
2 For d
fgreat is his steadfast love 

toward us,
and e

fthe faithfulness of the LORD
endures forever.

b
f Praise the LORD!

His Steadfast Love Endures Forever

118 f
fOh give thanks to the L ORD, for 
he is good;

for his steadfast love endures forever!
2 g

f Let Israel say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”

3 g
f Let the house of Aaron say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”
4 g

f Let those who fear the LORD say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”

5 h
f Out of my distress I i

fcalled on the
LORD;

the LORD answered me and set me
j
ffree.

6 k
f The LORD is on my side; l

fI will not
fear.

What can man do to me?
7 m

f The LORD is on my side as my helper;
I shall n

flook in triumph on those
who hate me.

8 o
f It is better to take refuge in the LORD

p
f than to trust in man.

9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD
p

f than to trust in princes.
10 q

f All nations surrounded me;
in the name of the LORD I cut 

them off!
11 They surrounded me, surrounded me

on every side;
in the name of the LORD I cut 

them off!

12 r
f They surrounded me like bees;

they went out like s
fa fire among

thorns;
in the name of the LORD I cut 

them off!
13 I was t

fpushed hard, f
1 so that I was

falling,
but the LORD helped me.

14 The LORD is my strength and my
song;

u
f he has become my salvation.

15 Glad songs of salvation
are in the tents of the 

righteous:
v

f“The right hand of the LORD w
fdoes

valiantly,
16 the right hand of the LORD exalts,

the right hand of the LORD w
fdoes

valiantly!”
17 x

f I shall not die, but I shall live,
and y

frecount the deeds of the
LORD.

18 The LORD has z
fdisciplined me

severely,
but he has not given me over to

death.
19 a

f Open to me the gates of
righteousness,

that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD.

20 This is the gate of the LORD;
b

f the righteous shall enter 
through it.

21 I thank you that c
fyou have 

answered me
u

f and have become my salvation.

117:2 his steadfast love. Speci�cally, the love connected with His
covenant. This verse, though using di�erent vocabulary, may be seen as
a meditation on the truth expressed in Ex. 34:6. It celebrates God’s
covenant relationship with His people.

Ps. 118 This psalm concludes the section associated with the celebration
of Passover (113–118). As the last song of the group, it may have been
the �nal psalm in the mind of Jesus as He celebrated Passover with His
disciples (Mark 14:26). Jesus quoted vv. 22, 23 about Himself (Mark 12:10,
11; Matt. 23:29; Luke 13:35; cf. Acts 4:11). The people greeted Jesus’ tri-
umphal entry with shouts of joy taken from this psalm (Mark 11:9, 10;
Luke 19:38; John 12:13). The main speaker is likely the king (vv. 5–21), but
the psalm as a whole is a liturgy with other speakers as well (vv. 21–27).
The references to altar, temple, and procession (vv. 19, 20, 27) show that
it was used in corporate worship.

118:1 his steadfast love endures forever. A refrain of this psalm and Ps.
136.

118:5 I. The king.

118:6 The LORD is on my side. This is the heart of the covenant of grace:

God siding with His redeemed. The implication for the psalmist is that he
has nothing to fear from anyone because God is in control. Victory is not
guaranteed by superior forces or weapons; it is a gift from God.

118:12 a �re among thorns. The simile has two sides: Thorns, with their
sharp points are apt descriptions of an enemy; they also burn quickly,
like an enemy running away.

118:14 my salvation. For the psalmist the “salvation” in view is victory
in battle.

118:15 Glad songs of salvation. Israel responds to God’s help by
singing victory songs that rejoice in God’s salvation.

The right hand. This is the arm that is used to wield the sword in battle
(v. 16; cf. Ex. 15:6, 12).

118:19 the gates of righteousness. The entrance to the sanctuary,
leading to the presence of God, where the psalmist will o�er thanks. The
gates are righteous because the One who dwells behind them is righ-
teous, and those who enter must be righteous as well (Ps. 15 and 24).

118:21 my salvation. See note on v. 14.
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PSALM 117:2

1 Hebrew You (that is, the enemy) pushed me hard  
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118:22 The stone that the builders rejected. The metaphor would like-
ly refer originally to the king, who represented his people. The stone was
cast o� in despair when defeat seemed inevitable, and victory was no
longer a realistic hope (but see following note).

the cornerstone. The low and insigni�cant, despite having been reject-
ed, is exalted to the chief place. Jesus later applies this passage to
Himself (Matt. 21:42; Mark 12:10; Luke 20:17; Acts 4:11 and 1 Pet. 2:7).
Jesus is the cornerstone (Eph. 2:20), cast away by the earthly rulers of His
day, but exalted to the right hand of the Father. To some this is a cause
for stumbling (Is. 8:14; 1 Pet. 2), but to others the basis of hope.

