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introduction

In Biblical terms, “worldliness” is that which stands in opposition to the Christian 
life. It attacks from every side, and so believers must be saturated with God’s Word 
in order for them to discern the infringement of worldliness into the covenant com-
munity. Sometimes we are successful at guarding the sanctity of Christ’s Church. But 
it is that place where we take the most for granted that worldliness sneaks in: the 
education of our children.

How do we combat this invasion of values and goals that we do not share? By acting 
upon what the Word commands. Deuteronomy 6:4 reads, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord 
our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord you God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your might.” We are then commanded in verses 7-9 to teach 
our little ones these words at all times. The education of our children is perpetual, 
going far beyond classrooms and homework.

In this series, we will return time and again to Deuteronomy 6, so I encourage you to 
read and re-read this portion of Scripture as we undertake this most important task—
the training up of covenant children to the glory of God.
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the Goal of education

leCture outline

• The education battle in America is over its goal

1. The state has its goals, but too often Christians are not firm on their goals.

2. That is to say, we end up raising our children to serve the god of this age: the 
pursuit of personal peace and affluence. Unfortunately, it is what motivates 
us to get up in the morning. When this is all our lives are about, we will raise 
our children to do exactly the same.

3. We know that this is not the Christian’s main concern, but we tend to sup-
press this knowledge, preferring instead to protest against the liberal agenda 
(the pursuit of personal peace and affluence).

4. People on every side of the education war agree that education is a good 
thing, also affirm that there are definitive answers to this question about 
goals.

6. The simple syllogism to follow is this: 1) Education is a good work; 2) The 
Bible equips us for every good work; 3) Therefore, the Bible equips us for 
educating. But where is this found in the Bible? This is the question we will 
attempt to answer throughout this series.

7. For now, it would do well to remind the listener that we are still at war—a 
war that started ages ago in the garden of Eden.

8. As in the account of the Fall (Gen. 3), we too think the thoughts of the ser-
pent. The reason we think the purpose of life is to pursue personal peace and 
affluence is because our hearts and minds are often under the sway of the 
serpent.

9. The goal of education must first be understood in the context of this war. Our 
desire, then, is to think God’s thoughts after Him, so that our children will do 
the same.
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2

the Covenant of  

Christian education

leCture outline

A. Whose authority?

1. We are often taught that Jesus is ruler only over the spiritual realm. But in 
Matthew 28 we see that all authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to Him.

2. The devil would have us withhold the earthly kingdom from Jesus’ reign. 
But the kingdom of God extends not just over the nations, but over all things. 
When, for example, Jesus responds to Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this 
world,” He is saying that while He is a king, He will not be establishing his 
kingdom by force (John 18:36).

3. When we buy into this supposed separation of Jesus’ heavenly reign (cf. Acts 
7:55-56), we end up over-emphasizing orthodoxy (right teaching) to the det-
riment of orthopraxy (right action). In other words, we become very careful 
with our theology, and very sloppy in our lives.

4. But the difference between what we think and what the devil thinks applies 
to more than the doctrine of justification by faith alone. It has everything to 
do with how we live, as well (not just what we think).

B. Look up the word education in your Bibles . . . 

1. “Education” will not be found in your Bible’s concordance, because that is 
not how the Bible speaks on matters such as this.

2. Unfortunately, we assume that education is 1) for equipping our children 
with the knowledge of the things they will need to make their way in the 
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world; or 2) for equipping them with the tools to acquire what they will need 
to make their way in the world.

3. Truthfully, it is neither of the above two alternatives. When our end goal is 
that our children would make their way in the world we show that the world 
has made its way in us.

4. Biblically speaking, education is covenantal. This is to say that education 
means teaching our children to keep God’s covenant.

5. Ephesians 6:4 speaks of the goal of education. “ . . . bring them up in the dis-
cipline and instruction of the Lord.”

6. This has everything to do with education—not merely Sunday School educa-
tion, but whole-life education. In the Greek, the verse suggests nurturing 
and helping a child to flourish.

7. If we are to go the route of “outcome based education,” then we have missed 
the point entirely. Education is never neutral. No one can impart neutral bits 
of information or “tools” to children with the intent that they will one day 
grow up to make wise choices.

8. Why is this? Because there is no such thing as neutral education. We can 
either keep covenant with God by raising our children to keep His covenant 
with God by raising our children to keep His covenant, or we can leave it up 
to the “neutral” and unbiased teachers that fill America’s schools.
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the Content of teaching

leCture outline

• What ought we to teach?

1. We Christians largely understand what the goal is in educating our children, 
but we still seem to be at a loss regarding what to teach our children.

2. That is, even though we recognize that what passes for education in Ameri-
ca’s schools is found wanting (e.g., chance evolution, relativism, etc.), we are 
not quite sure exactly what we are supposed to teach. Ridding education of 
all the bad stuff does not answer our question.

3. Once again, this seems to stem from our inability to grasp the goal of educa-
tion (raising children to maintain God’s covenant versus raising children so 
that they can make their way in this world).

