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Introduction

The longest chapter in the Bible, Psalm 119, is devoted to exaltation and praise of the 
law of God. Over and over, the psalmist tells of the beauty, perfections, and righteous-
ness of this law. But Psalm 119 is not a song that is found on the lips of many modern 
Christians. That which the psalmist found beautiful, we find ugly or irrelevant. Most 
Christians today cannot even name all of the Ten Commandments. And if the law 
is not being completely ignored, it is being abused by legalists on the one hand and 
antinomians on the other.

How do we come to a right understanding of the place of the law in the life of the new 
covenant Christian? How has Christ’s life, death, and resurrection changed the appli-
cation of the law to our lives? In what sense can we say with Paul, “I delight in the 
law of God,” and at the same time say with him that we are “not under law but under 
grace”? These are important questions for any who would be followers and imitators 
of Jesus Christ—the one who always obeyed His Father’s law.

May this series enable you to sing and proclaim with the psalmist, “Oh how I love 
your law!”
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Oh How I Love Your Law

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

The longest chapter in the entire Bible is Psalm 119, which is an extended meditation 
on the blessedness of the law of God and of those who walk in its light. Christians 
today do not often share the psalmist’s attitude toward the law. What was once 
considered a source of joy and delight is now considered to be dangerous—if it is 
considered at all. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul explains why the psalmist was able to 
joyfully sing, “Oh, how I love your law,” and why Christians today should be able to 
do the same.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to explain why love for Christ requires an understanding of the law
2. To be able to explain the relationship between the law of God and the Word of 

God
3. To be able to explain why the psalmist considered the law to be a source of joy and 

sweetness

QUOTATIONS

We ought not to be frightened away from the law or to shun its instruction merely 
because it requires a much stricter moral purity than we shall reach while we bear about 
with us the prison house of our body. For the law is not now acting toward us as a rigor-
ous enforcement officer who is not satisfied unless the requirements are met. But in this 
perfection to which it exhorts us, the law points out the goal toward which through life 
we are to strive. In this the law is no less profitable than consistent with our duty. If we 
fail not in this struggle, it is well. Indeed, this whole life is a race [cf. 1 Corinthians 9:24-
26]; when its course has been run, the Lord will grant us to attain that goal to which our 
efforts now press forward from afar.

—John Calvin
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The law, though it have no power to concern us, has the power to command us.

—Thomas Adams

LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. Psalm 119 is the longest psalm and the longest chapter in the Bible.
2. The whole of this psalm is a celebration of the law of God.
3. Verse 97 of this psalm begins with a profoundly affectionate declaration, “Oh how I 

love your law!”

B. Loving Christ and Loving the Law

1. We do not often hear people today celebrate the depths of their affection for the 
law of God.

2. We should ask ourselves what it is about Christ and His work that would cause us 
now to despise or ignore something that was the focal point of delight in the lives 
of the Old Testament saints.

3. Believers today will say, “Oh, how I love You, Jesus,” but Christ would respond just 
as He did in the first century: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” 
(John 14:15).

C. The Word of God and the Law of God

1. Verse 101 of Psalm 119 proclaims: “I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order 
to keep your word.”

2. In our day, we tend to divorce the Word of God from the law of God, but that 
divorce is not evident in the text of Psalm 119.

3. Throughout the psalm, we see the psalmist reciting his affection for both the law 
and the Word of God.

4. The law was delivered to the people by the Word of God, and the law that came by 
the Word of God expressed His commandment.

5. What has changed about God? Is His Word still law? Is He still as sovereign as He 
was in the Old Testament?

D. The Sweetness of the Law

1. In v. 103 of Psalm 119, the psalmist declares, “How sweet are your words to my 
taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”

2. Honey was probably the sweetest thing in the environment of an ancient Jew.
3. Christians today tend to look at the law as some bitter thing, something that is 

utterly distasteful.
4. Something is very wrong with the modern attitude toward the law, because the law 

of God, if it does nothing else, reveals the character of God.
5. If anything should be sweet to the Christian, it is the very character of God 

Himself.
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E. Delighting in the Law of God

1. The psalms begin with a benediction from on high that says, “Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor 
sits in the seat of the scoffers” (Ps. 1:1)

2. God blesses those who do not live according to the patterns, to the cultural cus-
toms, to the general wisdom of ungodly people.

3. Then the psalmist says, “but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he 
meditates day and night,” (Ps. 1:2)

4. Today we would probably refer to the man who meditates on God’s law day and 
night as foolish rather than blessed.

5. Christians who feel like pieces of chaff blown about by the wind need to rediscover 
the riches of the law of God.

6. Verse 105 of Psalm 119 refers to God’s law as a lamp unto our feet; those who are 
ignorant of God’s law are walking in the dark.

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. What is unique about Psalm 119?
a. It is the only psalm not written by David.
b. It is an acrostic that follows the letters of the Greek alphabet.
c. It is the only Old Testament text that includes the name “Jesus.”
d. It is the longest psalm in the Psalter.

2. What is the subject of Psalm 119?
a. It is a celebration of the law of God.
b. It is a penitential psalm.
c. It is a celebration of the coming Messiah.
d. It is an imprecatory psalm.

3. What did Jesus say that those who loved Him would do?
a. Be circumcised
b. Hate non-Christians
c. Become monks and nuns
d. Keep His commandments

4. How does the psalmist illustrate the sweetness of God’s law in v. 103?
a. He compares it to olive oil
b. He compares it to honey
c. He compares it to milk
d. He compares it to chocolate
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5. What is the main thing revealed by the law of God?
a. Civil legislation
b. God’s holy character
c. Sacrificial ceremonies
d. Petty and obscure rules and regulations

BIBLE STUDY

1. Read Psalm 19:7–11. The psalmist uses several different terms to refer to the 
law of God (e.g., “testimony”; “statutes”; etc.). What adjectives does he use to 
describe the law of God? What things does the law of God accomplish, according 
to the psalmist?

2. Read all of Psalm 119. What insights into the nature of the law do we get from the 
following verses in this great psalm: 7, 11, 29, 51, 72, 82, 89, 105, 136, 142, and 160?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why does a sincere love for Christ demand an understanding of the law of God?

2. How would you explain the difference between the psalmist’s attitude toward 
the law of God and the attitude of many modern Christians?

3. Is it possible for those who reject the ongoing validity of the law to be imitators 
of Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 11:1) when Christ Himself kept the law perfectly?

APPLICATION

1. Set aside time to focus in on one specific part of the Old Testament law. Read and 
meditate on each of the Ten Commandments, for example. Or read the book of 
the covenant in Exodus 21–23. Think about how these laws find their applicabil-
ity and meaning in a new covenant context.

2. Take the time to read through the Books of the Pentateuch (Genesis–Deuter-
onomy) as you continue this course. As you read, try to understand why the 
psalmist would write the way he did about the law. As you go, write down any 
questions you have. Write down comments about specific passages that stir up 
the kind of praise expressed in Psalm 119.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Bolton, Samuel. The True Bounds of Christian Freedom
Horton, Michael. The Law of Perfect Freedom
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Against the Law

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

The difficulty involved in understanding the role of the law in the New Covenant age 
is largely due to the fact that Scripture makes it very dear that at least some aspects 
of the Old Testament law have been abrogated. At the same time, the New Testament 
also tells us that Jesus did not come to destroy the law. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul 
explains some of the foundational biblical distinctions that help us to understand 
how the law is related to the Christian life.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to define and explain the difference between ceremonial, civil, and 
moral law

2. To be able to explain the basic meaning of “antinomianism”

QUOTATIONS

You are not under law but under grace.
—Romans 6:14

The law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good.
—Romans 7:12

LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1.  Some 90 percent of the people asked by Dr. Sproul have not been able to name the 
Ten Commandments in order.

2. This biblical ignorance reflects the fact that we are living in perhaps the most anti-
nomian era in the history of the church.
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B. Antinomianism

1. One theological school of thought that is characteristically antinomian is 
dispensationalism.

2. Dispensationalist theologians protest this charge, saying that they believe every 
Christian is responsible to obey the commandments of Christ found in the New 
Testament, but that the Old Testament law has no bearing—or relevance to the 
New Testament Christian.

3. Historically, antinomianism has been defined as the view that the Old Testament 
law has no relevance to the New Testament Christian.

4. In church history, the question has not typically been about pure lawlessness; 
instead, the question has been the relevance of the Old Testament law.

C. The Types of Old Testament Law

1. The question of relevance is difficult because the New Testament makes it clear 
that certain elements of the Old Testament law have been abrogated.

2. The rites and rituals of the ceremonial laws, including the sacrificial laws, have 
been fulfilled.

3. These ceremonial laws were shadows or types of the final sacrifice of Christ.
4. A group in the first century called the Judaizers were trying to influence the New 

Testament church to continue with these ceremonies.
5. The Judaizers were fiercely resisted especially by Paul in his epistle to the 

Galatians and by the author of Hebrews.
6. The Apostles said that if we reverted back to the types and shadows after Christ 

has offered the perfect sacrifice once and for all, we would be effectively denying 
the fullness of light that has come.

7. The Old Testament dietary laws were also a controversial issue in the first-century 
church.

8. The question was addressed at the first ecumenical council of the church—the 
Council of Jerusalem, which is recorded in Acts 15.

9. Most of the Old Testament diet restrictions were lifted by the Apostles in the 
economy of the new covenant.

D. Destroyed or Fulfilled?

1. It is important to remember that for the Jew in the Old Testament, these dis-
tinctions between moral, ceremonial, and civil law would have been somewhat 
meaningless because to him, all the law was essentially moral law.

2. The distinction has been made because there is a substratum of Old Testament law 
that seems to continue in the life of the New Testament church.

3. One of the important New Testament texts dealing with this issue is found in the 
Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus says, “Do not think that I have come to destroy 
the Law or the Prophets. I have not come to destroy them but to fulfill them” 
(Matt. 5:17).
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4. The Apostle Paul reminds Christians that “the law is holy, and the commandment 
holy and righteous and good” (Rom. 7:12).

5. We see that the substantive content of the moral law of the Old Testament still has 
a vitally important place in the New Testament community.

E. The Threefold Use of the Law

1. The place of the law in the New Testament community was an important question 
during the Reformation.

2. One of the most significant contributions to this question was John Calvin’s expo-
sition of what he called “the threefold use of the law.”

3. Calvin said that the Old Testament law is useful in the New Covenant era in three 
distinct ways.
a. The law functions as a mirror.
b. The law functions as a restraint.
c. The law functions in a revelatory manner.

4. The source for the Old Testament moral law is found in God Himself.

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. Dispensationalism is broadly characterized by its __________ theology.
a. Mystical
b. Sacramental
c. Antinomian
d. Judaizing

2. Historically, antinomianism has been defined as the view that __________.
a. The sacrificial laws were shadows and types of Christ’s sacrifice.
b. The Old Testament law has no relevance to the New Testament Christian.
c. The dietary laws of the Old Testament are binding on Christians.
d. The Christian is under no biblical commands whatsoever.

3. The __________ laws were shadows or types of the death of Christ on the cross.
a. Sacrificial
b. Moral
c. Civil
d. Dietary

4. A group in the first century called the __________ were trying to influence the New 
Testament church to continue with the ceremonial laws.
a. Gnostics
b. Judaizers
c. Marcionites
d. Docetists



10  God’s Law and the Christian

5. Questions about the ongoing validity of the dietary laws were dealt with at the 
first ecumenical council of the church—the Council of Jerusalem, which is 
recorded in __________ .
a. Revelation 20
b. Matthew 24
c. Galatians 3
d. Acts 15

6. Which Reformer described the three uses of the law in terms of a mirror, a 
restrainer, and a revealer?
a. Menno Simons 
b. Martin Luther 
c. John Calvin
d. Ulrich Zwingli

BIBLE STUDY

1. Compare Acts 15:22–29; Romans 14:3; and Colossians 2:16–17. What do each of 
these passages teach us about the role of the dietary law in the life of the New 
Covenant believer?

2. Read Hebrews 7:11–28 and 9:23–10:24–25. Explain how Christ is the fulfillment 
of the Old Testament sacrificial laws. How does Christ fulfill the sacrifices? How 
does He fulfill the role of the priest?

3. Read the prophecy of the new covenant found in Jeremiah 31:31–34. When Jer-
emiah says that God will put His law in the people’s minds and write it on their 
hearts, how would the hearers of the prophecy understand the word law?

