
09FAMILY CONNECTION

As You Go
These are simple questions to ask your students as you go home from church, or at any spare time during the week. 

.01 WHAT IS THE MOST DIFFICULT PROBLEM YOU’VE FACED RECENTLY (PARENTS: IF YOUR 
STUDENT STRUGGLES TO THINK OF THINGS, SHARE AN EXAMPLE OF YOUR OWN)? 

.02 WHAT DID YOU LEARN THROUGH YOUR EXPERIENCE OF FACING THIS PROBLEM? HOW 
MIGHT GOD BE WORKING TO SHAPE AND TEACH US THROUGH DIFFICULT SITUATIONS? 

Family Devotion 
Follow up with your student later in the week regarding the following summary and discussion questions.

Paul had a long track record of enduring suffering and hardship and was uniquely qualified to instruct 
the Corinthians on these subjects. Paul does not gives us all the answers as to why we endure suffering. 
Instead he tells us we can be sure that God is not silent in the midst of our suffering. God is at work, 
growing us to rely more upon Him and equipping us to love and serve others in the midst of suffering.

.01 HOW WAS PAUL ABLE TO PRAISE GOD IN THE MIDST OF HIS OWN SUFFERING? HOW DID 
HIS FUTURE HOPE FACTOR INTO THIS?

.02 HOW HAS GOD DELIVERED THOSE WHO HAVE TRUSTED IN HIS SON? HOW SHOULD THIS 
CHANGE OUR PERSPECTIVE ON OUR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE?

Pray: Pray for a friend or family member who is suffering. Ask God to comfort them and to use you to show 
them love.

Summary: 2 Corinthians 1:3-14

Discussion Questions

God of Comfort

Continue to follow the Bible Reading Plan provided if you don’t already have 
another plan. Read and reflect on Isaiah 53:3-5, then consider this quote 
from a martyr of the faith. How and why can you be grateful for suffering in 

your life if you are a follower of Christ?

• Dietrich Bonhoeffer said “It is a good thing to learn early 
that God and suffering are not opposites but rather one and 
the same thing and necessarily so; for me, the idea that God 
himself suffers is far and away the most convincing piece of 
Christian doctrine.”

God uses suffering to grow us and equip us to 
love and serve others.