4. On the surface, it is the good life versus the “good” life. Moses, in Deuter-
onomy 6 has this good life in mind, but what does he mean by “good life”? 
Remember, he is preaching his farewell sermon to the people in order to 
encourage them to live the good life in the promised land.

5. That which is described in Deuteronomy 6 is not done while living the good 
life, nor is it done to keep us from living too good of a life, but it is the very 
substance of the good life.

6. Conservatives and liberals have tried to flesh this out in different ways: 
Conservatives often promote classical education, which emphasizes 
reading, writing, and arithmetic. Many Christians take sides with the con-
servatives on this issue. But should we be about teaching the three “R’s” 
or the three “G’s”—Who is God?; What God has done; and What does God 
require?
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7. Who is God? The Bible tells us time and again that to know God is life itself 
(e.g., John 5:24). When we make this secondary (by relegating it to Sundays 
only) we prove ourselves to be idolaters.

8. This is not done with grim determination, nor is it like medicine—needed 
but terrible tasting. Rather, it should be a joy to teach children God’s Word.

9. Furthermore, it is no supplement to education, it is education itself. The the-
ology of Deuteronomy 6 is one of the most important statements in the Old 
Testament that tells us who God is. This emblematic description we must 
teach our children, so that they, too, may learn who God is.
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the God Who Acts

leCture outline

A. What has God done?

1. We Christians largely know who God is, but what about the acts of God? 
This next “G” is really just an extension of the first one (see Lecture 3).

2. Teaching our children what God has done, does not mean merely telling 
them the stories of the Bible with a flannel graph; rather, it includes teaching 
our children who they are, for the stories of the Bible are their stories, defin-
ing who and what they are.

3. Emphasizing the reading of the Scriptures, then, is a must. We want our 
children to know who they are. The goal of the learning to read, then, is to 
learn what God has done.

4. Reading the history of God’s Word not only teaches us what God has done, 
but who God is. This will lead our children to understand who they are, so 
that they may exhibit fruits of the Spirit. Let this be the goal.

B. What does God require?

1. This final “G” focuses on what the Lord requires of us and our children in 
education. It is not a list of do’s and don’ts; it is the dominion mandate—
when we rise up and when we lie down, our children need to be taught 
God’s ways (Deut. 6:1ff.).

2. Literature, math, science, etc., all of these must be taught as tools for enlarg-
ing the kingdom, not as ends in themselves.

3. Teaching the three “G’s” also goes beyond the history of the Scriptures. 
Church history is a subset of what God has done. History displays the acts 
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of God through Christ in the Spirit. All of history is still about what God 
has done.

4. What God requires of us, then, is that we teach our children to teach 
their children to keep covenant. Godly change in families is substantive 
when it is multi-generational. Any attempt to reform the family will take 
generations to accomplish, and God’s Word must be at the center of this 
undertaking.
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Who is the expert?

leCture outline

• It takes an expert?

1. We live an age of specialization, where we have experts for one thing, and 
experts for another thing. This is also called the “division of labor.” It is not a 
bad thing, unless we buy into the notion that the division of labor means that 
it is okay to divide the family.

2. We have this “fast-food mentality,” where if we are unable to do something 
right away, then we do not want to do it at all. It does not take an expert to 
do something right in every situation.

3. Case in point: the state of California has entertained the possibility of forbid-
ding anyone to teach children unless they have been licensed by the state, 
thereby implying that they are the experts on education.

4. The implicit assumption in this is that the children belong to the state, as 
they seek to protect “our children.” Such thinking does not belong solely to 
the liberals, it in fact crosses party lines.

5. Who, then, is the expert? Not the state, not our pastors, not ourselves, but 
God. God is the expert. Not only is he the expert, He is the owner, as well. 
Our children bear the image of God; as such, they belong to Him.

6. In Deuteronomy 6, it seems abundantly clear that God has determined that 
parents are called to be the teachers of their children. In order to exhort par-
ents to teach their children, however, we must not resort to barking at them; 
rather, we must show them by example, and that means teaching and rearing 
God-fearing, overjoyed children.
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Who Shall teach?

leCture outline

• Who does God want to teach?

1. If God is the education expert, then what does He say regarding who shall 
teach our children?

2. We have seen that the expert of education has outlined His parameters in 
Deuteronomy 6. Education, in this chapter, is clearly given to the parents 
as a role they are to fulfill. Parents cannot plead inability and expect to be 
excused. The burden of educating our children cannot be shirked.

3. The question that we must face is, “Who knows how to educate our children 
better, the parents or the state?” Answering “the state” suggests that we 
ought to be molding our children into the state’s procrustean model, instead 
of molding education to meet our children’s needs.

4. What about delegation? Of course, we can and should delegate tasks to oth-
ers, but never responsibility for our children’s education.

5. The point in all of this is that parents will be the ones who answer for how 
their children were taught (or not!) the covenant. We cannot escape the obli-
gations imposed upon us in Deuteronomy 6.

6. While we cannot tell parents how to educate their children, we can proclaim 
that when facing the Lord upon His return, parents will not be able to shift 
the blame from themselves to some outside school system.

