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Broken Vessels — Session 1— EXTRA! Ideas for Adults 
Date: July 23, 2017 
A Fresh Start 
The Point: We fail; Jesus restores. 

 

Get Into the Study 

Use the following information to introduce Question #1. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

The students at West Side Elementary School in Marshall, Minnesota, took part in a reading challenge this past 
school year. Their goal as a school was to read 10,000 during the year. By April of this year, the students had read 
8,000 books, well on their way to reaching their final goal. To celebrate reading 8,000 books, the students were 
promised a “human sundae.” The principal, a physical education teacher, and a fourth-grade teacher, all put on 
shower caps and plastic ponchos. Then some of the students “decorated” the three adults with ice cream and 
toppings, while the rest of the student body cheered them on. It was a very messy way to celebrate reading those 
8,000 books. The students went on to reach their goal of 10,000 books by the end of the school year. They marked 
that achievement with a cook-out celebration for the whole student body. 

Then call attention to Question #1 (When have you really enjoyed making a mess?) (PSG, p. 94) and invite the 
group to respond. 

Say: Building human ice cream sundaes is a mess that’s fun (for the students). And there might be times we enjoy 
making a mess too. But sometimes, messes happen in our lives, and there is no fun for anyone. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

http://www.marshallindependent.com/news/local-news/2017/04/messy-and-fun-at-west-side/ 

http://www.marshallindependent.com/news/local-news/2017/05/west-side-students-awarded-for-reading-
10000-books/ 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

Get Into the Study 

Use the following video clip before or as a follow-up to the opening discussion question.Discuss reactions to the 
video. Remind the group that we fail, but Jesus gives us hope. [This idea supports the group plan in the KJV Adult 
Leader Guide.]  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JA7G7AV-LT8 

 

 Study the Bible 

Use the following information to supplement Question #4. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

Jody Thompson is a police officer working for the Poteau Police Department in Oklahoma. Two years ago, 
Thompson responded to a 911 call related to physical child abuse. Thompson has years of law enforcement 
experience and had handled dozens of abuse cases. But what he saw when he arrived for that 911 call stunned 
him. The boy was 8-years-old and weighed only 61 pounds. His wrists were tied with belts and he was submerged 
in a trash can of cold water. "He did not have a spot on his body that didn't have a bruise or abrasion," Thompson 

http://www.marshallindependent.com/news/local-news/2017/04/messy-and-fun-at-west-side/
http://www.marshallindependent.com/news/local-news/2017/05/west-side-students-awarded-for-reading-10000-books/
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said. "It was the worst thing I've ever seen." Thompson took the boy to the hospital ER, where he was admitted to 
the intensive care unit. Then Thompson sat with him through the night. "When I'd seen him in that house shivering 
and his hands tied -- just soaking wet and confused -- I knew at that moment the only time I would be satisfied and 
sure that he was safe is if he was with me," Thompson said. 

So Thompson moved quickly to become certified as a foster parent and a couple of days later, he brought the boy, 
John, home. He and his wife already had two sons, a 15-year-old and an 8-year-old. About 7 months later, 
Thompson learned that John’s mother had given birth to a baby girl while in jail. Thompson and his wife agreed to 
foster John’s sister too. "We literally picked her up in the hospital the next day when she was a day old and 
brought her straight home," Thompson said. "Never in my life did I dream of having a large family, but God had 
different plans and so here we are. And I'm loving it all." Thompson and his wife eventually adopted John and his 
sister, along with having another biological child. John has recently decided to tell his story, to help others who are 
victims of abuse too. "We went through something bad, but we're not going got let it define who were are. We're 
not going to let this hold us back," said Thompson. "Always have compassion, you never know what you're going to 
walk into." 

Say: John’s life seemed like a desperate, hopeless situation, until Jody Thompson responded to that 911 call. 

Then call attention to Question #4 (When have you seen God bring restoration to a seemingly hopeless situation?) 
(PSG, p. 101) and invited the group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/cop-adopts-8-year-old-after-investigating-his-case-of-severe-child-abuse/ 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 

Additional Questions 

Icebreaker 

 When have you felt like you needed a fresh start? 

 What has given you hope recently? 

 What's one great comeback story you've heard? 

 What's the biggest mess you've made? 

 When have you really enjoyed making a mess? 
 
John 18:15-18, 25-27 

 How do you typically react when you experience failure? 

 How does Peter's failure comfort and challenge you? 

 In what ways do you identify with Peter in this story? 

 When and why have you denied knowing Jesus by either your words or your life-style? 

 How can you affirm your relationship with Jesus Christ in a genuine, non-cheesy way before 
others? 

 
John 21:15-19 

 What all does Jesus offer to those who have failed Him? 

 How does the story of Peter's second chance offer hope to us? 

 What can we learn from these verses about our relationship with Christ? 

 What are some areas of your life where you need the hope Jesus brings? 

 What might God be calling you to as a result of your own forgiveness and restoration? 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/cop-adopts-8-year-old-after-investigating-his-case-of-severe-child-abuse/