4. Read Matthew 5:17. Why is it impossible for the word fulfill in this text to mean 
“destroy”?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. In Galatians, Paul tells those Gentile Christians who are thinking of being cir-
cumcised that if they do this, they have abandoned the gospel (Gal. 5:2–3); yet 
Paul himself circumcises Timothy in a town in Galatia called Lystra (Acts 16:3). 
Is this evidence that the applicability of certain Old Testament ceremonial laws 
depends on whether one is a Jewish Christian as opposed to a Gentile Christian? 
Explain.

2. Dr. Sproul noted that sin and evil are both defined in terms of God’s law. What 
happens to our concepts of sin and evil if we reject the validity of God’s law for 
today?
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APPLICATION

1. Take a piece of paper and, without opening your Bible, see if you can list the 
Ten Commandments in order. Now open your Bible to Exodus 20:1–17. Did you 
name all the commandments? Did you name them in order? If you answered no 
to either question, take the time to memorize these commandments and also to 
meditate on them.

2. Find a good commentary on the book of Leviticus (such as the one by Gordon 
Wenham) and do a study of the sacrifices of the Old Testament—the shadows of 
Christ’s final sacrifice. Discover how each of these sheds a different light on the 
work of Christ.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Wenham, Gordon. The Book of Leviticus
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The Mirror

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

When we want to see if our faces are dirty, we can easily look into a mirror. But what 
do we do if we want to see if there is a stain upon our souls? According to John Calvin, 
if we want to see an accurate reflection of our moral character, we need a different 
kind of mirror. The law functions to reveal the stain of sin upon our souls. In this lec-
ture, Dr. Sproul examines this first use of the law in the Christian life.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to explain the basis of the law’s binding nature
2. To be able to explain the first use of the law

QUOTATIONS

[The moral law] shows God’s righteousness, that is, the righteousness alone acceptable 
to God; it warns, informs, convicts, and lastly condemns, every man of his own unrigh-
teousness. For man, blinded and drunk with self-love, must be compelled to know and to 
confess his own feebleness and impurity. If man is not clearly convinced of his own van-
ity, he is puffed up with insane confidence in his own mental powers, and can never be 
induced to recognize their slenderness as long as he measures them by a measure of his 
own choice. But as soon as he begins to compare his powers with the difficulty of the law, 
he has something to diminish his bravado. For however remarkable an opinion of his 
powers he formerly held, he soon feels that they are panting under so heavy a weight as 
to stagger and totter, and finally even to fall down and faint away. Thus man, schooled 
in the law, sloughs off the arrogance that previously blinded him. 

—John Calvin

The law is like a mirror. In it we contemplate our weakness, then the iniquity arising 
from this, and finally the curse coming from both—just as a mirror shows us the spots 
on our face.

—John Calvin



3—The Mirror 13

LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. John Calvin delineated three specific, important uses of the law in the life of the 
Christian.

2. The law is not something that God receives from some lawgiver outside of Himself 
or from some higher standard, but instead, the source of all law is God Himself.

3. This means that when people are called to obey the law of God, they are called to 
obey Him.

B. The Origin of the Law

1. God has within Himself supreme and absolute authority.
2. God alone has the authority to bind the consciences of His creatures.
3. The one with the authority is the one who is the author; in this case, the author 

of the universe, the law, and human life is the one who has the supreme right to 
impose obligations on us.

4. God’s authority is not a rule by referendum that requires your assent.
5. If God commands that something should be done, the norm of norms without 

norm has spoken, and there’s no higher court of appeal.
6. The law of God comes from God and reflects His character.
7. The law of God shows forth and displays God’s righteousness.
8. What is right and wrong is not a relative matter.
9. The ultimate and objective standard is the character of God that is manifested in 

His law.

C. Sin and the Law

1. According to the Westminister Shorter Catechism, sin is “any want of conformity 
to, or transgression of, the law of God” (WSC 14).

2. We distinguish here between sins of commission and sins of omission.
3. A sin of commission is an act that transgresses the law of God.
4. A sin of omission is a failure to do what we are required to do.
5. We can sin actively by directly violating the negative prohibition or passively by 

failing to perform the positive duty that God sets before us.
6. In the New Testament, the Greek word for “sin” is hamartia, which literally means 

“to miss the mark.”
7. Sin is defined in terms of relationship to the law, but what if there were no law?
8. If there were no law, there would be no sin, because one cannot be guilty of sin 

unless there is a law to transgress.

D. The Law as a Mirror

1. The law is not simply a mirror that reveals the face of God; it is also a mirror for us.
2. We look at mirrors out of a concern for the way we look.
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3. When Calvin says that the law is a mirror, he means that we can have a looking 
glass to tell us whether we have dirt on our faces, but we also need something to 
tell us if we have a stain on our souls.

4. If we want to see an accurate reflection of our moral character, we need a mirror far 
more powerful than the ones we look at routinely, and that mirror is the law of God.

5. We can deceive ourselves into thinking that we are righteous by comparing our-
selves with other people or with the laws of humanity, but when we look into 
the perfect mirror, we see the darkness of our sin against the standard of perfect 
righteousness.

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. What is God’s relation to the law?
a. It is an external, objective, binding standard to which God must submit.
b. The law is a reflection of God’s own character with which He is always con-

sistent.
c. God created the law; He is above it and not bound to it.
d. Both b and c

2. Who or what has the authority to bind the consciences of men?
a. The church
b. Civil magistrates 
c. God
d. All of the above

3. Which of the following is an example of a sin of commission?
a. Blasphemy 
b. Adultery
c. Gossip
d. All of the above

4. Which of the following is an example of a sin of omission?
a. Unforgiveness 
b. Murder
c. Theft
d. Lying

BIBLE STUDY

1. It has been asserted that the law of God reflects God’s own moral character. How 
do the following passages of Scripture contribute to this understanding of the 
relationship between God and His law?
a. Romans 7:12
b. 1 Peter 1:14–16
c. 1 John 2:3–4



3—The Mirror 15

2. How do we define sin according to the following passages of Scripture?
a. Romans 7:7
b. 1 John 3:4

3. Is the entire world under the moral law of God, or was the moral law of God 
applicable only to ancient Israel? In what ways do each of the following passages 
of Scripture contribute to our answer to this question?
a. Isaiah 24:4–6
b. Romans 1:18–21 
c. Romans 3:19
d. Romans 3:23

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Are sins of commission more serious than sins of omission? Less serious? Equally 
serious? Explain.

2. Why is it crucially important when examining our hearts to compare our hearts 
with the law rather than with other people or human laws?

3. If the definition of sin depends on the existence of law, what is the result of 
claiming, as many modern Christians do, that the law (including the moral law) 
was only for the Jews?

APPLICATION

1. Read John Calvin’s discussion of the law in his Institutes of the Christian Religion. 
His discussion is found in book two, chapter seven. List some of the insights that 
you find in his discussion.

2. If you have begun to feel that you have attained perfection, read the Ten Com-
mandments and meditate on them (Ex. 20:1–17). Then read Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt. 5–7), and meditate on His words. Ask God to forgive you of any 
pride you may have harbored in yourself, and rest in Christ’s righteousness.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.7
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The Restrainer

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

We often hear the statement, “You cannot legislate morality.” Yet, in fact, it is the 
very purpose of government to legislate morality in order to restrain wickedness. 
According to Calvin, this legislative restraint of sin is the second use of the law in the 
Christian life. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul explores the idea of the law as the restrainer 
of sin.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to outline the way in which the law acts as a restrainer of sin
2. To be able to define common grace

QUOTATIONS

The second office of the law is, by means of its fearful denunciations and the consequent 
dread of punishment, to curb those who, unless forced, have no regard for rectitude and 
justice. Such persons are curbed not because their mind is inwardly moved and affected, 
but because, as if a bridle were laid upon them, they refrain their hands from external 
acts and internally check the depravity, which would otherwise petulantly burst forth. 
It’s true. They are not on this account either better or more righteous in the sight of God.

—John Calvin

LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. We’ve all heard it said that “you cannot legislate morality.”
2. The statement itself is patently absurd.
3. People use this statement to argue that government ought not to be involved in 

enacting laws or passing legislation that curbs, restrains, or restricts human behav-
ior or morality.
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4. The very purpose of legislation, however, is to enact laws that are heavily weighted 
with moral concern.

5. The law puts restraints on my desires.
6. Obviously, the law cannot eliminate certain behaviors or change a person’s wicked-

ness, but it does restrain evil to a certain extent.

B. The Law as a Restrainer

1. If we look closely at the New Testament concept of civil government, we see that 
one of the fundamental purposes of government is to restrain evil because if evil is 
unrestrained, society is impossible and civilization becomes barbarian.

2. Part of the restraint is the fear of punishment.
3. If the only reason I obey the law is out of fear of punishment and not out of a desire 

to please God, then I’m no better than the person who recklessly violates God’s law.
4. The benefit of this restraint is part of what is called “common grace.”
5. Common grace is the common welfare that God provides for His people—the general, 

universal benefits that we receive from the hand of God.
6. One of the benefits of common grace is that natural law that makes it possible to some 

degree for sinful people to live together without completely destroying each other.
7. Ironically, the law that restrains from sin sometimes has the opposite effect; it 

sometimes actually inflames us to sin.
8. Calvin associated the first two uses of the law with the Scriptural picture of the law 

as a schoolmaster.
9. In the ancient educational system, there was a pedagogue who imported informa-

tion and a schoolmaster who was the disciplinarian.

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. What is the purpose and goal of legislation?
a. To enact laws that are heavily weighted with moral concern
b. To completely eliminate certain behaviors
c. To change a person’s wickedness 
d. All of the above

2. Common grace is __________ .
a. Justifying grace
b. The specific salvific grace by which the Holy Spirit regenerates the heart 
c. The general universal benefits that God provides for His people
d. The prevenient grace given to all men to enable them to believe the gospel 

and repent of their sins

3. What was the purpose of the pedagogue in the ancient school system?
a. To oversee the athletic teams 
b. To handle administration
c. To administer discipline 
d. To impart information
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4. What was the purpose of the schoolmaster in the ancient school system?
a. To impart information 
b. To pay the school taxes 
c. To administer discipline 
d. To be a counselor

BIBLE STUDY

1. How do each of the following Scriptures contribute to our understanding of 
common grace?
a. Psalm 145:9, 15–16
b. Matthew 5:44–45
c. Acts 14:17
d. Romans 2:15

2. Reflect on the following passages of Scripture. In what way does (or should) the 
law of God inform legislation?
a. Deuteronomy 17:14–20 
b. Psalm 2:2
c. Proverbs 8:15–16 
d. Isaiah 10:1
e.  Romans 13:1–4

3. Why did the law enter, according to Romans 5:20 and 7:5?

4. How do we come to know sin, according to Romans 7:7?

5. Read Galatians 3:19–25. How does Paul explain the purpose of the law in this 
passage?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How would a biblical doctrine of common grace affect the way you relate to 
unbelieving family members, friends, and even strangers?

2. Would a biblical view of common grace change the way you view activities such 
as music, art, literature, etc.?

3. Does the church have any obligation to show goodness and kindness to 
unbelievers?

4. If all laws legislate morality, which standard of morality should be the objective 
basis for those laws? Should natural law be the foundation for civil law? Should 
the Old Testament civil law be the foundation for civil law? Explain.
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APPLICATION

1. Consider ways in which you or your church could be an instrument of God’s 
common grace as well as of His saving grace to your unbelieving neighbors.

2. Thank God for the benefits of common grace that He has poured out on you, 
your family, your friends, and your nation.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Smith, Gary Scott, ed. God and Politics
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The Revealer

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

One of the most common questions every Christian wrestles with is the question of 
God’s will for his or her life. God’s will for His people is found in His revelation—in 
His law. There are all kinds of human and cultural rules and regulations, but the 
absolute standard against which all our rules are measured is God’s law. In this mes-
sage, Dr. Sproul examines the third use of the law—its function as the revealer of the 
will of God.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to explain the difference between apodictic law and casuistic law
2. To be able to explain the elliptical nature of apodictic law

QUOTATIONS

The law is the light and the commandment the lantern.
—William Austin

The law by which God rules us is as dear to Him as the Gospel by which He saves us.

—William Seeker

LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. The Old Testament calls the law the lamp unto our feet because the law sheds light 
on what is pleasing to God.

2. Every true Christian grapples with the question of the will of God for his or her life.
3. We are torn apart by all kinds of Christian subcultural norms and standards that 

sometimes have little or nothing to do with the will of God.



5—The Revealer 21

B. The Revelatory Character of the Law

1. We must first note that people who are in Christ have been redeemed from the 
curse of the law.

2. They cannot be redeemed by counting on their good works or obedience, but they 
have been redeemed unto righteousness.

