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18:33 King of the Jews. Jesus was not the “King of the Jews” in the
sense that He promoted sedition against Rome, as charged by the Jewish
leaders (Luke 23:2), but He was the King of the Jews in the messianic
sense (12:13; Matt. 2:2; Luke 1:32, 33; 19:38).
18:36 My kingdom is not of this world. Jesus is a King, but He will not
establish His kingdom by force. This greatly puzzles Pilate. See “Jesus’
Heavenly Reign” at Acts 7:55.
18:37 You say. Pilate’s question elicits the marvelous answer of Jesus, whose
kingdom and mission are founded in the truth (1:8, 14, 17; 8:32; 14:6).
18:38 What is truth. Truth does not matter to those who, like Pilate, are
motivated by expediency. Likewise, truth does not matter to skeptics
who have despaired of knowing it.

I �nd no guilt in him. Pilate �nds no crime in Jesus and is reluctant to
put Jesus to death. Ironically, it is the pagan Roman governor who tries
to release Jesus, while “his own” (1:11) want Him to die.

18:39 you have a custom. The custom of pardoning a criminal at the
Passover is relevant to the festival itself, which commemorates God’s
sparing the Israelites from death.

18:40 Barabbas. This name means “son of the father.” Instead of him, the
true Son of the Father died.

19:1 �ogged him. The Roman scourge was cruel and sometimes fatal.
The whip had metal or bone fragments in it to tear the �esh.

My Kingdom Is Not of This World
33

f
z

fSo Pilate entered his headquarters
again and called Jesus and said to him,
a

f“Are you the King of the Jews?” 34
fJesus

answered, “Do you say this of your own
accord, or did others say it to you about
me?” 35

fPilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your
own nation and the chief priests have deliv-
ered you over to me. What have you done?”
36

fJesus answered, b
f“My kingdom c

fis not of
this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, d

fmy servants would have been fight-
ing, that e

fI might not be delivered over to
the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the
world.” 37

fThen Pilate said to him, “So you
are a king?” Jesus answered, f

f“You say that I
am a king. g

fFor this purpose I was born and
for this purpose h

fI have come into the
world— i

fto bear witness to the truth.
j
fEveryone who is k

fof the truth l
flistens to my

voice.” 38
fPilate said to him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this, m
fhe went back

outside to the Jews and told them, n
f“I find

no guilt in him. 39
f
o

fBut you have a custom
that I should release one man for you at the
Passover. So do you want me to release to
you the King of the Jews?” 40

fThey cried out
again, p

f“Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now
Barabbas was a robber. f

1

Jesus Delivered to Be Cruci�ed

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and q
fflogged

him. 2
f
r

fAnd the soldiers twisted to-
gether a crown of thorns and put it on his
head and arrayed him in a purple robe.
3

fThey came up to him, saying, “Hail, King
of the Jews!” and struck him with their
hands. 4

fPilate went out again and said to
them, “See, I am bringing him out to you
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40 pActs 3:14  

Chapter 19  1qMatt. 20:19; 27:26; Mark 15:15; Luke 23:16  2 rMatt. 27:27-30;
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Roman Control of
Palestine at the Time
of Christ. Following a
successful military
campaign against the
Seleucids in 64 B.C.,
Pompey turned the
Roman armies south-
ward and took control
of Jerusalem in 63 B.C.
Initially the Roman
army had been invited
by some of the Jews to
protect them from the
Nabateans.  Once the
Romans became estab-
lished in Palestine, they
never left, despite
repeated Jewish revolts
against Roman control.

1 Or an insurrectionist  


