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introduction

The radical nature of sin portrayed in the gospel of John underscores his emphasis 
that humanity is utterly dependent upon God for salvation. St. John, with every turn 
of the phrase, bolsters the idea that spiritual birth is in no way a result of our own 
effort or will, but on the contrary, a result of God’s will and power through His Spirit. 
Even further, those given to the Son by the Father will by no means perish.

The apostle John distinctively presents Jesus in his prologue as the Logos, the eter-
nal Word of God. Through Him the cosmos was created, and through Him alone 
the Father is revealed. By recording the eight unique “I AM” sayings of Jesus, all of 
which are powerful expressions of His saving relationship to the world, the Beloved 
Disciple brings us to a fuller understanding of the God-man as both protector and 
nurturer of His people.

May this series elevate your love for the Christ, the risen Son, who is united with the 
Father and the Spirit, coequal, coeternal, and One—the great and almighty “I AM.” 

Sincerely, 

R. C. Sproul
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1

the Bread of Life 

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

Throughout the public ministry of Jesus, many opinions arose about who exactly 
this Man from Nazareth was. We see this most clearly in the conversation between 
Jesus and His disciples in Mark 8:27–30, when the apostle Peter confesses Him as the 
Christ. The “I AM” sayings of Jesus recorded in the gospel of John, however, do not 
focus on what others thought of Him; rather, our Savior’s pronouncements disclose 
His own understanding of Himself as deity, including His saving relationship toward 
the world. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul discusses the first of Jesus’ self-revealing state-
ments in the book of John: “I am the bread of life.”

SCripTUre reADing

John 6:22–59; Luke 22:14–20; Exodus 3:1–22, 16:1–36  

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to explain how the structure of Jesus’ “I AM” statements allude to the 
great I AM of the Exodus.

2. To be able to summarize the content of the passage (what Jesus is saying about 
Himself ).

QUoTATionS

And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, 
and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. . . . I am the living bread which came down 
from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall 
give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.”

—John 6:35, 51



4  Knowing Christ

. . . Gods Tender Bowells run 
Out streams of Grace: And he to end all strife 
The Purest Wheate in Heaven, his deare-dear Son 
Grinds, and kneads up into this Bread of Life. 
Which Bread of Life from Heaven down came and stands 
Disht on thy Table up by Angells Hands.

—Edward Taylor, “Meditation 8: I Am the Living Bread”

leCTUre oUTline

I. “I am the bread of life”: the structure  

A. In John 6:35, the Greek word rendered “I am” is most commonly seen as eimi, and 
when the emphatic first-person singular is intended, ego. 

B. But Jesus is recorded as speaking neither. He uses ego eimi (“I am, I am . . .” or, “I, 
even I, am . . .”), which is more rare outside of John’s gospel. 

C. Ego eimi also can be found in the Septuagint’s version of Exodus 3:14, “And God 
said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’”

D. This serves, then, as a thinly veiled reference to Yahweh, the redeemer and cov-
enant Lord of Israel.

II. “I am the bread of life”: the content

A. In John 6:32, Jesus points out that the manna that sustained the lives of the wilder-
ness-wandering Israelites did not come from Moses but from heaven.

B. In like manner, according to Jesus in verse 33, He Himself has come down from 
heaven, giving life to the world.

C. There is a connection between the purposes of God in Christ and the descend-
ing/ascending of Jesus. Just as He ascended with a purpose (to sit in triumph 
as Mediator at the Father’s right hand), so He descended with a purpose 
(redemption).

D. For this reason, Jesus declares in John 3:13 that “No one has ascended to heaven.” 
He is not suggesting that no human has gone to glory; rather, He is stating that to 
ascend means more than “to go up,” for no one has ascended with Christ’s pur-
poses except “He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man.”

E. What, then, is His purpose? In the verses following Jesus’ designation of Himself 
as life-giving bread, He affirms three main things:

i. That His mission is one of doing the will of His Father (v. 38).
ii. That God has sent Him as the bread of life to give life to those to whom 

the Father has given the Son, not one of whom shall be lost (v. 39).
iii. That the purpose of God is that everyone who believes in the Son may 

have eternal life (v. 40).
F. Amid the growing conflict among the Jews in this passage, Jesus reaffirms His previ-

ous statements even more clearly by declaring in verse 44, “No one can come to Me 
unless the Father who sent Me draws him” (note the necessary condition: “unless”).
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G. The words to draw have caused much debate in church history.
H. One thing is clear: this “drawing” is effective. The one who has been given to the 

Son by the Father will indeed come to the Son. His or her inner disposition is 
changed, and the bread of life is now made sweet to an otherwise hateful palate.

I. Although not the primary focus of the text, note the parallels to the Last Supper in 
the Upper Room where Jesus institutes the Eucharist, breaking the bread and say-
ing, “This is my body . . .” (e.g. Luke 22:19).

J. Thus, in John 6, Jesus binds the idea of life tightly to Himself. He is both the sus-
tainer of life, nourishing us, as well as the very fountainhead from which it springs.

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. The structure of Jesus’ statements in John 6:35 serves to accentuate 
______________________________.
a. The Lord’s Supper
b. Jesus’ inextricable tie to Yahweh
c. The rarity of the use of ego emei (“I am, I am . . .”)
d. The apostle John’s superb writing ability

2. The First Advent, or descending of Christ to earth, is symbolically related to 
what other event?
a. The Exodus
b. The destruction of Jerusalem in a.d. 70
c. Pentecost
d. The Ascension

3. Out of those who have been given to the Son by the Father, which ones shall be 
lost?
a. Legalists 
b. Liberal politicians
c. No one
d. Bartenders

4.  What is the primary purpose of God in Christ as revealed in John 6:35–40? 
a. To give eternal life to everyone who believes in the Son
b. To grant His people material success in this life
c. To make all of life joyful and happy
d. To save people by means of the Eucharist

5. What doctrine can be clearly drawn from John 6:44?
a. Reprobation 
b. The last days
c. Holy Communion
d. Effectual calling
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6. The “drawing” of John 6:44 can otherwise mean which of the following?
a. Forceful dragging
b. Wooing by persuasion
c. Compelling by changing the inner disposition
d. Simply giving a choice

7.  What idea does Jesus closely associate Himself with in John 6:22–58?
a. Kingship 
b. Death
c. Life
d. Contentment

BiBle STUDy

1. Since St. John does not mention the institution of the Lord’s Supper during 
Jesus’ farewell discourse (John 13:18–30), some theologians contend that the 
apostle uses this occasion to impart his doctrine of the sacrament. Read John 6:53. 
How might this verse, if speaking about Communion, undermine the doctrine 
of salvation as portrayed elsewhere in the New Testament? In what ways might 
John 6:22ff be a secondary indirect reference to the sacrament?

2. Read John 6:49–51. Given Jesus’ repeated reference to manna, what might 
Jewish expectations be regarding the coming of the Messiah? (What event was 
under way when manna first fell?) Are they able to see the spiritual nature of the 
coming kingdom? What limitation does manna have according to Jesus? What, in 
contrast, supercedes Moses’ manna?

3. Focus on John 6:51. How would this offering of the bread of heaven “for the 
life of the world”—not just the nation of Israel—upset the Jewish expectations 
referred to in the previous question?

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. How would you explain the words unless and draws in John 6:44?   

2. In what ways might your daily walk with God change, knowing that His Son is 
not only the source of your life, but its very sustenance? How might this adjust 
your view of Holy Communion if it is indeed related to the text at hand?

3. It has been rightly said that either Jesus is the Son of God or a liar. How would 
you use this text (John 6:22ff ) to defend against the idea that the Bible makes no 
claim that Jesus is both God and man?

For FUrTher STUDy

Calvin, John. John, The Crossway Classic Commentaries, pp. 158–72 (This is Calvin’s 
abridged commentary on the gospel of John 6:34–58.)



7

2

the Light of the World

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

As the conflict between Jesus and the Jewish leaders intensified, direct confronta-
tion became inevitable. Once again, as seen in John 7, many opinions about who Jesus 
was were circulating. Some thought He was the great eschatological prophet (7:40), 
while others thought He was indeed the Messiah (7:41). Eventually, however, chaos 
and confusion divided the crowd (7:41–43), and suggestions of an arrest were made. 
Just as before, the gospel writer fondly points out that “no one laid hands on Him” 
because “His hour had not yet come” (7:30, 44). Following this comes the second “I 
AM” saying of Jesus. Face-to-face with an adulteress and Pharisees, He declares, “I 
am the light of the world.” In this lecture, Dr. Sproul helps to clarify what this actually 
means.

