
© Copyright 2017 LifeWay. May be printed and duplicated only for use with Bible Studies for Life. All rights in this work are the 

property of LifeWay, One LifeWay Plaza, Nashville, Tennessee, 37234.  

Broken Vessels — Session 4— EXTRA! Ideas for Adults 
Date: August 13, 2017 
A Channel of Comfort 
The Point: God's work in our lives makes us channels of 

His comfort to others. 

 

Get Into the Study 

Use the following information to introduce Question #1. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

The website Ranker recently conducted a poll, asking Americans to name their favorite comfort food. Here are the 
top 10 favorite comfort foods: 

1. Grilled Cheese Sandwich 

2. Chocolate 

3. Pizza 

4. Ice Cream 

5. French Fries 

6. Macaroni and Cheese 

7. Chocolate Chip Cookies 

8. Mashed Potatoes 

9. Fried Chicken 

10. Spaghetti and Meatballs 

Say: Maybe you’ve got some favorites in this top 10 list. Or maybe there are some other comfort foods you’d add 
to the list. Then call attention to Question #1 (What’s your favorite comfort food?) (PSG, p. 124) and invite the 
group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

https://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2017/04/ranker-just-took-a-stab-at-americas-favorite-comfo.html 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

Get Into the Study 

As you discuss the opening discussion question, share the story about the death of Stephen Curtis Chapman’s 
youngest daughter. [This idea supports the group plan in the KJV Adult Leader Guide.] 

 

 Live It Out 

Use the following information to supplement Question #4 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

https://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2017/04/ranker-just-took-a-stab-at-americas-favorite-comfo.html
http://www.usatoday.com/story/life/music/2013/09/24/steven-curtis-chapman-together-debut-glorious-unfolding/2862805/


Refuge Louisville is a ministry that equips local churches in Louisville, Kentucky, to minister to refugees. One of 
those refugees is a man named Ibrahim who was injured by a missile, sent to a hospital in Jordan, and then on to a 
refugee camp. Living in these desperate circumstances, “We weren’t looking to the future—we were just alive,” 
said Ibrahim. But now Ibrahim is living in Louisville and is being helped by Refuge Louisville. “Why do you treat us 
better than our own people?” Ibrahim asked, while eating a meal hosted by Refuge Louisville. The group focuses 
their work in an area where there are three large apartment complexes that provide homes for the refugees. The 
organization welcomes arriving refugees at the airport and helps them get settled in their apartments. Volunteers 
help meet the refugees’ needs with English classes, computer instruction, job search help, and tutoring. Local 
churches have also started Arabic and Afghan Bible studies for the refugees. Through Refuge Louisville, Ibrahim has 
found a caring community of believers who are providing comfort, support, and encouragement for the refugees in 
their city. More than 500 volunteers from six denominations work through Refuge Louisville to support 
immigrants. 

Say: The volunteers working through Refuge Louisville are providing comfort to these refugees in their city. Then 
call attention to Question #4 (When has God used you to comfort someone?) (PSG, p. 130) and invite the group to 
respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

http://www.bpnews.net/49268/new-refugees-welcomed-by-churches-poised-to-help 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 

Additional Questions 

Icebreaker 

 When you are stressed out, what brings you comfort? 

 What's your go to Bible verse when you need comfort? 

 When have you seen a demonstration of comfort in a moment of distress recently? 
 
2 Corinthians 1:2-3 

 What does it mean for God to be the Father of mercies and God of all comfort? 

 What do these verses teach us about God's nature? 

 What do you think of Paul's description of God in these verses? 
 
2 Corinthians 1:4-5 

 When have you had the privilege of comforting someone? 

 When have you experienced the comfort of God in the midst of deep hurt? 

 According to verse 4, what do we have to offer to people enduring affliction? 

 How have other Christians helped you through difficult circumstances? 
 
2 Corinthians 1:6-7 

 What does patient endurance look like in everyday life? 

 According to these verses, how can we use what we learn through times of affliction for God's glory? 
Does this change how you approach hard times? 

 What steps can you take to rely more on God instead of yourself in times of hardship? 

 Who do you know who is experiencing hardship right now? How can you extend comfort to them? 
 

http://www.bpnews.net/49268/new-refugees-welcomed-by-churches-poised-to-help

