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Can God die? 

Part 1

APProACh

Consider the following as you begin:

1. What two events have been the most life-changing experiences you have had? 
Did these stimulate you to think about God?

2. What are the range of emotions felt at a funeral?

Aim of the leSSon
During the course of life, each of us encounters the finality of death. This usually 
occurs first at the funeral service of an elderly relative. As we age, we begin to think 
of our own mortality and the certainty of death. The more we contemplate the end of 
this life, the more we ask about the significance of our lives. For the Christian, God’s 
existence gives meaning to our life. Our significance is tied to His existence, His cre-
ating, and His sustaining.

leArning objeCtive

In this lesson, we will consider the nature of God’s existence so that we will be able 
to answer the question, Who made God?

QuotAtionS

When God in Scripture ascribes aseity to Himself, He reveals Himself as absolute 
essence. By virtue of this perfection God is absolutely different from every creature, for 
every creature is dependent “on another”; no creature has the source of its existence “in 
itself ”; no creature possesses anything of itself, but all are absolutely dependent in their 
origin and hence also in their existence and development.

— Herman Bavinck
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When the Absolute is conceived of as the self-existent and as the ultimate ground of all 
things . . . it can be identified with the God of theology. As the self-existent God, He is not 
only independent in Himself but also causes everything to depend on Him.

— Louis Berkhof

The highest science, the loftiest speculation, the mightiest philosophy which can engage 
the attention of a child of God is the name of the great God whom he calls the Father.

— Charles Spurgeon

leCture noteS

Answer the following questions as you listen to the message:

1. What experience prepared Dr. Sproul to become a Christian?

2. What circumstances prepared Moses to become the leader of Israel?

3. What is the difference between human beings and a Supreme Being?

CheCk YourSelf

1. God’s name, revealed to Moses at the burning bush, is ________________.

2. Aseity means ________________.

3. Self-creation is contradictory because it means something has to ________________ 
before it ________________.

4. One thing humans have in common with God is ________________.

5. God’s aseity is the ________________ condition for the existence of human beings.

(answers are found at the end of this lesson)

DiSCuSSion

1. What are the two questions every person must ultimately ask?

2. What fallacies are involved in the concept of “spontaneous generation”?

3. Discuss the answers to the questions in the Lecture Notes.

4. The title of this lesson is “Can God Die?” Based on what you have just learned, 
answer the following.
a. If God did die, what would happen to all that depends on Him for 

exsitence?
b. Think about what is wrong with the following syllogism: Beings can die. 

God is a being. Therefore, God can die.
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“Check Yourself” Answers

1. I AM WHO I AM

2. self-existence

3. be; is

4. being

5. necessary
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Can God die? 

Part 2

leArning objeCtive

In this lesson, we will continue to consider the nature of God’s existence so that we 
will be able to answer the question, Who made God?

QuotAtionS

For the reason and wisdom of man may indeed, by the exercise of their own powers, 
arrive at the conclusion, although feebly, that there must be only one eternal divine 
Essence, which created, which sustains and governs all things. Man beholds a creation 
so beautiful and excellent, both in the heavens and on the earth, regulated and moving 
in its order so wonderfully, so methodically, and so unfailingly that he must admit that 
it could not operate accidentally or by powers of its own. On the contrary, man con-
cludes that there must be a Creator and a Lord from whom it all comes and by whom 
it is being governed. In this way he cannot but recognize God in His creatures, as Paul 
also says (Rom. 1:20): “The invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and 
Godhead.” This is a knowledge a posteriori [that is, from effect to cause] which looks 
at God from without, seeing Him in His works and government, just as we look at the 
exterior of a castle or house and from this form an opinion about the character of the 
lord or householder.

— Martin Luther

Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, consists of two 
parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves. . . . The knowledge of ourselves not only 
arouses us to seek God, but also, as it were, leads us by the hand to find Him.

— John Calvin
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God is Absolute Being and, therefore, all other being that is relative was made by Him. 
No being that was made from nothing could be on a par with God, nor could it even be 
at all, were it not made by Him.

— Augustine

meSSAge outline

I.  Introduction

A. R.C. experienced bewilderment, frustration, and a sense of utter helplessness at his 
father’s funeral.

B. Death was perceived as absolutely final.
C. This experience prepared him to become a Christian: “I had to know who God was.”

II. God’s revelation of Himself to Moses

A. Moses’ life demonstrates how God uses significant circumstances to change our 
lives and ultimately reveal Himself to us.
1. While Moses was an infant, God rescued him from slavery. He was ele-

vated to the status of a prince.
2. Moses’ life was turned upside down through the murder of an Egyptian. 

He had to flee for his life into the wilderness.
B. God brought Moses from a life of insignificance to one of historic prominence.

1. God revealed Himself at the burning bush.
2. God revealed His name as “I AM.” 

III. The aseity of God

A. The aseity of God refers to His self-existence.
1. Aseity means that God has no beginning. He was not created. He exists in 

Himself.
2. The alternative to self-existence is “self-creation” or “spontaneous 

generation.”
B. The Supreme Being and human beings

1. Human beings are differentiated from the Supreme Being in that humans 
are dependent, contingent, mortal, and finite. They come into being, and 
then one day they die.

2. God is the Supreme Being. He has no beginning. He is eternal. He is the 
great “I AM.”

C. Being self-existent, God cannot die. He has the power of being within Himself.
1. He must have being or nothing can be.
2. He keeps and sustains being.
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bible StuDY

1. In Exodus 3:1–4:17, Moses is confronted by God and God reveals Himself in very 
notable ways. Read this passage and answer the following questions:
a. In Exodus 3:2, Moses saw that “the bush was burning, yet it was not 

consumed.” Does this burning bush tell us anything about God’s 
self-existence?

b. As you read through this passage, note in two columns Moses’ statements 
which reveal his sense of inadequacy, and the Lord’s statements about 
Himself.

 c. How does God’s revelation of Himself respond to and deal with Moses’ 
sense of inadequacy? Should this be true for you as well? If so, how?

d. Analyze God’s self-proclaimed name “I AM WHO/THAT I AM” (or “I 
will be who/what/that/I will be”). How does this name relate to the con-
cept of “self-creation” or “spontaneous generation”? What light does this 
name shed on Dr. Sproul’s statement, “Something has to ‘be’ before it ‘is’”?

2. What other attributes of God are you able to discover in this text? How do they 
relate to His aseity?

3. What do the following verses say about God’s relationship to time?
a. Genesis 1:1
b. Psalm 90:1–6
c. Hebrews 13:6
 From these verses and from your own concept and knowledge of God, do 

you think God is subject to the passage of time like we are? What differ-
ence does this make?

4. Read Ezekiel 37:1–4. In this passage, Ezekiel is told to call into being (that is, 
prophesy) by the power of the Spirit what did not previously exist. What does 
this passage indicate about God’s power over being? In what way does God still 
demonstrate this same power over being today?

 In his book Discovering the God Who Is, Dr. Sproul writes:

We are awed by the grand difference between human beings and the Supreme 
Being: No human being can bring life out of death; no human being can make 
something out of nothing. So what difference does this make? All the difference in 
the world — the difference between life and death, between being and non-being, 
between something and nothing, between futile faith and a vital faith. (p. 30)

5. Compare the self-existence of God with man’s dependent existence from the fol-
lowing texts.

Genesis 2:7
Psalm 90:4
Ecclesiastes 2:14–16
Isaiah 40:13–14, 21
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Isaiah 40:28–30
Acts 17:25–28
Romans 4:17

6. Dr. Sproul writes:

In the history of philosophy and science, there are three great puzzles, the mysteries 
that have baffled the greatest minds. They are life, motion, and being. No one has 
yet unraveled the mystery of life. The concept of motion remains elusive. The idea 
of being occupies both the philosopher and the scientist. Yet in these verses in Acts 
17:24–28 a clue to solving the mystery of all three concepts is found. It is in God that 
we live and move and have our being. (Discovering the God Who Is, p. 31)

In what way does Acts 17:28 solve the three great puzzles of philosophy?