3. If the goal of the Christian life is righteousness, we must know where the goal line is.
4. How do we know what righteousness looks like if we ignore the brightest and 

clearest revelation of that righteousness found in the law of God?
5. The psalmist said, “Oh how I love your law’’ because he delighted in the law of the 

Lord; and he delighted in the law of the Lord because his delight was in the Lord, 
and he wanted to learn how God may be pleased.

6. If a Christian says that he does not care about the Old Testament law, that is tanta-
mount to saying that he does not care about pleasing God.

7. Jesus spelled it out when He said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
8. The Sermon on the Mount was a sermon about the Ten Commandments.
9 At the end of that sermon, Jesus said, “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, 

Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do 
many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness’” (Matt. 7:22–23).

10. Jesus’ statement is a dreadful indictment of antinomianism of any form.
11. Those whom Jesus will refuse to acknowledge are those who despise the law of 

God, who practice lawlessness.
12. We are called to be imitators of Christ, but how can we be imitators of One whose 

very life was to obey God’s law if we reject the relevance and applicability of that 
same law?

13. If we want to know what is pleasing to God, there is no better place to look than 
His law.

C. Apodictic and Casuistic Law

1. The Decalogue, or Ten Commandments, is given in the form of apodictic law.
2. Apodictic law is distinguished from casuistic law.
3. Casuistic law is case law—concrete, particular examples.
4. The case law simply works out and spells out the implications of the more founda-

tional law that governs the people—the apodictic law.
5. Apodictic law is communicated in the literary style of a personal command or pro-

hibition, and it carries the force of a moral absolute.
6. The Ten Commandments are not only given in the form of apodictic law, but also 

given an elliptical form.
7. When we say that the commandments are elliptical, we mean that when they pro-

hibit something, they tacitly enjoin the opposite, and when they enjoin something, 
they tacitly prohibit the opposite.

8. The prohibition against murder, for example, tacitly commands working for the 
well-being of all human life.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

1. At the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, “On that day many will say 
to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in 
your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare 
to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’” This 
statement is an indictment of what form of thought and practice?
a. Legalism
b. Antinomianism 
c. Pelagianism
d. Arminianism

2. __________ law is case law—concrete, particular examples.
a. Casuistic 
b. Apodictic 
c. Elliptical
d. Constitutional

3. __________ law is communicated in the literary style of a personal command or 
prohibition, and it carries the force of a moral absolute.
a. Casuistic 
b. Apodictic 
c. Elliptical
d. Constitutional

4. When we say that the commandments are __________, we mean that when they 
prohibit something, they tacitly enjoin the opposite, and when they enjoin some-
thing, they tacitly prohibit the opposite.
a. Casuistic 
b. Apodictic 
c. Elliptical
d. Constitutional

BIBLE STUDY

1. Read the following laws and categorize them as apodictic laws or casuistic laws. 
a. Exodus 20:14
b. Exodus 20:16
c. Exodus 21:28–32 
d. Exodus 22:18
e.  Exodus 23:10–11
f. Leviticus 5:2
g. Leviticus 18:22
h. Leviticus 19:19
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2. Read the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:1–17. What is the stated command or 
prohibition in each of the commandments? What opposite command or prohibi-
tion is elliptically communicated?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Did you have any difficulty categorizing some of the laws in the Bible study  
question 1 as either apodictic or casuistic? Which laws were difficult to catego-
rize? Why?

2. We are called in Scripture to be imitators of Christ, but how can we be imitators 
of the One whose very life was to obey God’s law if we reject the relevance and 
applicability of that same law to our lives?

3. Dr. Sproul mentioned that many of our churches are burdened by man-made 
rules and regulations as well as cultural taboos. What are some of the man-made 
rules and regulations that have been imposed on Christians without any support 
from Scripture? What kinds of man-made rules, for example, were placed on 
Christians by the Roman church, the temperance movement, and the fundamen-
talist movement?

4. How could a rediscovery of the third use of the law help these churches over-
come this form of legalism?

APPLICATION

1. Ask yourself this question, and answer it to yourself honestly. Would you be 
more offended to see a Christian drinking a glass of wine with his dinner than 
you would be to hear a Christian gossiping about another person? Is your reac-
tion based on a biblical evaluation of these two things, or is it based on deeply 
entrenched man-made rules? In other words, would your evaluation change if 
you read the numerous biblical passages that refer to wine as a blessing from 
God (e.g. Deut. 14:25–26; Judges 9:13; Psalm 104:14–15) and gossips as people to 
be avoided (Prov. 20:19) because they are slanderous and malicious (1 Tim. 3:11; 
2 Tim. 3:3; Titus 2:3)? The use of wine is only one of many examples like this, 
but if you have not already done so, begin to study all of Scripture in order to be 
able to intelligently distinguish between man-made rules and biblical law.

2. Have you been guilty of legalistically judging other Christians on the basis of 
man-made legalistic rules (cf. Rom. 14:3–4; Col. 2:16)? Or have you been guilty of 
abusing your liberty and offending a weaker brother (cf. Rom. 15:1)? If so, repent 
of this sin, confess it to God, and make the effort to be reconciled with your 
brothers in the Lord.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Horton, Michael. The Law of Perfect Freedom
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No Other Gods

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

“You shall have no other gods before me.” God alone is Lord of the heavens and 
earth, and He alone is to be worshiped. He alone is to receive our adoration, trust, 
invocation, and thanksgiving. This basic truth stands at the very beginning of the 
Ten Commandments. In this lesson, Dr. Sproul examines the meaning of the first 
commandment.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To understand the primary meaning of the first commandment
2. To be able to enumerate at least four things that belong exclusively to God
3. To be able to explain the difference between animism, polytheism, henotheism, 

and monotheism

QUOTATIONS

Q. 94 What does the Lord require in the first commandment?
A. That I, not wanting to endanger my very salvation, avoid and shun all idolatry, magic, 
superstitious rites, and prayer to saints or to other creatures. That I sincerely acknowl-
edge the only true God, trust him alone, look to him for every good thing humbly and 
patiently, love him, fear him, and honor him with all my heart. In short, that I give up 
anything rather than go against his will in any way.

—The Heidelberg Catechism

The purpose of this commandment is that the Lord wills alone to be pre-eminent among 
his people, and to exercise complete authority over them. To effect this, he enjoins us to 
put far from us all impiety and superstition, which either diminish or obscure the glory 
of his divinity.

—John Calvin
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LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. Sometimes people confuse the first commandment with the great commandment. ·
2. The great commandment, which is found in Deuteronomy 6:5, is in essence a sum-

mary of the entire law.
3. The first commandment, on the other hand, is the commandment that is found 

first in the Decalogue, or Ten Commandments.

B. Henotheism or Monotheism?

1. In Exodus 20:1–3, we read, “And God spoke all these words, saying, ‘I am the Lord 
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 
You shall have no other gods before me.’”

2. On the surface, this law seems simply to declare monotheism—the idea that only 
one God exists.

3. Some critics of the Old Testament argue that the Jews, particularly in the patri-
archal period and even the time of the exodus, were not a strictly monotheistic 
people but instead were henotheists.

4. Henotheism is considered by these critics to be a transitional stage between pagan 
polytheism (the belief in many gods) and a full-orbed monotheism.

5. The theory is that world religions began with a primitive kind of animism, in 
which people believed that bushes and trees and animals were inhabited by sacred 
spirits.

6. Animism is said to have then developed into the kind of polytheism—the belief in 
many gods—that we find in ancient Egypt, Greece, and Rome.

7. The next stage in the evolution of religion is said to be henotheism—the belief 
that there are many gods, but that each nation or people has one god that rules 
supremely over that nation.

8. According to the critical scholars, it was late in the history of the Jews before they 
adopted full-fledged monotheism.

9. Orthodox Christianity teaches that the concept of monotheism is found on every 
page of the Old Testament.

C. The Meaning of the First Commandment

1. When the commandment says, “You shall have no other gods before me,” the 
“before” does not mean “ahead in rank”; instead, it means “in the presence of.”

2. When we consider the fact of God’s omnipresence, we can see that other gods are 
allowed nowhere.

D. The Four Elements of the First Commandment

1. When Calvin wrote his explanation of the first commandment in his Institutes 
of the Christian Religion, he isolated four elements that are included within the 
command.
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2. The four elements are things that belong to God exclusively and are to be attrib-
uted to no other thing.
a. Adoration 
b. Trust
c. Invocation
d. Thanksgiving

3. The first element—adoration—refers to the duty of every person to worship the 
God who is, ascribing to Him the honor and glory due to Him.
a. The root problem of the Israelite religion was constant flirtation with 

idols.
b. According to Paul in Romans 1, the primordial sin of all mankind is the sin 

of idolatry—people exchange the truth of God for a lie and worship the 
creature rather than the Creator.

c. Idolatry takes place not only when we bow before a creature, but also 
when any attribute of God is removed and we replace the biblical concept 
of God with a god that we create in our own image.

d. If we strip God of His holiness, sovereignty, omnipotence, immutability, 
etc., we fail to honor God as God.

4. The second element—trust—means that God must be the one we cling to for 
redemption and salvation.

5. Invocation means “calling upon,” and we are to call only upon God for our comfort 
and rescue.

6. The fourth element is thanksgiving.
a. In Romans 1, Paul convicts men of two sins in particular: idolatry and 

ingratitude.
b. If we are not thankful, we are breaking the first commandment because 

we are not keeping God focused before our eyes.
7. The heart and soul of the first commandment is that true religion focuses on God 

in His excellency, majesty, and glory.

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. What religious view teaches that only one God exists?
a. Henotheism 
b. Polytheism
c. Monotheism 
d. Animism

2. What religious view teaches that bushes and trees and animals are inhabited by 
sacred spirits?
a. Henotheism 
b. Polytheism
c. Monotheism 
d. Animism
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3. What religious view teaches that there are many essentially equal gods?
a. Henotheism 
b. Polytheism
c. Monotheism 
d. Animism

4. What religious view teaches that there are many gods, but that each nation or 
people had one god that ruled supremely over that nation?
a. Henotheism 
b. Polytheism
c. Monotheism 
d. Animism

5. In Romans 1, Paul convicts men of what two particular sins?
a. Adultery and idolatry
b. Idolatry and ingratitude 
c. Lying and hatred
d. Ingratitude and lust

BIBLE STUDY

1. Read Romans 1:18–32. Outline Paul’s explanation of the sin of idolatry.

2. How strongly did God warn Israel against the worship of other gods? Read, for 
example, Deuteronomy 7:25–26 and Joshua 24:14.

3. How serious was the penalty for encouraging idolatry in Israel? Read Deuter-
onomy 13:6–10.

4. What did Israel actually do? Read Ezekiel 20:7–8.

5. How did Paul instruct believers to relate to idolaters in the world? In the church? 
Read 1 Corinthians 5:9-11.

6. How does Paul relate covetousness and idolatry in Ephesians 5:5 and Colossians 
3:5? Is a principle involved here that could be applicable to other sins?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Explain the basic evolutionary theory of religion as outlined by modern Old 
Testament critics. What is the most significant and glaring weak point of this 
theory? Explain.

2. We live in a pluralistic culture surrounded on all sides by representatives of and 
spokesmen for every conceivable religion. How does the first commandment 
instruct us as we deal with this situation? Do the adherents of these other reli-
gions worship the same God as Christians, but simply under a different name? 
How do John 14:6 and Acts 4:12 help us evaluate that question?

3. How is God’s prohibition of idolatry and the worship of other gods conceptually 
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tied to the idea of liberation in the first commandment? Why are these two ideas 
so intimately connected here?

APPLICATION

1. Obtain a copy of the Westminster Larger Catechism with Scripture proofs, and 
read questions 104 and 105 on the duties required and the sins forbidden in the 
first commandment. Examine the Scripture proofs provided as evidence for each 
of the things that are listed. Prayerfully consider whether you have disobeyed 
God in any of these areas. If so, repent of the sin and confess it to God, seeking 
His grace and strength to give Him the honor and worship that is due to Him 
alone.

2. Meditate on the first commandment this week. Think about what it means. 
Think about what it commands and what it prohibits. Ask God to keep your eyes 
focused on Him alone.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.8.13–18
Douma, Jochem. The Ten Commandments, pp. 15–34
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No Idols

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

John Calvin said that fallen man is an idol factory. The heart and imagination of fallen 
man is continually creating gods in its own image. The second commandment has 
been the source of great controversies in the history of the church because of misun-
derstandings about its meaning. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul examines the meaning of 
this command and its application for the church today.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to explain the duties commanded and sins prohibited in the second 
commandment

2. To be able to explain why the second commandment is not a prohibition of all art
3. To be able to explain the connection between idolatry and superstition

QUOTATIONS

Q. 96 What is God’s will for us in the second commandment?
A. That we in no way make any image of God nor worship him in any other way than he 
has commanded in his Word.