SCripTUre reADing

Genesis 1:1–4, 14–18; John 1:1–18; 7:37–8:20, 9:5; Revelation 21:22–27  

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To grasp the thematic use of the word light in John’s gospel, as well as its various 
connotations throughout Scripture.

2. To be able to explain what Jesus revealed about Himself in this passage.

QUoTATionS

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me 
shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”

—John 8:12
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Hail holy light, offspring of Heav’n first-born,  
Or of th’ Eternal Coeternal beam  
May I express thee unblam’d? since God is light,  
And never but in unapproachèd light  
Dwelt from Eternitie, dwelt then in thee,
Bright effluence of bright essence increate.

—John Milton, “Light”

leCTUre oUTline

I. “Light”: its various connotations  

A. “Light” is a metaphor for the truth of the Gospel/coming to salvation. 
B. Note how the word darkness is used throughout Scripture. In both the Old and 

New Testaments, it frequently refers to spiritual blindness, or the condition of a 
man’s heart before salvation (e.g. Ps. 107:10; Isa. 60:2; John 3:19, 12:35, 36; Eph. 5:8; 
1 Peter 2:9; 1 John 1:6). 

C. As we work toward an understanding of the word light, we would do well to con-
sider the Transfiguration. Recorded in the synoptics and testified to in John 1:14, 
the Transfiguration serves as a miraculous revelation of Jesus’ intrinsic glory, His 
holiness as the divine Son. While Moses’ face also shone after speaking with God, it 
was only reflection (Ex. 34:29 –35). Jesus’ face actually radiated from within.

D. The apostle John’s poem (John 1:1–18), or prologue, is a preface to the gospel narra-
tive, and also speaks of Jesus’ projecting the refulgent glory of God. St. John draws 
out the metaphor further in 1:5, where darkness is seen as being unable to overcome 
the light. It is common knowledge that objects do not have inherent color, which 
is a result of light. Here we see that what is common to light communicates a deep 
truth—that no amount of darkness can subdue the glory of God in Jesus Christ.

 E. Further along in the prologue, St. John writes of the universal relevance of the 
Gospel (v. 7), as well as the illuminating activity of God’s common grace (v. 9). This 
“true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world” has been under-
stood in two main ways throughout history:

i. Unregenerate: the great philosopher Plato, in The Republic, wrote an 
allegory about a cave in which everything inside was pseudo-reality. In 
order to get a glimpse of things as they really are, one must escape the 
cave, get out in the sun, and soak in reality. Even though his philosophy 
is suspect, this non-believer saw that light symbolized ultimate truth.

ii. Regenerate: As Justin Martyr defended the faith some 1,850 years ago, 
he wrote about “the union of intelligence and safety to discern truth 
. . . which all ought to have who are privileged to observe the admin-
istration of the universe”—that is, the light of God’s truth that shines 
through creation. Justin argued that all of mankind could catch a 
glimpse of reality, without which they could not accomplish tasks in 
logic, science, mathematics, rhetoric, etc.
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F. God’s first Creation recorded in Scripture was light—so as to subdue the chaotic 
darkness.

G. It seems to be no mistake, then, that one of God’s last acts recorded in Scripture is 
the descending of Jerusalem, a holy city in which there is “no need of the sun or 
of the moon to shine . . . , for the glory of God illuminates it. The Lamb is its light” 
(Rev. 21:23).

H. Ignoring His claim in John 8:12, the Pharisees instead concern themselves with the 
minutiae of the law: “You lie, for you have no corroboration” (v. 13). Jesus responds 
accordingly that He needs no witness, for He knows His roots—the glorious throne 
room of God almighty.

I. As the Pharisees persist, Jesus further asserts that the Father bears witness of His 
being “the light of the world” (which is nothing short of claiming deity). But they 
refuse to accept it, showing that their knowledge of the law did not lead them into 
the knowledge of Christ or His Father.

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. The word light in Scripture is often used as a metaphor for ______________________________.
a. Omnipotence
b. Coming to salvation
c. The truth of the Gospel
d. Both b and c

2. In contrast, the word darkness often refers to ______________________________.
a. Order
b. Nighttime
c. Spiritual blindness
d. The universe

3. During the Transfiguration, the light with which Jesus shone came from 
______________________________.
a. Moses and Elijah 
b. The Father’s glory
c. Within Christ Himself
d. The sun

4.  In the prologue to John’s gospel, the forces of faith and unbelief are seen strug-
gling against each other. What verse in John 1 captures this imagery and at the 
same time informs the reader that the truth will overcome? 
a. Verse 1
b. Verse 9
c. Verse 14
d. Verse 5
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5. Justin Martyr argued that humankind’s “inner light”comes from 
______________________________.
a. Plato’s eternal Forms 
b. God’s creative act
c. Habitual activity; there really is no “inner light”
d. The Holy Spirit

6.  As the holy city Jerusalem descends in Revelation 21:23, what has it no need of?
a. The sun 
b. The moon
c. Street-sweepers
d. Both a and b

7.   When Jesus declares that He is the “light of the world,” the Pharisees challenge 
Him on what point?
a. That He has broken the Sabbath 
b. That He has no corroboration
c. That He is not the “light of the world”
d. That He was allegedly born out of wedlock

BiBle STUDy

1. Read John 7:37, 38. The Feast of Tabernacles celebrated God’s provision of pro-
duce in the land (Deut. 16:13–15), as well as God’s salvation of the Israelites from 
Egypt (Lev. 23:33–43). On the last day of the feast, the priest took a pitcher, filled 
it from the pool of Siloam, and poured it out at the temple altar, signifying Israel’s 
dependence on their covenant Lord. It is in this context that Jesus spoke the 
words from the passage above. What was He saying about His ability to provide? 
About rainfall compared to living water? Of what does this provision consist?  

2. Continuing this theme, read John 8:12. Another custom at the Feast of Taber-
nacles was the lighting of huge Menorah lamps, in front of which many of the 
festivities took place (dancing, singing, etc.). They were afterwards put out, 
and everyone would go their own way. Jesus again uses imagery fresh on every 
person’s mind: “I am the light of the world.” What was He saying about His pro-
vision as compared to that which the feast commemorated (i.e. the water and the 
pillar of “light” provided in the wilderness)?  

3. Read Isaiah 42:6, 7. How is the Servant of the Lord in verse 6 described with 
reference to “light”? What healing had never taken place before the first century 
a.d., but was expected during the time of the Messiah? (see Isa. 42:7 then John 
9:32). How, then, has the “light of the world” fulfilled this expectation?

4. Read Zechariah 14:16–20. How and in what ways has Jesus fulfilled the Feast of 
Tabernacles, turning what was once temporary into eternity?   
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DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. How would you begin a conversation about Christ with an unregenerate per-
son knowing that the “true Light” has given “light to every man coming into the 
world?” (John 1:9).  

2. Explain all the connotations of the word light in John’s gospel and provide Scrip-
tural support. How does apprehending this theme bolster your understanding of 
Jesus as both almighty God and covenant Lord?

3. What would you say to the Christian who believes Christ’s fulfillment of the 
Feast of Tabernacles is all future? (use the testimonies of Scripture in your 
rebuttal).

For FUrTher STUDy

Calvin, John. John, pp. 204–10, 232-35 (John 8:1–20, 9:1–5)
Plato. The Republic, Book 7
Augustine. The City of God, Book 10, Chapter 2 
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3

the Sheep Gate

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

After the “Light of the world” brings light to blind eyes at the pool of Siloam (John 
9:1–7), the newly healed man enters into a heated discussion with the Pharisees and 
is eventually excommunicated (John 9:13–34). Jesus then finds him, eliciting true 
worship from the man, unlike those who followed the Savior around, thinking they 
had unique insight into the things of God (John 9:40). Jesus subsequently responds 
with the third “I AM” saying: “I am the door.” In this lecture, Dr. Sproul opens the 
Word and discusses how Jesus is indeed the door—the only way into the presence 
of God.