In Him we live. The power supply for life is God. He is the author and source of all 
life. His power to call forth life is what qualifies Him alone to be the Creator. We 
understand the cry of the psalmist, “It is He who has made us and not we ourselves.”

In Him we move. Motion finds its ultimate impetus in God. Without Him every-
thing would be stagnant, immobile, static, inert — lifeless.

In Him we have our being. It is because of His self-existence that we can exist at all. 
You and I exist in His power and by His power. We are because He is. (Discovering 
the God Who Is, p. 31)

think About it

1. Do you find people are able or willing to discuss this attribute of God? If not, what 
accounts for their reluctance?

2. Even young children ask, “Where did God come from?” or “Who made God?” 
Using what you have learned, how would you now answer those questions?

3. Do you view this discussion as too speculative, delving into the mysteries of 
God’s being, or do you find it necessary and relevant to discuss this? Why?

4. What attribute of God do you most like? Could you count on God to always pos-
sess that if He lacked aseity? Explain.

5. As you understand God, could He be God and not possess aseity?

6. What tools does God commonly use today to provide significant spiritual turning 
points in our lives?

7. Dr. Sproul writes:

Moses’ dilemma is encountered by all of us. Before we can respond to the divine 
summons of discipleship or before we can heed the vocation that God gives us, we 
must first grasp something of the character of God who is calling us. Our commit-
ment to our mission is only as solid as our understanding of the One who sends us on 
that mission. (Discovering the God Who Is, p. 17)
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How can God’s aseity affect our understanding of our calling as individuals? 
As a church?

8. If God exists independently and has no need for anything, why did He create us? 
What does that say about us?

9. When we ask for God’s blessing, it comes out of and pertains to our material, 
physical, and spiritual needs. Since God does not need anything for His own sus-
tenance, what does the expression “Bless the Lord” mean? Does our praise make 
a difference to God if He doesn’t need it?

10. Most people have an understanding that the universe as we know it “began” at a 
certain point in time. Regardless of your personal position, consider the origin of 
matter.
a. In what way does an evolutionist resort to the concept of spontane-

ous generation to account for the presence of life and matter? Does Dr. 
Sproul’s statement, “Something must have the power of being,” address 
this issue? How?

b. Based on this lesson, how should a Christian account for the creation of 
life and matter? How does Dr. Sproul’s statement, “Something has to ‘be’ 
before it ‘is’ speak to this issue?

APPliCAtion

1. The concept of God’s aseity is not easily grasped by our finite minds. Because of 
this, our tendency is to avoid devoting time or effort to considering its implica-
tions for our lives and our faith. How should we be affected by the aseity of God? 
List three practical ways.

2. As you worship God this week, consider His attribute of aseity and thank Him 
for it.

3. Can your understanding of God’s aseity assist you in sharing your faith with non-
believers? List several ways in which it might assist you.

4. In addition to creating matter and being, how has God also created opportunities 
and circumstances in your life? Think of unique or significant events created by 
God.

5. God’s self-existence has implications that should affect our understanding of 
God’s overall size and power. Is your concept of God too small? How has this 
study challenged that concept?

for further StuDY

France, R.T. The Living God, pp. 9–26
Sproul, R.C. Discovering the God Who Is, chaps. 1–2
The Westminster Confession of Faith, 2.1
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Where is God  
When i Need Him?

Part 1

APProACh

Consider the following as you begin this lesson:

1. Describe those times when you most keenly felt God’s presence and also those 
times you felt His acute absence.

2. Discuss how God can be equally present in thousands of churches simultaneously 
while they are celebrating Communion.

Aim of the leSSon

In our culture we are taught that the meaning of life involves the acquisition of things. 
However, we need to understand that only the infinite gives meaning to the finite. We 
need to have a sense that the infinite, personal God is always with us. Even though 
God is not the world, nor the world God, yet God is in this world and this world is in 
God. In Him we live and move and have our being. God’s infinity guarantees that He 
is ever present and able to meet us at our point of need.

leArning objeCtive

When we have considered God’s infinity in this lesson, we will be able to distinguish 
between God’s infinity, God’s immensity, and pantheism.

QuotAtionS

God is everywhere. However, He does not want you to reach out for Him everywhere 
but only in the Word. Reach out for it and you will grasp Him aright. Otherwise you are 
tempting God and setting up idolatry. That is why He has established a certain method 
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for us. This teaches us how and where we are to look for Him and find Him, namely, in 
the Word.

— Martin Luther

That God is present everywhere is as much a comfort to a good man as a terror to 
the wicked. . . . In afflictions God shows Himself most present, when friends are most 
absent. . . . Good men may be banished from their country, but never from the presence 
of their Protector; ye cannot say of any corner of the earth or any dungeon in a prison, 
God is not here.

— Stephen Charnock

The infinity of God implies that He is in no way limited by the universe, by this space-
time world, or confined to the universe. It must be conceived as intensive rather than 
extensive . . . .

— Louis Berkhof

The ideas with which we are most familiar are often those of which we are the least able 
to give an intelligent account. It is much the same with the idea of infinity. If men would 
be content to leave the word in its integrity, as simply expressing what does not admit 
of limitation, there would be no danger in speculating about its nature. But in all ages 
wrong views of what the infinite is, have led to fatal errors in philosophy and religion.

— Charles Hodge

leCture noteS

Answer the following questions as you listen to the message:

1. Why do many people live their lives feeling the absence of God?

2. Define God’s infinity based on Dr. Sproul’s comments.

3. What are the limits to God’s infinity?

4. What is meant by God’s “immensity”?

CheCk YourSelf

1.  We have difficulty sensing God’s presence because He is________________ .

2. The difference between an invisible, immaterial gardener and no gardener at all 
is the________________.

3. Pantheism means that God is________________.

4. God’s immensity does not refer to His presence in size but in________________ . 

(answers are found at the end of this lesson)
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DiSCuSSion

1. Discuss the answers to the questions in the Lecture Notes.

2. What were the elements of Dr. Flew’s argument?

3. What was Dr. Sproul’s response to Flew’s contention that God has died the death 
of a thousand qualifications?

4. How can this characteristic of God comfort you during times of suffering?

5. If one of God’s attributes is His infinity, must each of His other qualities and 
attributes be infinite as well? If so, what are the implications for us as believers?

“Check Yourself” Answers

1. invisible

2. garden

3. everything (all)

4. fullness
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Where is God  
When i Need Him?

Part 2

leArning objeCtive

We will continue to consider God’s infinity in this lesson, in order to be able to distin-
guish between God’s infinity, God’s immensity, and pantheism.

QuotAtionS

The nature of God in Himself is infinite, invisible, eternal, almighty; while it follows that 
they are mistaken who ascribe to God a visible form.

— John Calvin

The immensity of God is that perfection of the Divine Being by which He transcends all 
spatial limitations, and yet is present in every point of space with His whole Being.

— Louis Berkhof

The immensity and omnipresence of God is the ubiquity of the divine essence, and con-
sequently of the divine power, wisdom, and goodness. As the birds in the air and the fish 
in the sea, so also are we always surrounded and sustained by God. It is thus that He 
is infinite in His being, without absorbing all created beings into His own essence, but 
sustaining all in their individual subsistence, and in the exercise of their own powers.

— Charles Hodge
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meSSAge outline

I.  Introduction

A. A maudlin sentimentality exists in the wording of some hymns.
B. In spite of this, however, they do express a truth longed for by true believers. 

II. The feeling of God’s absence

A. Many people live their lives feeling the absence of God.
B. The deepest desire of a Christian is to have an intimate, personal relationship with 

Christ.
1. The dull spiritual lives of most Christians contrast with the two disciples 

with whom Jesus walked after His resurrection. They said, “Didn’t our 
hearts burn within us when He opened the Scriptures to us?”

2. We have committed ourselves to an invisible, immaterial God. 
C. Dr. Sproul recounts Anthony Flew’s parable of the garden.

