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20:19 the doors being locked. The impression is that the risen Jesus
passed through the closed doors (also v. 26), not that they were opened
in some way (compare Acts 12:10). This shows the transformation
involved in the resurrection of the body (1 Cor. 15:35–49).

the disciples. Probably includes more than the ten apostles (twelve
minus Judas and Thomas). In Acts 1:14, the women, Jesus’ mother and
brothers, and probably others (Acts 1:23) were together in the upper
room after Jesus’ ascension.

Peace be with you. Everyday words but a most welcome greeting, since
they might have expected a rebuke for having abandoned Jesus at the
time of His arrest.

20:20 his hands and his side. The marks of His wounds would identify
Jesus, and also prove that He was not a ghost.

20:21 As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you. This is a
brief statement of the commission Jesus gave His disciples. A fuller state-
ment is found in Matt. 28:18–20 and in Luke 24:44–53. Jesus is the
supreme example for evangelism and missions. See theological note
“The Mission of the Church in the World.”

20:22 Receive the Holy Spirit. The gift is essential for the performance
of the task given the disciples. This occasion is a foreshadowing of the
fullness of the Spirit to be bestowed on the church at Pentecost.

20:23 If you forgive the sins of any. The apostles, as the founders of 
the church and acting for it, receive the authority to declare God’s judg-
ment on sins. Fundamentally, this declaration is made in the preaching
of the gospel. See “Church Discipline and Excommunication” at Matt.
18:15.
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1 Greek Didymus

“Mission” comes from a Latin word meaning
“to send.” Jesus commanded His �rst disci-

ples as representatives of those to follow, “As the
Father has sent me, even so I am sending you”
(John 20:21; cf. 17:18). This mission is still valid: the
universal church, including every local congrega-
tion and every Christian in it, is sent into the world
to ful�ll a de�nite task.

The appointed task has two parts. First and
fundamentally, it is the work of worldwide witness,
making disciples and planting churches (Matt.
24:14; 28:19, 20; Mark 13:10; Luke 24:47, 48). The
church proclaims Jesus Christ everywhere as God
incarnate, Lord and Savior, and announces God’s
invitation to enter life through turning to Christ in
repentance and faith (Matt. 22:1–10; Acts 17:30).
Paul’s ministry as a church-planter and evangelist
to all the world, so far as was possible, is a model
for carrying out this primary commitment (Rom.
1:14; 15:17–29; 1 Cor. 9:19–23; Col. 1:28, 29).

Second, all Christians are called to do works of
mercy and compassion. Relying on God’s com-
mandment to love our neighbor, Christians should

respond with generosity and compassion to all
forms of human need (Matt. 25:34–40; Luke
10:25–37; Rom. 12:20, 21). Jesus healed the sick,
fed the hungry, and taught the ignorant (Matt.
15:32; 20:34; Mark 1:41; 10:1), and those who are
new creatures in Christ must practice the same
compassion. In doing so they make credible the
gospel they preach, about a Savior whose love
transforms sinners into those who love God and
other people (Matt. 5:16; cf. 1 Pet. 2:11, 12).

Though Jesus foresaw the mission to the
Gentiles (Matt. 24:14; John 10:16; 12:32), His
earthly ministry was directed to “the lost sheep of
the  house of Israel” (Matt. 15:24). Paul, the apostle
to the Gentiles, always went to the Jews �rst as he
preached (Acts 13:42–48; 14:1; 17:1–4, 10; 18:4–7,
19). Because the right of the Jews to hear the
gospel �rst is a matter of divine appointment 
(Acts 3:26; 13:46; Rom. 1:16), it is important for
Christians to continue bearing witness to the Jews.
As Paul said, it was from Israel, according to the
�esh, that Christ came to be the Savior of the
world (Rom. 9:5).
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