SCripTUre reADing

John 10:1–10; Acts 4:8–12; 1 Timothy 2:1–5; 1 John 1:1–5  

leArning oBJeCTiVe

1. To grapple with and comprehend the exclusivity of Jesus’ claim to be the only way 
by which people are saved.

2. To understand the sheepfold imagery used by Jesus in relation to His work of 
redemption. 

QUoTATionS

Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 
. . . I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and 
find pasture.”

 —John 10:7, 9
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And now th’art set wide ope, the spear’s sad art,
Lo! hath unlockt thee at the very Heart:
He to himself (I fear the worst)
 And his own hope
Hath shut these doors of Heaven, that durst
 Thus set them ope.

—Richard Crashaw, “I Am the Door”

leCTUre oUTline

I. Remembering the ego eimi and its context 

A. Jesus’ “I AM” statements continue with the same structure outlined in lecture one, 
which serve to accentuate His identity with Yahweh. 

B. This passage comes right on the heels of Jesus’ healing of the blind man. In this 
very same conversation, Jesus refers to Himself as “the good shepherd.” These two 
“I AM” statements, though bound together, must be distinguished so as to capture 
their fuller meanings.

II. Unpacking the passage: John 10:1–10 

A. Jesus asserts that He is the door of the sheepfold. How would this imagery have 
related to the culture of the ancient Near East? Shepherding was not only an 
important role in Near Eastern society, but the metaphor itself was employed time 
and again in the Scriptures. Also, David emerged as a shepherd-king, prefiguring 
his greater Son—the ultimate Shepherd-King.

B. On an average day in Israel, sheep could be found grazing in pastures and drinking 
from streams. Once night fell, however, the sheep were brought into the sheep-
fold—a structure commonly made of stone with briars atop the wall that served 
as impediments to thieves. This left the gate as the only proper entryway, and so a 
guardian was placed there.

C. Sheepfolds often accommodated more than one flock, yet the sheep did not get lost 
in the crowd, for their shepherd knew which sheep were his (unique markings, 
etc.) just as the sheep recognized their master’s voice. 

D. What motivates Jesus to use this imagery? Within the context of the passage, we 
see that the rulers of Israel refused to rejoice at the blind man’s healing. Instead, 
they were jealous and virtually excommunicated the man (John 9:34).

E. But the leaders of Israel were called to be the shepherds of these sheep (Isa. 56:11; 
Jer. 10:20–21, 23:1, 50:6). They failed miserably in this and Jesus subsequently 
accuses them of being thieves and robbers (John 10:1, 8, 10), as well as blind men 
(John 9:39–41).

F. The thieves and robbers mentioned in John 10:8 are not the prophets of old; rather, 
they are anyone who falsely claims to be the Messiah, to be the door through which 
salvation comes.
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G. Jesus uses this earthy imagery to say that God’s sanctuary, or place of safety, has 
only one door. The rulers stumbled over His words at this point (consider the paral-
lels to today’s pluralistic society). The kingdom of God is exclusive in that it can be 
accessed through the risen Christ alone. 

H. Jesus believed Himself to be the only way, and being true to Him means unabash-
edly affirming this despite cultural pressures to do otherwise.

I. The life that Jesus gives is both eternal and increasingly abundant for His redeemed. 
If one desires it, he or she must pass through the door of the Lord Jesus Christ. All 
others will find only the wide path that leads to destruction (Matt. 7:13; John 10:9–10).

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. What Old Testament shepherd-king prefigured Christ Jesus?
a. Hezekiah
b. Josiah
c. David
d. Asa

2. ______________________________ were placed atop the walls of the sheepfold in order to impede 
______________________________ from coming in.
a. Potsherds, lions
b. Briars, thieves
c. Torches, wolves
d. Layers of mud, mongeese

3. Given that more than one flock entered a sheepfold at night, how did the sheep 
and the shepherd recognize one another?
a. The shepherd kept his flock separate from the others. 
b. The gate guardian kept track of the flock for the shepherd.
c. The shepherd knew the unique markings of his flock, and the sheep recog-

nized the shepherd’s voice.
d. None of the above

4.  The rulers of Israel had perpetually failed in what task given them by God? 
a. Performing religious duties
b. Ruling
c. Shepherding
d. Tithing

5. The thieves and robbers mentioned in John 10:8 are which of the following?
a. All prophets before the time of Christ
b. All high priests before the time of Christ
c. All persons who claim to be the Christ (save Jesus)
d. All kings before the time of Christ
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6. How many doors lead into heaven?
a. Two 
b. One
c. Three
d. Seven

BiBle STUDy

1. While the shepherd metaphor is prevalent in the Old Testament, the same is not 
the case for Jesus’ claim to be the “door of the sheep.” In fact, there are no ref-
erences to a gate of the sheepfold in the Old Testament. Read, however, Psalm 
78:23 and 118:20, and Genesis 28:17. What do these three verses have in common?    

2. Continuing with this line of thought, read Genesis 28:12–17. What did Jacob’s 
name mean (cf. Gen. 27:35)? What did his name get changed to? Now read John 
1:47. What are the (dis)similarities between the two characters? Finally, read 
John 1:51. How has Jesus amended Jacob’s vision?   

3. Jesus called (and is calling) out His sheep to form the new Israel, to enter 
through the one door that leads into the presence of God. Read Matthew 7:13–29. 
What might be the message of the false prophets (cf. v. 14)? How is the false 
prophet eventually exposed? How could someone who says “Lord, Lord” (an 
address of intimacy) not enter the kingdom of heaven? Who, then, can enter 
God’s kingdom?

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. How would you respond to an individual (outside of the church with no knowl-
edge of God’s Word) who is vehemently opposed to the exclusivity of the Gospel, 
and instead promotes typical, American pluralism? How would you respond to 
a minister (of a historically Christian church) who advances the same belief? 
Would your responses be similar?

2. Defend the person of Jesus as presented in Scripture from those who would 
see Him be a tolerant, anti-dogmatic teacher. Use Scripture to support your 
portrayal.

3. Explain, in your own words, what Jesus meant by saying, “I am the gate of the 
sheepfold.” Include all of the relevant Old Testament passages in your explana-
tion, and discuss as a group how this imagery relates to the “newness” of the new 
Israel (those called out from every tribe and nation).

For FUrTher STUDy

Calvin, John. John, pp. 251–56, 338–39 (John 10:7–9, 14:6, 7)
Knowing Christ: The I AM Sayings of Jesus by R.C. Sproul
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4

the Good Shepherd

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

Amid the same dialogue discussed in the previous lecture, Jesus reveals Himself as 
the long awaited Shepherd King calling His sheep into the fold—a fold that can be 
accessed only by the one Door. Given the Pharisees’ failure to shelter, care, and guide 
the once-blinded man (John 9:13–34), Jesus proves Himself to be the true Shepherd, 
for His sheep know His voice and follow, while refusing to follow strangers (John 
10:1–5). In this lecture, Dr. Sproul examines how Christ truly and rightfully is the 
Good Shepherd.

SCripTUre reADing

Psalm 23; John 10:11–31; Romans 5:1  –2   

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To understand Jesus’ role as the Good Shepherd of our souls.
2. To provide a summary of the Old Testament background from whence this imagery 

comes.

QUoTATionS

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. . . . I am the good 
shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, 
even so I know the Father.”

—John 10:11, 14–15
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Shepherd of tender youth
Guiding in love and truth
Through devious ways;
Christ our triumphant king,
We come Thy name to sing.

—Clement of Alexandria, “Shepherd of Tender Youth”

leCTUre oUTline

I. The context  

A. Remember that Jesus spoke of Himself as the door of the sheepfold, or the gateway 
to eternal life (John 10:7, 9). 

B. The Good Shepherd metaphor is also connected to the casting out of the once-
blinded man (John 9:34, 10:21), which highlights the nation’s leaders’ failures to 
shepherd the people.

II. St. Paul’s understanding of the Door 

A. Note the apostle’s discussion about the consequences of being justified in 
Romans 5:1–2:

i. Those justified are at peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ.
ii. Those justified now have access to God. There is no longer any 

estrangement.
B. St. Paul’s imagery relates to the barrier that has stood between man and the Lord’s 

sanctuary since the garden, where a cherubim was placed at the east of Eden to 
guard the way to the tree of life. In like manner, both the tabernacle and the tem-
ple, faced east (Ex. 38:13–15; 1 Kings 7:39; Ezek. 40:6), and had cherubic guardians 
at the entrance (Ex. 26:1; 1 Kings 6:31–32).