1. The parable illustrates contemporary reasoning with respect to God and 
creation.

2. The parable errs in not accounting for the existence of a real garden.
D.  God is both infinite and spirit. (God’s infinity is covered in this lesson; God’s spiri-

tuality in the next.)

III. The infinity of God

A. God is everywhere. He has no borders. He is not finite. There is no place where we 
can leave His presence.

B. God does not promise that we will not suffer, but He promises that when we suffer, 
He will be there.

IV. If God is infinite, is He then everything?

A. Pantheism says that everything is a part of God. Therefore, it makes no difference if 
we worship trees or other aspects of the world.

B. The error of pantheism results in the sin of idolatry. Believing that God is all things 
leads to worshiping created things rather than God.

C. The answer is that God exists in a different dimension, on a different level of being.

bible StuDY

1. Read Luke 24:13–35.
a. What would it be like to encounter Christ and to hear Him teach? What 

would you ask Him if you could see Him in person?
b. What would such an encounter mean to your faith when He was absent?
 How does John 20:24–31 speak to our desire to “see” and speak with 

Christ? Dr. Sproul writes:

Jesus spoke to Nicodemus about the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
He spoke of the mysterious way in which the Spirit works. He is like the wind 
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that blows where it wants to. We can’t see it, but we can feel it. His presence is 
known by His effects. The effects are real because the power and the presence 
are real. The difference between an invisible, immaterial God and no God at all 
is the difference between the divine presence and the divine absence, between 
divine power and divine impotence, between ultimate joy and ultimate despair. 
(Discovering the God Who Is, pp. 38–39)

2. Read Psalm 19:1–6 and Romans 1:18–20. What do these passages tell us about the 
effects of God’s presence in creation? How is the invisible known through the visible?

3. Read 1 Samuel 16:14. (For background, see 1 Sam. 13:1–14.) If God is an infinite 
spirit, in what sense did He withdraw from Saul? Does God still practice this 
activity today?

4. Read 2 Kings 6:14–17. What did Elisha’s servant fail to understand? What can we 
learn from this about our own existence?

 Dr. Sproul writes:

The Bible tells us that God is an infinite spirit who is present everywhere. Where 
is He? He is right here. Right now. The barrier between God and us is not time or 
space. It is neither the here nor the now. God is in the here and now. The barrier 
is dimensional. To step into His immediate presence would be to step not into the 
future or into the sky but through a dimensional veil. He is here with us and all 
that He is is with us. (Discovering the God Who Is, pp. 47–48)

5. Read Isaiah 55:8–9 and 57:15. From what you have learned in this lesson so far, 
how can we describe the balance between God’s being far above us yet also being 
near us? What is the relationship between His immanence (presence within cre-
ation) and His transcendence (His “otherness” and separation from creation)?

6. Read Exodus 25:17–22; 30:6; and Hebrews 9:6. Why do you suppose God insti-
tuted one place (the “mercy seat” or the atonement cover) as the location where 
He would meet His people?

7. Read Psalm 139. How can God’s presence everywhere be both good news and bad 
news?

 Dr. Sproul writes:

For those who have tasted the sweetness of forgiveness and reconciliation 
with God, His ubiquity is good news. But for those who still remain hostile and 
estranged from God, His omnipresence is very bad news. There is nothing that a 
fugitive wants to hear less than that his pursuer is everywhere. There is no place 
to hide from an infinite spirit . . . . But for those who love His appearing, the pres-
ence of God is like soothing music. When Jesus told His disciples that in a short 
time He would leave earth, He made a marvelous promise: “Lo I am with you 
always, to the close of the age.” (Discovering the God Who Is, p. 50)
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think About it

1. Would being able to physically see, touch, and hear God make Him more real to 
you? What did Jesus mean in John 16:7 when He said, “But I tell you the truth, it is 
to your advantage that I go away”?

2. How does a person gain certainty and assurance of the presence of God?

3. If God is infinite and therefore everywhere, why do Christians sometimes feel 
distant from Him?

4. How would you explain the third dimension to a two-dimensional world? How is 
this a parallel problem to conceiving of a dimension in which God dwells?

5. What does it mean for God to dwell in you? What does it not mean?

6. How can we overcome the barriers which we create between us and an invisible 
God?

7. Why do you think God so vigorously opposes idolatry?

8. Why is the infinity of God important to us?

APPliCAtion

1. In what way can God’s infinite presence be a comfort to you? List several specific 
ways you can refer to or remember His infinity at a later time.

2. Likewise, in what ways can God’s presence be an incentive to holy living before 
Him?

3.  Describe to another person the difference between pantheism and God’s infinite 
presence in creation. Also be prepared to speak about the significance of this 
difference.

4. Formulate an answer to the question, Where is God when I need Him?

for further StuDY

Charnock, Stephen. The Existence and Attributes of God, vol. I, discourse 7
Sproul, R.C. Discovering the God Who Is, chap. 3
The Westminster Confession of Faith, 2.1
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does God  
Have a Body?

Part 1

APProACh

As you begin, answer the following questions:

1. How would you account for the vast differences in human personalities?
2. What is the image that comes to mind when you close your eyes and think of God?

Aim of the leSSon

A common desire among believers is to see God in the flesh, to have, as one boy said, 
“God with skin on.” Our frustration comes from not being able to comprehend that 
God is a pure spirit. While we can say that a spirit is not gaseous, nor liquid or solid 
or vapor (ghostlike), we have difficulty pinpointing what a spirit is. One analogy 
is to liken immaterial spirit with our mind’s consciousness. Here the distinction is 
between the “mind” (spirit) and the “brain” (matter). Gaining a better understanding 
of God as spirit enables us to worship Him in the manner He prescribes.

leArning objeCtive

In this lesson, we will correct pervasively embedded distortions of our concept of 
God as spirit so that our worship of God in spirit and truth will be more pleasing to 
Him.

QuotAtionS

The Old Testament is filled with theophanies (literally God-forms), instances where 
God spoke or revealed Himself in angelic manifestation, and it is accepted by all Old 
Testament scholars almost without qualification that anthropomorphisms (ascribing 
human characteristics to God) are the logical explanation of many encounters of God 
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with man. . . . If the Mormons are to be consistent in their interpretation, they should 
find great difficulty in the psalm where God is spoken of as “covering with His feathers,” 
and man “trusting under His wings.” If God has eyes, ears, arms, hands, nostrils, mouth, 
etc., why then does He not have feathers and wings? They must admit if they are at all 
logically consistent that Jesus was not a door (John 10:9) a shepherd (John 10:11), a 
vine (John 1:1), a loaf of bread (John 6:3), and other metaphorical expressions any more 
than “our God is a consuming fire” means that Jehovah should be construed as a blast 
furnace or a volcanic core.

— Walter Martin

leCture noteS

Answer the following questions as you listen to the message.

1. What does the Bible mean when it says “God is a spirit”?

2. Can the nonmaterial dimension of human personality survive without a body?

3. Note the differences between a force and a spirit.

4. Is there more to reality than what we see?

CheCk YourSelf

1. The main point of John 4:19–24 is that God is spirit and is not confined to a 
________________.

2. God is spirit; He is not________________.

3. Human beings are body and________________.

4. Some people try to reduce mind to________________.

5. A spirit is different from a force in that it is________________.

(answers are found at the end of this lesson)

DiSCuSSion

1. Discuss the answers to the questions in the Lecture Notes.

2. In what ways does B.F. Skinner’s argument that the mind can be reduced to  
matter end up self-destructing?

3. Why does personality necessitate spirit?

4. What are the implications of reducing thought to mechanistic processes?

5. Dr. Sproul says, “A Christian lives life on the conviction of the reality of the 
spiritual realm.” With our “here and now” generation and its preoccupation with 
today, are there times (even briefly) when you doubt the existence of the spiri-
tual realm? When and why? What can you do as believers to combat this?
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“Check Yourself” Answers

1. location

2. matter

3. spirit

4. matter

5. personal
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does God  
Have a Body?

Part 2

leArning objeCtive

In this lesson, we will continue to correct pervasively embedded distortions in our 
concept of God as spirit so that our worship of God in spirit and truth will be more 
pleasing to Him.