—The Heidelberg Catechism

The purpose of the commandment, then, is that he does not will that his lawful worship 
be profaned by superstitious rites. To sum up, he wholly calls us back and withdraws us 
from petty carnal observances, which our stupid minds, crassly conceiving of God, are 
wont to devise. And then he makes us conform to his lawful worship, that is, a spiritual 
worship established by himself. Moreover, he marks the grossest fault in this transgres-
sion, outward idolatry. 

—John Calvin
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LECTURE: OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. What is implicit in the first commandment becomes explicit in the second, which 
speaks directly to the problem of idolatry.

2. In Exodus 20:4–6, we read, “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 
is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for 
I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing 
steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.”

3. At first glance, it may seem that we have here a universal prohibition against the 
shaping or forming of any images for any reason whatsoever.

4. Some have understood this commandment to mean that God repudiates art.
5. If it were true that all art was prohibited by the second commandment, then we 

would find that God has contradicted Himself.
6. We see that when God gave the commands for the building of the tabernacle, and 

later the temple, He ordained and enabled the people to create beautiful pieces of 
representational art.

7. If we look at the Most Holy Place itself, we see that the throne of God, the mercy 
seat, is capped with the images of angels whose wings are outstretched over the 
ark.

8. What is clearly involved in the prohibition of the second commandment is the 
making of images that are designed to be replica manifestations of God Himself.

9.  God prohibits the making of any image of Himself because God, by nature, is 
invisible.

10. Even a cursory reading of the Old Testament prophets will show God’s extreme 
denunciation of the practice of worshiping sacred images and statues.

11. As John Calvin observed, fallen man is an idol factory.

B. The Reformation and Iconoclastic Controversies

1. One of the great disputes of the Reformation centered on the function of images 
and statuary in the worship of God.

2. Images and icons of various saints, most especially Mary, were an integral part of 
the worship of the Roman Catholic church.

3. The Roman church labored the point that the people of the church were not ever 
supposed to worship the statues or icons because they claimed to understand that 
the Bible prohibits idolatry.

4. The word idolatry is a combination of two words—idol and latria, which means 
“worship.”

5. The Roman church prohibited the worship of idols and said that what they were 
performing in their ceremonies was idoladulia.

6. The word dulia comes from the Greek word that means “slavery” or “service.”
7. A doulos is a slave or a servant.
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8. So Rome concluded that believers may give service to the statues, but not worship.
9.  The Reformers argued that this was a distinction without a difference.
10.  They asked what the difference was between prostrating oneself before a statue to 

serve it and actually worshiping it.
11. With respect to the Virgin Mary, Rome adds another element to her doctrine when 

she says that Mary is to receive not only dulia, but hyperdulia.
12. Some of the Reformers went to great lengths to remove all statuary, stained glass, 

and just about every other form of art from their churches, and their motive in this 
was to get the attention in worship back to the true character of God.

13. Calvin said that art that depicts historical events is legitimate but that we must 
guard against any attempt to render God in any concrete form.

C. The Second Commandment and Superstition

1. The heart of the second commandment is the command to honor God as He is and 
not to make any substitute for Him that would direct or deflect our attention or 
worship away from Him.

2. One thing that is implied in the second commandment is a prohibition of 
superstition.

3. One of the problems of idolatry is that people begin to impart the power of magic 
to elements of the created order.

4. In the Old Testament, it was a matter of grave importance to God that His people 
not be involved in superstition.

5. In every age and in every religious community, the clear and present danger of the 
invasion of superstitious elements into faith is pervasive.

6. New Age thinking is an overt revival of ancient superstitious magic.
7. Even in the Christian church, superstitious, magical ways of thinking continually 

intrude.
8. We use prayers, phrases, even the name of Jesus as a magical incantation rather 

than as an expression of honor and glory to Him.
9. Anytime superstition or magic invades the church, it is always couched in spiritual 

terms.
10. In our day, the name of the Holy Spirit is invoked in the name of magic more than 

He has ever been invoked in that way in the history of the church.
11. This is why the entire practice of worship and of the Christian life must be subject 

to the law of God.
12. It is difficult but necessary for the true people of God to guard against idolatry—to 

guard against not only the crass shaping of material idols, but also the more subtle 
forms of idolatry, in which we try to bring God down to earth, to make the invisible 
God visible, to make the eternal God something that we can control.

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. How do believers know that the second commandment isn’t a prohibition against 
all artistic representation?
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a. Because this is what was taught by the first-century Jewish interpreters of 
the law.

b. Because the second commandment itself is an artistic representation.
c. Because the second commandment specifically commands us to make repre-

sentational art.
d. Because when God gave the commands for the building of the tabernacle, 

and later the temple, He ordained and enabled the people to create beautiful 
pieces of representational art.

2. Who described fallen man as an “idol factory”?
a. Augustine
b. John Calvin
c. Philip Melancthon 
d. C.S. Lewis

3. What is the meaning of latria?
a. Slavery 
b. Service 
c. Worship 
d. Apathy

4. What is the meaning of dulia?
a. Slavery 
b. Service 
c. Worship 
d. Either a or c

BIBLE STUDY

1. Read Isaiah 44:9–20 and Habakkuk 2:18–20. How Does God speak of the act of 
idolatry in these passages?

2. What kinds of artistic representations were included in God’s commands con-
cerning the design of the tabernacle? Read Exodus 25–30 for details. Notice 
especially passages such as Exodus 25:18–22 and 26:1–2.

3. In 1 Kings 9:3, we read of God’s consecrating the temple built by Solomon and 
His announcement to dwell there among His people. What kinds of representa-
tional art were used in the construction of the temple (cf. 1 Kings 6:23–29, 32, 35; 
7:25, 29, 36)?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How would you reconcile the second commandment with the artistic represen-
tations of earthly and heavenly creatures in the tabernacle and temple? Is the 
primary intent of the commandment to prohibit images or to prohibit the making 
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of images with the intent to worship them? Or is the primary intent of the second 
commandment something else altogether?

2. The Eastern Orthodox Church argues that icons or images of Jesus Christ 
are now possible and permissible because of the incarnation. How would you 
respond to this argument?

3. Many Protestant churches do not have statues or icons of Christ, but they do 
have stained-glass images, flannel-graph images, picture-book images, and even 
video images. Are these in violation of the second commandment? Is something 
such as a film about Jesus a violation of the second commandment? What about 
paintings of Jesus in the works of the masters or in Bibles—especially children’s 
Bibles?

4. Do you know of any ways in which prayers, names, phrases, etc., are being used 
in a superstitious and magical way in the modern church? Have you seen or 
heard any teachings in the modern church that present certain words or actions 
as a sure means to obtain certain blessings from God? How do the “Word-Faith” 
preachers and the “name it and claim it” movement reflect superstitious and 
magical ways of thinking as opposed to a biblical mind-set?

5. How can churches today avoid worship that violates the second commandment?

APPLICATION
1. Jesus warned believers about using vain repetitions in our prayers (Matthew 

6:7). If you have been using prayer as a mantra, as magic words to be repeated 
over and over until you achieve the desired results, read Jesus’ words about 
prayer in Matthew 6. God cannot be manipulated to do our bidding as if He were 
some pagan deity. He is the sovereign Lord of heaven and earth. If you have been 
approaching God with the intent of manipulating Him through some magic prayer, 
repent of that superstitious idolatry and ask God for His forgiveness.

2. Because we live in the twenty-first century, most of us do not face the problem 
of dealing with crass forms of idolatry such as worshiping wooden or stone idols 
of pagan gods. There are more subtle forms of idolatry, however, and we are still 
prone to create images of God in our minds that are false images and therefore 
idols. Ask God to guard your heart by the power of the Spirit against any false 
conceptions of Him. Ask Him to tear down any idols that you have erected in 
your heart, anything that you love more than Him.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.8.17–21
Douma, Jochem. The Ten Commandments, pp. 35–72
Horton, Michael. The Law of Perfect Freedom, pp. 71–94
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Don’t Maim the Name

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.” Violation of this com-
mandment is one of the most common sins in our culture. We hear the Lord’s name 
taken in vain not only in the secular world, but also within the very walls of the 
church itself. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul examines some of the many ways in which 
the third commandment is commonly violated and encourages us to keep the name 
of the Lord holy.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to explain the fundamental meaning of the third commandment
2. To be able to explain why the Lord’s name is to be hallowed

QUOTATIONS

Q. 99 What is required in the third comandment? 
A. That we neither blaspheme nor misuse the name of God by cursing, perjury, or unnec-
essary oaths, nor share in such horrible sins by being silent bystanders. In a word, it 
requires that we use the holy name of God only with reverence and awe, so that we may 
properly confess him, pray to him, and praise him in everything we do and say.

—The Heidelberg Catechism

LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. In Exodus 20:7, we read, “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in 
vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.”

2. The violation of the third commandment is one of the most commonplace sins in 
our culture.

3. The term vanity is a synonym for “futility.”
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4. We are not to use the Lord’s name in a futile or trivial manner.
5. We see the third commandment reiterated in the New Testament when Jesus 

instructs us to pray, “Hallowed be your name” (Matt. 6:9).
6. We are to regard the name of God as holy because it is His name, and we are to 

regard Him as holy.
7. If we are loose in our use of God’s name, it is like wearing a sign declaring that we 

have little regard for God.

B. Violations of the Third Commandment

1. The most obvious violation of the third commandment is the blasphemous use of 
God’s name.
a. There are restraints regarding the kind of language that can be used on 

network television, but those restrictions do not apply to the name of God.
b. The civil magistrate today may hold a person guiltless who blasphemes 

the name of God, but God will not hold that person guiltless.
2. Another major way in which the name of God could be used in vain is in the taking 

of oaths and vows.
a. In Israel, when a promise was made, it was the custom of the people to 

swear a vow by appealing to God as the witness between the parties to the 
agreement.

b. The one so swearing made himself accountable before the searching 
critiques of Almighty God, who knows the truth absolutely.

c. The New Testament forbids us to swear by things that are less than God 
because when we swear by things that are less than God, we are attributing 
to those things the very power of God Himself—an act of idolatry.

d. If we have true faith and a true sense of the honor and glory of God, not 
only will we treat Him as God directly, but the way in which we use His 
name will reveal our deepest worship toward Him.

3. Pastors can take the name of the Lord in vain by using corporate prayer to talk to 
the congregation instead of God.

4. We can also take the name of the Lord in vain by attributing to the name of God 
impulses and “revelations” that do not come from Him.
a. We often hear people say, “The Lord told me to do this.”
b. We have to beware because the false prophets of Israel were guilty of 

preaching their dreams instead of the Word of God.
c. Before we ever say to another human being that God told us to do 

something or say something, we had better have a good reason for doing 
so; otherwise, we are violating the third commandment.

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. The term vanity is a synonym for __________ .
a. Futility
b. Significance
c. Righteousness
d. Apathy
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2. Where in the Gospels is the third commandment most emphatically reiterated?
a. In the Lord’s Prayer
b. In the Beatitudes
c. In the Olivet Discourse
d. In the Great Commission

3. The most obvious violation of the third commandment is ___________.
a. The blasphemous use of God’s name
b. Pretentious prayer
c. False vows
d. Casting lots

BIBLE STUDY

1. Read Deuteronomy 18:10–14 and Acts 19:13–17. Would sorcery or the magical use 
of God’s name be a violation of the third commandment? Why or why not?

2. What violation of the third commandment is revealed in the following passages 
of Scripture?
a. Deuteronomy 18:22 
b. 1 Kings 22:11
c. Jeremiah 14:15
d. Ezekiel 13:6

3. What is the difference between the oaths in Jeremiah 4:2 and 5:2?

4. How does the New Testament expand our understanding of the third command-
ment, especially in passages such as Philippians 2:9–11?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Many modern Christians end every prayer with the phrase “in Jesus’ name,” 
what is the danger of doing this if we do it in an unthinking manner? What does 
it mean to pray “in Jesus’ name”?

2. In the past, Christians have clothed causes such as the Crusades, the Inquisition, 
racism, Prohibition, etc. with the words, “It is God’s will.” What modern-day 
“causes” have been clothed with the name of God? Why is this dangerous?

3. Is it possible for a theological position to systematically violate the third com-
mandment? Consider what is taught about the sovereignty of God by certain 
theological views such as the “God is dead” movement of the sixties and the 
“openness of God” theology of today. How do these theologies take the name of 
the Lord in vain?

