
5
fAnd k

fhe who was seated on the throne
said, “Behold, I l

fam making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for
m

fthese words are trustworthy and true.”
6

fAnd he said to me, n f“It is done! o
fI am the

Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and
the end. p

fTo the thirsty I will give from the
spring of the water of life without payment.
7

f
q

fThe one who conquers will have this her-
itage, and r

fI will be his God and s
fhe will be

my son. 8
f
t
fBut as for the cowardly, the faith-

less, the detestable, as for murderers, the
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and
all liars, u

ftheir portion will be in v
fthe lake

that burns with fire and sulfur, which is
w

fthe second death.”

The New Jerusalem
9

fThen came x
fone of the seven angels

who had the seven bowls full of y
fthe seven

last plagues and spoke to me, saying,
“Come, I will show you z

fthe Bride, the wife
of the Lamb.” 10

fAnd a
fhe carried me away

in the Spirit to b
fa great, high mountain,

and showed me the holy city Jerusalem
coming down out of heaven from God,
11

f
c

fhaving the glory of God, d
fits radiance

e
flike a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as
crystal. 12

fIt had a great, high wall, f
fwith

twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels,
and on the gates the names of the twelve
tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed—
13

fon the east three gates, on the north three
gates, on the south three gates, and on the
west three gates. 14

fAnd the wall of the city

had twelve g
ffoundations, and h

fon them
were the twelve names of the twelve apos-
tles of the Lamb.

15
fAnd the one who spoke with me i

fhad
a measuring rod of gold to measure the
city and its gates and walls. 16

fThe city lies
foursquare, its length the same as its
width. And he measured the city with his
rod, 12,000 stadia. f

1 Its length and width
and height are equal. 17

fHe also measured
its wall, 144 cubits f

2 by j
fhuman measure-

ment, which is also k
fan angel's measure-

ment. 18
fThe wall was built of l

fjasper, while
the city was pure gold, l

fclear as glass.
19

f
m

fThe foundations of the wall of the city
were adorned with every kind of jewel. The
first was jasper, the second sapphire, the
third agate, the fourth emerald, 20

fthe fifth
onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh
chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth
topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh
jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21

fAnd the
twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of
the gates made of a single pearl, and n

fthe
street of the city was pure gold, transpar-
ent as glass.

22
fAnd o

fI saw no temple in the city, for its
temple is the Lord God the Almighty and
the Lamb. 23

fAnd the city p
fhas no need of

sun or moon to shine on it, for q
fthe glory

of God gives it light, and its lamp is the
Lamb. 24

fBy its light r
fwill the nations walk,

21:6 water of life. See note 22:1.

21:8 second death. See note 20:14.

21:9–22:5 The picture of the New Jerusalem now unfolds in detail. The
�nal dwelling place of the saints is simultaneously the ful�llment of ear-
lier revelations of God appearing in glory and reigning in His heavenly
court (21:22, 23; 22:1, 3; cf. ch. 4), the holy city Jerusalem (21:10), the
Garden of Eden (22:1–3), the bride, the marriage partner of the Lord
(21:9), and the temple as the dwelling place of God (21:22, 23). The cen-
tral �gure and the central blessing of the city is God Himself and the
Lamb (21:22, 23; 22:1–5). The �nal revelation of God necessarily brings to
a climax all earlier revelations. It completes God’s purpose of bringing all
things under one Head—Christ (11:15; Eph. 1:10). It harmonizes with the
creation of all things by Christ at the beginning (1:17; 4:11; Col. 1:15–17)
and the redemption of all things through Christ in the middle (5:9–14;
Rom. 11:36; Col. 1:18–20). Because of the �uid character of the imagery,
it is wise not to distinguish rigidly between the inhabitants of the city
(the saints) and the city itself (saints together with the glori�ed creation).

21:9 Bride. See note 19:1–10.

21:10 in the Spirit. See note 1:10.

mountain. The mountain as God’s special meeting place with human
beings, alluding to 14:1; Ex. 15:17; 19:1–25; Ps. 48:1, 2; 68:15, 16; Ezek.
28:14; Mic. 4:1, 2; and other passages.