QuotAtionS

If God be a spirit, let us take heed of those sins which are spiritual. . . . By the one (sins 
of the flesh) we defile the body; by the other we defile the spirit, which in regard of its 
nature, is of kin to the Creator. To wrong one who is near of kin to a prince, is worse 
than to injure an inferior subject. When we make our spirits, which are most like to God 
in their nature, and framed according to His image, a stage to act vain imaginations, 
wicked desires, and unclean affections, we wrong God in the excellency of His work, and 
reflect upon the nobleness of the pattern; we wrong Him in that part where He hath 
stamped the most signal character of His own spiritual nature.

— Stephen Charnock

If God be a spirit, it follows of necessity that He is a person — a self-conscious, intelli-
gent, voluntary agent. It follows from God’s being a spirit, that He is a moral as well as 
an intelligent being. It is involved in the very nature of rational being, that it should be 
conformed to the rule of the right, which in the case of God is His own infinite reason.

— Charles Hodge
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God makes no comparison between images, as if one were more and another less befit-
ting; He rejects without exception all shapes and pictures, and other symbols by which 
the superstitious imagine they can bring Him near to them.

— John Calvin

By teaching the spirituality of God, theology stresses the fact that God has a substantial 
Being all His own and distinct from the world, and that this substantial Being is imma-
terial, invisible, and without composition or extension. By ascribing spirituality to God 
we also affirm that He has none of the properties belonging to matter, and that He can-
not be discerned by the bodily senses.

— Louis Berkhof

meSSAge outline

I.  God is Spirit.

A. Mormons believe that God has a body because we are created in the likeness of 
God.

B. John 4:19–24 argues that true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth.
1. God is not limited to location in Jerusalem or in Samaria, for He is spirit.
2. A body would be limited in space; therefore, God does not have a body.
3. Because God is spirit we should worship Him in spirit. 

C. God is not any kind of matter but spirit.

II. Human beings have a spirit (or soul) and a body.

A. Our consciousness of ourselves as a self takes place in our thoughts.
B. Some argue that the mind is only matter.

1. This position destroys personality, freedom, and responsibility for behav-
ior since all responses are then mechanistic.

2. The argument self-destructs because arguments can never be effective in 
altering the fixed mechanism of deterministic behavior.

C. Christians say that if the body dies, we live.
1. This issue of life after death is one of the most serious questions we can 

discuss.
2. Our spirit continues to exist until we receive new, resurrected bodies. 

III. A spirit is different than a force.

A. Many think of God as merely a “higher power.”
1. Force is power released by someone or something.
2. Gravity is an example of a force.

B. A spirit is personal.
1. God is an infinite spirit.
2. God is personal.
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IV. We want a God we can see and feel.

A. When Jesus Christ came, the invisible was made visible.
1. God the Son did not cease to be an infinite spirit.
2. Christ took on a human nature, including a body.

B. God opened the eyes of Elisha’s servant that he might see the myriad of myriads of 
heavenly hosts.

V.  God wants us to worship Him in spirit.

bible StuDY

1. Read John 3:1–10.
a. In verse 8, Jesus compares God’s Spirit with the wind. In what way is the 

Spirit like the wind? Unlike the wind?
b. Using cross-references or a concordance, find other places in Scripture 

where the Spirit of God is pictured as wind.

Dr. Sproul writes:

The work of the Spirit (pneuma) is like the working of the wind (pneuma). 
Elsewhere, Jesus “breathed” on the disciples and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit” (John 20:22). This link between spirit, breath, and wind is found 
not only in the Greek language but is present in the Hebrew tongue as well. As 
far back as the creation narrative, where God “breathed” the breath of life into 
man and man became a living spirit, we find this link. (Discovering the God 
Who Is, pp. 58–59)

2. Read Exodus 20:4–6. Why does God prohibit the use of physical images in wor-
shiping Him? In what ways might we transgress this commandment in worship? In 
our daily living?

3. Read Genesis 4:1–8. Why did God reject Cain’s offering of worship?

 Dr. Sproul writes:

God is not pleased with some forms of worship. False worship is a dreadful insult 
to Him. Worship that is neither spiritual nor true is not acceptable.

In this Biblical episode Cain responded with anger. Presumably he was filled 
with anger and jealousy toward his brother Abel, whom he later savagely mur-
dered. It is likely, though, that he was also angry with God. Human beings tend 
to think that God is obligated to accept worship whether or not it is true and 
acceptable. (Discovering the God Who Is, pp. 69–70)

4. What are some implications of God’s spiritual nature from the following pas-
sages? What difference do these truths make to you in your life as a believer?

Luke 24:39
John 1:18
John 14:15–17
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John 16:12–16
Acts 17:24
2 Cor. 3:15–18
1 Tim. 6:15–16

DiSCuSSion

1. What is wrong with the concept of God as a great supernatural force?

2. How does the spirituality of God affect the way we worship Him?

3. What does it mean to worship God “in spirit and truth”?

4. How can God be present both with you and with someone five thousand miles 
away at the same moment? What role does His immensity play in this? (See Les-
son 2.)

5. Which world religions and major cults believe in a higher spiritual being? Which 
believe in a higher material being?

6. From your own knowledge, how has the spirituality of God been portrayed 
through the history of religious art? Consider both proper and improper 
representations.

7. Read Genesis 2:4–7.
a. What distinguishes man from the rest of the animal kingdom?
b. Describe what you think the “breath of life” means. Does this include 

consciousness, personality, soul, or other nonmaterial aspects of our 
being?

c. Discuss the significance of God’s action in verse 7 for our freedom, 
responsibility, dignity, and choice.

d. From your own knowledge, how does this relate to contemporary psycho-
logical theories of man?

8. Christianity teaches that after death, we can live outside our bodies until we are 
reunited with our resurrected bodies.
a. Can we live outside our bodies while we are still on earth? What do you 

believe about “out-of-body” experiences?
b. What implications are there for reincarnation and transmigration of 

souls?

APPliCAtion

1. Based on what you have learned in this lesson, what are some things that make it 
difficult for us to worship God in spirit?

2. Consider your Sunday morning worship experience.
a. How can this concept of worshiping God “in spirit and truth” be applied 

to the worship service?
b. What are some elements of worship that we should do with “all our 

being”?
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c. How can you better prepare for worshiping God in spirit this week? 
Think of several specifics and plan times and ways to implement these 
ideas.

3. In what ways can the concept of worshiping God in spirit and in truth be applied 
in our everyday experience outside of the usual Sunday worship time? What dif-
ference might this make?

4. Is there something about the style of worship practiced by other Christian 
churches that could aid us in worshiping God in spirit and in truth?

5. How can you more fully worship God in spirit next week in prayer, song, medita-
tion, and in hearing the preached Word?

for further StuDY

Charnock, Stephen. The Existence and Attributes of God, vol. 1, discourse 4–5
Sproul, R.C. Discovering the God Who Is, chap. 4
The Westminster Larger Catechism, question 7
The Westminster Shorter Catechism, question 4
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7

God and truth 

Part 1

APProACh

Consider the following as you begin:

1. Describe what you felt like when you lied in a given situation.
2. Describe your feelings when you were lied to, when you were betrayed by someone 

you trusted.
3. Has “doing the truth” ever caused you to suffer?
4. Give examples of governments “rewriting” history to cover up certain events.

Aim of the leSSon

Not only in the secular world, but also in many sectors of the theological world there 
is a crisis of truth. Truth has stumbled in the public squares (Isa. 59:14). Relativism, 
the idea that there is no ultimate truth determining right and wrong, is the reigning 
philosophy of the day. Christians too often are afraid to proclaim the absolute truth 
that is so necessary to solve our present crisis. We need a recovery of truth, and we 
must start with the God of truth.

leArning objeCtive

In this lesson, we will try to grasp the reality of objective, absolute truth rooted in 
God in order to be challenged in our responsibility to speak and live the truth.