4. Christian bookstores today are filled with every imaginable kind of item stamped 
with the name of God or Jesus. The name of the Lord is emblazoned on T-shirts, 
coffee mugs, shoelaces, trading cards, whistles, toys, and trinkets of all kinds. 



8—Don’t Maim the Name 37

Does this inherently trivialize the name of the Lord? Have we used the name of 
the Lord as if it were a corporate logo? Does this take the name of the Lord in 
vain?

APPLICATION

1. It is very common for Christians today to forget how seriously they should take 
the usage of the name of the Lord. If you have been guilty of using the name of 
the Lord in a blasphemous, frivolous, or other sinful way, repent of that sin and 
ask God for His forgiveness. Meditate on the glory and holi ness of God and the 
seriousness with which He takes the usage of His name. Think before you speak 
the name of the Lord, and consider whom you are talking about when you do so.

2. When you pray “in Jesus’ name,” consider what that means. Think about the 
content of the prayer that you are associating with the name of Jesus. Is it the 
kind of prayer that Jesus Himself would have prayed? Does it honor God, seek 
His will, seek His glory? Or is it self-serving, trite, rushed, or otherwise insin-
cere? Take the time to think about your prayer life, and begin to consider what it 
means to pray in Jesus’ name.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.8.22–27
Douma, Jochem. The Ten Commandments, pp. 73–107
Horton, Michael. The Law of Perfect Freedom, pp. 95–111
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Rest

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

There has probably been more controversy over the proper interpretation of the 
fourth commandment than with any of the other commandments. Questions have 
been raised over the relation between the seventh-day Sabbath and the first-day 
worship of Christians as well as over the way in which the specific Sabbath command-
ments are to be observed in the new covenant. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul explores 
some of the basic issues involved in the Sabbath question.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to explain the fundamental meaning of the fourth commandment
2. To be able to outline some of the basic purposes of the fourth commandment

QUOTATIONS

Q. 103 What is God’s will for you in the fourth commandment?
A. First, that the gospel ministry and education for it be maintained, and that, especially 
on the festive day of rest, I regularly attend the assembly of God’s people to learn what 
God’s Word teaches, to participate in the sacraments, to pray to God publicly, and to 
bring Christian offerings for the poor. Second, that every day of my life I rest from my 
evil ways, let the Lord work in me through his Spirit, and so begin already in this life the 
eternal Sabbath.

—The Heidelberg Catechism

As truth was delivered to the Jews under a figure, so is it set before us without shadows. 
First, we are to meditate throughout life upon an everlasting Sabbath rest from all our 
works, that the Lord may work in us through his Spirit. Secondly, each one of us pri-
vately, whenever he has leisure, is to exercise himself diligently in pious meditation upon 
God’s works. Also, we should all observe together the lawful order set by the church for 
the hearing of the Word, the administration of the sacraments, and for public prayers. In 
the third place, we should not inhumanly oppress those subject to us. 

—John Calvin
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LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. Things have changed dramatically in our culture with respect to Sabbath observation.
2. Most of these changes have occurred in just the last fifty years.
3. In our day, Sunday is treated almost the same as any other day of the week, and all 

kinds of commerce take place on Sunday.

B. Disputes About Sabbath Observance

1. Disputes over the Sabbath have arisen not only between Christians and secular 
people, but also among those within the Christian community.

2. Augustine, for example, believed that nine out of the Ten Commandments were 
reiterated in the New Testament, but that the Sabbath observation had been abro-
gated because the Christian community shifted its corporate worship from the 
seventh day to the first day.

3. In addition, Paul’s statements about not being bound by new moons and sabbaths 
led many of the great teachers of the church to believe that with the coming of 
Christ, the whole institution of the Sabbath had been abrogated.

4. Most Christians throughout history, however, have argued that the essential ele-
ments of Sabbath observation are still in effect.

5. One of the main arguments for a continuity of the Sabbath is that the Sabbath itself 
was not instituted at Mount Sinai, but instead was a creation ordinance based on 
God’s seventh-day rest from His work of creation.

C. The Fourth Commandment

1. The fourth commandment is expressed as follows in Exodus 20:8–11: “Remember 
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but 
the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, 
you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or 
your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh 
day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”

2. God is saying here that this day is the one day He has consecrated and set apart.
3. There are several primary functions or purposes of the Sabbath.

a. The first purpose is to provide rest from our normal labors, as God rested 
after the creation of the heavens and earth.

b. The second purpose for the Sabbath is for corporate worship and for 
giving special attention to the things of God.

c. The third purpose is to function as a kind of sacrament—pointing to our 
final goal of redemption, the perfect rest of God spoken of in Hebrews 4.

D. The Sabbath and Work

1. Many moral theologians in the history of the church have argued that the fourth 
commandment not only prohibits work on one day, but also commands us to work 
six days.
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2. They would argue against a five-day work week, saying that it is a violation of the 
fourth commandment not only to refuse to rest on the Sabbath, but also by taking a 
longer rest than we should.

3. The Pharisees took the commandment in an absolute and extreme sense, and Jesus 
had to remind them that certain kinds of work were lawful on the Sabbath.

4. Jesus argued that it is not only lawful to do good on the Sabbath, but necessary to 
do so.

STUDY QUESTIONS
1. According to Dr. Sproul, what famous theologian believed that nine out of the 

Ten Commandments were reiterated in the New Testament, but that the Sabbath 
observation had been abrogated because the Christian community shifted its cor-
porate worship from the seventh day to the first day?
a.  Samuel Rutherford
b. Jonathan Edwards
c. Augustine
d. Aquinas

2. In which New Testament book does Paul instruct Christians to “let no one pass 
judgement in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new 
moon or a Sabbath’’?
a. Romans
b. 2 Corinthians 
c. Galatians
d. Colossians

3. In what chapter of Hebrews does the author speak of the promise of entering 
God’s rest? 
a. Hebrews 1
b. Hebrews 2 
c. Hebrews 4 
d. Hebrews 8

4. Aside from rest on the seventh day, what other commandment have some said is 
just as equally a part of the fourth commandment?
a. The command to tithe
b. The command to work for six complete days 
c. The command to sing only psalms
d. The command to protest against cultural evils
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BIBLE STUDY

1. Read Exodus 31:12–18. What purpose or significance does Moses give to the Sab-
bath in this passage? Compare this passage with Genesis 9:17 and 17:11. What 
similarities are there among these passages of Scripture?

2. What did Jesus say about the Sabbath in Mark 2:27? What implications may be 
drawn from this statement?

3. Read Romans 14:5–6; Galatians 4:9–10; and Colossians 2:16–17. What does Paul 
say in each of these passages? What are the emphases in each passage? Is there 
any significance to the fact that Paul connects Sabbaths with festivals and “new 
moons” in Colossians 2 (see Num. 28:11–15 for the commandment concerning the 
new moon sacrifices)?

4. What did Paul do on the Sabbath, according to Acts 13:14, 42, 44; 16:13; 17:2; and 
18:4?

5. What did Christians do on the first day of the week, according to Acts 20:7, and 
what were they encouraged to do by Paul in 1 Corinthians 16:2? Is there any sig-
nificance to the descriptions of different activities occurring on the Sabbath and 
on the first day in the book of Acts?

6. Read Hebrews 4:1–11.
a. The author of Hebrews says that the disobedient Israelites who wandered 

in the wilderness did not enter God’s rest (3:16–19). In 4:3, what does the 
author say about those of us who have believed?

b. According to vv. 3–5, what is this rest that we must enter? Do these verses 
imply that the rest of God has existed continually since the seventh day of 
creation? If so, how is the “rest” that is described in vv. 3–5 related to God’s 
seventh-day rest after creation? If not, what is the author’s point in vv. 3–5?

c. Is the present experience of the rest that is described in 4:3 a perfect experi-
ence of God’s rest, according to 4:9?

d. How does the author of Hebrews in 4:10 describe one who has entered God’s 
rest?

e.  Some argue, based on Revelation 14:13, that the rest described in Hebrews 
4:10 refers to death, and others argue that it refers to trusting Christ and not 
our own works for redemption. Examine each of these interpretations of v. 
10 in the light of v. 11. How would v. 11 help determine which, if either, of the 
interpretations of “rest” is correct? How is this passage instructive in our 
understanding of the Sabbath question?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Based on your reading of Exodus 20:8–11 and the other Scripture passages exam-
ined above, what are the strong points and weak points of each of the following 
positions on the Sabbath question?
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a. Seventh-Day Position: The Sabbath is still to be observed, and it is to be ob-
served on the day commanded, the seventh day—Saturday.

b. The Puritan Sabbatarian Position: The fourth commandment remains in 
effect. The only significant changes is that the Jewish Sabbath has been 
changed into the first day of the week.

c. John Calvin’s Position: The Sabbath day was a shadow intended primarily to 
represent spiritual rest, in which believers lay aside trust in their own works. 
With the coming of Christ, the outward observance of the day, the ceremo-
nial shadow, has been abolished.

2. What kind of picture do we get from the book of Acts of the early church’s obser-
vance of particular days?

3. Even if we were to agree with Calvin and say that the observance of a particular 
day was part of the abrogated ceremonial aspect of the fourth commandment, 
would this absolve us of the duty to gather regularly for corporate worship?

APPLICATION

1. Reflect on the rest described in Hebrews 4:1–11. Have you entered that rest? How 
can you be diligent to do so (cf 4:11)?

2. If the Sabbath is a shadow in any sense as Paul refers to it in Colossians, we know 
that Christ is the reality behind it. Regardless of which interpretation of the 
fourth commandment you hold, ask God to help you always remember that this 
commandment can never be considered apart from Christ.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.8.28–34
Douma, Jochem. The Ten Commandments, pp. 109–60
Horton, Michael. The Law of Perfect Freedom, pp. 113–31
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Respect Your Parents

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

The concept of honor is disappearing fast from the vocabulary of modern man. Yet 
honor is crucial to the survival of the family. The first commandment of the second 
table of the law is “Honor your father and your mother.” Children are to treat their par-
ents with respect and dignity, not only while they are young, but throughout their lives. 
In this lecture, Dr. Sproul explains what it means to honor one’s father and mother.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to explain the fundamental meaning of the fifth commandment
2. To be able to define the meaning of honor

QUOTATIONS

Q. 104 What is God’s will for you in the fifth commandment?
A. That I honor, love, and be loyal to my father and mother and all those in authority 
over me; that I obey and submit to them, as is proper, when they correct and punish me; 
and also that I be patient with their failings—or through them God chooses to rule us.

—The Heidelberg Catechism

LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. The fifth commandment is the first commandment with a promise attached to it.
2. In Exodus 20:12, we read, “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may 

be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.”

B. Crisis in the Family

1. From a secular perspective, of all the organizational units that together make up a 
social network that we call civilization; the most fundamental is the family unit.
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2. In the modern era, the family is in jeopardy and under attack.
3. It is not by accident that one of the largest parachurch ministries today is Focus on 

the Family.
4. Part of the reason why the ministry is so far-reaching is that the problems are so 

severe.
5. It is no coincidence that when God was establishing the moral foundation for a 

holy nation, He included a commandment dealing with behavioral relationships 
within the family.

C. Honor and Government

1. The French philosopher Montesquieu applied the scientific method to an analysis 
of governments and reduced all the different governments to three fundamental 
types: dictatorship, monarchy, and democracy.

2. He argued that the single most important ingredient to maintain a dictatorship is 
fear.

3. The single most important characteristic by which a democracy is maintained is 
the principle of civic virtue—a high sense of ethics and morality.

4. He argued that the single most important feature by which monarchy survives is 
the concept of honor.

5. When the people lose a sense of honor for the king and queen, then the monarchy 
collapses.

D. The Meaning of Honor

1. At the heart of the concept of honor is the idea of respect.
2. To honor someone is to be respectful to him or her.
3. The respect that is established in the Decalogue begins with children’s responsi-

bilities toward their parents.
4. Honoring is first of all an acknowledgment that God has delegated to parents a 

certain authority by which the home is to be governed.
5. Children are not to rule the home; they are to be in submission to the authority of 

their parents, and they are to be in submission respectfully.
6. It is the duty of the child to honor his parents, and it is the duty of the parents to 

teach the child what rendering honor and respect means.
7. Our obligation to honor and respect our parents never ends.