118:24 the day that the LORD has made. Because of God’s victory, His
people will turn the day of despair into a day of worship before the Lord.

118:26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD. Later, this
cry is lifted up by the crowds as they welcome the true King, Christ Jesus,
into Jerusalem (Matt. 21:9). In a way still beyond their understanding,
Jesus was about to defeat sin and death on the cross.

118:27 the festal sacri�ce. The sacri�ce was performed in public wor-
ship before the Lord.

118:29 Oh give thanks to the LORD. The psalm ends as it began.

Ps. 119 As Ps. 117 has the distinction of being the shortest chapter in the
Bible, so Ps. 119 is the longest. The psalm is an acrostic of twenty-two
stanzas, one for each letter of the Hebrew alphabet. The eight poetic
lines of each stanza begin with the same Hebrew letter.

The number eight may be connected with eight Hebrew words that
appear throughout the psalm concerning its main theme. The words are
translated variously as “law,” “testimonies,” “precepts,” “statutes,” “com-
mandments,” “rules,” and “word.” In �ve stanzas all eight Hebrew words
occur, and every stanza has at least six of the eight.

While the psalmist expresses his love for the law and his desire to

obey it, he also recognizes his failures. Elements of lament and petition
are intertwined with expressions of con�dence and innocence.

The law is a faithful expression of God’s character. God sent His Son to
keep the law for us. The law no longer condemns us, setting us free to
accept it as our own guide for pleasing the One who died in our place.

119:1 Blessed. See Ps. 1:1.

who walk. A metaphor for the activities of daily life.

the law of the LORD. The law, or Torah, refers to the �rst �ve books of the
Bible as a unit, or to the legal sections of those books. Here the latter is
meant: the Ten Commandments and the other laws of the Pentateuch.

119:2 with their whole heart. The psalmist is not speaking of a mere
external adherence to the law. He calls for obedience that comes from a
deep-seated faith in the Lord.

119:4 You have commanded your precepts. God entered into a
covenant relationship with Israel freely out of grace, and within that rela-
tionship God gave them His law to obey. He was not asking them to earn
His favor, or pay for their redemption. It was the way of thankful obedi-
ence for those in covenant with Him.

119:5 Oh. The psalmist does not think of himself as an example of per-
fect obedience.

119:7 when I learn. Worship and obedience requires knowledge of the
Scripture.

119:8 I will. The psalmist decides to follow God’s law.

119:9–16 The psalmist seeks to keep his way pure by meditating on
God’s law.

119:9 according to your word. God does not hide from us what pleas-
es Him. He states it clearly in His Word, the Bible.

22 d
f The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone. f
1

23 This is the L ORD's doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.

24 This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

25 Save us, we pray, O LORD!
O LORD, we pray, give us success!

26 e
f Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the L ORD!
We f

fbless you from the house of
the LORD.

27 The LORD is God,
and he has made g

fhis light to
shine upon us.

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords,
up to h

fthe horns of the altar!
28 You are my God, and I will give

thanks to you;
you are my God; I will i

fextol you.
29 j

f Oh give thanks to the LORD, for 
he is good;

for his steadfast love endures
forever!

Your Word Is a Lamp to My Feet
ALEPH

1192 Blessed are those whose k
fway is

blameless,

who l
fwalk in the law of the LORD!

2 Blessed are those who m
fkeep his

n
ftestimonies,

who o
fseek him with their whole

heart,
3 who also p

fdo no wrong,
but walk in his ways!

4 You have commanded your q
fprecepts

to be kept diligently.
5 Oh that my ways may r

fbe steadfast
in keeping your statutes!

6 s
f Then I shall not be put to shame,

having my eyes fixed on all your
commandments.

7 I will praise you with an upright
heart,

when I learn t fyour righteous 
rules.3

8 I will keep your statutes;
u

f do not utterly forsake me!

BETH
9 How can v

fa young man keep his way
pure?

By guarding it according to your
word.
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PSALM 119:9

1 Hebrew the head of the corner 2 This psalm is an acrostic poem 
of twenty-two stanzas, following the letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet; within a stanza, each verse begins with the same 
Hebrew letter  3 Or your just and righteous decrees; also verses 62, 
106, 160, 164  
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