QuotAtionS

Another aspect of this divine perfection . . . is generally called His faithfulness, in virtue 
of which He is ever mindful of His covenant and fulfills all the promises which He has 
made to His people. This faithfulness of God is of the utmost practical significance to the 
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people of God. It is the ground of their confidence, the foundation of their hope, and the 
cause of their rejoicing.

— Louis Berkhof

God is the truth in a logical sense, and in virtue of this He knows things as they really 
are, and has so constituted the mind of man that the latter can know, not merely the 
appearance, but also the reality, of things. Thus the truth of God is the foundation of all 
knowledge.

— Louis Berkhof

Peace if possible, but truth at any rate.

— Martin Luther

leCture noteS

Answer the following questions as you listen to the message.

1. What does “truth” refer to in the Bible?

2. How does the truth of God relate to the Christian life?

3. What does it mean to be a people of the truth?

4. What does James stress “above all” about the truth?

CheCk YourSelf

1. Pilate’s question to Jesus was,________________.

2. Francis Schaeffer, in contrast to the subjective view of truth in our culture, spoke 
of________________.

3. Truth corresponds to________________.

4. Truth is not abstract; it is________________.

5. Both Jesus and James maintain that our ________________should be________________.

(answers are found at the end of this lesson)

DiSCuSSion

1. Refer to and answer the questions in the Lecture Notes.

2. What does Schaeffer mean by “true truth”?

3. What is the correspondence view of truth?

4. What is so distinctive about the view of truth that James presents?

5. What role does Satan play in combatting the truth of the gospel?

6. How do your friends respond to claims about absolute truth?
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“Check Yourself” Answers

1. What is truth?

2. true truth

3. reality

4. personal

5. yes, yes
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8

God and truth 

Part 2

leArning objeCtive

In this lesson, we will continue to grapple with the reality of objective, absolute 
truth —truth that is rooted in God—in order to be challenged in our responsibility to 
speak and live the truth.

QuotAtionS

The primary idea of truth is, that which sustains, which does not fail, or disappoint 
our expectations. The truth of God, therefore, is the foundation of all religion. It is the 
ground of our assurance, that what He has revealed of Himself and of His will, in His 
works and in the Scriptures, may be relied upon. He certainly is, and wills, and will do, 
whatever He has thus made known.

— Charles Hodge

There are two peculiarities in the truths of religion: a divine beauty which renders them 
lovely, and a holy majesty which makes them venerable. And there are two peculiarities 
in errors: an impiety which renders them horrible, and an impertinence which renders 
them ridiculous.

— Blaise Pascal

When we speak of the sanctity of truth in relation to ethics, we have particularly in 
view “truthfulness” on our part in our dealings with God, ourselves, and our fellow men. 
The necessity of truthfulness in us rests upon God’s truthfulness. As we are to be holy 
because God is holy, so we are to be truthful because God is truthful. The glory of God is 
that He is the God of truth; the glory of man is that he is the image of God and therefore 
“of the truth.”

— John Murray
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We must not, then, as Christians, assume an attitude of antagonism towards the truths 
of reason, or the truths of philosophy, or to the truths of science, or the truths of history, 
or the truths of criticism. As children of the light, we must be careful to keep ourselves 
open to every ray of light. None should be more zealous in them than we. None should be 
more quick to discern truth in every field, more hospitable to receive it, more loyal to fol-
low it whithersoever it leads. It is for us, therefore, as Christians, to push investigation to 
the utmost; to be leaders in every science; to be the first to catch in every field the voice 
of the Revealer of truth, who is also our Redeemer. The curse of the Church has been 
her apathy to truth, in which she has too often left to her enemies that study of nature 
and of history and philosophy, and even that investigation of her peculiar treasures, the 
Scriptures of God, which should have been her chief concern. . . . She has nothing to fear 
from truth; but she has everything to fear, and she has already suffered nearly every-
thing, from ignorance. All truth belongs to us as followers of Christ, the truth; let us at 
length enter into our inheritance.

— B.B. Warfield

meSSAge outline

I.  Truth is objective.

A. Subjective truth versus objective truth.
1. Our culture sees truth as subjective: “If it is good for you to believe in 

God, then for you there is a God.”
2. Truth in Scripture refers to “real states of affairs,” not personal 

preference. 
B. Only God has total and objective knowledge of truth.

1. Truth corresponds to reality as perceived by God.
2. We never see reality totally and objectively.

II. Truth is personal and not abstract.

A. Jesus says, “I am the truth”—Christ can be trusted.
1. God is truth.
2. This means that God is a person who can be trusted. 

B. We are called to be a “people of the truth.”
1. This means we should be trusted not to let people down.
2. Relationships are broken due to violated trust.
3. Trust in another person takes a long time to establish but only moments 

to demolish.
4. Man is a covenant breaker. God never breaks a promise. 

III. Truth is a verb.

A. We are called to “do the truth.”
1. James says that true religion consists in visiting widows and orphans and 

“doing the truth” (James 1:27; Eph. 4:15).
2. James also says that “above all” our yes is to be yes and our no, no  

(James 5:12).
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3. Our word is to be trustworthy (better than trusted). 
B. We are not to take the Lord’s name in vain.

1. This is one of the “top ten” commandments God gives us.
2. We are not to swear by anything else as a means of avoiding truthfulness 

as did the people of Jesus’ day.
C. We are not to live by bread alone but by every word that comes from God.

bible StuDY

In the Hebrew mind-set, truth was inseparably connected to faithfulness. The same 
words are used for both concepts. To understand God’s truth we must also consider 
His faithfulness.

The biblical record is a history of a covenant-keeping God and a covenant-breaking 
people. Viewed from this covenantal perspective, each page of Scripture attests both 
to God’s covenant-keeping faithfulness and man’s inability to maintain the covenants. 
Despite man’s rebellion, God was pleased to send His Son Jesus to be the Covenant 
Keeper in our place. With this in mind, study the following passages. Note the key 
concepts of each, especially the promises of God contrasted with the weaknesses and 
short-comings of man.

GOD: THE FAITHFUL COVENANT KEEPER
2 Samuel 7:1–22
Nehemiah 9:1–38
Hebrews 6:13–20

MAN: THE CONSTANT COVENANT BREAKER
Nehemiah 9:1–38
Acts 5:1–11
Hosea 9:1–17

 What do these passages also say about God and His faithfulness?

JESUS CHRIST: GUARANTOR OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS
2 Corinthians 1:15–22

 What do these passages say about Jesus’ role in God’s truth and faithfulness?
 In view of God’s faithfulness throughout redemptive history, complete the follow-

ing sentence:
 Having studied the passages above, in light of man’s long history of rebel-

lion and sin, I recognize my need for Christ as Savior because . . .

think About it

1. When secular newscasters end their reports with, “And that’s the way it is for 
Tuesday, March 15,” what does that say to you? Does the non-Christian perceive 
the reality and truth of things exactly as does the Christian? What difference 
does point of view make?
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2. Isaiah says that “truth has stumbled in the public squares.” (Isa. 59:14) What are 
some of the truths that have fallen and need to be restored today?

3. Do you believe our culture is pursuing the truth or abandoning it? If culture has 
abandoned the truth, has it been a conscious or an unconscious act?

4. How does Jesus’ claim to be “the truth” (John 14:6) relate to other religions?

5. Look at a concordance under “truth.” In the Gospels, why do you suppose Jesus 
so frequently said, “I tell you the truth . . .”?

6. What would you consider the top priority in godliness?

7. In what ways are Christians most likely to “fudge” in their honesty or in keeping 
their word?

8. How would you differentiate between telling the truth and being insensitive?

9. Can you think of events, concepts, or people which directly contributed to the 
initial crumbling of absolute truth as a foundation for Western society? For the 
United States?

APPliCAtion

1. In what ways could you be more trustworthy?

2. Do people always need to “tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth”? How 
would you differentiate between speaking the truth in love and telling a truth 
that might hurt someone?

3. How is the concept of absolute truth present or absent in your workplace? If it is 
lacking, what concrete steps can you take to begin making a difference with the 
truth?