21:11 glory of God. Closely associated with the imagery of light, glory
represents the majesty, awesomeness, and beauty of God. Glory, a
prominent theme in 21:9–22:5, is associated with the temple and the
appearing of God in the Old Testament (vv. 22, 23; 15:8; 22:5; Ex. 16:10;
24:16, 17; 40:34, 35; Is. 6:3; 40:3; 60:1, 2, 19, 20; Hab. 2:14; Zech. 2:5; John
1:14). God’s heavenly splendor as seen in ch. 4 now �lls the new world.
21:16 length and width and height. The city is a perfect cube, the same
shape as the Most Holy Place in the tabernacle and the temple. The
whole city is architecturally perfect, and has become the most intimate
dwelling place of God (vv. 22, 23; 22:4).
21:17 144 cubits. That is, twelve times twelve cubits. All the dimen-
sions of the city reveal its associations with the twelve tribes of Israel and
the twelve apostles (vv. 12, 14). “Twelve” symbolically designates the
people of God.
21:19 every kind of jewel. The list of precious stones shows the beauty
and magni�cence of the city and the way it re�ects the beauty of God,
who �lls it with His glory (4:3). The list also corresponds roughly to the
twelve precious stones of Aaron’s breastplate (Ex. 28:15–21). The prerog-
atives once reserved for the high priest now belong to the entire city.
21:22 temple. See note on 4:1–5:14.
21:23 sun or moon. Ful�llment of Is. 60:19, 20.
21:24 the nations. Redeemed humanity in all its cultural diversity (5:9
note; Is. 60:3–12).

5 kch. 4:2, 9;
5:1; 20:11
lSee 2 Cor.
5:17 mch.
22:6; [ch.
3:14; 19:11; 
1 Tim. 1:15]

6 nSee ch.
10:6 och. 1:8;
22:13 pch.
22:17; See
John 4:10;
7:37

7 qch. 2:7
rver. 3 sSee 
2 Cor. 6:18

8 tch. 22:15; 
1 Cor. 6:9,
10; Gal. 5:19-
21; Eph. 5:5;
1 Tim. 1:9;
Heb. 12:14
uLuke 12:46
vch. 19:20
wch. 2:11;
20:6, 14

9 xch. 17:1
ych. 15:1
zver. 2

10 ach. 17:3;
[Ezek. 43:5]
bPs. 87:1;
Ezek. 40:2

11 cver. 23;
[ch. 22:5; Ps.
84:11; Ezek.
43:2, 4]
d[Matt. 5:14;
Phil. 2:15]
ech. 4:3, 6

12 fEzek.
48:31-34

14 gHeb.
11:10; 
[1 Cor. 3:11]
hMatt. 16:18;
Eph.2:20

15 iSee ch.
11:1

17jDeut. 3:11;
[ch.13:18]
kver. 9

18 lver. 11
19 m[Isa.
54:11, 12]

21 nch. 22:2
22 o[John
4:23]  

REVELATION 21:5

23 pch. 22:5; Isa. 60:19, 20; [ver. 25] qver. 11  24 rIsa. 60:3; [ch. 22:2] 

1 About 1,380 miles; a stadion was about 607 feet or 185 meters  
2 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters  
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glory. See Is. 60:3–5; Hag. 2:7–9.

21:25 gates will never be shut. Ancient city gates needed to be shut in
case of attack. Here is ful�llment of Is. 60:11.

21:27 book of life. See note 13:8.

22:1–5 The �nal description of paradise contains elements alluding to
the Garden of Eden. The intimacy of God with His people (vv. 3, 4) and
the abundance of His blessing (vv. 1, 2, 5) are stressed even more than in
the preceding verses. The �nal state restores the unbroken, idyllic com-
munion between God and human beings. But the apex of history is more
magni�cent than the beginning. The garden is now also a city, and the
light has driven out all night.

Revelation is designed not only to inform and assure Christians about
God’s �nal purposes, but to increase their longing for God and the real-
ization of His purpose. The certainty of that consummation comforts
saints during times of temptation and persecution.

22:1 river of the water of life. Abundant supply of life-giving water
comes from God. Revelation weaves together allusions to Gen. 2:10–14;
Ps. 46:4; Ezek. 47:1–12; Joel 3:18; John 4:10–14; 7:37–39.

22:2 tree of life. Access to God’s life-giving blessings, barred after the
Fall, is here renewed (vv. 14, 19; 2:7; Gen. 2:9; 3:22–24; Ezek. 47:12).

22:6–21 The central visionary part of Revelation ends with v. 5. The book
now concludes with promise, exhortation, and con�rmation in order to

drive home the message of the visions and to stir up hope for the com-
ing of the Lord Jesus (v. 20). Its major themes continue to be woven into
this concluding section. There are many allusions to ch. 1.

22:6 trustworthy and true. See note 1:2.

22:7 soon. See note 1:1.

22:8 worship. See 19:10.

22:10 Do not seal. Daniel’s scroll was sealed because the time of ful�ll-
ment was distant (Dan. 12:4).

the time is near. See note 1:1.

22:11 See Ezek. 3:27; Dan. 12:10; 2 Cor. 2:15, 16. If people do not repent
when they hear the word of God, it increases their hardness. If hearing
Revelation does not change the course of people’s lives, it sets them
more �rmly in their present course, whichever side of the battle that 
may be.