C. The apostle Paul, then, is expanding on a symbolic event that occurred at Jesus’ 
death on the cross: when the curtain leading into the Most Holy Place tore, access 
to God became complete. The barrier had been removed.

III. The shepherd metaphor before the time of Jesus 

A. Comparing John 10:11–14 with Psalm 23:
i. David recalls his own days as a shepherd. He comes upon the Israelite 

army fearing Goliath, who calls out for a challenger—winner taking all. 
King Saul can find no warriors willing to go, and David offers himself. 
Just as the people scoff, David tells them of his protecting the sheep 
from both a bear and a lion. He would likewise emerge as a shepherd-
king over God’s people.

ii. Note that according to Psalm 23:4, walking through the valley of the 
shadow of death is a certainty in this life. But equally certain is the affir-
mation that God will be with us.

iii. Just as the shepherd’s rod and staff comforted his sheep by guiding and 
protecting, so Jesus, in fulfilling this psalm, is the shepherd of our souls.
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IV. John 10:11–18: the parable of the good shepherd

A. Jesus contrasts the shepherd and the hireling. The main difference lies in the fact 
that the shepherd’s livelihood was his sheep, and so he would defend unto death 
what was his. The hireling, on the other hand, could care less about the sheep if 
protecting them includes physical injury—he would flee at the first sign of danger.

B. Jesus, like the good shepherd, will defend his own, even unto death (John 10:15–
18). And He does just that on the cross.

C. However, He was not forced to give up His life, for He gave it willingly (John 
10:18). Note also how every time the Jews desired to kill or arrest Him, St. John 
was sure to mention that Jesus escaped unharmed because (providentially) His 
hour had not yet come (John 7:30, 44, 8:59, 10:39).

D. Jesus likens the relationship between the good shepherd and his sheep with His 
relationship to the Father—with a sense of intimacy (John 10:14–15; cf. 18:37).

E. The “other sheep” that are not of the fold in John 10:16 are not extraterrestrial 
beings. Rather, Jesus is speaking to a Jewish audience about the mystery of the 
new covenant: both Jew and Gentile sheep know the Good Shepherd, and will 
comprise but one flock.

F. In John 10:11–18, Jesus confronts His listeners with a radical concept: that the 
giving of His life, which secures the salvation of His sheep—a fold that includes 
those within and without Judaism—is a direct command from the Father. No won-
der the Jews were divided. Some thought He had a demon, but others answered 
truthfully, “Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” (John 10:21). In other words, 
they saw that Jesus was a proven shepherd in His actions toward the once-
blinded man.

G. Notice how Jesus asks St. Peter, and by extension, the church universal (cf. 1 Peter 
5:1–2), to “feed My sheep.” The sheep are not ours or anyone else’s; they belong to 
Christ Jesus, and we are called to follow in the footsteps of our Good Shepherd. 

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. What is one practical implication of being justified by grace through faith 
according to St. Paul in Romans 5:1–2?
a. A perfect church community
b. Peace with God
c. Freedom to sin all the more
d. There are none. It is just an abstract doctrine.

2. What do the Garden of Eden, the tabernacle, and the temple all share in 
common?
a. They all face north.
b. They were all located at the same place.
c. There is nothing in common among them.
d. They were all guarded by cherubim.
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3. What event during Jesus’ life symbolized the apostle Paul’s assertion that we 
now have access to God through Christ?
a. The feeding of the five thousand 
b. The temptation in the Judean wilderness 
c. The tearing of the curtain in the temple
d. The Transfiguration

4.  What two tools does the shepherd use to promote guidance and protection? 
a. A sword and whip
b. A dog and stick
c. A rod and staff
d. A shovel and broom

5. How do the shepherd and the hireling differ?
a. The shepherd is motivated only by duty, the hireling by money. 
b. The shepherd works hard, the hireling is lazy.
c. The shepherd displays sacrificial care for his sheep in times of danger, the 

hireling abandons the sheep at the first sign of danger.
d. All of the above

6.  Which of the following statements best describes Jesus’ work as the Good 
Shepherd?
a. He gave His life willingly in defense of His Jewish flock. 
b. He gave His life willingly in defense of His flock, despite the possibility of 

another attack that could result in their being scattered.
c. He had His life taken from Him while defending His flock.
d. He gave His life willingly in defense of His flock.

7.  The “other sheep . . . not of this fold” in John 10:16 comprises which of the 
following?
a. Those from within Judaism 
b. Those from without Judaism
c. Those from without Judaism, but inside the borders of Israel
d. Both b and c

BiBle STUDy

1. Read Isaiah 40:11; Jeremiah 31:9; and Psalm 74:1, 80:1–2, 95:7. What images recur 
in these verses? Why would this imagery be used by the exilic prophets? Who 
was seen as the shepherd of Israel before the time of Christ?

2. Read Psalm 78:70–72. Who also served as shepherds of Israel during this time? 
Now read Isaiah 56:11; Jeremiah 10:20–21, 23:1, 50:6; and Zechariah 10:2–3. What 
do these verses have in common regarding the performances of God’s shepherds?



20  Knowing Christ

3. But would God’s people have no hope? Read Ezekial 37:23–24 and Micah 5:3–4. 
What type of ruler could the hopeful expect? Now read Zechariah 12:10, 13:1. 
What will be given as a result of the piercing of the coming Shepherd?

4. In John 10:16, Jesus declares that He has sheep from outside the fold (Judaism) 
that He must bring in. Read Micah 2:12 and Ezekiel 37:24. How many folds and 
shepherds were expected in the Messianic age? Who was to be gathered into the 
flock, according to Micah 2:12? How, then, might Jesus’ statement in John 10:16 
be a shock to His Jewish listeners?

5. Read John 10:11, 15. What two points about the death of the shepherd are empha-
sized? Now read John 10:27–29. Is Jesus speaking about a particular group of 
sheep or about all sheep indiscriminately (cf. John 17:9, 20)? Find other Scrip-
tural passages that justify your answer (be sure to engage such passages as 1 Tim. 
4:10, 2 Peter 2:1, and 2 Cor. 5:19). Finally, read John 10:15–18. What does the lay-
ing down of the shepherd’s life actually accomplish? By whose command is this 
done?

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Why was the idea that the kingdom of God would be open to those outside Juda-
ism a shock to the Jewish leaders of Jesus’ day? Can this idea be found anywhere 
in the Old Testament (read Gen. 9:25–27, then Isa. 54:9–10)? What does it mean 
to “dwell in the tents of Shem” if “the steadfast love [of the Lord] shall not 
depart” from his descendants, Israel? (keep an eye on Rom. 9:6, of course).

2. Is it possible that we as Christians currently suffer from this sort of haughtiness 
regarding, say, Palestinians or Arabs? What other groups of people might we 
shun as “not being worthy” or “too far gone” to be ministered to?

3. Discuss as a group the “good shepherd” imagery that Christ Jesus uses (both as a 
portrayal of His person and His saving relationship to the world). How does this 
provide comfort in our lives as Christians?

For FUrTher STUDy

Calvin, John. John, pp. 256–65 (John 10:11–30)
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5

the Resurrection and the Life

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

By declaring that the Good Shepherd knows His sheep, and is known by His sheep, 
Jesus excludes all those who refuse to believe and follow, being blinded by their sin-
ful prejudice. The sheep, being unable to snatch themselves from the Father’s hand, 
are also safe from others. This is so because the Father who has given the sheep to 
the shepherd is “greater than all,” and He and Jesus are unified in this purpose (John 
10:29–30). The Jews once again seek to kill the Messiah for His supposed blasphemy. 
And, once again, Jesus providentially escapes their clutches (10:39). It is no won-
der, then, that His disciples expect death even if they return for Lazarus’ sake (11:8). 
But Jesus knows well that this event is for God’s glory, so that He might be glorified 
through it (11:4). It also serves as the trigger that sets the Son’s greater glorification—
the passion—in motion. In this lesson, Dr. Sproul discusses how the Resurrection and 
the Life overcame the last enemy, death itself.

SCripTUre reADing

John 11:1–44  

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To understand and explain how Jesus embodies the resurrection and the life, and 
how His victory over death is the Christian’s greatest hope in this world.

QUoTATionS

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though 
he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you 
believe this?”

—John 11:25–26
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And when a few years shall be gone,
  This mortal shall be clothed upon.
A corrupt carcass down it lays,
  A glorious body it shall rise.
In weakness and dishonour sown,         
  In power ’tis raised by Christ alone.