4. In what ways has “doing the truth” been difficult (and perhaps even painful) in 
your church family? In your home?

5. If someone asks you, “What is truth?” how will you respond?

6. You have probably made numerous vows during your life (baptism, marriage, 
church-giving pledges).
a. Have you been faithful to keep both the letter and the spirit of the law 

even when it hurts? (See Ps. 15:4.)
b. In what ways are you most likely to “fudge” in your honesty or keeping 

your word?

for further StuDY

Hodge, Charles. Systematic Theology, vol. I, chap. V.14
Murray, John. Principles of Conduct, pp. 123–148
Sproul, R.C. Discovering the God Who Is, chaps. 6, 10
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does God Have  
a Withered Arm?

Part 1

APProACh

As you begin to consider God’s omnipotence, discuss the following:

1. Name three of the most powerful displays of nature you have ever witnessed. What 
was most impressive about them?

2. Discuss those who might qualify as being the most powerful people in the country 
and in the world.

3. Discuss the way in which people seek and use power in our society today in the 
following areas: business, the church, relationships. How effective and lasting are 
these varieties of power?

Aim of the leSSon

Lord Acton said, “Power corrupts, but absolute power corrupts absolutely.” While this 
is true on the human scale where we see the abuse of power in politics, the church, 
business, and marriage, God’s power is absolute and it is not corrupt. If we are ever to 
use power properly, we must first begin with a consideration of God’s power.

leArning objeCtive

In this lesson, we will gain a better understanding of God’s omnipotent power and 
sufficiency so that we can examine our own lives as believers to discover evidences 
of God’s power at work.
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QuotAtionS

We do not put the life of God and the foreknowledge of God under any necessity when 
we say that God must live an eternal life and must know all things. Neither do we lessen 
His power when we say He cannot die or be deceived. This is the kind of inability which, 
if removed, would make God less powerful than He is. God is rightly called omnipotent, 
even though He is unable to die or be deceived. We call Him omnipotent because He does 
whatever He wills to do and suffers nothing that He does not will to suffer. He would 
not, of course, be omnipotent, if He had to suffer anything against His will. It is precisely 
because He is omnipotent that for Him some things are impossible.

— Augustine

How comfortable it is to think that you have a God that can do what He pleases; noth-
ing so difficult but He can effect, nothing so strong but He can overrule! You need not 
dread men, since you have One to restrain them; nor fear devils, since you have One to 
chain them; no creature but is acted by this power; no creature but must fall upon the 
withdrawing of this power. Our evils can never be so great to oppress us, as His power 
is great to deliver us.

— Stephen Charnock

leCture noteS

Answer the following questions as you listen to the message:

1. Can God build a rock so large that He can’t move it? Why or why not?
2. What is the definition of “omnipotence”?
3. What does Dr. Sproul say the relationship is between our faith and God’s 

omnipotence?

CheCk YourSelf

1. Unlike human beings, God has the power of________________.

2. God________________create a rock so big that He cannot move it.

3. Omnipotence means God has total power over________________.

4. In Christ we see God’s power for our________________.

5. Moses questioned God’s power to provide the Israelites with________________.

(answers are found at the end of this lesson)
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DiSCuSSion

1. What is meant by the term divine fiat?

2. What are some things God cannot do? Why can’t He? What in His character pre-
vents these activities?

3. According to Dr. Sproul, why do believers too often shirk Christian service?

4. What are three different categories of God’s power that Dr. Sproul described?

“Check Yourself” Answers

1. creation

2. cannot

3. creation

4. redemption

5. meat
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does God Have  
a Withered Arm?

Part 2

leArning objeCtive

In this lesson, we will continue to gain a better understanding of God’s omnipotent 
power and sufficiency so we can examine our lives as believers to discover evidences 
of God’s power at work.

QuotAtionS

It is the way of God: He humbles that He might exalt, He kills that He might make alive, 
He confounds that He might glorify.

— Martin Luther

We believe God to be true, yet distrust Him; we acknowledge Him powerful, yet fear the 
motion of every straw . . . . If we will but search our hearts we shall find it is the power of 
God we often doubt of . . . the belief of God’s power is one of the first steps to all religion: 
Without settled thoughts of it, we cannot pray lively and believingly for the mercies we 
want, or for averting the evils we fear . . . frequent thoughts of this would render our 
faith more stable, and our hopes more steadfast.

— Stephen Charnock

It is by removing all the limitations of power, as it exists in us, that we rise to the idea 
of the omnipotence of God. We can do very little. God can do whatever He wills. We, 
beyond very narrow limits, must use means to accomplish our ends. With God means 
are unnecessary. He wills, and it is done. He, by a volition created the heavens and the 
earth.

— Charles Hodge
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meSSAge outline

I.  Introduction: The vast expanse of the universe created by God should produce in us 
profound awe and reverential respect for Him.

II. God is omnipotent.

A. The entire universe was brought into being through God’s “divine fiat,” or His 
“divine imperative.”

B. God created light out of darkness. Power flows out of the character of God. 

III. The fact that God is omnipotent does not mean that He can do all things.

A. Often the nonbeliever asks the question, “Can God build a rock so large that He 
cannot move it?”
1. If God cannot build such a rock, there is something not in God’s power to do.
2. If God can build such a rock, then there is something lacking in His power.

B. The Christian answer to the question is no. There are many things God cannot do.
1. God cannot sin.
2. He cannot die.
3. He cannot construct something so large that He no longer has complete 

power over it.
4. This is no threat to God’s omnipotence or existence, for who God is must 

be defined by His revelation.
C. Omnipotence means that God has complete and total power over everything 

He creates.

IV. God’s power is shown in redemption.

A. The disciples observed God’s power at the graveside of Lazarus.
B. The disciples observed Christ’s power over the wind and the waves.

V.  Faith involves believing that God has the power to do what He says He will do.

A. Moses demonstrates man’s typical disbelief in Numbers 11.
1. The people were complaining about having only manna to eat.
2. Moses questioned God’s ability to provide the Israelites with enough meat 

for them all to eat.
B. God often holds this tremendous power in reserve; when He does so, we question 

Him.
C. Mary demonstrates faith in God’s power in Luke 1:38 and again in the “Magnificat” 

in Luke 1:46.

bible StuDY

God’s omnipotent power is displayed in unique ways by the three members of the 
Trinity. In this Bible study, we will consider the omnipotent power shared by the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
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POWER OF GOD, THE FATHER
1. Read Galatians 1:1. What power is displayed here by God the Father?
2. What limitations are there to God’s power as seen in Hebrews 6:18 and 

James 1:13–17?
3. Despite such “limitations,” what do we learn about God’s power from 1 

Corinthians 1:20–29?

POWER OF GOD, THE SON
1. Read John 2:18–22; 10:14–17. What sort of unique power does Jesus testify 

to possessing in these passages?
2. What does John 13:2–5 say about the power of the Son? What does the 

passage say about the use of godly power in our fellowship with other 
believers?

3. Reflect on the power of Christ and its application to believers as found in 
2 Corinthians 12:7–10.

4. After learning about the power of the Son, read Isaiah 53 (especially vv. 
4–7). What testimony does this give to Christ’s power and the use of 
power?

5. Now read Revelation 1:4–8. What does this passage say that the Son has 
done for us, and what is He going to do?

 Dr. Sproul writes:

Interestingly God refers to Himself as “the Almighty” in this passage that 
mentions “the Beginning and the End.” The thread of the mighty acts of God 
is woven throughout Scripture. The Bible reveals His power in Creation 
and His power over Creation. We see God’s power in redemption and over 
redemption. From Creation to the consummation of God’s kingdom, we are 
brought into contact with One who is Almighty, omnipotent. (Discovering 
the God Who Is, p. 154)

POWER OF GOD, THE HOLY SPIRIT
1. What power, possessed also by the Father and the Son, is spoken of in 

Romans 8:11?
2. Read Acts 1:1–8. What is the connection between power and the Holy 

Spirit, and how should this affect you as a believer? Can you find further 
connections between the Holy Spirit and power in the book of Acts?