7. As scary as this task is for parents, there is nothing more rewarding than “to 
know that my children are walking in the truth” (3 John 1:4).

8. The way to that joy is through parental obedience to the labor of educating 
their children. The opportunity for this joy is through instructing and raising 
them in the fear and admonition of the Lord.

9. In the end, the issue is not whether our children go to college, but whether 
our children walk in the truth.
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Rethinking the Model

leCture outline

• One major problem: no place for truth

1. We are plagued by worldliness, and that worldliness had infiltrated our 
conceptions about education. How? One way is that American technological 
methods have been applied to the education system.

2. Not only does Deuteronomy 6 tell us the 3 G’s, as well as who is to do the 
teaching, it also tells us how to do the teaching.

3. We treat schools as factories, and the children as widgets, or unformed stuff 
that merely needs to be molded into the proper person.

4. Educating at home does not mean doing “school” at home, because our content 
and methods are entirely different. This brings us to discussing how we teach 
our children, and that is most simply answered with, “Talking with them.”

5. The New Testament writers call this the foolishness of preaching, Face-to-
face personal encounters is how education ought to be done.

6. God manifests his power in education. But worldliness, by definition, finds it 
hard to believe or trust in God. So, God’s power is often stripped.

7. If we seek, however, to truly educate our children according to Deuteronomy 
6, not only will it bring joy to the family, it will exhibit the power of God.

8. While there are several home-schooling theories, our tendency is to compli-
cate a very simple task. Unfortunately, Christians fight over these theories, 
but in the end, it seems that very few of those theories actually engage God’s 
Word often enough.

9. The principles of educating children are found in Scripture: We are to talk to 
our children about God all the time. Deuteronomy 6 makes this clear.
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10. Consider Jesus and the disciples. He is seen talking and teaching them 
through the everyday experiences of life. Being called to conform to His 
image, then, must include this aspect of teaching our disciples (i.e., our 
children).

11. Educating children is both relational and constant. School is never out, 
because your children still learn from you even when the formal lesson book 
has been closed.
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the Parents’ Calling

leCture outline

• The world’s wisdom

1. Surely this method of educating children must seem like folly to the world. 
But the Bible gives this picture of “constant talking” in Deuteronomy 6.

2. In Ephesians 5:25ff., God’s Word is used to wash His people, thereby sancti-
fying them and increasing their holiness. In like manner, parents are called 
to wash their children with the Word. Through this, they will come to know 
that the Word of God is where one goes to learn about faith and practice.

3. Education, as we have already seen, must be conceived of as a relational pro-
cess. If anybody is “for” children, it is the parents of those children (at least 
that is the way it ought to be). Children must know that their parents are 
“for” them in every way.

4. Thus, home-schooling does not have the same goals as the state school. The 
relationships fostered at home are the most important in this life.

5. School, at home is always in session (unless the kids are asleep). It is a con-
stant process, as Deuteronomy 6 indicates. This means, of course, that the 
parents are always teaching—whether they like it or not. This should also 
serve as a motivation to parents to be about good works, since our kids are 
always watching.

6. This type of education is not abstract, for it is rooted in the concrete experi-
ences of everyday life. We teach by doing.

7. This does not, however, preclude formal structures when home-schooling. 
We must be careful that even though the formal lesson is over, school is still 
in session. We must not slip back into the factory model at home.
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8. If we say that we respect the Word and live by it, then our children need to 
see us in the act. We interpret our lives in light of God’s Word, and nothing 
we give to our children will be important than this one thing. This is how to 
raise godly seed, and this is what God has called parents to do.
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Objections Answered

leCture outline

• The number one objection . . .

1. . . . Comes in a variety of forms. We think that if we can deny this responsi-
bility, then we will not have to answer for it.

2. We must not buy into the “it takes an expert” argument (which we have 
already looked at). Besides, our goals and those of the state schools are 
radically different. As long as the parents are qualified to raise their own 
children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, they are qualified to 
educate their children.

3. The gentler version of this argument is the efficiency argument: “If it can be 
done more efficiently without me, why not?” Suppose this was the case. Is 
efficiency the highest goal in educating our children? God will not judge us 
according to American ideals of efficiency.

4. If it ever comes down to the “I cannot afford to home-school” argument, 
then we must wonder whether the local church is doing its job. If one can 
afford a Bible, then he or she has what it takes to do the job—provided the 
right goad is in view: raising godly children.

5. Once again, arguments about the well-being of the child or about how the 
child will rebel against home-schooling both miss the point. The Bible 
equips us for every good work, which means with it we have what we need, 
and with it, our children have what they need.

6. The grandfather of all arguments, though, is couched in the following way: 
“What about socialization?” To which we respond, “What do you mean by 
socialization?” If what is meant is the ability of children to interact with 
others, then that is a silly objection. There are ample opportunities for inter-
action to take place.
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7. But more often than not, we do not want our children to be like other chil-
dren. This comes to the heart of the issue. We want our children to be able to 
recognize and love the lost—not become one of them, or to become like them 
by merely learning how to make their way in this world.


