place as the conscience of the culture, the conse-
quences for the society can be horrific.

—Charles Colson

PrePArATion

1. a. What is the difference between true guilt and false guilt?
 b. What is the difference between guilt and guilt feelings?
2. Think of a time when you felt terribly guilty. How did you find relief from this 

guilt?

AUDio/ViDeo leCTUre noTeS

1. What impact has the legalizing of abortion had on the medical profession?
2. In what ways are women victims of abortion?
3. How do people tend to deal with their guilt?
4. How does God ask us to deal with guilt from abortion?

DiSCUSSion

1. a. What emotional struggles do you think people have in considering the issues 
involved in abortion?

 b. With what emotions do you struggle most as you try to carefully reason 
through these issues?

2. a. In what ways can a woman be considered a victim of abortion?
 b. In what ways can a man be considered a victim of abortion?
 c. How might people who support abortion-on-demand refute this?
3. a. Why is it difficult for the woman who is considering an abortion to get objective,  

 correct, and complete information about the procedure and its alternatives?
 b. Why are pro-choice activists usually opposed to legislation mandating that  

 women receive full information about alternatives to abortion?
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4. a. What would you do if you became aware that your area hospital allows abortions, 
 or that your doctor performs abortions? What if he or she makes referrals for 
 abortion? Would you overlook it, use another hospital, protest?

 b. Why is abortion such a sensitive and embarrassing area for many in the medical  
 profession?

5. a. Why are those who have counseled or encouraged others to go ahead with an  
 abortion in need of forgiveness?

 b. Why might they have no personal struggle with guilt over what they have done?
6. What is your verdict? Why are you for, against, or sitting on the fence on the issue 

of abortion?
7. a. R.C. says “on the fence” is no place for a Christian to be in this controversy.  

 Why do you agree or disagree?
 b. What are the likely consequences if many in the church remain undecided  

 concerning abortion?

iMPliCATionS

1. Which phrase best describes your position on the abortion issue?
a. I am becoming conscious of it.
b. I am coming to a conviction about it.
c. I am making it a matter of conscience.

2. Do you have enough information to come to a verdict? If you need more informa-
tion, where can you get it?

3. If you need more time, when will you decide?

4. How would you counsel someone who came to you expressing a need for for-
giveness regarding sexual improprieties or abortion?

BiBle STUDY

1. To what degree does God’s forgiveness cover even the most terrible sins? (Isa. 1:18)

2. Read Psalm 51:1–12. What can we learn from David’s plea for forgiveness after his 
sin of adultery with Bathsheba and murder of Uriah?

3. How can we know that a particular sin we committed is forgiven? (1 John 1:8–9)

4. How complete is the forgiveness that God offers? (Isa. 43:25)

5. Read Luke 7:36–47. What effect does being forgiven for a terrible sin tend to have 
on a person?

6. What is the role of personal faith in forgiveness? (Luke 7:48–50)

7. Why is it important to change our ways after experiencing forgiveness? (1 Peter 2:16)
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leCTUre oUTline

1. A high level of emotion involved in this debate
a. Makes it difficult to sort out issues
b. Abortion involves the destruction of a living, human person.
c. Abortion is a monstrous evil.
d. The most profound issue Americans have ever faced

2. Medical profession devoted to healing
a. Hippocratic Oath deleted from profession
b. Ashamed of the American medical profession
c. Conscious, conviction, conscience
d. Unborn child is a victim

3. The mother is also a victim
a. Encouraged by friends, press, and physician
b. One-billion-dollar-a-year industry
c. Victim of false information from doctors and pastors

4. Guilt
a. Nobody can impose guilt on another.
b. The difference between subjective feelings and objective reality
c. What do you do with your guilt?
d. Rationalization, self-justification, and denial
e. Cain attempted to cover up the murder of Abel.
f. Women who “come to themselves” feel paralyzed by guilt after an abortion.

5. Forgiveness
a. Abortion is not the unforgivable sin.
b. God is a God of passion and compassion.
c. Forgiveness is as real as guilt.
d. God stands ready to forgive all who come to Him.
e. We should be driven by gratitude to protect the sanctity of human life.
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What Should Be done?

If there is no place for civil disobedience, then the government has been made autono-
mous, and as such, it has been put in the place of the living God.

—Francis Schaeffer

Never, never will we desist till we . . . extinguish every trace of this bloody traffic [slavery], 
of which our posterity, looking back to the history of those enlightened times, will scarce 
believe that it has been suffered to exist so long a disgrace and dishonor to this country.

—William Wilberforce, 1791 speech, British House of Commons

There is nothing the world would like so much as a silent Church.
—William Barclay

PrePArATion

1. How would you feel toward jury members who heard the arguments and evidence 
during a trial, yet decided to remain undecided, or “on the fence,” about an impor-
tant case?

2. What is the difference between someone who says one thing but does another, and 
someone who says one thing but is unsure about what to do?

DiSCUSSion

1. Why is this debate a crossroads in American history? Why do we have a better 
opportunity now to change the law about abortion than in the past ten or fifteen 
years?

2. How will the political battles need to be fought differently at the local, state, and 
federal levels?

3. What kind of support can churches provide for those women who decide to carry 
their children to term? What about medical care for the children who are born? 
What kind of services could be provided for these single-parent families?
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4. What does it take for someone to be moved to action on this issue? Why do people 
hesitate to take a stand or become personally involved in the abortion debate?

5. What options are available to Christians for involvement in the fight for the 
unborn?

6. How open are you to becoming involved in protests or demonstrations against 
abortion? Why?

7. What do you think about “rescue” kinds of activities? Why?
8. What should be the role of pastors and clergy in providing leadership and speaking 

out on these kinds of issues?
9. a. What could a local congregation as a whole do to take effective action on this  

 issue?
 b. Why do some people argue that this is not an appropriate arena for church  

 involvement?

iMPliCATionS

1. Read and meditate on Esther 4:14.
a. What are the consequences of remaining silent on the issue of abortion?
b. To what place in life has God brought you at this time (socially, profession-

ally, etc.)? How might He desire to use that position “for such a time as this”?
c. What does it mean for you to take a stand for the unborn?

2. Where could you make your best contribution?

3. Do you feel prepared and confident enough to talk to someone who is consider-
ing an abortion? If needed, to whom could you refer her?

4. What influence will this information have on your voting in elections?

BiBle STUDY

1. What parallels exist between the situation in Esther 4:1–11 and the conflict over 
abortion? How do you suppose Mordecai felt? In what ways is this similar to those 
who feel powerless to do anything about abortion legislation?

2. Esther risked her very life (Est. 4:12–17). What would you be placing at risk 
should you decide to act?

3. What could have been some reasons Esther waited before making her request? 
What place do good timing and strategy have in our efforts? (Est. 5:1–7)

4. Read Esther 7:1–7. How much courage did Esther need to speak out? What if she 
had choked? Why is it sometimes difficult for us to speak out?

5. What is the danger of coming to a correct verdict about abortion but doing little 
or nothing about it? (James 1:22–25)