3. Read 1 Corinthians 2:1–16.
a. How is Paul’s weakness related to the Spirit’s power in verses 1–5?
b. What is the special work of the power of the Spirit in the lives of 

believers seen in verses 6–13?
c. How does this contrast with unbelievers in verses 14–16?
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CONCLUSION
1. How do the three persons of the Trinity, each being omnipotent, testify to the tri-

unity of God, and the overall omnipotence of God?
2. In reading Romans 4:18–21, how should the powerful nature of God make a daily 

difference in your life as a believer?
 Dr. Sproul writes:

The One who is altogether omnipotent can carry out every promise He has made. 
That power is immutably wed to His divine integrity. Therefore, there is a guar-
anteed future for the people of God. This is the crux of the matter: God is able to 
do what He says He will do. He has the power to raise our bodies from the dust. 
He has the power to wipe away our tears forever. He has the power to cleanse us 
from all sin. His promises are not idle wishes. They are commitments. When I 
make a commitment for the future, there is always a tacit assumption connected 
to it. If I agree to speak somewhere three years from now, it is assumed that I will 
keep the promise if I am able. I may be dead in three years. I may be physically 
incapacitated. I may be hindered in some other way. There is no “if ” with God’s 
future promises. He will do what He has promised. (Discovering the God Who 
Is, p. 171)

think About it

1. We often see human abuses of power. Are there places in Scripture where God 
seems to be heavy-handed in His use of power? Are there times when His power 
seems to conflict with His other attributes such as His love, mercy, and grace?

2. In what way does prayer permit you to gain access to God’s power? How does 
God use our prayer as a vehicle to display His power? What is the power behind 
prayer?

3. What is the relationship between power and authority? Which one dictates 
action on a human scale? On the divine scale?

4. Why do you suppose a power-hungry culture would not be drawn irresistibly to 
an all-powerful God?

5. What is a proper display of power which a church should exhibit in a society or 
neighborhood? Would it/should it entail such areas as economics, morality, and 
politics? How does your church display power?

6. What can we learn from God’s proper use of power?

7. Why are we so reluctant to trust God and to believe in His power to do what He 
says He will do?
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APPliCAtion

1. Can you remember a time when God seemingly did not use His power to help you? 
Have you since come to understand why He worked in this manner?

2. How has God demonstrated His power through your weakness?

3. God’s power is not always visibly displayed, but it is certainly active invisibly 
every instant. Can you recognize and describe His hidden power on your behalf?

4. Where do you foresee the necessity to rely on the power of God’s Spirit in the 
next few days (for example, in business meetings, important exams, serious 
tasks)?

for further StuDY

Charnock, Stephen. The Existence and Attributes of God, vol. 2, discourse 10
Hodge, Charles. Systematic Theology, vol. 1, chap. 5. 10
Pink, A.W. The Attributes of God, chap. 9
Sproul, R.C. Discovering the God Who Is, chap. 9
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is God in a Rut? 

Part 1

APProACh

Discuss the following questions as you begin to consider the topic of God’s 
immutability:

1. What aspect about your life would you like to “freeze” in order to main-
tain it forever as it is? Think of a feeling or emotion you never wanted to 
fade away.

2. What feelings have you had from which you thought you would never 
recover?

3. What changes the most in our society?

Aim of the leSSon

Everything in our lives is constantly changing. Nothing in this world stays the same 
forever. How can we be stable when our unstable world flits and flies from one craze 
and fashion to another; from one belief and practice to another? How can we face the 
loss of that which we love or desire? Jim Elliott said, “He is no fool who gives what he 
cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” In the same way, we can face loss or change 
if we know we are under the care of Someone who is always the same. Whoever has 
this unchanging God has all.

leArning objeCtive

In this lesson, we will seek to gain insight into the meaning and significance of God’s 
immutability so that we can explain those portions of Scripture where God appears 
to change.
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QuotAtionS

For, not in our way does God look forward to the future, see the present, and look back 
to the past, but in a manner remotely and profoundly unlike our way of thinking. God’s 
mind does not pass from one thought to another. His vision is utterly unchangeable. 
Thus, He comprehends all that takes place in time—the not-yet-existing future, the 
existing present, and the no-longer-existing past—in an immutable and eternal present. 
He does not see differently with the eyes and the mind, for He is not composed of soul 
and body. Nor is there any “then, now and afterwards” in His knowledge, for, unlike 
ours, it suffers no change with triple time—present, past, and future. With Him, “there 
is no change, nor shadow of alteration.”

— Augustine

Even the best things are mutable, and things of such a nature are not fit objects of confi-
dence. Trust not in riches; they have their woes as well as increases. Trust not in honor; 
all the honor and applause of the world is no better than an inheritance of wind. Rejoice 
not immediately in wisdom; that and learning languish with age. Rejoice not in strength; 
that decays. Nor rejoice in children. . . . How often doth a string crack when the musi-
cian has wound it up to a just height for a tune, and all his pains and delight marred in 
a moment. Let me add this: trust not in men who are as inconstant as anything else, and 
often change their most ardent affections into implacable hatred. Prefer an immutable 
God before mutable creatures.

— Stephen Charnock

leCture noteS

As you listen to the message answer the following questions:

1. What does the book of James teach about God’s immutability?
2. What does process theology teach about God’s immutability?
3. What does immutability mean with respect to God?
4. Does God repent?

CheCk YourSelf

1. James says that with the Father there is no variation or shifting________________.

2. In contrast with God’s immutability, we are constantly________________.

3. Some say God’s immutability means that He is________________.

4. God’s immutability refers to His ________________.

5. When God appears to change in the Scriptures, we need to remember that God is 
being described in________________/________________terms.

(answers are found at the end of this lesson)



11—Study guide 43

DiSCuSSion

1. Remember and think about a favorite childhood place. How has it changed over 
the years?

2. What is the error of process theology?

3. What is the erroneous presumption behind many faith-healing claims?

4. If God is immutable, what implications does this hold for the future?

“Check Yourself” Answers

1. shadow

2. changing

3. inert

4. character

5. human/anthropomorphic
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is God in a Rut? 

Part 2

leArning objeCtive

In this lesson, we will continue to deal with the meaning and significance of God’s 
immutability so that we can explain those portions of Scripture where God appears 
to change.

QuotAtionS

What therefore does the word “repentance” mean? Surely its meaning is like that of 
all other modes of speaking that describe God for us in human terms. For because our 
weakness does not attain to His exalted state, the description of Him that is given to us 
must be accommodated to our capacity so that we may understand it. Now the mode of 
accommodation is for Him to represent Himself to us not as He is in Himself, but as He 
seems to us. . . . So we ought not to understand anything else under the word repentance 
than change of action, because men are wont by changing their action to testify that 
they are displeased with themselves.

— John Calvin

Being, self-existent and absolutely independent, God is exalted above all the causes of 
and even above the possibility of change. Infinite space and infinite duration cannot 
change. They must ever be what they are. So God is absolutely immutable in His essence 
and attributes. He can neither increase or decrease. He is subject to no process of devel-
opment, or of self-evolution. His knowledge and power can never be greater or less. He 
can never be wiser or holier, or more righteous or more merciful than He ever has been 
and ever must be.

— Charles Hodge
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meSSAge outline

I.  Introduction: In C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia, Aslan is a teaching metaphor for 
the immutability of God.

II. God does not change.

A. James says that there is no variation or shifting shadow with God (James 1:17).
B. By contrast, we are constantly changing.

1. Nothing stays the same. We grow older. Our appearance changes.
2. Our emotions, both good and bad, are subject to change. Both our 

moments of sorrow and our happiest moments quickly pass.

III. God is not inert or immobile.

A. Process theology says that God’s immutability means inertia.
1. They say motion means change.
2. If God does not change, He is immobile.

B. Answer: Immutability refers to God’s character.
1. He is not inert and inactive.
2. He is always acting. He is God on the move.