—Anne Bradstreet, “As Weary Pilgrim”

leCTUre oUTline

I. Lazarus of Bethany: the context 

A. Jesus declares that Lazarus’ sickness is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it (v. 4). 

B. Even though people would have expected Jesus to leave immediately, He tarried 
for two days. 

C. Verses 7–14 can be difficult to understand—especially verses 9, 10, and 14
i. Verses 9–10: Aware of imminent danger, the disciples question the deci-

sion to go so close to Jerusalem. Jesus responds that His time has not 
yet come, that it is still daytime, so they will not stumble. In so doing, 
He shows His incessant desire to glorify the Father at all costs.

ii. Verse 14: Jesus might have wanted to keep them from the pain of seeing 
Lazarus die, or He knew that there were some things the disciples had 
yet to understand about Him or the work that He was to accomplish. 

D. “In the tomb four days” (v. 17): This is a significant number. Popular Jewish 
thought during the early first century held that the soul would periodically revisit 
the body for a few days after death. Once decay began, the soul left for good. Jesus 
wanted to make sure that everyone knew Lazarus to be completely dead with no 
chance of reviving.

E. Martha meets Jesus upon His arrival in Bethany and chides Him: Why did He 
“fail” to show up on time?

F. She then adds an expectation of some miracle (v. 22), but apparently short of total 
recovery for Lazarus.

G. Responding to Jesus’ claim that Lazarus will rise again, Martha affirms her belief 
in the future resurrection (note that she was better informed than the Sadducees 
on this point [Matt. 22:23]).

II. “I am the resurrection and the life”: how? 

A. Martha speaks faithfully about the future resurrection, and Jesus then declares His 
fifth “I AM” statement: “I am the resurrection and the life.”

B. In the idiom of that day, to be closely associated with an idea was to virtually 
be that idea (cf. 1 John 4:7–8). Jesus is so connected to the power over death, so 
inextricably tied to the power of eternal life and resurrection, that He is saying 
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“not only do I have the power to raise others from the dead, not only do I have the 
power to raise Myself from the dead, but I am the resurrection itself! I literally 
embody it.”

C. It is only by virtue of His being life and having life in Himself that He has the 
power to give it to others.

III. Death: the question on everybody’s mind

A. Job 14:14—“If a man dies, shall he live again?” This question has been on every per-
son’s mind since death entered the world.

B. Many answers have been offered, but all are entirely speculative. For example:
i. Plato argues philosophically in Phaedo (about Socrates’ death) for an 

afterlife. He uses an argument from analogy, that of the cycle of life and 
death evident in nature (e.g. for grass to grow, a living seed must be 
planted, but then dies in order to sprout; cf. John 12:24; 1 Cor. 15:35–36).

ii. Pythagoreans held to a form of reincarnation, or “transmigration of 
the soul,” in which the soul, being eternal, returns over and over ad 
infinitum.

C. The Christian has the greatest hope in the historical resurrection of Christ Jesus, 
for it points to a time, as the first of its kind, when the great resurrection will fol-
low. He is raised from the dead for us, so that we can partake on that day.

D. Note that one reason the early church fathers faced martyrdom so valiantly was 
that they were absolutely convinced of the future resurrection. Death was not the 
final blow.

IV. Death: defeated at the last

A. Death is just a transition, for Christ, the first fruits, is our guarantee.
B. Jesus tells Martha what this all means. He has come to make the abundant, spiri-

tual life possible.
C. The apparent contradiction in verses 25–26 is resolved at this point: the abundant 

life begins at regeneration in the heart of every believer, and physical death cannot 
end it.

D. Notice the loud cry of Christ at the grave of Lazarus. God created the world 
through the Word, just as Jesus resurrects life through His word. God subdued the 
chaotic deep, and Christ overcomes the chaos of death.

E. See Jesus’ description of Himself in Revelation 1:17–18. The One who is the resur-
rection and the life has the key to unlock the grave and the power of death, so that 
believers have nothing to fear from it.

F. This is at the heart of the Christian faith. Without it, we have empty moralism, and 
Jesus becomes irrelevant to the modern man. But as long as there is life and death, 
Christ, who is the resurrection and the life, is the most relevant person to have ever 
walked the earth.
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STUDy QUeSTionS

1. Jesus says that Lazarus’ sickness serves what purpose?
a. To end Lazarus’ life
b. To bring Lazarus to salvation
c. To infuriate the leaders of Israel all the more
d. The glory of God, that the Son may be glorified through it

2. Why did Jesus tarry at the news of Lazarus’ sickness (why did John mention that 
Lazarus was dead four days)?
a. Because He feared returning to an area so close to Jerusalem
b. Because He was not done ministering beyond the Jordan
c. Because He wanted everyone to know that Lazarus was really dead
d. Because He knew Lazarus was only sick and would not die

3. What did Martha believe about the future resurrection?
a. She, like the Sadducees, did not believe in a future resurrection. 
b. That it was a symbol of regeneration—not an actual event
c. That it would occur on the Last Day
d. That it was going to happen that day in Bethany

4.  Jesus successfully confronts who or what during this event? 
a. Pharisees
b. Demons
c. Satan
d. Death

5. By saying that He is the resurrection and the life, Jesus means that 
______________________________.
a. All who strive to mimic His ways will find the true life
b. By virtue of His being life and having life in Himself, He has the power to 

give eternal life to others
c. Anyone can be the resurrection and the life, if they will only search within 

themselves
d. The Christian’s soul will “sleep” until that final day of resurrection

6. Which of the following persons argues for an afterlife using the analogy of life 
and death evident in nature?
a. The Pythagoreans 
b. St. Paul
c. Plato
d. Jesus Christ



5—The resurrection and the life 25

7.  The Christian’s guarantee of resurrection unto eternal life comes as a result of 
______________________________.
a. The analogy taken from nature 
b. There is no absolute certainty
c. The historical resurrection of Jesus
d. The inner testimony of the spirit—regardless of the historicity

BiBle STUDy

1. Read John 1:4, Acts 3:15, and Hebrews 7:16. What, in these verses, is a defini-
tive attribute of Jesus? Find and discuss other passages that reflect this truth 
(especially in the gospel of John). How does this support the lecture material of 
section II.B above? 

2. The resurrection of Lazarus, as noted above, serves as the climax of Jesus’ pub-
lic ministry. This event prepares us for the Triumphal Entry and the subsequent 
plotting of His death by pointing to the glorification of the Son, that is, the pas-
sion. The miracles, while authenticating His deity, were also holy confrontations 
to the kingdom of Satan, resulting in its conquest. Read Genesis 3:15 and 1 Chron-
icles 29:11. What is predicted in these verses?

3. Continuing with this theme of conquest, read Matthew 12:28, and Luke 4:18–19 
and 10:18. What is Jesus announcing as being under way? Now read Colossians 
2:13–15 and Hebrews 2:14–15. What has Jesus done to achieve this victory? How 
does the Lazarus event point to this conquest?

4. Still, the victory might not seem total. Read Ephesians 6:10–18, 1 Peter 5:8–9, and 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–14. How do we reconcile these verses with the above pas-
sages? Finally, read Romans 16:20 and Revelation 5:9–14. What do these verses say 
regarding Jesus’ conquest over death and the powers of darkness, and how do they 
offer us hope in what has been accomplished through the work of Christ Jesus?

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. How is the Christian’s greatest hope not mere speculation like the others men-
tioned above (Plato, et al.)? Use the Scriptures to support your claim.

2. Discuss as a group ways in which our lives as Christians could better reflect the 
fact that Christ Jesus has won the decisive victory over death and Satan, that the 
great messianic age is well under way.

3.  In like manner, discuss the Christian’s conduct as he or she lives during a time 
when the glory of God has yet to be fully revealed. How should living in this ten-
sion influence our demeanors and deeds?

For FUrTher STUDy

Calvin, John. John, pp. 271–84 (John 11:1–44)
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the Way, the truth,  
and the Life

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

As the total rejection of Jesus by His own nears (John 1:12, 12:37–43), He begins to 
withdraw from the public and focuses His ministry on the disciples (John 13-20:31). 
Gathering in an Upper Room to share their Last Supper together, Jesus delivers the 
“Farewell Discourse,” preparing them for the time when He would not be in their 
midst bodily. Imagine the fear the disciples face when Jesus speaks of His departure. 
Where is He going? How will we survive persecution without Him? How do we get 
to where He is going? Fully aware that such fear could lead to paralysis or apostasy, 
Jesus comforts His sheep by giving them real peace—peace that rests on the solid 
foundation of real reconciliation found only in Christ the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. In this lesson, Dr. Sproul teaches on the ultimate peace believers have in the 
Lord of truth. 