STUDY QUESTIONS

1.  The fifth commandment is the first commandment with a ___________ attached  
to it. 
a. Prohibition
b. Promise 
c. Warning 
d. Law
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2. Who applied the scientific method to an analysis of governments and reduced all 
the different governments to three fundamental types: dictatorship, monarchy, 
and democracy?
a. Descartes
b. John Calvin
c. Augustine
d. Montesquieu

3. The single most important ingredient to maintain a dictatorship is ___________ .
a. Fear
b. Civic virtue 
c. Honor 
d. Law

4. The single most important characteristic by which a democracy is maintained is 
the principle of ___________ .
a. Fear
b. Honor
c. Civic virtue 
d. Royalty

5. The single most important feature by which a monarchy survives is the concept 
of ___________ .
a. Fear
b. Individualism 
c. Honor
d. Freedom of the press

6. At the heart of the concept of honor is the idea of ___________ .
a. Unity
b. Worship
c. Submission
d. Respect

BIBLE STUDY

1. Read the following passages of Scripture. How does each contribute to our 
understanding of our obligations toward our fathers and mothers?
a. Exodus 20:12
b. Deuteronomy 5:16 
c. Leviticus 19:3
d. Proverbs 23:22 
e.  Ephesians 6:1–2
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2. What primary role for parents is expressed in Deuteronomy 6:6–7 and Proverbs 4:10?

3. What parental function is described in Proverbs 13:13–14 and 13:24?

4. According to the following passages of Scripture, how seriously was the fifth 
commandment taken in ancient Israel?
a. Exodus 21:17 
b. Leviticus 20:9 
c. Proverbs 20:20

5. Read the following passages of Scripture. How do each of these texts illustrate 
the application of the principle of the fifth commandment in other areas of life? 
a. Leviticus 19:32
b. Hebrews 13:17
c. Romans 13:1–7
d. 1 Peter 2:17

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What do you believe to be the main reason for the overwhelming lack of respect 
for parents and others in authority that exists in our culture?

2. Are there case in which parents can overstep their authority, cases in which chil-
dren would be obliged to disobey? Provide an example.

3. How does the principle inherent in the fifth commandment apply to others 
in positions of authority over us? How does it apply, for example, to teachers, 
employers, elders and pastors in the church, government leaders? How should 
we express the honor due to each of those authorities?

APPLICATION

1. Do you honor your father and mother? Make the effort to honor your parents at 
all times. If they are still alive, show them respect by your words and actions. If 
they are not alive, show them respect in other ways, such as by telling your chil-
dren and friends about them.

2. Are any of your children disrespectful of your parental authority? If so, consider 
the many possible reasons for this lack of respect. Are they imitating your lack of 
respect for your own parents (or other legitimate authorities)? Are they lacking 
in real discipline? Are they hearing one · thing from you and seeing another in 
practice? Determine to teach them the principles of the fifth commandment by 
word and by example. Pray and ask God for the strength and wisdom to do so.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.8.35–38
Douma, Jochem. The Ten Commandments, pp. 161–206
Horton, Michael. The Law of Perfect Freedom, pp. 133–50
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Protect Human Life

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

While seemingly one of the easiest commandments to understand, the sixth com-
mandment, with its prohibition against murder, has led to some of the most serious 
debates in the history of the church. Is capital punishment murder? Is war ever jus-
tifiable? Is abortion murder? In this lecture, Dr. Sproul examines these and other 
questions as he explains the meaning of the sixth commandment.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to explain the basic prohibition and implicit command found in the 
sixth commandment

2. To be able to demonstrate how the principles of the sixth commandment apply to 
such issues as capital punishment, war, and abortion

QUOTATIONS

Q. 105 What is God’s will for you in the sixth commandment?
A I am not to belittle, insult, hate, or kill my neighbor—not by my thoughts, my words, 
my looks or gestures, and certainly not by actual deeds—and I am not to be party to this 
in others; rather, I am to put away all desire for revenge. I am not to harm or recklessly 
endanger myself either. Prevention of murder is also why government is armed with the 
sword.

—The Heidelberg Catechism

To sum up, then, all violence, injury, and any harmful thing at all that may injure our 
neighbor’s body are forbidden to us. We are accordingly commanded, if we find anything 
of use to us in saving our neighbors’ lives, faithfully to employ it; if there is anything that 
makes for their peace, to see to it; if anything harmful, to ward it off; if they are in any 
danger, to lend a helping hand.

—John Calvin
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LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. On the surface, the sixth commandment seems very easy to understand.
2. But the deeper ramifications of this commandment have resulted in all kinds of 

controversies in church history.
3. Some of the most significant controversies relate to questions about capital punish-

ment, warfare, and abortion.
4. In addition, this commandment was given an important exposition by Christ 

Himself in the Sermon on the Mount.

B. Interpreting the Sixth Commandment

1. In Matthew 5:21–22, Jesus says, “You have heard that it was said to those of old, 
‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say 
to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; who-
ever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ 
will be liable to the hell of fire.

2. When Jesus uses the idiom “it is written,” He is using a common Jewish expression 
to refer to the Scriptures.

3. When Jesus uses the idiom “you have heard it said,” He is using a common Jewish 
expression to refer to the halakah—the oral tradition of the rabbis.

4. When we see Jesus challenging traditions in the New Testament, He never chal-
lenges what is written in the text; He challenges the way in which the biblical text 
has been handled and distorted in the oral tradition.

5. The Pharisees reduced the demands of the law to the lowest common denomina-
tor, and they prided themselves on being law-keepers if they never committed 
first-degree murder.

6. Jesus informed them that there was a broader aspect to what is being prohibited 
here and says that a person who is angry at a brother without just cause has vio-
lated the law against murder.

7. This has to do with the elliptical character of the law; the law not only prohibits 
murder, but enjoins the opposite—protecting, preserving, maintaining, and honor-
ing the lives of other human beings.

C. The Sixth Commandment and Controversy over Capital Punishment

1. Numerous people have argued that capital punishment is morally wrong because 
they say the sixth commandment prohibits killing, and executing murderers is killing.

2. The irony of this is that in the Old Testament, the penalty for violating the sixth 
commandment was death.

3. The death penalty for murder was not instituted at Sinai; it was instituted as part 
of the renewed creation covenant with Noah in Genesis 9.

4. Execution was instituted because man is created in the image of God, so any 
assault upon a human being was regarded by God as an assault upon the life of God 
Himself.
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5. Human life was to be treated as so sacred that if anyone willfully and maliciously 
slaughtered another human being, that person was to be executed.

6. Before a person could be legally executed in Israel, he had to be tried according to 
strict rules to ensure that innocent people were not executed.

7. A murderer’s guilt had to be confirmed by two eyewitnesses, and those eyewit-
nesses themselves were under the penalty of death if they were convicted of 
perjury.

D. The Sixth Commandment and Controversy over Warfare

1. The New Testament makes it clear that the power of the sword is given by God to 
earthly governments.

2. The sword is to be used only in defense of the innocent and for just and righteous 
causes, and this has been the historical basis for the Christian view of the just-war 
theory.

3. People such as Augustine and Thomas Aquinas agreed that all wars are wrong and 
evil, but that not everyone’s involvement in war is evil.

4. If an aggressive nation crosses the border and begins to kill the inhabitants of 
the land, it is not only the right but the duty of the civil magistrate of the invaded 
nation to use whatever force is necessary to prevent further slaughter and defend 
the lives of the people.

E.  The Sixth Commandment and Controversy over Abortion

1. Early in the abortion debate, the point of contention was whether the fetus is a  
living human being.

2. Today, many people who support abortion agree that the fetus is alive, but argue 
that it is still ethical to abort it on the basis of the woman’s right to choose.

3. It is abundantly clear that abortion does not promote the sanctity of human life.

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. When Jesus uses the idiom “it is written.” He is using a common Jewish expres-
sion to refer to ___________
a. The Talmud 
b. The halakah 
c. The Scriptures
d. Biblical commentaries

2. When Jesus referred to the oral tradition of the rabbis, He was referring to what?
a. The Septuagint 
b. The Decalogue 
c. The halakah
d. The Torah
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3. What was the penalty for murder in the Old Testament law?
a. Death
b. Restitution
c. Life imprisonment
d. Torture

4. Which of the following is compatible with the just-war theory?
a. The invasion of a suspected enemy nation.
b. The intentional total destruction of enemy civilian property.
c. The indiscriminate bombing of civilian populations in nations suspected of 

harboring international terrorists.
d. The defense of one’s own nation against an aggressive invader.

BIBLE STUDY

1. Read Genesis 49:6; Deuteronomy 19:4–5; and 22:8. What are some of the differ-
ent kinds of killing described in these passages? Are all of them viewed in the 
same way by God?

2. How does the New Testament expand on the sixth commandment in Matthew 
5:22 and 1 John 3:15?

3. How would you outline a basic biblical approach to the question of abortion 
based on Psalm 127; Job 10:8–12; and Exodus 21:22?

4. How does the Old Testament law view the act of killing in self-defense according 
to Exodus 22:2–3? Are there times when killing in self-defense is permissible? 
Are there times when it is forbidden? What factors would make killing in self-
defense a crime?

5. Explain the biblical position on capital punishment, using the following passages 
as a starting point: Genesis 9:6; Romans 13:4; Numbers 35:30.

6. In what ways do the following passages contribute to our understanding of the 
biblical view of war?
a. Numbers 21:14
b. Deuteronomy 20:16–18
c. Revelation 19:11

7. How do the following passages of Scripture point out the negative side of war?
a. Joshua 1:13
b. Isaiah 22:2–4
c. Micah 4:1-5
d. 1 Chronicles 28:3
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How would you apply the principles of the sixth commandment to such ques-
tions as abortion, euthanasia, and suicide? What are the similarities and 
differences between each of these types of killing? Are there any mitigating cir-
cumstances that would ever allow for exceptions to any general rule? If so, what 
are they?

2. How would you apply the explicit and implicit principles of the sixth command-
ment to the argument used by supporters of abortion that suggests that we do 
not know exactly when a fetus becomes a living human being?

3. Do the same principles that apply to abortion and euthanasia apply to the issue 
of contraception? Why or why not?

4. There are six specific cases of suicide recorded in five passages of Scripture 
(Judges 16:23–31; 1 Sam. 31:3–5; 2 Sam. 17:23; 1 Kings 16:18–19; Matt. 27:3–5). Is 
anything said about these actions? Can any general principle be formed from the 
nature of these men’s lives? Is there any significance in the fact that Samson is 
mentioned in Hebrews 11:32, 39 as a hero of the faith? What was the difference 
between his suicide and that of the others?

5. If the prohibition against killing implicitly commands the positive protection 
of life, how would that principle apply to such questions as the abuse of drugs, 
the abuse of alcohol, the abuse of food, and the abuse of other substances? How 
would it apply to questions involving preventive measures such as vaccinations? 
How would it apply to medical intervention in cases of disease?

6. What are the basic biblical principles of just warfare? Categorize each of the fol-
lowing examples as just war, unjust war, or questionable war, and your reasons.
a. The invasion of Pearl Harbor
b. The invasion of Normandy on D-Day
c. The atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
d. Sherman’s “scorched earth” march through the South in the American 

Civil War
e. The actions of Israel against Palestinians in the late twentieth century
f. The actions of Palestinians against Israel in the late twentieth century
g.  The use of chemical weapons in World War I
h.  The suicide attacks against the World Trade Center and Pentagon by those 

engaged in a “holy jihad.”
i.  Native American attacks on European settlers

APPLICATION

1. Spend some time this week meditating on the biblical passages examined in 
this lecture. Think about the many ways in which we diminish and trivialize 
human life in the modern era. Are there things that you as an individual can do 
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to promote a true honoring of the value of human life in your family, church, 
business, city, state, or nation? If so, is there any good reason not to do them?

2. Jesus tells us that hatred is a violation of the commandment against murder. You 
may have never actually shed a person’s blood, but if you hate your brother with-
out cause, it is called murder by our Lord. Repent of any hatred you may harbor 
in your heart. Seek to be filled with the Spirit rather than with hate.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.8.39–40
Douma, Jochem. The Ten Commandments, pp. 207–42
Horton, Michael. The Law of Perfect Freedom, pp. 151–78
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12

Love Your Spouse

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

There have been few times in the history of the world when the sexual mores of a 
culture were as diametrically opposed to biblical law as they are today. In a culture 
that is constantly saturated with graphic sexual language and images, the standards 
of sexual morality have not only been lowered, but been virtually eliminated. Yet God 
calls us to maintain sexual intimacy within marriage alone even in the midst of this 
decadent world. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul examines some of the implications of the 
seventh commandment.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to explain the basic meaning of the seventh commandment
2. To be able to set forth some of the biblical underpinnings for the biblical view of 

marriage as the only place for sexual intimacy

QUOTATIONS

Q. 108 What is God’s will for us in the seventh commandment?
A. God condemns all unchastity. We should therefore thoroughly detest it and, married 
or single, live decent and chaste lives.