IV. There are some passages where God appears to change His mind.

A. In Exodus 32:11, Moses appears to talk God into changing His mind about destroy-
ing the Israelites.
1. Moses prays to God.
2. God does not punish His people.

B. Numbers 23:19 states, “God is not a man that He should lie, neither the son of man 
that He should repent.”

C. The Bible speaks about God using human terms.
1. These are the only terms God could use to speak to us in a maner we can 

understand.
2. The terms often describe how God appears to us rather than how He is in 

Himself.

V. God does not change His mind concerning promises He makes about our future.

bible StuDY

In the lecture, Dr. Sproul deals with two passages in which God appears to change 
His mind or “repent” (Ex. 32 and Num. 23). In our Bible study, we will consider three 
additional passages and the challenges they present. As you read each passage, think 
about the following questions:

• What “change” seems to take place with God in the passage?
• How does “anthropomorphic” language create difficulties in understanding the pas-

sage?
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• Are there other interpretive problems that contribute to misunderstanding the ac-
tion of God?

• In light of Dr. Sproul’s teaching, how would you explain the ways in which the un-
changing God seems to “change” in the following passages:
1. Genesis 18:16–33: Abraham pleads for Sodom.
2. 1 Samuel 15:1–35 (especially vv. 10–11, 23, 29, 35): God rejects Saul as king.
3. Jonah 3–4 (especially 3:10): Jonah at Ninevah.

think About it
1. What have you ever thought you would like to change about God? Would you still 

think the same now?

2. Since God is unchanging and His Word and His truth don’t change, how do we 
account for the sweeping moral and ethical changes in society in recent years?

3. As with Lucy in Narnia, has your understanding of God grown larger over time? 
How?

4. What are some things that change, things which Scripture warns us not to trust?

5. In the lecture, Dr. Sproul says, “You don’t pray to change God’s mind.” If this is 
so, then why should you pray?

6. Did God “change” when the Word became flesh at the incarnation of Jesus 
Christ? Was there a change at Pentecost?

7. Read Psalm 102:1–12, 23–28 and discuss the contrasting images of man’s change-
able nature and God’s unchanging nature.

8. Consider the first verse of the hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” and its source 
(Lam. 3:22–23). How does this truth minister to you in times of need?

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father. 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 
As Thou hast been Thou forever will be.

APPliCAtion

1. Do you feel confident in your ability to resolve the difficulty of biblical passages in 
which God seems to change? If not, review the principles taught in the lesson and 
seek to improve your understanding.

2. Decide now how God’s immutability can encourage you when you next face dif-
ficulty or personal crisis.

3. This week in your personal devotion, use numerous Scriptural names and titles 
as you address God in prayer. Thank Him daily that despite the fact that He has 
many names, titles, and qualities, His character and person (in all their complex-
ity) are unchanging and unchangeable.
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for further StuDY

Archer, Gleason. Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties
Charnock, Stephen. The Existence and Attributes of God, vol. 1, discourse 6
Hodge, Charles. Systematic Theology, vol. 1, chap. 5.7
Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. Hard Sayings of the Old Testament, chap. 29
Pink, A.W. The Attributes of God, chap. 7
Sproul, R.C. Discovering the God Who Is, chap. 7
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One Holy Passion

Aim of the leSSon

In this final lesson, we will broaden our perspective about God’s character and con-
sider how our understanding of God’s nature can continue to grow.

QuotAtionS

If we are to progress in godliness we need to fan the flames of a holy passion. We need a 
single-minded desire to know God. We follow Jesus who went before us. He was moved 
by a single passion—to do His Father’s will. . . . Jesus revealed the Father to us and called 
us to imitate His own pursuit. His priority is set before us—to seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness.

— R.C. Sproul

Our desires must not be only offered up to God, but they must all terminate in Him, 
desiring nothing more than God, but still more and more of Him.

— Matthew Henry

No physician like the Lord, no tonic like His promises, no wine like His love.

— Charles Spurgeon

Am I ignitable? God deliver me from the dread asbestos of “other things.” Saturate me 
with the oil of the Spirit that I may be a flame.

— Jim Elliot

True knowledge of God is born out of obedience.
— John Calvin
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bible StuDY

In this final Bible study of the course, we recommend that you first review the basic 
content of the previous studies and then bring to this lesson any remaining questions 
and thoughts.

1. Read Exodus 33:17–34:8. Comment on the characteristics of God which are 
revealed in the extended self-proclaimed name found in 34:5–7. Notice both the 
positive and negative aspects of this name.

2. Read the following from the book of Psalms, writing down first impressions and 
thoughts about God’s name, character, and nature.
a. Psalm 18:1–3
b. Psalm 27:1–4
c. Psalm 63:1–8
d. Psalm 93:1–5

3. Based on your observations from the preceding passages, answer the following 
questions.
a. What must we do to get to know God?
b. Is there a difference between head knowledge and heart knowledge? 

What is it, and how do we achieve it?
c. Are there differences in our society that make our pursuit of God more 

difficult than the psalm writer’s pursuit? If so, what are they and how can 
we overcome them?

4. Read the Transfiguration account found in Matthew 17:1–9 (or parallel accounts in 
Mark 9:2–13 and Luke 9:28–36). It is clear that some of Jesus’ attributes of divinity 
were veiled during His incarnation.
a. What qualities of Christ as God were unveiled on the Mount of  

Transfiguration that were otherwise hidden from the eyes of men?
b. What was the purpose of this brief but glorious revelation?

DiSCuSSion

1. What attribute of God is the most intriguing to you? Why? Which characteristics of 
God do you find the most mysterious? Why?

2.  In our attempt to understand God’s attributes, it is helpful to speak of “communi-
cable” and “incommunicable” attributes. The communicable attributes are those 
which can be reflected in man, at least partially; however, the incommunicable attri-
butes are those qualities of God which are unique to Him alone and are not seen at 
all in His creatures. In describing God, the Westminster Confession (2.1) says,

There is but one only, living, and true God, who is infinite in being and perfec-
tion, a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions; immutable, 
immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, 
most absolute, working all things according to the counsel of His own immu-
table and most righteous will, for His own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, 
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long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgres-
sion and sin; the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him; and withal, most 
just, and terrible in His judgments, hating all sin, and who will by no means 
clear the guilty.

What attributes of God are we, as humans, able to reflect? What attributes 
belong to God alone?

3. While Jesus Christ walked among us, some of the divine attributes were veiled. 
What are some of the attributes that were veiled? Are there some attributes 
Jesus did display that we, as fallen humans, cannot?

4. Is there a danger involved in learning more and more about the character of 
God? If so, what is it and how can we avoid that danger?

5. Orthodox Jews feel that much of God’s holiness resides in His name and it’s 
pronunciation. Ancient Jews would not pronounce God’s self-proclaimed name 
“I AM” (the tetragrammaton YHWH). Instead they substituted the word Lord 
(adonai) in its place. Today, many modern Jews won’t spell God but instead write 
G–d to protect themselves from possibly taking the Lord’s name in vain. Many 
modern Hebrew scholars don’t even use adonai but instead simply say “The 
Name” (hashem) in order to respect and preserve God’s holiness.
a. What do you think about this? Does refusing to use God’s name guarantee 

that we will respect it? As believers, are we guilty of being too casual and 
flippant when we address God?

b. Using a concordance, look at the references under “name.” What words, 
concepts, or attributes are frequently associated with the names of God? 
What does this tell us?

c. What can we do as twenty-first-century Christians to render more respect 
to our great God?

APPliCAtion

1. Using our own creativity and resources, most of us would not progress very far in 
our desire to improve our knowledge of God and His character. What resources do 
you plan to use to further increase your understanding of God’s character?

2. What are the biggest obstacles to your gaining more knowledge of God and His 
character? Be specific. Once you have specified these, take action to alleviate 
these barriers in order to further your understanding of God and your growth as 
a believer.

3. What can you do to help other believers to expand the horizons of their under-
standing about God’s character? Find a way to share the wealth that you have 
accumulated.

4. Implement your improved perspective on God’s attributes in your personal devo-
tions and in your corporate worship.
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