SCripTUre reADing

John 13:31–14:31  

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to articulate the various attributes of God delineated in this “I AM” 
statement.

2. To be able to explain how Jesus is the source or standard of all truth.

QUoTATionS

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me.”

—John 14:6
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O Fatherbreast,
Wherefrom, with zest,
The Word did bloom!
Yet did the womb
Retain the Word in very truth.

—John Gray, “On the Holy Trinity”

leCTUre oUTline

I. “I am the way, the truth and the life”: the context  

A. This particular “I AM” statement has multiple attributes associated with it, some 
of which we have seen and explored earlier in this series. 

B. It is found in one of the most popular chapters of Scripture, John 14, and occurs 
during the Farewell Discourse in the Upper Room, where Jesus and His disciples 
shared their last meal together. 

C. Jesus begins the conversation at John 14:1 by seeking to put the disciples’ hearts 
at ease, assuring them that despite His absence He will return so that they will be 
reunited. Jesus adds that they know where He is going, as well as how to get there.

D. But then the apostle Thomas interrupts, saying, in effect, “We do not know where 
you are going, nor do we know how to get there.” This is much like St. Peter’s ques-
tion earlier, “Lord, where are you going?” (John 13:36).

E. Note that “the way” was an important theme in the early church, since Jesus spoke 
many times about the way into the kingdom of God. In fact, believers were origi-
nally called “the people of the Way”—not “Christians” (“Christian” was a pejorative 
term originating in Antioch).

F. Jesus responds to the apostle’s question with the sixth “I AM” statement. Notice 
how this smacks the face of American egalitarianism, a mind-set that asserts all 
religious claims are equal. But Jesus states clearly here that He is the only way, bar 
none, into the presence of God.

G. Jesus goes on to equate Himself with God, saying that if they see Him then they 
likewise see the Father, to which the apostle Philip replies, “Show us the Father, 
and it is enough for us.” They wanted the beatific vision then—something that even 
Moses was not granted, nor anyone else since Eden. If they could see the Father 
just this once, then obedience would come easier.

H. Jesus’ response in John 14:9 seems to be filled with exasperation: “Have I been 
with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has 
seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”

I. That Jesus is God incarnate should have been recognized by the disciples long ago. 
Note how this goes contrary to those who say that Jesus never made any claims to 
deity during His lifetime.

J. The interpersonal relationship of the Trinity is the catch. One could not assume to 
be a follower of God and reject the Messiah like the rulers of Israel had done.
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II. “I am the truth”: Jesus as the Lord of truth

A. Jesus had a high view of Scripture, that it was indeed the inspired, historically 
accurate Word of God (cf. John 10:35, 13:18, 17:12; Luke 16:17, 24:25–27; Mark 
10:6–9, 12:24). 

B. Beware of critics who affirm that Jesus believed the Scriptures to be inspired, but 
that in His humanity He was mistaken, for He lacked omniscience.

C. The main problem with this line of reasoning is that Jesus claimed to be the truth; 
it follows that His teachings should be considered infallible. But if He claimed to 
be the standard of truth, and yet knew of His ignorance regarding the Scriptures, 
He commits a heinous sin as a teacher: knowingly teaching less than the truth and 
presenting it as infallible.

D. Having discussed in previous lectures what Jesus meant by the “way” (or, the 
“door”), and the life (its origin, etc.), He adds that He is the source or normative 
standard of truth, that without Him mankind would know nothing at all, that com-
ing to Him equals arriving at the Truth.

E. This three-fold “I AM” statement anticipates St. Paul on Mars Hill: “For in Him we live 
and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). The grace of God incarnate, the suffering 
Servant, and the Shepherd-King sustains our very lives.

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. During the Farewell Discourse, Jesus reassures the disciples that they will be 
reunited. Where will this ultimately take place?
a. On the Mount of Olives
b. It will not occur, for He was sadly mistaken and remains in the grave.
c. Jesus had not intended them to take this seriously, as He was more con-

cerned with putting their hearts at ease.
d. In heaven

2. Which of the following was an important theme in the first-century church?
a. Millennialism
b. All-inclusiveness
c. The way
d. Temple worship

3. The first title given to those who followed Jesus Christ was ______________________________. 
a. “Believers”
b. “Christians”
c. “Atheists”
d. “The people of the Way”
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4.  This particular “I AM” statement of Jesus represents the following very well: 
a. Inclusiveness
b. Egalitarianism
c. Pluralism
d. Exclusiveness

5. John 14:7–11 speaks of unity. With whom does Jesus say He is unified?
a. Himself (being both divine and human)
b. The Father
c. The Holy Spirit
d. His people

6.  Jesus’ believed Scripture to be ______________________________.
a. A fallible collection of wise sayings that had no prophetic validity
b. The inspired Word of God, though in His humanity He was mistaken
c. The inspired, historically accurate Word of God
d. Inspired only in part (that is, the parts He quoted)

7.  Jesus claims that He is ______________________________ of all truth.
a. The subjective standard 
b. The primary source
c. The sole source and embodiment
d. Both a and b

BiBle STUDy

1. It was noted above that this “I AM” statement came amid the Farewell Discourse 
as a source of encouragement and comfort to the disciples in the face of Jesus’ 
leaving them for a time (as well as their shattered expectations regarding the 
messianic age). Based on your reading for today (John 14:1–31), what are some of 
the promises/gifts given by Jesus that would have sustained the troubled hearts 
of His disciples (at least four)? Can you find these elsewhere in Scripture?

2. Read Psalm 29:11 and Isaiah 57:19. What is the gift? How is the gift attained? Who 
is the giver? Now read Isaiah 9:6. What messianic title embodies the gift of the 
previous two texts (see also Zech. 9:10; Isa. 52:7)? Continue with Ezekiel 37:26. 
What were the messianic expectations of Israel beyond the obvious fact that true 
peace comes only from God (i.e. What are the three “I wills” of Ezek. 37:26?)?

3. Keeping in mind the increasing conflict with the Jews and the dangers of terror 
and apostasy from within the disciples’ ranks, read John 14:27. “Shalom” (peace) 
was a common Hebrew farewell. Whose “peace,” according to Jesus, is it? How 
does this relate to the material in the last lecture at II.B? In conjunction with verse 
27, read Romans 5:1 and 14:7, and Ephesians 2:14–17. How does Jesus fulfill the mes-
sianic expectations of peace? How would you explain this “peace” that Jesus gives? 
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4. Turning to Jesus’ view of Scripture, it is important to keep St. John’s prologue in 
mind: Jesus was and is God (v. 1); Jesus existed at the beginning, and all things 
were made through Him (v. 3); Jesus is the Logos, that is, God’s Word in the flesh 
(v. 14). Since in this study we saw Jesus reveal Himself as the standard of truth, it 
is important to understand His view of the Scriptures. 
 a. Examine John 17:12 and 10:35. What, according to Jesus, is conforming  

 to Scripture in these passages? 
 b. Continue with Luke 16:17. What attribute does God’s Word have,  

 according to Jesus? 
 c. Now read Mark 10:6–9 and Matthew 24:37–39. How does Jesus treat the  

 historical narratives of the Old Testament?
 d. Read Mark 12:24. Wrong thinking, according to Jesus, comes as a result  

 of what? 
 e. Quickly scan Matthew 4:3–11. What weapon does Jesus repeatedly use  

 against the temptations of Satan in the Judean wilderness?  
 (Now see “DISCUSSION QUESTIONS” # 1).

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Give a summary of Jesus’ view of Scripture in your own words, using the pas-
sages provided above as well as other portions of the Bible to support your claim, 
and share it with a group. How does this inform your view of the authority of 
God’s Word? Is Jesus’ view compatible with the way Scripture is used in today’s 
(even conservative) churches? Why or why not?

2. Discuss as a group the ways in which you have seen Christ’s claims made more 
palatable for today’s listener. How does this undermine His person and work?

3. Respond to the claim that “there are no absolute truths.” Think carefully about 
where and how you will begin your answer.