Q. 109 Does God, in this commandment, forbid only such scandalous sins as adultery?
A. We are templates of the Holy Spirit, body and soul, and God wants both to be kept 
clean and holy. That is why he forbids everything which incites unchastity, whether it be 
actions, looks, talk, thoughts, or desires.

—The Heidelberg Catechism
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The purpose of this commandment is: because God loves modesty and purity, all unclean-
ness must be far from us. To sum up, then: we should not become defiled with any filth 
or lustful intemperance of the flesh. To this corresponds the affirmative commandment 
that we chastely and continently regulate all parts of our life.

—John Calvin

LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. We live in an age that has very little respect for the sanctity of marriage.
2. Since the sexual revolution of the 1960s, adultery has become so commonplace that 

there are very few sanctions left against the practice in our secular culture.
3. If there is any place where we see the modern culture on a collision course with 

the teachings of Jesus Christ, it is in the area of sexual ethics.

B. Sexual Ethics in Christian History

1. There have been serious distortions regarding sexual ethics throughout church 
history.

2. The influence of dualism, particularly the invasion of Manichaeism, in the life of 
the church was catastrophic.

3. The dualistic belief that anything physical was by definition evil led to the belief 
that the only possible justification for sexual relationships, even within marriage, 
was simply the procreation of the species.

4. Even in marriage, the sexual union was seen to be a necessary evil at best.
5. A lot of people labor under a sense of guilt for having a healthy sexual relationship 

within marriage.
6. The New Testament makes it clear that the sexual relationship between a husband 

and a wife is not only permitted, but commanded.
7. The sexual relationship between a husband and wife is part of what God has cre-

ated and called good.

C. God and Nakedness

1. In the creation account, we are told that the man and the woman were naked and 
unashamed.

2. After the fall, nakedness is frequently used in Scripture as a strong sign for shame 
and humiliation.

3. The language of redemption uses this metaphor when it speaks of our receiving a 
gracious covering for our nakedness in the righteousness of Christ.

4. Nature tells us that there is something strange about human beings because no 
other creature goes out of its way to make artificial garments to cover its natural 
body.

5. Humans are a clothed species, and yet something within the soul of every human 
being longs to be someplace where it can be naked and unashamed.
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6. When the Bible speaks of the sexual relationship, it uses the term “to know,” which 
means “to know another person at a profound level of intimacy.”

7. The person with whom we are to be the most intimate is our spouse.
8. The safe refuge for human nakedness that God has ordained is marriage.
9. Nakedness involves more than the lack of physical clothing; it means being 

exposed to the scrutiny and glance of another human being in our weakest 
moments.

10.  Nobody knows a person better than his or her spouse.
11. One reason why divorce is so painful is that people have the sensation that the per-

son who knows them better than anyone else in the world has rejected them.
12. Making divorce easier and easier will never effectively minister to this problem 

that reaches so deeply into the souls of human beings.
13. God has provided a specific place for this kind of intimacy, and that is marriage.
14. He knows that sex is far more than physical pleasure.
15. God hates rape of any kind, and sex without the absolute commitment of marriage 

is a kind of rape in God’s sight because it is asking a person to be naked and vulner-
able at the deepest level of humanity without a final commitment.

16. The kind of chastity that is demanded by God is particularly difficult today because 
we are bombarded daily with sexual stimulation through various media.

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. The influence of dualism, particularly the invasion of ___________ in the life of the 
church was catastrophic.
a. Empiricism
b. Judaism 
c. Islam
d. Manichaeism

2. The dualistic belief that anything physical was by definition evil led to the belief 
that the only possible justification for sexual relationships, even within marriage, 
was simply ___________ .
a. The physical pleasure of the husband and wife
b. The procreation of the species 
c. Obedience to God’s command 
d. A legitimate expression of lust

3. After the fall, nakedness is frequently used in Scripture as a strong sign for 
___________ .
a. Strength
b. Shame
c. Humiliation
d. Both b and c
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4. When the Bible speaks of the sexual relationship, it uses the term ___________ .
a. To know
b. To be naked 
c. Fornication 
d. Adultery

BIBLE STUDY

1. Read Leviticus 18 and 20. What are the boundaries of permissible sexual rela-
tionships established in the Old Testament law?

2. Read the following passages of Scripture and outline the basic biblical view of 
the legitimacy of sexual pleasure between a husband and wife.
a. Proverbs 5:18–19 
b. Song of Solomon

3. What are some of the basic principles of the biblical view of extramarital sex, 
according to Exodus 22:16–17; 1 Corinthians 6:12–20; and 7:9?

4. What is the basic biblical view of homosexual practice, according to Leviticus 
18:22–23; 20:13; and Romans 1:26–27?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Based on your understanding of passages such as Matthew 5:32; 19:9; and 1 Cor-
inthians 7:15–16, is divorce ever permissible? If so, under what circumstances? Is 
remarriage permissible? If so, under what circumstances?

2. Using the principles of Matthew 5:27–28; 1 Corinthians 6:18; 2 Timothy 2:22; and 
1 Peter 2:11, among others, how would you counsel someone who is struggling 
with issues such as masturbation and pornography?

3. What should the church’s response be to a person who claims to have homo-
sexual tendencies or temptations but is resolved to abstinence? Is this person’s 
situation similar to or different from the situation of a person experiencing 
temptations to other kinds of sin? Is this person’s situation similar to or different 
from the situation of a person who is practicing homosexual behavior yet claim-
ing to do so within a loving monogamous relationship?

APPLICATION

1. If you are having a problem with lust, seek counsel from an elder or pastor 
immediately. If you have pornography in your possession, destroy it. If Internet 
access is presenting too powerful a temptation, cancel your Internet service. Do 
whatever you can to remove sources of temptation, and then seek accountability 
and pray.
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2. If you are married, thank God for the blessing of marriage. Consider the vows 
you have made before God. Meditate on those Scriptures that discuss the beauty 
of marriage and of an undefiled bed. Pray with your spouse, and ask God for the 
grace to live a married life in obedience to Him.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.8.41–44
Douma, Jochem. The Ten Commandments, pp. 243–83
Horton, Michael. The Law of Perfect Freedom, pp. 179–96
Sproul, R.C. The Intimate Marriage
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13

Stop Stealing

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

Those who have been the victims of theft can attest to the sense of violation that is 
felt when the fruits of their labors are selfishly taken by another who has not earned 
them. Yet many are unaware of the numerous ways in which they may be employing 
more subtle methods of theft. In this lecture, Dr. Sproul examines the deeper impli-
cations of the eighth commandment.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to explain the basic principle of the eighth commandment
2. To be able to outline some of the many ways in which this commandment is broken

QUOTATIONS

Q. 110 What does God forbid in the eighth commandment?
A. He forbids not only outright theft and robbery, punishable by law. But in God’s sight 
theft also includes cheating and swindling our neighbor by schemes made to appear 
legitimate, such as: inaccurate measurements of weight, size, or volume; fraudulent 
merchandising; counterfeit money; excessive interest; or any other means forbidden by 
God. In addition he forbids all greed and pointless squandering of his gifts.

—The Heidelberg Catechism

We must consider that what every man possesses has not come to him by mere chance 
but by the distribution of the supreme Lord of all. For this reason, we cannot by evil 
devices deprive anyone of his possessions without fraudulently setting aside God’s dis-
pensation. Now there are many kinds of thefts. One consists in violence; when another’s 
goods are stolen by force and unrestrained brigandage. A second kind consists in mali-
cious deceit, when they are carried off through fraud. Another lies in a more concealed 
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craftiness, when a man’s goods are snatched from him by seemingly legal means. Still 
another lies in flatteries, when one is cheated of his goods under the pretense of a gift.

—John Calvin

LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. It is the nadir of selfishness to appropriate to oneself what lawfully belongs to 
someone else.

2. As completely selfish as it is to take another person’s property and labor, theft is 
still one of the most common vices in modern society.

B. The Eighth Commandment

1. It was no accident when God included in the Ten Commandments the law, “You 
shall not steal” (Ex. 20:15).

2. The law against theft is one of the laws explicitly repeated in the New Testament 
where Paul says, “Let the thief no longer steal” (Eph. 4:28).

3. The Apostle is simply saying, “Stop stealing,” because stealing is completely incon-
sistent with the Christian life.

C. Kinds of Theft

1. Although the most obvious form of stealing is the forcible taking of property, there 
are other, more subtle kinds of theft.

2. Theft takes place when we enter into a job agreement and fail to do the work we 
agreed to do.

3. If a person is getting paid but is not doing the work, then that is stealing from the 
employer.

4. If we do not pay our bills on time or default on a loan, then that is a kind of theft.
5. If we make a pledge to a church for a building program and fail to do what we 

pledged, then that is also a kind of theft.
6. In the book of Malachi, the prophet refers to the withholding of tithes and offer-

ings as “robbing God.”
7. In the evangelical branch of the Protestant church, approximately four percent of 

members tithe.
8. God commands that ten percent of our income be given to the work of His 

kingdom.
9. Because the tithe is a flat rate, everyone has the same responsibility before God, 

whether they are rich or poor.
10.  Another form of theft is the use of the federal power to tax to transfer the wealth of 

property of someone else to ourselves.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

1. Where in Paul’s epistles do we read the following command: “Let the thief no  
longer steal”?
a. Ephesians 4:28
b. Romans 12:1
c. 2 Thessalonians 2:4 
d. Galatians 5:9

2. Which of the following is the most obvious means of violating the eighth 
commandment?
a. Failure to tithe
b. Forcible robbery
c. Falsifying time cards 
d. Surfing the Internet on company time
e. All of the above

3. Which of the following would be ways of stealing from an employer?
a. Deliberately slowing one’s work pace
b. Handling personal affairs on company time
c. Falsifying time cards
d. All of the above

4. In which Old Testament book are we informed that the failure to tithe is equiva-
lent to robbing God?
a. Genesis
b. Malachi
c. Obadiah
d. Ecclesiastes

BIBLE STUDY

1. How do the following passages of Scripture reveal God’s essential attitude 
toward theft?
a. Leviticus 19:11
b. Jeremiah 7:9
c. 1 Corinthians 6:10
d. 1 Peter 4:15

2. What do the following passages of Scripture reveal about wealth and poverty?
a. Proverbs 10:4, 22 
b. Proverbs 30:9
c. 1 Timothy 6:9
d. 1 Timothy 6:17
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3. Do the following passages provide any room for the argument that theft may be 
permissible in life-threatening situations?
a. Exodus 3:22
b. Exodus 12:35–36
c. Proverbs 6:30–31

4. How does Scripture view usury, according to Exodus 22:25; Leviticus 25:35–38; 
and Deuteronomy 23:19–20?

5. Examine the following Scriptural texts and outline the basic principles the 
Bible’s view of social theft.
a. Isaiah 5:8
b. Jeremiah 22:1 17 
c. Amos 8:4–6
d. Habakkuk 2:9–12 
e.  Matthew 23:14

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. A cursory glance through the Old Testament laws against stealing reveals that 
one of the normal punishments for theft was fourfold and even fivefold restitu-
tion (cf. Ex. 22:1, 12). Is restitution a more just means of punishing theft than 
imprisonment? Why or why not?

2. How would you apply the biblical principles against stealing to issues such as 
kidnapping, slavery, plagiarism, and taxation?

3. What are some of the common ways in which employees steal from their 
employers? What are some common ways in which employers can steal from 
their employees? How can these forms of theft be prevented?

4. Examine the biblical principles revealed about the tithe in the following Old Tes-
tament passages: Leviticus 27:32–33; Numbers 18:21–32; Deuteronomy 12:5–12, 
17–18; 14:22–26; 26:13–15; and Malachi 3:8–10. What is the basic principle of the 
tithe? What are its purposes? To whom does it go? How are these principles 
translated into the new covenant? Are passages such as 1 Corinthians 16:1–2; 2 
Corinthians 9:7; and Philippians 4:15 related to the tithe, or are they speaking of 
something else entirely?

APPLICATION

1. Dr. Sproul mentioned that from time to time we need to assess our own behavior 
and ask ourselves whether we are thieves. We need to ask whether we have been 
stealing from our employer, from merchants, or from God. Examine your own 
heart and actions. If you have been stealing in any way, repent of that sin and 
confess it to God. Make restitution where necessary and possible.
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2. Examine your attitude toward giving money to the church for the support of 
the kingdom, for the help of the poor, and for other ministries. Do you find the 
thought of giving to be something that makes you “cheerful”? If not, why not? 
How can you be more faithful in contributing toward the financial needs of the 
church?