22:12 for what he has done. See 20:12.

22:13 the Alpha and the Omega. See note 1:8.

22:14 Blessed. See note 1:3.

tree of life. See note on v. 2.

22:15 Outside. See 20:15; 21:8, 27. All evil doers are banished from the
holy city, not only to punish them for their evil, but to protect the city

and the kings of the earth s
fwill bring their

glory into it, 25
fand t

fits gates will never be
shut by day—and u

fthere will be no night
there. 26

fThey will bring into it the glory and
the honor of the nations. 27

fBut v
fnothing

unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who
does what is detestable or false, but only
those who are written in the Lamb's w

fbook
of life.

The River of Life

22 Then the angel f
1 showed me x

fthe
river of y

fthe water of life, bright as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and
of the Lamb 2

fthrough the middle of z
fthe

street of the city; a
falso, on either side of the

river, b
fthe tree of life f

2 with its twelve kinds
of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The
leaves of the tree were c

ffor the healing of
the nations. 3

f
d

fNo longer will there be any-
thing accursed, but e

fthe throne of God and
of the Lamb will be in it, and f

fhis servants f
3

will worship him. 4
f
g

fThey will see his face,
and h

fhis name will be on their foreheads.
5

fAnd i
fnight will be no more. They will

need no light of lamp j
for sun, for k

fthe Lord
God will be their light, and l

fthey will reign
forever and ever.

Jesus Is Coming
6

fAnd he said to me, m
f“These words are

trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the
God of n

fthe spirits of the prophets, o
fhas

sent his angel to show his servants what
must soon take place.”

7
f“And behold, p

fI am coming soon.
q

fBlessed is the one who keeps the words of
the prophecy of this book.”

8
fI, r

fJohn, am the one who heard and saw
these things. And when I heard and saw
them, s

fI fell down to worship at the feet of
the angel who showed them to me, 9

f
s

fbut
he said to me, “You must not do that! I am
a fellow servant f

4 with you and your broth-
ers the prophets, and with those m

fwho
keep the words of this book. Worship
God.”

10
fAnd he said to me, t

f“Do not seal up the
words of the prophecy of this book, for the
time is near. 11

f
u

fLet the evildoer still do evil,
and the filthy still be filthy, and the righ-
teous still do right, and the holy still be
holy.”

12
f“Behold, v

fI am coming soon, w
fbringing

my recompense with me, x
fto repay every-

one for what he has done. 13
f
y

fI am the
Alpha and the Omega, z

fthe first and the
last, a

fthe beginning and the end.”
14

fBlessed are those who b
fwash their

robes,f
5 so that they may have the right to

c
fthe tree of life and that d

fthey may enter the
city by the gates. 15

f
e

fOutside are f
fthe dogs

g
fand sorcerers and the sexually immoral

24 sver. 26;
[Isa. 60:5, 16]

25 tIsa. 60:11
uSee ver. 23

27 v[ch. 22:14,
15; Isa. 35:8;
52:1; Ezek.
44:9; Joel
3:17; Zech.
14:21] wSee
ch. 3:5

Chapter 22
1 xEzek. 47:1;
Zech. 14:8;
[Ps. 46:4]
ySee ch. 21:6

2 zch. 21:21
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2:9 c[ch.
21:24]
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Ezek. 48:35
fch. 7:15

4 gMatt. 5:8; 
1 Cor. 13:12;
1 John 3:2
hch. 3:12;
7:3; 14:1

5 ich. 21:25
jSee ch.
21:23 kPs.
36:9; See ch.
21:11 lDan.
7:18, 27;
Rom. 5:17; 
2 Tim. 2:12;
See ch. 20:4

6 mSee ch.
21:5 
n1 Cor. 14:32 
och. 1:1

7 pver. 12, 20; 
ch. 3:11 qch.
1:3

8 rch. 1:1, 4, 9
sch. 19:10

9 s[See ver. 8
above]
m[See ver. 6
above]

10 t[ch. 10:4]

11 uEzek. 3:27; [Dan. 12:10; 2 Tim. 3:13]  12 vver. 7, 20 wIsa. 40:10; 62:11 xSee
Matt. 16:27  13 ySee ch. 1:8 zSee ch. 1:17 ach. 21:6  14 bSee ch. 7:14 cver. 2, 19
dPs. 118:20; See ch. 21:27  15 e[Gal. 5:19-21]; See Matt. 8:12 fSee Phil. 3:2 gSee
ch. 21:8

1 Greek he 2 Or the Lamb. In the midst of the street of the city, and on
either side of the river, was the tree of life 3 Greek bondservants ; also
verse 6 4 Greek fellow bondservant 5 Some manuscripts do his
commandments
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