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Broken Vessels — Session 5 — EXTRA! Ideas for Adults 
Date: August 20, 2017 
A Passion to Share the Gospel 
The Point: God calls us to share the gospel. 

 

Get Into the Study 

Use the following information to introduce Question #1. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

The television ads that air during the Super Bowl each year are discussed and even analyzed in the days following 
the game. With millions of people watching – almost 112 million people in 2017 – the ads potentially can be either 
a huge success or a huge flop on a very big stage. Various market researchers survey consumers across the U.S. to 
rate the Super Bowl ads. Some of these market researchers used emotion-tracking technology to determine which 
ads consumers thought were best and worst. According to the researchers, an ad for the Kia Niro automobile and 
for Mr. Clean cleaner were the top two ads that aired during the 2017 Super Bowl. 

Say: When it comes to advertising methods, we probably have some differing ideas about what makes a good or a 
not-so-good advertisement. Then call attention to Question #1 (What marketing methods are least likely to 
persuade you?) (PSG, p. 134) and invite the group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

https://www.marketingweek.com/2017/02/06/best-worst-ads-super-bowl-2017/ 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 

 Study the Bible 

Use the following information to supplement Question #4. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

Beginning in the 1950s, Earl and Violet Newcomb helped to start new churches. In those churches, Earl was the 
song leader while Violet played the piano and worked as the church treasurer. Earl also operated a business in 
Franklin, Tennessee. The last church they helped open was Harpeth First Baptist in Williamson County. The 
Newcombs bought the property and later sold it to the church. During the 1990s, church attendance started to 
decline, but the Newcombs did not leave. By 2014, the Newcombs were the only members still regularly attending 
the church. Because of their giving, the church remained open and an interim pastor preached each week. "We 
were not discouraged," Violet Newcomb said. "We left it in God's hands as people walked away" from the church. 
As time passed, Hispanic families were moving into the area – about 684 Hispanic households. "We prayed about it 
and God opened the doors for a Hispanic congregation to come here," Violet said. The Hispanic congregation – 
Iglesia Bautista La Esperanze (Hope Baptist Church) – merged with Harpeth First Baptist in November 2015. Since 
the merger, the Newcombs have stayed on as members at the new church, now known as Esperanza 
Church@Harpeth First Baptist. William Burton, a volunteer church planter from the Tennessee Baptist Mission 
Board working with the new church, describes how it is not the traditional Hispanic congregation – it is a Spanish-
English congregation with the music and preaching in both languages. The new congregation has baptized almost 
50 people since November. They are working to remodel the building and add on to the sanctuary so it can seat 
more people. The Hispanic congregation has “adopted” the Newcombs, who are viewed as “grandparents” by the 

https://www.marketingweek.com/2017/02/06/best-worst-ads-super-bowl-2017/


church. The Newcomb’s daughter Sherrie Kennedy says, “When they entered the ministry, they never looked back. 
They sacrificed for the ministry. They knew they wanted to impact lives for Christ.” Burton says, the Hispanic 
congregation has seen "a World War II-era couple [Newcomb received a Purple Heart after losing his leg in the 
Battle of the Bulge] lovingly embrace them and welcome them into the church. It's incredible what God has done." 

Say: Earl and Violet Newcomb have set an example through the years, showing how Christ’s love impacts their 
view of the world and the people around them. Then call attention to Question #4 (How does the love of Christ 
change our view of the world and the people we encounter?)(PSG, p. 139) and invite the group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

http://www.bpnews.net/49253/wwiiera-couples-sacrifice-yields-new-hispanic-church 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 

Additional Questions 

Icebreaker: 

 What product or service have you liked so much you've told others about it? 

 What comes to mind when you hear the word "evangelism"? 

 What truth about Jesus do you enjoy telling others about? 
 
2 Corinthians 5:11 

 What motivates you to follow Christ? 

 How is it possible for us to be motivated both by the fear of the Lord and Christ’s love? 

 What does it mean to fear the Lord? 
 
2 Corinthians 5:14-17 

 What do these verses teach about sharing the gospel? 

 How is being a new creation in Christ different from who you were without Christ? 

 What does it mean to describe ourselves as "new creations"? 

 How does the description in verse 17 relate to your own faith story? 
 
2 Corinthians 5:18-21 

 Since we've been reconciled to God, what's our role in sharing the message of reconciliation? 

 What are the qualities of an ambassador? 

 What is one way you can represent Christ to your friends and coworkers this week? 

 What words in this passage indicate that our ministry involves active engagement with people? 
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