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.8.45–46
Douma, Jochem. The Ten Commandments, pp. 285–311
Horton, Michael. The Law of Perfect Freedom, pp. 197–223
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14

Tell the Truth

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

Incredible amounts of pain and damage in human history have been caused by decep-
tion, deceit, and petty lies. Christians are to counter this; Christians are to maintain 
the sanctity of truth. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (Jn. 14:6). 
Those who bear His name are to represent truth in everything they say and do. In 
this lecture, Dr. Sproul examines the ninth commandment against the bearing of false 
witness.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to explain the fundamental principles of the ninth commandment
2. To be able to provide some examples of ways in which this commandment is com-

monly violated

QUOTATIONS

Q. 112 What is God’s will for you in the ninth commandment?
A. God’s will is that I never give false testimony against anyone, twist no one’s words, 
not gossip or slander, nor join in condemning anyone without a hearing or without a 
just cause. Rather, in court and everywhere else, I should avoid lying and deceit of every 
kind; these are devices the devil himself uses, and they would call down on me God’s 
intense anger. I should love the truth, speak it candidly, and openly acknowledge it. And 
I should do what I can to guard and advance my neighbor’s good name.

—The Heidelberg Catechism

The purpose of this commandment is: since God (who is truth) abhors a lie, we must 
practice truth without deceit toward one another. To sum up, then: let us not malign 
anyone with slanders or false charges, nor harm his substance by falsehood, in short, 
injure him by unbridled evil speaking and impudence.

—John Calvin



64  God’s Law and the Christian

LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. On the surface, the immediate concern behind the ninth commandment is the pro-
hibition of perjury in the courtroom.

2. Justice requires credible testimony.
3. When false testimony is given in a courtroom, it could lead to the acquittal of a 

guilty person or the conviction of an innocent person, and in either case justice 
would not be served.

B. All Men Are Liars

1. Scripture indicts all men as liars.
2. This does not mean that all people always lie, but there is not one of us who has 

never lied.

C. Lying and Theft

1. The combination of lying and theft is manifested in many ways, not only in the 
Jewish community, but in every community.

2. In the Old Testament, God required that merchants and governments use just stan-
dards and weights.

3. Another way that lying and theft were connected was through the debasing of 
currency.

D. The Basic Principle

1. The fundamental principle at work in the ninth commandment is the principle that 
is foundational to the entire Judeo-Christian ethic, namely, the sanctity of truth.

2. Not only are we not allowed to lie, we are to tell the truth in all things. 

E. Slander and Gossip

1. The ninth commandment prohibits not only perjury, lying, and deception, but also 
slander and destructive gossip.

2. Anytime we accuse another human being of something that is not true, whether in 
the courtroom or over coffee, we are breaking the ninth commandment.

3. We have enough real guilt and enough real faults to deal with without having to 
answer for things we haven’t done.

4. The ninth commandment is not an exercise in abstraction, nor is it simply 
limited to courtroom testimony; it defines the importance of truth in human 
relationships.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

1. On the surface, the immediate concern behind the ninth commandment is the 
prohibition of __________ .
a. Slander and gossip
b. Perjury in the courtroom 
c. Just weights and measures 
d. Honest currency

2. Justice requires __________ .
a. Credible testimony
b. Infallible courts 
c. Clever lawyers
d. All of the above

3. The fundamental principle at work in the ninth commandment is the principle 
that is foundational to the entire Judea-Christian ethic, namely, __________ .
a. An eye for an eye
b. The doctrine of the Trinity 
c. The sanctity of truth
d. The prohibition against idolatry

BIBLE STUDY

1. The ninth commandment in Exodus 20:16 is given in the context of the judi-
cial system. Examine the following passages, and answer the corresponding 
questions.
a. How important were witnesses in the ancient system of justice (Deut 17:6; 

19:15; 1 Kings 21:13; Matt 26:60–61)?
b. According to Deuteronomy 19:16–19, what punishment was given to a false 

witness if his lie was discovered?
c. What was the importance of maintaining the justice system (Ps. 11:3;  

72:1–4; Eccl. 3:16; Isa. 1:17, 23, 26; Jer. 7:5–6; Amos 5:7)?

2. The ninth commandment tells us that we are not to bear false witness against 
our neighbor. According to Scripture, who is our “neighbor”? See Luke 10:25–37.

3. How should vows made to wicked people be handled, according to Scripture? Do 
Joshua 9:1–27 and Ecclesiastes 5:5 address this question? If so, how?

4. Read the following passages of Scripture. What do the protagonists in each of 
these passages do? Why do they do what they do? What is God’s assessment of 
what happens? Do these passages indicate any kind of exception to the general 
rule set forth in the ninth commandment?
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a. Exodus 1:15–21
b. Joshua 2:4–6 (cf. Heb. 11:31; James 2:25)
c. 2 Samuel 17:19–20

5. In Joshua 8:1–26 and 2 Samuel 5:22–25, we read about cases of military decep-
tion. What exactly is done to deceive the enemy? What is God’s response to the 
deceptive action? Do these passages indicate any kind of exception to the general 
rule set forth in the ninth commandment?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why is it so important to a society that its justice system be maintained and that 
fairness is ensured for all? How is this undermined by false and lying witnesses?

2. Is hypocrisy a form of lying? If so, how?

3. The Bible points out certain cases, such as that of Rahab, in which lying or 
deception was involved. Does the Bible ever approve of lying in certain circum-
stances? If so, what are those circumstances? Is lying justified in order to save 
another person’s life? To save one’s own life? To deceive the enemy in times of 
war? How would you justify lying in these cases in light of the Bible’s teaching 
about the sanctity of truth? Are exceptions ever allowed with any of the other 
Ten Commandments?

APPLICATION

1. Bearing false witness against others can occur in many ways—from the court-
room to the coffee table. Gossip, for example, is one of the most common sins 
found among professing Christians today, and it is in direct violation of God’s 
commandments. If you have been guilty of bearing false witness against anyone 
by gossiping or other means, it is your responsibility to repent of that sin and do 
whatever is necessary to make restitution for it. Because of the destructive public 
nature of this sin, restitution may involve more than confessing the sin to God 
and apologizing to the person you slandered, so speak with your pastor to find 
out the best way to deal with it.

2. James 3:1–12 tells us that the tongue is one of the most difficult parts of the body 
to control. You cannot control your tongue apart from the supernatural grace of 
God. Pray and ask Him for the strength to control your tongue. Begin to make a 
conscious effort to think before you speak. Think about what you are going to 
say. Think about the truthfulness of what you are going to say.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.8.47–48
Douma, Jochem. The Ten Commandments, pp. 313–35
Horton, Michael. The Law of Perfect Freedom, pp. 225–37



67

15

Be Satisfied

MESSAGE INTRODUCTION

In the tenth commandment, God instructs His people that they must not covet that 
which belongs to their neighbor. At the root of covetousness is a heart that is ungrate-
ful for what God has provided and distrustful of His providence. It wants what others 
have, and for this reason, covetousness is the first step toward many other sins. In this 
lesson, Dr. Sproul outlines some of the basic principles of the tenth commandment 
and explains why the sin it forbids is so destructive.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To be able to explain the meaning of covetousness
2. To be able to explain both the root and the fruit of covetousness

QUOTATIONS

Q. 113 What is God’s will for you in the tenth commandment?
A. That not even the slightest thought or desire contrary to any one of God’s command-
ments should ever arise in my heart. Rather, with all my heart I should always hate sin 
and take pleasure in whatever is right.

—The Heidelberg Catechism

The purpose of this commandment is; since God wills that our whole soul be possessed 
with a disposition to love, we must banish from our hearts all desire contrary to love. 
To sum up, then: no thought should steal upon us to move our hearts to a harmful cov-
etousness that tends to our neighbor’s loss. To this corresponds the opposite precept: 
whatever we conceive, deliberate, will, or attempt is to be linked to our neighbor’s good 
and advantage.

—John Calvin
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LECTURE OUTLINE

A. Introduction

1. The tenth commandment reads as follows: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female 
servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s,” (Ex. 20:17).

2. Unlike the previous four commandments, which are short and to the point, the 
tenth commandment goes on to expand the prohibition.

3. The list that God gives in the tenth commandment is obviously representative 
rather than exhaustive and is summed up in the final statement, “You shall not 
covet anything that is your neighbor’s.”

B. The Nature of Covetousness

1. Coveting is simply wanting for yourself what properly belongs to someone else.
2. Covetousness is spoken of frequently in Scripture.
3. Covetousness is at the root of such behavior as vandalism.
4. The vandal says to himself, “If I cannot afford what you have and if I cannot own 

what you have, then you are not going to enjoy it either. No one around me is going 
to enjoy anything that I cannot personally enjoy.”

5. One reason why the second Great Commandment tells us to love our neighbors as 
ourselves is that if we loved our neighbors as much as we love ourselves, we would 
never steal from them, kill them, bear false witness against them, or covet what 
they possessed.

6. The ethic of Christ tells us that we are to prefer others above ourselves, and this is 
exactly the opposite of covetousness.

C. Jealousy

1. Lurking under the surface of covetousness is one of the so-called deadly sins, 
namely, jealous or envy.

2. When we are envious of other people’s property, accomplishments, or other things, 
not only are we hating our neighbors, but ultimately we are insulting God.

3. If I am envious over what you possess or what you have received, and I understand 
that every good gift comes from God and that it is only by divine providence that 
each of us has what he has, then I am actually complaining, murmuring, and blas-
pheming against God Himself.

4. Jealousy or envy reflects a heart that is not trusting God, is not satisfied with God’s 
providence, and is ungrateful toward God.

5. The moment I am covetous, I betray my ingratitude toward God.
6. Coveting is the motivating force behind many of the other things that are prohib-

ited in the Ten Commandments because when we covet our neighbor’s wife, we 
are one step away from adultery; when we covet our neighbor’s property, we are 
one step away from theft; and when we covet our neighbor’s life, we are one step 
away from hatred and murder.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

1. __________ is simply wanting for yourself what properly belongs to somebody else.
a. Theft
b. Adultery 
c. Murder
d. Covetousness

2. The __________ says to himself, “If I cannot afford what you have and if I cannot 
own what you have, then you are not going to enjoy it either. No one around me 
is going to enjoy anything that I cannot personally enjoy.” 
a. Thief
b. Murderer 
c. Vandal
d. Hypocrite

3. Which of the so-called seven deadly sins lurks under the surface of 
covetousness?
a. Jealousy 
b. Sloth
c. Gluttony
d. Lust

BIBLE STUDY

1. Read and compare Exodus 20:17 and Deuteronomy 5:21. How does a comparison 
of these two verses indicate that the commandment’s list is representative rather 
than exhaustive?

2. Roman Catholics and Lutherans see two commandments in the tenth com-
mandment rather than one (this is because they combine the first and second 
commandments into one). Compare Exodus 20:17 and Deuteronomy 5:21 with 
Romans 7:7 and 13:9. How do these passages support the view that the tenth 
commandment is a single commandment?

3. The word translated “covet” is used in passages such as Exodus 34:24; Deuter-
onomy 7:25; Joshua 7:21; and Micah 2:2. Some have suggested that the word 
translated “covet” can also be translated “to set one’s desire on with the intent to 
get what we desire.” Do the verses listed above support that interpretation? If so, 
how?

4. The Dutch Reformed theologian Franciscus Ridderus wrote, “If we measure by 
the outside, the Pharisee looks like a saint; if we survey the inside, the best of 
saints is worthy of hell.” Read Psalm 19:12; Jeremiah 17:9; Matthew 15:19; and 
Romans 7:21. How do these passages speak of the nature of the heart?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What are some of the practical ways in which covetousness leads to even more 
serious sins?

2. Does modern American culture in particular specifically encourage the sin 
of covetousness? What are some practical ways in which this is done—either 
overtly or more subtly?

3. Why is covetousness an expression of ungratefulness toward God?

4. How has your understanding of the law of God changed as a result of this study? 
Have you been convicted of sin that you hadn’t thought much about before? Has 
your meditation on the righteousness and holiness of God been deepened at all? 
Can you say with the psalmist, “Oh how I love your law”? In what ways has your 
study of the law driven you to Christ?

APPLICATION

1. Read the tenth commandment again. Consider the relation between covetous-
ness and ungratefulness. Spend time in prayer this week thanking God for all the 
good gifts He has given you. Ask Him for the grace to overcome a thankless heart 
and to rejoice in the blessings others receive as well as in those you receive.

2. Set aside regular time to read and meditate on the Ten Commandments (and on 
the rest of God’s law). Choose either the Westminster Larger or Shorter Cat-
echism or the Heidelberg Catechism, and regularly study the explanation of the 
Ten Commandments contained therein. Quiz yourself regularly on the meaning 
of each of the commandments.

SUGGESTED READING FOR FURTHER STUDY
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