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Welcome

Welcome to the Magic Tree.  The nightly hours of the Magic Tree are dusk to 11:00 PM 
through January 6th.  No matter who you are you are welcome at the Magic Tree.  It 
is intended to warm hearts and inspire all without regard to one’s religion, politics, 
ethnicity or orientations.  Hopefully you find solace in it that rises up from within 
you because of what you bring to it out of your own background rather than it 
needing to be specifically and exclusively of your tradition or persuasion.  in these 
times We need common ground where all can come together and find peace from 
division, exclusion and the taking of sides.  Thank you for coming to see the magic tree 
and for having a look at this flier.   

Purpose

On the level, The Magic Tree is purely for your enjoyment.  Be dazzled.  Have a sense of 
excited peacefulness - Joy.  That in itself is enough, but we can go a little deeper if we 
like. The Magic Tree reflects what you bring to it.  Some folks just see a tree covered in 
lights.  Others experience beauty, Healing, inspiration, love, Magic.  It is the same 
really, with all things outside of our selves, even other people.  We see what we want 
to see.  We see what we look for to see.  this is little realized by most, but we have a 
choice in how the world presents itself to us.     

Beauty

I hope you see beauty in the Magic tree.  This means that you have made that choice.  We 
can see beauty anywhere we look for it if we have our eyes (our mind) open to see it.  
We might consider beauty to be the signature of love, the kind of love that is 
everywhere present, the kind of love that we make synonymous with God.  Absolute, 
Perfect, unconditional, omnipresent.  This Love shows itself to us in the very life that 
animates us and in the beauty of the life present in even the energy that animates 
matter from the very small - subatomic, through the rocks, trees, animals, people and 
architecture of our middle - Earth, to the very large - the Cosmic.  Here we are in the 
middle of it all, a good vantage point to experience the signature of love if we will 
seek it out.  

The Magic

Here then, is the Magic.  We see what it is that we choose to see.  The world reflects our 
hopes and dreams, but also our fears.  When life began to produce thinking human 
beings the world was a place of raw beauty.  Now that kind of beauty is rare because 
the earth must reflect the input from thinking human beings.  and what a mashup of 
everybody's input the world has become!  The good news is the Earth will continue to 
reflect to us what we give out in the form of thoughts, feelings and strivings.  These  
continually evolve toward a more worthy expression of the one absolute perfect 
unconditional omnipresent life in which all participate.  Strive to seek out beauty and 
well being coupled with good will and we shall ever make a more beautiful home of 
our earth. 

impetus

But how can we move toward a more beautiful planet when the world is so full of 
the noise of our own creation?  The divisions we have made for ourselves and the 
strife between us - we are the ones responsible for that.  the distractions of our 
attractions tend to get the better of us leaving little left over for actual 



thoughtful positive action that strives for a better world.  we tend to distractedly 
judge those around us (and ourselves) in an automatic sort of way that leaves little 
room for kindness, for beauty.  What if we could stand psychologically naked before 
each other allowing others to see us through and through - all our thoughts, 
feelings, fears, Foibles, sins, hopes and dreams - and not be judged for them, but instead 
have them found to be beautiful examples of what it is to be human; each a “magic 
tree” of lights of many hues and colors.  How can we cultivate that kind of 
understanding and perception, and the quiet stillness needed for it to exist in?  
Perhaps you caught an inkling of such peace when you first saw the Magic Tree - a 
still moment?  A quiet Peacefulness?  Regardless, we can cultivate that in our lives 
through the practice of stilling ourselves a few minutes at a time.  If we do we will 
eventually find an inner knowing of life as innately beautiful.  In it we will find 
healing and wholeness that transcends the mundanity of our judgmental-ness, but is 
none-the-less at the root of our own being.  In that quiet wholeness (Holiness?) and in 
due course we experience the fullness of life accepting our own self without 
judgement.  Then it becomes possible to extend it to others.  Peace to the World!  
Gladness for all!

FAQs 

This year’s Magic Tree has about 64,400 individual lights on it.  It took about 76 hours 
to put the lights up.  This is a new tree this year, because last year’s tree was badly 
damaged by heavy wet snow.  This year’s tree is too tall for my lift so expect a more 
modest undertaking for next year.  It is the largest tree I’ve ever done although last 
year’s tree actually took a little more time.  The lights and time to do it are 
volunteered in exchange for the privilege of making this flier available to you in this 
way.  The lights are removed in the spring and prepared over the summer for  the next 
rendition of the Magic Tree.

Magic Tree History

the Magic Tree began 25 year’s ago in 1995 when I decided I would like to see a tree 
wrapped in lights all the way out to the ends of the branches instead of just the 
trunk.  I decided to do it myself on a crabapple tree in the front yard.  In several 
year’s time I found that without too much more effort that I could wrap every little 
branchlet of the tree.  in 2004 I put out my first flier to answer the FAQs and add a 
bit of impetus in the form of an inspirational letter.  At that time I decided to call it 
the Magic Tree after a family revealed in a letter to me that this is what they called 
it.  By 2010 the traffic became too much for our small neighborhood and so Cherry 
Hill has been the home of the Magic Tree ever since.  During this last decade the Magic 
Tree has caught on and become something of a phenomenon so that there are now 
many Trees bearing the name Magic Tree, some of them done by me and some by others.  
I hope that all of them engender the same spirit of community across all boundaries 
spoken of here in. 
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