For FUrTher STUDy

Calvin, John. John, pp. 335–41 (John 14:1–11)
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the true Vine

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

Continuing the Farewell Discourse, Jesus speaks to the eleven as both external con-
flict with the Jews and internal conflict (Judas’ betrayal, St. Peter’s impending denial, 
fear, and threat of apostasy) lurk around every corner. As noted in the previous lec-
ture, Jesus’ ministry turned inward, toward His own. Along with this change comes 
a shift in emphasis regarding His relationship with His people. He increasingly pres-
ents Himself as being at one with them, thereby reassuring them of His presence and 
challenging them to abide in Him—without whom abundant life as the new Israel 
would be impossible. In this lesson, Dr. Sproul discusses what it means for Jesus to be 
the “true vine” and the absolute necessity for Christians to abide in Him.

SCripTUre reADing

John 15:1–10; Psalm 80; Isaiah 5 

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to explain Old Testament vine imagery in relation to this “I AM” state-
ment of Jesus.

2. To be able to explain how Jesus was the “true vine” of God, and how this imagery 
portrays the relationship between Jesus and His people.

3. To understand the importance of abiding in Christ Jesus—regarding both the 
church’s unity with Him and the necessary persistence in bearing fruit.

QUoTATionS

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. . . . I am the vine, you are the 
branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can 
do nothing.”

—John 15:1, 5
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Our life is hid with Christ in God.
One life is wrapt in flesh, and tends to earth. 
The other winds towards Him, whose happy birth 
Taught me to live here so, that still one eye 
Should aim and shoot at that which is on high: 
Quitting with daily labor all my pleasure, 
To gain at harvest an eternal treasure.

—George Herbert, “Colossians 3:3”

leCTUre oUTline

I. “I am the vine”: a familiar image

A. John 15:1 (“I am the true vine”) and 15:5 (“I am the vine, you are the branches”), 
though similar, are distinct.

i. Verse 5 has to do with our fruit as a result of our union with Christ.
ii. Verse 1 suggests a contrast with a “false” or “corrupt” vine. But what 

vine could Jesus be referring to?
B. Psalm 80: Israel is weeping because God’s judgment is upon them, and they want 

restoration. Israel is the vine brought out of Egypt and planted in a clearing (v. 8). 
As a result of their sin, Israel is being plundered and ravished. 

C. Isaiah 5: The vinedresser’s vine has produced only wild, worthless grapes. Having 
pruned it to no avail, he therefore will remove its safety hedges and abandon it, 
allowing it to continue in its corruption.

D. Jesus is saying that He is the true vine, producing the real fruit. He is the true 
Israel of God.

II. John 15:1–6: text and context

A. Verse 2: In order to optimize the harvest, a vine must be pruned. Branches not 
bearing fruit must be cut off and burned. To let the vine grow wild would be detri-
mental to the yield. 

B. This serves as a picture for the church. Some within the church profess faith 
though they actually are dead wood. These fruitless branches will be cut off by the 
Lord, so that the church will bear more fruit.

C. To reassure His disciples, Jesus says in verse 3, “I have already made you clean.” All 
Christians bear at least some fruit, and so will never be pruned mistakenly by the 
Vinedresser.

D. Verses 4–5: Jesus then exhorts His disciples to abide in Him. Since they are in 
Him, they must abide in Him in order to produce fruit.

E. The degree of productivity as a Christian is directly proportional to the depth of 
one’s relationship with Christ. If one is barely connected to the vine, then little 
fruit will be produced.

F. Verse 6: When no fruit is produced the branch will be cut off, gathered, and 
burned. This serves as a warning. It is as sure as any other doctrine coming from 
the Word of God.
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G. Good deeds should never be disparaged. Reformed Christians may often think that 
the fight for justification by faith alone precludes the necessity of good works. But 
the Scriptures constantly exhort us to be about good works, for we cannot have one 
without the other (James 2:26). 

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. Who or what does the vine imagery of the Old Testament represent?
a. The prophets
b. The kings of Judah
c. The nation of Israel
d. The nation of Egypt

2. The vine of the Old Testament is portrayed as ______________________________.
a. Worthless
b. Corrupt
c. Fruitful
d. Both a and b 

3. In proclaiming to be the true vine, Jesus declares that He is ______________________________.
a. The source of godly fruit 
b. The sinless Son
c. The true Israel of God
d. All of the above

4.  It is always best to do what with fruitless branches? 
a. Leave them be
b. Cut them off
c. Water them
d. None of the above

5. Our productivity (or lack thereof ) as Christians is inextricably tied to 
______________________________.
a. How hard we physically try
b. How well we speak
c. How knowledgeable we are
d. How close we are to Christ

6.  The warning that the dead wood will be cut, gathered, and burned 
______________________________.
a. Is meant only to scare one into compliance with God’s Word. 
b. Speaks only of finite judgment, having nothing to do with eternity.
c. Speaks of damnation for anyone who abandons Christ Jesus.
d. Has nothing to do with those inside the church.
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7.  What is the relationship between good works and justification?
a. The latter precludes the former. 
b. The former flows from the latter.
c. The former produces the latter.
d. The latter can exist without the former.

BiBle STUDy

1. As mentioned in the lecture, the image of the vine would have been well-known to 
Jesus’ listeners. God’s chosen people, Israel, were rescued from Egypt and planted 
in Canaan (Ps. 80:8). Read Jeremiah 2:20–24 and Hosea 10:1. What kind of vine 
had Israel become? Describe Israel’s sin. Continue with Isaiah 5:1–7, and Ezekiel 
15:6 and 19:10–14. Describe what the Lord did to Israel as a result of their sin.

2. Read Isaiah 27:2–3, Zechariah 8:11–13, and Malachi 3:10–12. What, according to 
the Isaiah passage, would the Israelites have looked forward to “in that day?” 
How is it described in the remaining two passages?  

3. Contemplate Psalm 80:14, 17 in light of our current discussion. How has Christ 
Jesus fulfilled these expectations/foreshadows, of which Israel was a type (how 
has He succeeded in becoming the only genuine vine of God [read Rom. 3:25; 2 
Cor. 8:9; Gal. 3:13–14; Eph. 1:19–20; Phil. 2:6–11; 1 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 1:3 before you 
answer])?

4. During the Farewell Discourse, Jesus sought to put the disciples’ troubled hearts 
to rest by speaking of the unity He has with His people. Note that earlier in the 
gospel, Jesus used metaphors that stressed His protection (“I am the good shep-
herd,” etc.). Examine John 17:11, 21–23. What is the basis upon which all believers 
are unified in Christ (John 15:5)?

5. With an eye on unity, read Galatians 6:16. How does St. Paul’s designation of 
believers relate to the discussion at hand? Read John 15:4, 10. What is Christ 
exhorting believers to do? How? Now read John 15:12. What is the com-
mandment that keeps us in unity with the vine? What does this say about the 
possibilities of the abundant life in isolation?

6. Recall that the passages in question two above portrayed the old vine as fruitless 
because of its repeated failure to obey the commandments of God. Combining 
this with the commandment of question five suggests that the life of the believer 
should be characterized by what? What is the fruit of the new vine (cf. John 
13:14–15, 34)?

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Given what we learned in question six of the Bible study, what would you say to 
the person who contends that the fruit of the new vine is related to the number 
of souls converted under a believer’s ministry over against a life of Christ-like 
service?
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2. Using Scripture, discuss the various ways that Jesus was loyal to the Lord’s cov-
enant, and contrast that with Israel’s disloyalty described in the Old Testament.

3. Imagine you are talking with a Christian friend who has no knowledge about the 
idea of Christ’s being loyal to the covenant on our behalf (i.e. imputed righteous-
ness). How would you explain it (using Scripture)?

For FUrTher STUDy

Calvin, John. John, pp. 353–60 (John 15:1–15)
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8

Before Abraham Was,  
i AM

MeSSAge inTroDUCTion

Just after Jesus declared Himself to be the light of the world, the Pharisees, choosing 
not to engage Him on that point, focused on a minor legal technicality. Instead of ask-
ing, “What do you mean, ‘the light of the world’?,” they accused Jesus of being a liar 
because He supposedly bore witness of Himself (John 8:13). The conflict in the rest 
of the chapter grows out of this accusation and centers on the nature and authority 
of this Man from Nazareth. In this final lecture, Dr. Sproul discusses the person of 
Christ as revealed in this most dramatic and forceful of the “I AM” statements.

SCripTUre reADing

John 1:1–18; 8:31–59  

leArning oBJeCTiVeS

1. To be able to explain what Jesus revealed about Himself in this passage.
2. To be able to articulate Jesus’ view of the will of man using this passage.

QUoTATionS

“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” Then the 
Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” Jesus 
said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” Then they took 
up stones to throw at Him.

—John 8:56–59
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Hereby thou comest at last unto thine own,
 The Heaven of Heaven!
 Self-wittingly at one
With Him who hath the Universe for throne,
 Who wieldeth the stars seven;
 Who only is
The Mystery of Mysteries
 Ineffable, My Son,
 My sole-begotten ere the worlds began,
Made manifest as Man.

—James Rhoades, “O Soul of Mine!”

leCTUre oUTline

I. “Before Abraham was, I AM”: a close look at John 8:31–59

A. Verses 31–32: Comforting and exhorting those who believed Him to be the 
Messiah, Jesus declares a conditional “if . . . then” statement. Those who ingest the 
truth of Christ, as it were, shall be liberated. 

B. Verse 33: The hatred of several Jews present began to boil. They thought that being 
born Jews, physical descendants of Abraham, meant they were automatically in the 
kingdom of God, needing no liberation whatsoever.

C. Verses 34–36: Jesus responds with an elucidating comment regarding the will of 
every person born. He declares that if one sins, then he or she is a slave to sin, and 
the only way freedom comes is through the son, the one who is not a slave to sin.

i. Note that this serves to accentuate the main difference between an 
Augustinian view of the will and the semi-Pelagian view. Augustinians 
affirm man’s volition, or freedom to choose, which is precisely why we 
are separated from a holy God—because our inward inclination is con-
tinually bent toward evil.

ii. We are free from coercion—not our sinful selves. Jesus states in these verses 
that sin enslaves the will, and its only remedy is spiritual rebirth by the grace 
of God. In denying this, semi-Pelagians deny the radical nature of the Fall.

D. Verses 37–38: Jesus affirms they are Jews physically, but not truly (spiritually).
E. Verse 39: The leaders respond that their father is indeed Abraham, to which Jesus 

retorts that if they were sons of the patriarch, they would be bearing the fruit of 
Abraham. As it was, they were bearing the rotten fruit of their real father.

F. Verse 41: As the argument intensifies, the Jews claim that God is their Father.
G. Verses 42: Jesus flatly contradicts them, stating that they cannot be sons of God the 

Father and seek to kill His Son. It is an impossibility. Being a true son means being 
completely obedient.

H. Verses 43–44: They cannot hear Jesus’ words because they are unable. Only by 
God’s grace will they listen. Their will, according to Jesus, is bent toward doing the 
desires of their father—“you want to.” They are not coerced.
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I. Verse 46: Consider this challenge: “Which one of you convicts me of sin?” Who can 
say this and not be accused? 

J. Verses 48–57: The Jews continue to dishonor Jesus by alleging that His origins are 
ungodly. Jesus responds that His conduct does not resemble that of a demon-pos-
sessed man, and that if His word is kept, death shall be overcome.

K. Even Abraham saw Jesus’ day and was glad. When God promised Abraham that 
the seed of blessing would come from him, he rejoiced. He saw it from afar (pos-
sibly as he prepared to sacrifice Isaac?) and believed. But the Jews were not 
rejoicing, and were therefore not his children. They could not see the Messiah, 
because they did not abide in the Father.

L. Verse 58: “Before Abraham was, I AM.” This is a clear reference to Yahweh, the only 
One who has life within Himself. It is therefore a forceful statement of Jesus’ deity. He 
is the Logos (John 1:1), or “word,” “reason,” or “standard”. 

M. The Jews understood this well enough, treated His claim as blasphemy and picked 
up stones to kill Him, which was required by the law (Lev. 24:16).

STUDy QUeSTionS

1. Many of the Jewish leaders thought that being born a descendant of Abraham 
automatically included them in ______________________________.
a. God’s chosen race on earth
b. The kingdom of God
c. Nothing at all
d. Both a and b

2. Anyone who has ever sinned, Jesus said in John 8:34, is ______________________________.
a. Better for it
b. His own master
c. A slave to sin
d. Free from sin

3. What is the one thing Augustinians and semi-Pelagians agree upon?
a. That the innate desires of mankind are basically good 
b. That man chooses without coercion
c. That man is totally depraved
d. That man can choose the opposite of his or her inward inclinations

4.  Which of the following does the Augustinian espouse in contradistinction to the 
semi-Pelagian? 
a. That man is coerced in his or her decision-making
b. That man chooses freely, and, despite the fall into sin, can sometimes choose 

righteousness
c. That man is as evil as absolutely possible
d. That man chooses freely, but given the radical nature of the Fall, always 

chooses sinfully
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5. Abraham’s rejoicing about Christ’s day shows that Old Testament saints were 
saved through ______________________________.
a. The nation of Israel’s ability to purge the Promised Land of idolatry
b. Faith in Christ presented to them in the foreshadowing given by God
c. Maintaining impeccable obedience to the law of God
d. The sacrificial blood of bulls, rams, goats, and sheep

6. “Before Abraham was, I AM” is a clear reference to Jesus’ ______________________________.
a. Being created 
b. Finitude
c. Omnipresence
d. Eternality

7. Given the Jews’ response to this “I AM” statement, it is safe to say 
______________________________.
a. That the Jews entirely misunderstood His claim
b. That the Jews fully understood He was claiming to be God
c. That Jesus was having delusions of grandeur
d. That Jesus overstated the facts a little bit

BiBle STUDy

1. We have seen that the Jews, given their reaction to “Before Abraham was, I AM,” 
fully understood that Jesus was claiming equality with God the Father. How 
much more should we, those who profess love for the Son, understand who Jesus 
was equating Himself with? Read Isaiah 43:25, 51:12, and 52:6. What do these 
verses share in common with the “I AM” statements of Jesus? See the outline 
from lecture #1.I. 

2. Read Exodus 6:7, 20:2; and Isaiah 45:18 (note especially “I am the LORD”). How 
do these verses portray the great I AM? What, if anything, do these verses have 
in common with the Isaiah passages of question one? 

3. Read Exodus 3:12a (“But I will be with you . . .”). In light of this passage, how 
might we better understand God’s response to Moses in Exodus 3:14? What, then, 
was Jesus saying about Himself in John 8:58? That He was really, really old? Or 
that He was the very God who passed between the animal halves in covenant with 
Abraham (Gen. 15:17–18), so that He could “gather you from all the lands and bring 
you into your own land” (Ezek. 36:24)? Could it be both?

4. We now turn briefly to two other explicit claims of deity made by Jesus in the 
gospel of John, in order to deepen our understanding of today’s lecture material. 
Examine John 10:22–32. It is important that this dialogue takes place during the 
Feast of Dedication (Hanukkah), which celebrated the victory of Judas Macab-
bee and the rededication of the altar and temple after their profanation by the 
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Syrians during the inter-testamental period. What are some similarities between 
this episode and the one discussed in this lecture (John 8:31–59)? How does 
Jesus go beyond the question about His messiah-ship (v. 24), thereby correcting 
the Jews’ Christology (v. 30)? How does this statement (v. 30) serve as the climax 
to the dialogue?

5. Read John 10:33–39. What does it mean to be “sanctified” or “consecrated”? If 
the Feast of Dedication celebrated the (re)sanctification of the altar and temple, 
what was Jesus saying about Himself in this passage? (“ . . . him whom the Father 
consecrated . . .”). What has Jesus replaced? Try rephrasing Jesus’ argument in 
these verses until you are certain you understand it. Again, are there any similari-
ties between this episode and the other two we have discussed?

DiSCUSSion QUeSTionS

1. Discuss as a group how the Scripture Readings of this series indirectly support 
the fact that the Triune God sovereignly controlled the events of Jesus’ life.

2. How would you respond to a person who charges that the Augustinian view of 
the will makes humans out to be robots or puppets?

3. How would you respond to the question: “But there are millions of non-Christian 
people in the world doing things like feeding the poor, caring for the sick, etc. 
Are they not in some sense ‘good’ works”?

For FUrTher STUDy

Calvin, John. John, pp. 216–31 (John 8:31–59)


